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Show Date

CIRCUS VARGAS
by Jim Swafford

Circus Vargas opened in the pouring rain at San
Diego, Calif. on Jan. 5th and had rain throughout
the engagement.

The program here featured: Harry Thomas, tigers;
Jim Park, clown tiger chase; The Rolls Duo, cradle;
The Burketts, hanging perch; Clowns in “Pumping
Iron” with Mark Anthony, Jim Parker, Billy McCabe
and a midget; Antonio, one finger stand; Mary Ruth
and John Herriott, dressage horses; Miss Lydia, trap-
eze, Robin Madena, roman rings, Loreli, trapeze;
Clowns with Snake Charming; The 8 Tangiers, tum-
blers; Horace & Moe, comedy gorilla; The Flying
Lantonys; Miss Janet and her Samoyed Dogs; Mark
Anthony and his tiny car; Mary Ruth and John
Herriott, liberty horses; Sr. Antonio, head balancing

trapeze; Los Gauchos, novelty act; The Albulet Bros.

on high wire; Rex and Eva Williams, elephants.

FOR SALE

BAVARIAN SLIDE — One of the top money rides
of the 1978 tour — Excellent condition — 1 truck
only — At factory now for checking.

— $48,500.00 -

WATKINS SWINGER - Purchased Sept. 1975 —
24 Passenger — Electric motor — Lots of lights —
1 man to up and down in 45 minutes — 1 man to
operate — Including truck.

~$22,500.00 -

24 CLOWN HEAD INT'L BALLOON WATER
GAME — In 28 ft. triple axle Southern trailer —
Excellent condition — Will Trade.

TILT-A-WHIRL — 7 tub tilt — Steel plates —
Electric motor — Ready for work — Mounts on
one factory built trailer — Very Reasonable.

JOHNNY CANOLE

Miami Shores, Fla. Altoona, Pa.
305-751- 0206 814 - 944 - 9347
814 - 943 - 0003

T he

Cycling Regoies

A UNIQUE
HUSBAND & WIFE TEAM

OPEN TIME
MARCH 25th — JULY 1st

Write: 1212 - 57th Ave., East
Bradenton, Fla. - 33507

Or Call: 813 - 756 - 2477
Mon. and Thurs. Evenings.

 PEUPLE

ART “Doc” MILLER set-up an exhibit of show
posters and photographs for the Bradford County
Library in Florida. The exhibit was the subject of
several newspaper features and attracted visitors
from throughout the area.

EUGENE A. NOCK, Jr., of the Nerveless Nacks,
won second place at a recent “Mr. Teenage America"
contest in Florida.

THE GREAT SEBASTIAN, human target who
catches bullets in his teeth, was featured on the pro-
gram at the Greater Tampa Showman's Assoc. New
Year's Eve celebration.

JIM and MYRNA REGGIES worked concessions at
Ehn S;-: :Ia Na Show at Sarasota’s Roberts Arena on
an. 24th.

LOS ARGENTINES, Geucho Trio; DIETER TASSO,
juggler; WES HARRISON, novelty act and SYD
MOORE's “Mess 0'Mutts” were featured at the big
Sports Show in Anaheim, Calif., on Jan. 6-14.

THE CIRCUS REPORT is compiled and edited by
Don Marcks, 525 Oak St., EiI Cerrito, Calif. 94530,
Phone: (415) 525-3332,

SUBSCRIPTION RATE: $15.00 per year. Overseas
subscription via surface mall is $20.00 a year.
ADVERTISING RATES: (Per issue on a First come
basis with space permitting): $5.00 Minimum ad;
$10.00 Quarter Page; $20.00 half page; $35.00 Full
Paoa
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PEOPLE

LIPKO'S COMEDY CHIMPS are currently playing a
saries of Skating Arenas. Jerry reports he recently
purchased a baby chimp from the Primate Center in
Norman, Okla.

TAMARA GELTMAKER, of Tampa, Fla., and a
bartender at the Victoria Station, has joined the
Ringling-Barnum Blue Unit as a show dancer.

TOM PARISH, unicycle riding clown from Neodesha
{Kans) has reportedly joined the Ringling Blue Unit
for the 1979 season.

SPARKY (Donald Washburn) and PHILLIPE (Phil
Shear) clowns, sold balloons at the Rose Parade in
Pasadena, Calif., on New Years Day. Sparky will be
touring with an illusion show this season.

JERRY LIPKO and his Comedy Chimps will be in

Venezuela in March where they will tape two TV
shows.

FOR SALE

AERIAL VIEW OF THE RINGLING BROS.
FIRE AT HARTFORD, CONN.
Send $2.00
P. 0. Box 1398  Tybee Island, Ga. 31328

B:idde]:}

Acts now on tour with the Bill Brickle Wonderland
Circus Revue are:

Fernando Baptista, balancing/one finger stand; Irene,
serizlist; Berwin & Brewster, illusions with lions; Jack
Rench, concessions; Wilma Rench, organist; Gene
Hughes and Gary Bearden, clowns; Tom Webster,
assistant to Bill Brickle and handling props. Bill
Brickle's Poodle Revue is also featured in the show.

Following the conclusion of the tour, which runs
through next month, Bill Brickle, plus both Jack
and Wilma Rench will jump into the southwest to

join a west coast circus for the summer season.

STILL BOOKING

\{'&-& Dayling Sthabwire Ariistry -
Also: THE PERRYS — First Class Juggling and Passing

FOR 1979

38 Blossom Court
Fairborn, Ohio - 45324

RON PERRY

Phone:
(513) 878 - 2139
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SHOW DATES

Brickle's Wonderland Circus
Jan. 20 Swansea, S.C.
22 Greeleyville
23 Summerton
24 Stuckley
25 Tuberville
26 Summerville
27Hanleyville
29 Walterboro
30 Kingstree
31 Bowman
Feb. 1 Holly Hill
2 Summetor
3 Ehrhardt

Circus Atayde
to Feb. 6 Mexico City, Mex

Cole All Star TV Circus
Jan. 29 Towanda, Pa.
30 Newark Valley, NY
Feb. 1 Chenano Forks
3 Conklin
Ringling-Barnum - Blue Unit
Jan. 30-31 Ft. Myers, Fla.
Feb. 2-4 Lakeland
Ringling-Barnum - Red Unit
Jan 31-Feb 4 Ju:luogvilit,
la.

Circus Var
Jan 26-29 W. Covina, Cal.
30-Feb. 1 Pasadena
Feb 2-6 Commerce

N

‘.'.l“l‘l'll.’.'l ..

L ———

Blackstone Magic Show
Jan. 29 Charleston, S.C.
30 Asheville, N.C.
31 Greensboro
Feb. 1 Johnson City, Tenn,
2-3 Atlanta, Ga.

Bugs Bunny Follies
Feb. 1-4 Dakland, Calif.

Dog Show
Feb. 34 San Francisco, Cal.

Globetrotters
Jan. 30-31 Anaheim, Calif.

Holiday On lce - Int]
Jan 30-Feb 4 Greenville, SC

Holiday On Ice - Nat'l
Jan 25-Feb 4 Milwaukee, Wsc

Ice Capades - Cont’l
Jan 31-Feb 4 Johnstown, Pa

Ice Capades - Eastern
to Feb. 4 New York, NY

Ice Capades - Western
Jan 30-Feb 4 St. Paul, Minn

Ice Follies
Jan 30-Feb 5 Montreal, Can

Kramien's Magicazam Show
Feb. 1 Tacoma, Wash.
4 Olympia

Lipko’s Comedy Chimps
Feb. 1-3 Harnsburg, Pa.
4 Crofton, Md.

Loomis’ Magic Capades
Jan. 29 Artesia, N.M.
30 Seminole, Texas
Feb. 3 Portales, N.M.
4 Roswell
White House in Miniature
to Feb 4 Jacksonville, Fla.

HiuH WIRE DAREDEVIL

HORTON MERAZ 302 17th STREET SANDIEGO CALIFORNIA 92101 (714) 2381375

AMERICAS GREAT
ILLUSIONIST and

MASTER MAGICIAN

Worlds Largest Tour;
MYSTERY REVUE W

NOW BOOKING DATES
6331 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 603
Hollywood, Calif: - 90028
Phone: Person-to-Person
KEN GRIFFIN after 4:30 p.m.
Houston (713) 729-7076

Danny Kaye as
Ringling’s host

Danny Kaye will join circus
stars from some 20 countries
as he hosts the all new "“High-
lighst of Ringling Bros. and
Barnum & Bailey Circus” TV
special which will be shown
by NBC-TV on Jan. 30th.
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VICTOR JULIAN, who lost his dog costumes to fire
{over $6,000 worth) has had fabulous new, heavily
rhinestoned dog-dresses made by |RIS KEPPO plus
two new ballerina costumes made by the ELKINS
SISTERS. The costumes are the most lavish Victor
has ever used. Victor says he ran into problems trying
to get the new wardrobe insured. In the future, how-
ever, wardrobe will be secured behind locked doors
and a clause inserted in all contracts calls for the pro-
tection of an adequate dressing room to be fumished.
| don't blame him. Fire officials in Fort Worth claim
a cigarette tossed carelessly over the dressing room
partition ignited the costumes; alleged to have hap-
pened fifteen minutes before show time, and not
when the building was deserted. Neither Victor or
others believe this theory. Thus the fire remains a
mystery but deliberate arson is suspected.

CLIFF VARGAS flew to Venice to catch Ringling
Red and praised the clown numbers in this year's show
As for Circus Vargas the entire show has been renno-
vated with new seating and a new sound system.
Wardrobe for the long awaited new tournament has
been finished and is now in use. New acts other than
those |'ve named in previous columns, include the LOS
ARGENTINE GAUCHOS, the TANGIERS, an 8 per-
son Arabian tumbling troupe, a Gorilla Parody and the
zg#sl‘ﬁ's cradle working in tandem with the BUR-

SNAPSHOTS: The VASHEK DUO is Kennywood
Park’s season curtain-raiser (set by BAUER-HALL,
bnokinaﬂall acts at the park this year). . .CRAWFORD
& GLORIA is an illusion novelty with unusual warmth
and humor, performing tongue-in-cheek routines which
impart a charming touch to their magic act. . .AERIAL
ETTA bowed with new entrance wardrobe in Saginaw
and has had an aluminum outdoor rigging built by
WIRENGARD. . .Elephant acts and Flying acts at a
Emium this year, so look for a number of dates to

k one or the other, or both. . .One of my spies re-
ports seeing MISS LONI in the Disney Holiday Parade
in Orlando. . .Producers of CIRCUS AMERICA took
the entire cast on a sight-seeing tour of Washington
during their four day hiatus. . .The elephant ““Reed”
usad by REX WILLIAMS has been castrated. . .Dame
KATE HANNEFORD has been under the weather but
is feeling better. . .LILLI-ANA to make the Kentucky
Shrine dates for HUBLER. . .VASQUEZ FLYERS in-
to Buffalo in April for the same show. . .KNOPS perch
{outstanding) to make the HAMID-MORTON tour. . .
FLYING LANES into St. Paul for that show. . .1t looks
favorable for a return of CIRCUS AMERICA to the
Capitol Centre this Xmas. The new show, a one-ring
format, was a success. How nice to report that a non-
sponsored quality circus made it work. .. TOMMY

HANNEFORD riding act will this year feature 10 per-
sons and are using new Russian-styled wardrobe. . .
LOU ANN JACOBS terribly disheartened by not win-
ning an award at Monte Carlo. Don‘t be, Lou Ann, ap-
pearing in that prestigious affair is honor enough. . .
TOMMY BENTLEY and CHUCK CLANCY hosted a
gala New Year's Eve party to which CLIFF VARGAS
showed up as a surprise guest. . .The London Cham-
pionships will be TV‘d in March and “Side Show" the
TV movie featuring Circus Vargas airs in early March,

For once editor Don Marcks must submerge his in-
herent modesty when it’s revealed that HELEN WAL-
LENDA mailed a check for some advertising last year
thanking people for donations for the KARL WAL-
LENDA room to be added to Showfolks. Don return-
ed the check and ran the ad free, Helen donated the
money to the Fund in Don’s name and has asked me
to publicly thank him for his kindness to her. Evident-
ly there are delays with the new room and one hopes
the room will be finished soon, since nobody worked
harder for Showfolks than did the late KARL WAL-
LENDA. Incidentally, the new high wire act featuring
RIETTA is closing with the chair pyramid using two
bikes, more difficult than when the boys walk to
carry shoulder bars. RICKEY WALLENDA and PHIL-
IP GIKAS are the understanders.

CAPSULE CINEMA: Fly to see SUPERMAN, better
than “Star Wars” with incredible breath-taking special
effects, marvelous photography and standout perfor-
mances by America’s new superman sex symbol
CHRISTOPHER REEVES and MARGOT KIDDER as
“Lois Lane”. Kidder is a too-long neglected actress who
finally comes into her own. The sequel “Superman 11"
has already been half-filmed.

ELIZABETH BAUER still talking about the surprise
vacation husband JOE arranged last winter when he
rented a charming Swiss Chalet in Switzerland next to
ELIZABETH TAYLOR's magnificent Swiss retreat.
Down the mountain from them were estates belongin
to WILLIAM HOLDEN and the late CHARLES CHA
LIN. Elizabeth said they slept under thick eiderdown
quilts and opened the windows to breathe pristine air.
Upon awakening they felt and looked ten years youn-
ger (let’s ALL head for Switzerland!).

The Venice premiere engagement of Ringling Red
was a sellout; ditto the St. Petersburg engagement.
NAGHTIN's BEARS have gamered heavy publicity
with a major front page story in the Sarasota Herald
raving about the beat act which makes its entrance in
spotlights when Wally marches ELEVE'N bears up the
track. Act also received a color spread in the St. Peters-
burg press. The CANISTRELLIS are stopping the show
with their fantastic trampoline act.

(Continued on Page 12)
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Now Booking

— For Summer 1979 -
HAVILAND'S DOGS
(2nd Act — Trick Pony)
MARC W. SCHULTZ
2525 W. Peterson Ave., Chicago, |l 60659
Phone: 312 - 769 - 2247

PEUPLE |

JOHANN PETURSSON, retired circus giant (8'4")
played the part of Santa Claus for a Children's
Christmas Party sponsored by the Greater Tampa
Showman's Association.

CLARENCE “Hap"” McGARTH, a circus drummer
for 55 years now lives in Des Moines, lowa. He work-
ed for RUSS DARR, the Hubert Castle Circus, Circus
Vargas and many other shows.

ADEN LOWRY, World’s Tambourine Wizard, from
Kansas, and a member of the Kansas Klown Club,
has just completed a “showman’s vest” with 218 but-
tons. Lowry who has one of the largest button col-
lections in the country plans to show off the vest

at the National Clowns Convention in April. The
back of the vest shows a tambourine, complete

with the jingles.

MICKEY HADES, well-known publisher and dealer
in magic, took time off for a three week tour of the
Middle East over the Christmas holidays. He was
featured with the Canadian All Star Revue which
played in Germany, Cyprus, Israel and Egypt. The
show carried 29 peaple, left Edmonton, Albta., on
Dec. 11th and returned on Jan. 5th.

——

ok year

by RICK O"HARA

Having completed a 9% month season on Dec. 24th,
the Mother Goose Storybook Menagerie (Petting
Zoo) had what was termed by owner Tom Wilds “a
fantastic season.” He went on to say, "we had little
problem with help and weather hurt us on only two
separate weekends.”

Billed as America’s most unique Petting Zoo, the
Menagerie appears at major shopping centers and
malls, both indoors and out, and a few selected fairs
on the west coast.

“During the season,” Wilds commented, “‘we exper-
imented with an additional unit - a more convention-
al type petting zoo for strip centers and fairs.” This
unit was moch more of a success than Wilds had an-
ticipated. Appearing with this unit were the Bones
Craig Performing Elephants and Elephant Rides - ad-
ditional publicity and higher grosses resulted. The
Craig Elephants, known on the West Coast as “Pac-
hyderm Power” will be seen on both units in ‘79,
Improvements are being made on both petting zoo
units at winterquarters in Jacksonville, Oregon. In
addition, a third unit is being framed for some lim-
ited ‘79 appearances. Animal Actors Review, featur-
ing movie and TV animal stars, and presented as a
free show in a circus type format will make its debut
in Sacramento (Calif) in May. The Craig elephants
will compliment the show.

In conclusion, Wilds stated “we haven't closed the
18 books yet, but | can say that the past season
much surpassed our best hopes.” The ‘79 season,
which opens in Medford (Ore) in April, is completely
booked except for two weeks in the late fall. Two-
thirds of the dates are repeats.

— — — AVAILABLE

Contact:

P. 0. Box 91
Pixley, Calif. - 93256

LAWRENCE GRANT

TIGERS AND LIONS

AFTER MAY 10th — — -
LAWRENCE GRANT

— UNTIL MARCH 7,

Pl
)

Phone:
209 - 757 - 3501

1979 —




Lou Ann Jacob

MOTORIZED AERIAL TRAPEZE RIGGING
WITH ITS OWN LIGHTING EFFECTS

BOTH ACT AND WARDROBE ARE OF THE
HIGHEST CALIBER

AVAILABLE FROM MAY 13 thru SEPT. 20, 1979

Write: LOU ANN JACOB
4004 lola Drive Sarasota, Fla. - 33581
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g:avn'a
by JACK NIBLETT

The British Circus season for 1978, lasting longer than
usual with at least two tenting shows still out in early
December, was a very mixed one. Business was “spot-
ty" for the most part. But all our established circuses
managed to make the grade. There was one casualty,
Davey's International, a new circus which plagued by
troubles had a season of three weeks only. However,
the owner of this show has announced that, profiting
by his mistakes he will definitely be back on the road
in 1979,

Two circuses, Hoffman's and Gerry Cottle’s Red Unit
probably had the most successful season, playing most
ly in the North and in Scotland. Cottle’s Circus made
history by showing in the Orkney Islands, a venue ne-
ver before visited by a major circus. Gerry Cottle also
had circus units visiting Iceland and Iran for short
stands.

The Blackpool Tower Circus was a strong bill had a
very successful season, as did Britain's only other
permanent circus building, the Great Yarmouth Hip-
podrome. At the end of the season the Hippodrome
was sold, and there were grave fears that this charm-
ing old building would never be used again as a circus.
However, fortunately, the new owner has expressed

ORGANIST - with or without
organ and transportation. Must
read. Play Circus type show.

DRUMMER - Experienced in
playing shows.

WORK IS SOLID -
MARCH TO NOVEMBER

DON'T MISREPRESENT — Drug
users and Alcholics will be let go
without notice!

Write:

S. JACK JACKSON
336 Plaza Avenue
Louisville, Ky. - 40218

his every intention to ca the fine old circus trs-
dition; a decision hailed with joy by artists and fans.
A new show, Sally Chipperfield's, an off-shoot of the
parent Chipperfield Circus, with a modest but enter-
taining, program made a very successful debut in 78,
and has plans for further developments in 1979.

A large and costly circus, held in the enormous Con-
ference Hall, the Brighton Centre, for six weeks, pro-
moted by Madison Square Garden Productions, inc.,
and Cyril Bertram Mills, failed to draw the crowds
and while the program was praised the show was a
disastrous flop. The Buffalo Bill's Wild West Show
from the U.S.A., visited London for a two week
season, but this show too did not draw the crowds

& hoped for.

The Circus World Championships held in Londen
under canvas during December was a great success
and seems to have consolidated its position as a ma-
jor international event. Competing artists came from
the U.S.A., Mexico, Germany, South Africa, France
and other countries, and the rivalries though friend-
ly enough, generated terrific enthusiasm among the
huge audiences.

There are more Christmas circuses in Britain this year
than ever before. Most of them are staged in buildings
but two are risking the English winter under canvas
— Hoffman's at Birmingham, and Gerry Cottie’s at
the Alexandra Palace Gardens, London.

Incurable optimists that they are, our British shows
are all promising to be out again in 1979. At least
one big new show with a well-known English circus
family name is announced; and there will also be a
big welcome from the Fans for the Billy Smart Cir-
cus who plan a three month stand under their mas-
sive big top in Battersea Park, London, after an ab-
sence of seven years from the travelling circus scene.

PEOPLE

EDDIE HOWE, former Ringling and Cole Bros.
press agent, has been on the road doing advance
work for the Columbia picture “Midnight Express”
which Eddie says is “a winner and sure to win se-
veral Academy Awards this year."” Due to his work
Eddie had to cancel plans to visit his brother who
is @ Marine Col. at the base in Rota, Spain.

WANTED
CIRCUS PROGRAM MAGAZINES

Vendors — Please keep me posted with your
Iatest lists and best prices.

DAVID HAMMARSTROM
1031-B Central Ave. Alameda, Cal. 34501




The Circus Report

Page 3

BETTY WENDANY'S
FUNS-A-POPPIN

Package Shows to Fit Your Needs
Box 391, Sunland, Calif. - 91040
(213) 3524277 (213) 352-2454

 REVIEW |
RLACKSTONE MAGIC SHOW

by Philip Morris

Elephants, ducks, tigers and even a burro appear and
disappear in this two hour extravaganza. |f you were’
not a magic enthusiast when you came to the show,
you were when you left. Harry Blackstone Jr.'s en-
dearing personality is projected forcefully over the
footlights, and soon you are swept into the iliusion
that all magic is real.

Traveling with a cast of 25, including its own orches-
tra and menagerie, the show is an absolute power-
house. Everything is first class including costumes,
props, scenery, choreography and music.

The show will close its 127 city tour on March 25th
- gt Santa Barbara, Calif. Then will reopen 8 weeks la-
ter with an all new program.

Bookings are now set through 1981, with a schedul-
ed run on Broadway at the Winter Garden's Theatre,
a tour of Europe and several TV specials for Home
Box Office showings.

 PEUPLE

BILL KORMPATES set the following acts for the
New Year’s Eve program at the St. Petersburg, Fla.,
Coliseum. The CYCLING BERTINIS, ERIK ADAMS
with dogs/chimps; DON GIAVANNI (Tino Zoppe
Wallenda) high lamp post and the CAVANAUGH
DUO (Paul and Barbara MacCausland) aerialists.

MERLE EVANS was honored at a reception held at
the Ringling Museum of Art in Sarasota on Jan. 21.
Merle was named a ““Sarasota Circus Celebrity.”

JACK CARTER and LILIANE, from the Folies in
Paris, are presently featured at the Resorts Interna-
tional Hotel in Atlantic City.

Would you like to perform in
schools?

Send resume and glossies to:
WISCONSIN BUREAU OF

LECTURES AND CONCERTS
Tilleda, Wisc. - 54978

‘Phone: 715 - 787 - 3300

ACTS

Several novelty acts have been booked by Simone
Finner Enterprises for Nevada hotel engagements
including: CARLTON & CO., magic illusion act;
THE SEVEN JABCZYNSKIS, teeterhoard troupe;
SPARKY & SGT. DUPONT, French comedy dog
act, all appearing in Razzle Dazzle" at the Flamin-
go Hilton at Las Vegas; IONI, French automaton,
and LES QUATRES ILES ROSETTIS, comedy
knock-about acrobatic act at Harrah's Lake Tahoe,
and STEVE BOR, Australian juggler at the Las Ve-
gas Hilton,

IN MEMORIAM

EMMA CRISTIANI (92), known as “Mama" died at
Sarasota, Fla., early this month. She was born into a
circus family in Modena, Italy, where her father op-
erated the Nottan Circus. Her hushand, Emesto, who
died five years ago, was also an Italian circus perfor-
mer.

During her performing years she appeared as an aerial-
ist, but the family was best known for its riding act.
Members of the family participated in a variety of
circus acts.

The Cristianis came to the U. S. in the mid-1930's to
join Ringling-Barnum and in 1949 formed their own
circus which was on the road for 18 years. John Ring
ling North was a personal friend and frequently dined
with them after their performances.

Survivors include several children, plus 27 grand-
children and 28 great-grandchildren, many of whom
are circus performers.

THE FLYING PADILLAS are expected to join Cir-
cus Vargas for the 1979 tour, as are the CARLOS
TWINS and three HERRIOTT GIALS along with
10 horses.

JUNGLE \WONDERS CIRCUS

Box 988, Alamo, Texas 78516

Phone: 512 - 787 - 3110




BOOKED WITH
CLYDE BEATTY CIRCUS FOR ‘79 SEASON

AND THE RUSSIAN DANCE
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CIRCUS VARGAS

by Donald Young (Poco)

It was the first day of Southem California’s annual
rainy season - but more importantly Jan. 5th marked
the opening of the 1979 tented circus season in this
part of the country. Circus Vargas, in true circus
style, opened its season with an exceptional show,
over coming an array of problems. Of all the prob-
lems confronting a tenter's opening day, only one
could have been discernable to the audience - the
protruding of nine full size trees within the big top.

As always, Circus Vargas presented a fine perform-
ance. Cliff Varges was visibly on hand throughout
the performance helping in every detail from open-
ing ceremonies to setting props.

Also, in true circus tradition, | noted both Tommy
Bentley and Chuck Clancy, of Bentley Bros. Circus,
were there helping with props and rigging, gladly
lending a hand where ever they could. Other visitors
included Bob Dunham, Ralph Horton, Harry Jenkins,
Slim Lewis, Gene McDonald, Jo McMillan, Bill Rice,
Jim Swafford, Wally Ross and Sandy Strong.

Mr. Varges has always done much to elevate the
quality and reputation of the American circus and

|, for one, sincerely wich him another fine season

as one of this country's outstanding showmen.

$20.00
BALD CURLY

COSTUMES

Everything from Gorilla Suits, Clown Shoes
to Miniature Cars.

You'll Love The

CLOWN
wWigs £

$38.00

’ N :
M FRIGHT WIG
3108 Monroe Road

Charlotte, North Carolina 28205
SEND $2.00 FOR A COMPLETE CATALOG. ~imosl®

Talent

An advance report on the program for the upcoming
Hamid-Morton Circus tour indicates the following
acts have been set: the Hawthorn tigers; Phillips Ca-
nine Revue; Don Anderson’s Horses; Mr. Ron, jugg-
ling; The Knops, double perch; Joe Horworth, chimp
act; Miss Sophia, web; Joe Phillips and the dancing
horse ‘Golden Mist’; Les Maerk Flyers; the Cuneo
Elephant and tiger; Rianos Duo, wire; Eugene and
Aurelia; the Jabcyinski Troupe, teeterboard; the
Cuneo elephants; Nerveless Nocks, sway poles, plus
several clowns. Earl Michels will be the show's an-
nouncer'ringmaster, and the Sensational Leighs will
isc:inpt.m show for its dates at Oklahoma City and

. Paul.

PEOPLE

THE CAVANAUGH DUO, aerialists, were featured
at the Greater Tampa Showman's Club’s “Night At
the Dog Track” on Dec. 12th,

PATRICK O'BRIEN, known as “Captain Dynamite”
has beerrsigned for appearances at five Major and
Minor league baseball games this year. He will be
presenting his “Coffin of Death” act

AFRO
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MS. APRIL
110 ft. SWAY POLE

NOW BOOKING

FOR
FOR

1979 SEASON

CARNIVALS, FAIRS, CIRCUS, PARKS, SHOPPING CENTERS, ETC.

Contact:
APRIL FOSSETT

P. 0. Box 554
Gibsonton, Fla. - 33534

Phone: 813 - 677 - 7542

 PEOPLE |

THE KLEMENTIS, bicycle act; ELEK SEBESTIAN
and his Poodles, plus DIETO, juggler are featured in
a revue at the Hotel Jaragua in Santo Domingo. The
show's finale has 52 people on stage.

HAPPY and KARIN DAVIS, and MARGARET
STEWART visited the Ringling Red Unit and the
CANISTRELLI Family at St. Petersburg, Fla.

FRANCARRO & ESTRELETA, aerialists, were
among those appearing in the Shrine Circus at Sag-
inaw, Mich.

MATHEW and MICHAEL HOUBRICK, of Spokane,
Wash., are the only twins to have ever been enrolled
in the Ringling Clown College.

KEN "Turtle"” BENSON, who is currently with the
Zoo at Monroe, La., will tour with Circus Genoa
this season. In addition to handling several acts he
will be the show's equestrian director.

F.BEVERLY KELLEY, former Ringling-Barnum
Press and Publicity Director, now lives in St. Louis
and will soon be out in front of a major Broadway
touring show.

GENE LYNCH, who had the Yellow Ticket Wagon

on RBBB for many years and later handled novelties
on that show now lives in Sarasota with his wife,

EESPL Gene is the bartender at the Sarasota Elks
lub.

JAMES “Jim" RISON, a veteran circus promoter

now lives in Clearwater, Fla., with his wife CLEO.
They have a new home and Jim continues to keep
active handling promotion for a variety of Shrine

Circus dates.

JOHN HERRIOTT end family have been getting
plenty of good press reports for their outstanding
acts now with Circus Vargas.

GEORGE “Red"” WHITE, former RBBB side show
manager, and his wife BARBARA, a former circus
girl, have moved from Las Vegas to Reseda, Calif.

ROMAN SCHMITT has completed training two As- -
ian and one African elephant for his new act. He
plans to add more elephants in the future. This sea-
son he will be working dates for Bill Kay, Hubert
Castle and Georga Hubler.

.BILLY BARTON (Continued)

KENNTH AND IRVIN FELD bought out the Venice,
Theatre premiere of SUPERMAN as a Christmas pre-
sent for the entire cast of Ringling Red. They wish to
thank the gentlemen via this column - T'is done.!

See you down the road, luvs.

AVAILABLE for 1979
CIRCUS - PARKS - FAIRS, ETC.
CHIMP ACT
Call: 414 - 452 - 6567

Forced Sale

3 YEAR OLD MALE CHIMPANZEE — Worked
2 years in single act — Handles easily by anyong
eager to leam.

— $3,500.00 -

Tex Earnhardt 602 - 832 - 3780
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In Memoriam .;?

ROBERT C. KING (71), of Richmond, Ind., died
suddenly on Dec. 27th. He was a 25 year member
of the Showman's League of Amarica and also be-
longed to the CMB and CFA. He was a charter mem-
ber of the Cheerful Gardner Tent No. 107, Indian-
apolis and the Bob and Mary Jo Couls Tent No. 123,
as well as Historical Lecturer for the Harold Barnes
Tent No. 110, of Springfield, Ohio.

Bob was a retired printer and used to print material
for both circuses and camivals. At one time he served
& 8 billposter for several shows.

Survivors include his wife, Agnes, a daughter, Ann
Fox and two grandchildren.

IOLIA WATERBURY, mother of Paul V. Kaye and
a friend of many circus people, died in Hollywood,
Calif., on Jan. 15th. Burial was at Forest Lawn Cem-
stery in Hollywood Hills, Calif.

 SPECIAL_

Annual Memorial Services will be held for the Grea-
ter Tampa Showman's Club on Feb. 11th. Bill Korm-
pates, the club’s Chaplain will give the Eulogy. Others
taking part in the service will be: Monsignor McCar-
thy, with the Invocation, Ronald A. Turton, from
Virginia, will give the serman, while Dr. Rev. Milt F.
Kaufman (Goodings Million Dollar Midway) will of-
fer the Benediction.

Miscellaneous

‘A phone call from the Gatti Show office says “no
one using the name lan Macintyre ever worked for
this circus.”

The elephant Cora, a female at the Acton (Calif) wild
animal ranch operated by Tippi and Noel Marshall,
was badly beaten by her mate, Timbo. Sixty men us-
ing pulleys managed to get her back to her feet and
quick aid by a vet will save the animal.

CENTRAL INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

An affiliate ot A. C Nelsen Co.

Serving the insurance needs of per-
formers and show people for over
thirty years.

2112 HARNEY STREET =

OMAHA, NEBRASKA 68102 402-345-7558

Pol Poewree

by MIKE NAUGHTON

lllusionist Dorian Blake is sporting a new 28 foot
Fleetwood trailer . . . This summer Al and Joyce Vid-
bel will return to the Catskill Game Farm in upstate
New York with their elephant and pony acts . . Pat
Bissonette’s CB handle is “SnowScout,’ since he mov-
ed to sunny Minnesota.
Juggling dynamo Lottie Brunn will spot date in ‘79
... Clown Middy Streeter returned as Santa to
Macy’s Herald Square . . . Balancing sensation Bob
Good is slated to work Eastern spot dates this sum-
mer . .. Frank Hannon, The Maine Clown, has rebuilt
his ‘Ha-Mony Piano,’ which will be featured on fair
dates this season,
Mike Naughton remodeled some headdresses for Jan-
ice Blake, when the Blakes visited the Naughtons in
the Catskill Mountains . . . Tiny Phillips reports the
Felix Adler Tent CFA held its Christmas Party at Al
and Maxine House's home in early December. Some
30 members attended the affair . . . Linda Chandler
was 50 overwhelmed with the Treasures of King Tut
exhibit in New York City, that she is considering re-
vising the Egyptian theme for her trapeze display,
that she featured a few years ago . . . RinglingBamum
will be the first event of the new Glens Falls (NY)
civic center when it opens in late May.

AVAILABLE

— FOR CIRCUSES -

LLOYD THE CLOWN
MAGICIAN ACT

LLOYD LOAN 18 Valentia Street
Phone: 522-2549 Huntington, W.Va. 25705

ANIMAL MEN
WANTED

DIESEL TRUCK DRIVERS who can work with
Elephants and Tigers. Must be Sober and Reliable
Assistants to Trainer. Elephant man must be able
to lead elephants in Spec.
WE CAN PLACE 3 GOOD MEN
FULL YEARS WORK — TOP PAY
JOHN CUNED
Rte. 1, Box 32H Grayslake, IIl. 60030
Phone: 312- 546 - 0717
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AVAILABLE

—~ FOR 1979 DATES -

LIPKO COMEDY CHIMPS

Call Toll Free:
1-800-824-7888 Ext. A-263

 SPECIAL |

Show people attending Christmas dinner at the home
of Jim and Kathieen Davis and Clara Stevens, were
Ralph and Naomi Carpenter, John and Janet Howard,
Wes Barton, Neil Franzen, Gary Hern and Jimmy Ker-
nan.

All but the Carpenters and Jimmy Kernan are pres-
ently staying at the Davis’ winterquarters in the Rio
Grande Valley of south Texas, near Alamo.

\\\\[\ilnﬁ -“3}-

s

TOP HATS

Phone: 912
786 - 5887

$49.95 ™

ANY COLOR WITH YOUR FABRIC

\

Collapsible Hats
$69.95 plus
2.05 postage

Black Plush Top Hats
$75.00 available in
Non-collapsible black
only — Plus Postage

\

4

For Further Information Write:
Al-Sue Corp.
P. 0. Box 1395
Tybee Island, Ga. 31328

'L Send Stamped, Self-Addressed Envelope

The final line-up of North American acts participating
in the upcoming Australian tour of the Evel Knievel
Thrill Spectacular has been confirmed. Jim Lawrence,
vice president of Amusement Enterprises of Houston,
Texas, producer of the program said that 13 Ameri-
cans have been contracted and 10 from Mexico City
to complement the 12 Australian and one act from
Denmark.

The 42 city tour of Australia headlined by stuntman
Evel Knievel opens Feb. 21st in Orange, NSW, 100
miles west of Sydney. Lawrence revealed that several
American acts previously announced had been cancel-
led. “We were unable to clear Dave Merrifield’s Hali-
copter Trapeze act with the Australian authorities,”
Lawrence said. “And Bob Atterbury’s ‘Rocket Car’
and Rex Young's Comedy Car both dropped out be-
cause of what they felt was too rigorous a schedule
of one-nighters.” Signed to replace them were “The
Los Hunos" precision and acrobatic motorcycle
team from Mexico City. It features five men and

five women from the Mexico City police and transit
departments performing acrobatic stunts on moving
motorcycles. Happy and Karen Davis have been sign-
ed to handle the clown work for the 9 week tour.
Lawrence also announced that the “Loop of Death”
that has been developed by his associate, Bill Siros
of Houston, completed a successful test run with ri-
der Charles Queen of Sterling, Ill. “We perfected it
one day before we put it on a boat for Australia,”
said Lawrence.

Mailroom

The mailman brought mail addressed to the following
people this past week. The Post Office says they are
unable to deliver it as addressed:

‘Tom Hamil Donald R. Strong
James Lester Frank E. Powell
Joseph Paonessa Terry Kirwald Russsll
Philip H. Estes

. 1
In Memoriam .3

PETER D. ROBERTS (89) a retired circus clown
and member of AGVA, died Jan. 6th at Tampa,
Fla. Survivors include his wife, Frances, and sons,
David and John of Tampa, and Frank and Joseph
of Brooklyn, NY.
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| would like to advise all animal acts that they must

have a permit to travel through the state of Georgia, MOVIELAND ANIMALS

as well as New Jersey, Also a $50 license is required

to play in Georgia and | have been told there are no ANIMAL PRODUCTIONS YOU NAME IT
exceptions by the Fish and Wildlife Service. The fee SPECIALTY ACTS | TAME IT

is $100 for a full year.

Also in Florida they require a license which costs
$5.00, or $10.00 for a full year.

Col. Jerry Lipko
©

Can any of your readers provide me with the answer
to two questions | have?

1 - What became of the movie “Ring of Fear” which
featured Clyde Beatty? It seems to have just disap-
‘peared after being around in the 1960's.

2 - Whatever happened to the Chewing Gum Minia-
ture Circus units that were around in the 1930°s?
They were mounted on a glass enclosed truck and
were mechanically operated.

Almond Knight

BiILL RIVERS

Rte. 1 - Box 262
Camdenton, Mo. 65020
314 - 346 - 5410

BILL RIVERS

10940 Riverside Ave.
Bioomington, Ca. 92316
714 -877 - 2877

| PEUPLE

VINCE CARMEN's magic/illusion show now features
12 major illusions and carries 6 assistants. The show
is touring in Texas for the Great Texas Productions.

MARY MARTIN, star of stage and screen, is tounng
the country for Fieldcrest, appearing at department
stores with her personally designed bedding.

HAL HAVILAND writes that he would like to see
some scientist hamess the bureaucratic hot air com-
ing from Washington as a means of ending the cur-
rent energy shortages.

illusions. Complete wardrobe.

balance, do not answer this ad.

FOR SALE
MAGICRAMA - ILLUSION SHOW

MAGICRAMA is a complete show, consisting of a 16 foot, 1978
custom tandem wheel trailer. 100 watt wireless sound system. 48 foot
velveteen curtains and rods. Total lighting system. Many special built

Professional agents and promoters. Show “‘booked’’ well into 1979.
Promotional team included with show and staff will train you.
Unless you can make the required down payment and secure the

This truly is the golden opportunity for a full-time performer.

MAGICRAMA
P.O. Box 4644, Spokane, Washington 99202




