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New Contract Plan
In a move to keep the Ringl ing-Barnum Circus coming back, for at

least the next five years, the City Counc i l of Jacksonvi l le (Fla.) has agreed to
accept a lower gate percentage. There was no oppos i t ion to the move that
would reduce the circus' contr ibut ion to the city by 2 per cent.

By meeting the same rates as other cities the circus will continue to play at Jacksonville,
at least for the next five years, according to Coliseum manager Dick McMeekin. He said the cir-
cus objected to the 12% gate tax that is norm
ally charged by the city. Other cities in the
area - West Palm Beach, St. Petersburg, Lake
land and Miami - have a 10% gate tax.

The resolution authorizing the new
agreement with the circus was submitted to the
council by Mayor Hans Tanzler. It provides
for a five year contract at the lower gate tax.
rate.

Shrine Date
The 35th annual Al Chymia Temple Shrine Cir-
cus, at Memphis, Tenn., will offer performances
at the Mid-South Coliseum, Feb. 9-13, accor-
ding to Virgil H. Wilder, circus director. The
big show, whose prices range from $1.50 to
$4.50, will be produced by Hubert Castle and

Continued on Page 19

AVAILABLE FOR LIMITED ENGAGEMENTS

JACOBS
HOLLYWOOD ELEPHANTS

Contact
JUDY JACOBSKAYE

Suite 519 • 1680 North Vine Street • Hollywood. California • 900.'-
Area Code 213* 462-6001
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The 8th annual tour of the Wonderful World of
Horses got underway on Jan. 5th, at Jackson-
ville, Fla., before a crowd of about 2400. The
1977 show is much lighter than in'previous
years, lacking the production numbers and ri-
ders of the past. As a result it does not spark the
audience's enthusiasm until well into the per-
formance. But, what the performance lacks is
more than made up with the outstanding Las
Vegas style musical arrangements and conduc-
ting of bandleader George Weeden. The music
keeps the tempo moving nicely and each num-
ber is penned to individual horses. This, plus
special lighting effects makes the show well
worth seeing.
The performance consists solely of acts as op-
posed to the past with acts appearing in the
production numbers. As a result each act must
stand on its own, and unfortunately, several
fall short of this goal.
Outstanding in the show is Gaylord Maynard
and Charles Skelton. Mr. Skelton makes two ap-
pearances, once in Spanish attire, riding a bay
Andalusian stallion, and the second in mod-
em dress, riding a golden palomino stallion.
He offers both Grand Prix Dressage and riding
while using no hands or reins.
Veteran Gaylord Maynard stunned audiences
with his appearance of an American-bred sad-
dle horse that performs a series of dance steps

FANS ! ARE YOU SARASOTA BOUND
FOR THE CONVENTION?

Plan to stop at Doc Miller's where
you can find those posters you've always
wanted.

Starke is on U.S. 301 South of Jack-
sonville and East of Lake City, off 1-75
(Exit 90 East to Rt. 100).

Woodland Acres Mobile Home Park is
3y2 miles South of Starke, East from the
junction of state road 227. Look for the
mail box post with circus carvings.

ART (Doc) MILLER
Rte. 3 - Box 323-C Starke, Fla. 32091

to modern musical tunes. The audience came
alive and cheered every step of the horse. At
this point Weede and Maynard presented a
contest wanting to outdo the other. The au-
dience caught on and really showed their ap-
preciation. Maynard's second number offers
a drunk act with the horse, with real comedy
in the Laurel & Hardy style, which the audience
enjoys.
A western trick roping and riding act presented
by two young ladies from California is one of
the down spots of the performance. What
could be a crowd pleaser needs lots of work
and perfection for it to keep pace with other
acts on the show.
Actor David Piel's commentary of acts and
movements of various horses kept the audience
well-informed. His pleasing voice and manner
is welcomed, he was away for several years due
to TV commitments. Other highlights, which
were well-liked by the audiences included the
"Airs Above the Ground" and "Grand Quad-
rill" numbers.

The show is traveling on two horse vans, both
straight jobs, and each carrying nine horses.
There is also a prop semi (carries flooring, back-
drop, scenery, stabling and show-owned lights).
A short winter tour of the southeast will end
in February, after which a six week layover will
follow, with the show opening in the late spring
for its Canadian and West Coast tour. Several
equine acts will be added for the summer run.
All in all, this season's show is fast-paced and in
general well worth seeing.

B. F. Frank

'GYPSY ALICE AND HER BIRDS"

A Colorful Fantail Dove Act
(Approximately 5' Minutes)

Please Contact:
ALICE MESSERI, c/o Vidbel

R. D. 1 - Box 152
Windham, N.Y. - 12496
Phone: (518)734-4137
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Currently appearing in

§ THE WORLD'S
GREATEST
CIRCUS STARS

14 W E E K A U S T R A L I A N TOUR

Booked By

ENTERTAINMENT ENTE
SUITE 519 » HOLLYWOOD TAFT B^tuD'NG * HOLLYWOOD A VNE • HOLL.vwOOD CALIFORNIA

A R c A CODE 213 . MOLL. YWOOC 2 6OO1
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!rcus Books Galore -• The world ol BOOKS
The World of Clowns by Bishop

(Brand New) $20.00
Clowns by John Towsen
; (Brand New) $12.95
•Circus, Lure and Legend

by Fenners $ 2.98
Mud Show - A Circus Season

by Powledge $10.95
Karl Wallenda by Ron Morris

(Autographed) $ 8.95
Amazing Ringlings and Their Circus

by Plowden $ 3.98

Ticket To The Circus by Charles
Fox $ 3.98

Humbug by Neil Harris $ 2.98
Merle Evans - Maestro of the Circus

by Plowden $ 4.95
Gargantua, Circus Star of the Century

by Plowden $ 2.98
Tiger, Tiger - 25 Years with Big Cats

by Chas. Bauman $ 9.95
(Later around March 1st)

Please add $1.00 postage for 1st book - 50c each for others

1488 Main Street Sarasota, Fla. - 33577

HUBERT CASTLE CIRCUS
Jan. 24-30 Grand Rapids, Mich.

CIRCUS VARGAS
Jan. 24-26 Galveston, Texas

COLE ALL STAR TV CIRCUS
Jan. 24 Danville, Pa.

25 Turbotville
27 Bloomsburg
28 Wingate
29 State College

POLACKBROS CIRCUS
Jan. 28-30 Roanoke, Va.

RINGLING-BARNUM (Red Unit)
Jan. 18-31 Miami Beach, Fla.

KEN GRIFFIN (Magic Show)
Jan. 24 Elsinore, Calif.

27 Belen, N. M.
29 Shamrock, Texas

Australia's Burton's Circus is managed by Lind-
say Lennon and his father, Mick. The show uses
a big top that measures 73 ft x 109 ft. and has
a 36 ft. center section.

The show's current program features: Paul Don-
nelly and Wayne Lennon, slip and slide; Mick
Lennon, whips; Peter Waller, slack wire; Clowns;
Adrian, hand balancing; Mick Lennon, chest-
nut pony; Lindsay Lennon and son, Wayne, the
Honey Bee Gag; Bow Kwan, magic; Miss Cathy,
single trapeze; Lindsay, Muldoon.

After intermission comes: Adrian, iron jaw;
Miss Denise, contortion; Clowns; Mick Lennon,
rope spinning; Wayne Lennon and camel; Bob
Kwan, shooting act; Mick Lennon and mon-
key; Peter Waller, unicycle; Toltino, high wire.

MRS. AMERICA PAGEANT
Jan. 29 Las Vegas, Nev.

SOUTHWESTERN EXPO
Jan. 28-Feb. 6 Ft. Worth, Texas

WIZARD OF OZ SHOW
Jan. 25-30 Kansas City, Mo.



WITH f HE HELP OF Friends and his mother Col.
JERRY LIPKO has replaced the chimps he lost in a
fire on Dec. 10 and has his act ready for contracted
engagements. He bought one, was given one as a gift,
which he had sold iast July, and then obtained two
others from AL ANTONUCC1. Jerry has inked the
Danbury and North Carolina State Fairs, will play
toes for SAM T. POLACK and may tour with the
Rydy Bros. Circus.

Little MARIO ZOPPE (son of Johnny & Betty) top-
ped a year of accidents when he was dragged by a
runaway pony. Mario received 14 stitches in his head.
The accident occured right after Christmas....VIVIAN
SCOTT, last of the Scott girls to get hitched, is mar-
ried to RICK HALBROOK. The couple lives on a farm
(end loves it) in Madere, Calif....PAM & MERLE COOK
are putting out two Funny Ford acts this season
COUNT NICHOLAS paid a surprise visit to the Em-
mett Kelly, Jr. Circus, visiting old pals EMMETT, Jr.
end yrs. truly. The Count looks terrific and is as full
of himself as atways!....MARSHA HUNT reports the
show bought a new low-boy semi and 5th wheel...ED
RUSSELL wilt spot date CASTLE starting in March...
DE MILLE is currently with Fleckles....S!GNOR RAI
appeared at the Showfolks Party New Year's Eve.

It's been reported that ANETA VARGAS is now at
Circus Circus....KARL WALLEWDA's Xmas gift to
wife HELEN was an off-white mink stole....Doc
HENDERSON (RBBB vet) who had open heart sur-
gery last July, left St. Luke's Hospital in Houston the
day before his scheduled surgery to remove a growth
from an elephant's foot, then checked himself back
•in. That's what you call "duty" before "self."....EM-
METT KELLY, Jr. presented his wife NANCY with a
new 40 ft. Country Aire 5th wheel. Emmett's mother
EVA MAE LEWIS, struck by a car while walking to
a shopping center, is recovering nicely....That new
smile TOMMY HANNEFORD is sporting is the result
of some extensive dental work.....JOE ZOPPE finally
convinced the airlines he needed to land in Browns-
ville (Tex) and was finally reunited with his family
in Mexico City. Joe says everything is A-Okay.

If you like "fish stories" you'll love comic juggler
BOBBY SMITH who tells them with a flair. Bobby is
an independent film producer and is readying a comic
adventure action film to be shot and released in 78....
Top-notch rope-spinner KENT CLAYTON is a witty,
warm-natured fellow, but - if you dress in his room
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for heaven's sake DOW'T step on his ropes. He turns
into Dr. Jekyll/Mr. Hyde!....YOLANDA ZOPPE (Joe's
sister) is with JIMMY HALL'S bear act. Bossing Big
Bruins ain't easy, but Yolanda does it!....The JAVAN-
NA Baboon act (Jeannine Hall) wili have four bab-
oons to start, more to be added later....More than one
circus is headed for Japan this season - two that I
know of and possibly three.

HEIDI (Gutis) and her husband JIM GROGAN (he
pilots DAVE MERRIFIELD on his "Mission impos-
sible" aerial adventures) are blissfully soaring aloft in
at atmosphere of rosy romance. Heidi, who has re-
tired from the GUTIS act, says she is now a "bubble
washer" in hubby Jim's Helicopter biz. He, by the
way, is going to night school where he is studying
Data Processing. The MERRIFIELD 'Copter Thriller
will return for its 5th straight year to the BARTLETT
water show in Wisconsin.

LOTTiE BRUNN has returned from the Bahamas,
tanned, refreshed and positively aghast at the horrible
Eastern weather which is BRRRRR! PRINCE NAJ-
VEZ was "re-run" on the MIKE DOUGLAS show on
Dec. 30th and sez that "twice as many people seemed
to have seen him the second time around"....FRED
& LONI VAN VOORDEN spent the off-time between
Vargas seasons having a custom Boles Aeros 5th wheel
built with a special workshop for Fred and a stmage
area in the rear of the 40 ft. trailer. Loni says sge got

area in the rear of the 40 ft. trailer. Loni says she got
tired of living with buzz saws, nuts and bolts and foot
juggling props always underfoot...BILLY & BONNIE
EARL report SRO biz at the Witches Brew night club
where they are now working....TOMMY BENTLEY
and WES & FLORiNE OLER were among the guests
attending RUDY & CAROLINE JACOBl's Christmas
Wedding....G!L MILLER advises that although the
VILLAMS, who are currently with HELLZAPOPPIN
are set for that show's run, producer ALEXANDER
COHEN has agreed to release them for dates pre-
viously inked with M&M, Hubler and Wayne McCarey
and another act will sub for them.

MICHAEL CHERRICK finally broke down and bought
a trailer....THE ASHTONS may buy property next to
the VALENTINES in Texas....LILA & CLYDE (Jr)
and SONJA & NORMAN ST. LEON, of the now re-
tired St. Leon Teeterboard troupe, have race horses

Continued on Page 13
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T H R E E
Gentle-Female-Asiatic

E L E P H A N T A C T
(Ages: 25, 16 and 9)

1970 Peterbilt Diesel Tractor

40' Fruehauf Customized Trailer
Including Living Quarters

Inquire:
Post Office Box 3666

Hollywood, California 90028

The following information concerning the use
of "subsidiary titles" by Ringling-Barnum is
presented for the general interest of readers.
Readers who care to check it out will find that
starting with the 1973 programs of both the
Red and Blue Units, under the heading "Pro-
duction Staff," there appears the following cre-
dit: "Costumes Executed by Brooks-Van Home
Costume Co. for Hagenbeck-Wallace Costume
Co." The title Hagenbeck-Wallace Costume Co.
first appeared in a slightly different reference in
the 1972 programs.
About this same time, the Ringling interests
purchased the concession interests of W. E.
Lawson and from that time until the present
the title "Sells Floto Inc." has been evident on
the cabs of tractor-trailer combinations. Cor-
porate offices of Sells Floto are located in Me
Lean, Virginia, a suburb of Washington, DC,
as shown in the Northern Virginia phone book,
and another office is located on Ogden Road, in
Venice, Fla., as listed in the Venice phone book.

EVEL KNIEVEL has signed a long-term con-
tract with ABC-TV to perform motorcycle
jumps and serve as commentator for stunts as
presented by others. Under terms of the agree-
ment he is to make at least one major jump a
year.

il̂ St*g»S!iS!8̂ ^S#88pf5ll

Alice Jean Gurtler (38), wife and assistant to
the world famous magician Andre Kole, died
Nov. 28,1976 in Arizona. She was known pro-
fessionally as "Aljeana" and toured with her
husband's show in the U.S. and other countries.
Their programs were presented entirely for the
Campus Crusade for Christ programs.
Survivors include her husband, Robert Gurtler;
a daughter, Robyn, a son, Timothy, her,
parents and a sister.

The first Australian circus to receive a grant
from the government is called "New Circus"
and operates under the ownership of Mike Har-
bison. The entire troupe consists of either uni-
versity graduates or students. The show plays
as a side-walled thing with chairs that can ac-
commodate 500 people.

The program features a high wire act, three
web girls, comedy and announcer. They have
already played 100 performances and plan a
regular tour. Moving on three trucks, the show
also has several private rigs. Show-owned equip-
ment is yellow with red lettering.

50 AUTOGRAPHED COPIES (Only)

1976 TNT & ROYAL OLYMPIC CIRCUS

SOUVENIR MAGAZINE

Autographed by all performers on the 1976
route, whose pictures appear in it! Contains
stories, photos and much more.

Beautiful Full Color Cover

WHILE THEY LAST (First come, First
serve) $2.00 pp

TIM TEGGE
P. O. Box 39 - Garden Grove, Calif. 92642
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.Word has it that Mel Silverlake will be with the
Bailey Bros. Circus this season, operating a se-
cond unit for Gopher Davenport. Last year Mel
sold his Fisher Bros, then stayed on for part of
the season as side show manager, before joining
Mid America.
Jim Howie, RBBB clown for many years, is
preparing a set of clown paintings, the first of
which will be available in March. The others
will be released two months apart.
The Northeast La. Shrine Club has again signed
Eddie Zacchini as producer of their May 1-2
circus at Monroe's Civic Center. Last year they
were able to give the Shrine Hospital $11,000
after the annual circus event.
Reports reaching this reporter indicate that Man
Manuel King has filed a law suit against Mid
America for non-payment fromxpurchases. He
makes his home in Houston and no longer goes
out on the road.
Sallfield Publishing Co., printers of circus col-
oring books for years, has closed thek doors and
the business has-been taken over by Child Arts
Productions, who are putting out a new book
with a cover picture of Lou Jacobs and circus
cut-outs on the back.
The Earl Aliens, of Sikeston, Mo., continue to
entertain folks in their circus room. Earl says he
is afraid that folks will get tired of seeing his
and Louise's pictures in the paper. Never hap-
pen Earl, we need fans like you.
Archie Chan, former RBBB drummer, is with
the Holiday on Ice Show in Mexico. This year
the show will go into South America, too.

TO ALL OUR FRIENDS

on December 19, 1976

The Circus was burned by persons unknown

CIRCORAMA ESPACIAL

Owned by the Campa Family

I, Fred Teurman, brother-in-law of the
family am asking for your support

For Information Call: (213) 927-1201

or write

6612 Clara St. Bell Gardens, Ca. 90201

3T
'Jennifer and Larry Gill, of the Flying LarRays,
are the proud parents of a baby gir! — Elizabeth'
(Beth) Ann — born at Sarasota's Memorial Hos-
pital, on Jan. 2nd. The new arrival weighed in ,
at 8 Ibs. 6!/2 oz., arriving at 2:03 a.m.

Be sure to watch for the "un-ice show" called
"This Is Hawaii on Ice" that opens in March in
.California. The show is performed on a revo-
lutionary new "iceless" skating surface. It is
quickly assembled anywhere and is not affected
by temperature changes and is slipperly only
under pressure from the skates.
Do Do, the Clown is out of qction due to a
pulled back muscle. When asked how he was
feeling, he said, "man I needed the rest, but
how do you get it standing up?".

M. L. Dupont

AVAILABLE FOR BOOKINGS AFTER JULY 1, 1977

(First Time to Tour U.S.A. - Best Male Lion Act Available)
Contact:

JOSIP MARCAN
818 - 13th Avenue - Green Bay, Wisconsin 54304

Phone: (414) 432-5692
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FOR
Seasoned Dancing/Dressage American

Saddlebred Horse - Registered 5 yr.
old - 16 Hands - Dark Bay

Does a complete 6 minute routine work-
ed from long lines - Sidepass, Waltz,
Hind Leg Stand, Reverse March, Series
of Marches With Outstanding Extention
and more. This horse is broke and ready
to work

- ALSO -

Seasoned Trick Riding Horse - Quarter-
horse, 12 yrs old - 15.1 Hands — Dark
Bay

This horse is ring broke and would make
an excellent finish horse for riding act.
Have started High School.

ONLY reason we're selling is we have too
many horses in our stable.

BRADD & SHEILA FRANK
P. O. Box 63 - Satsuma, Fla. 32089

Phone: (904) 649-4580

The program booked by the Royal Danish Cir-
cus for its Feb. 22-27 engagement at the Fun-
coast Fair, Punta Gorda, Fla., will feature:
Dan and Baxen, clowns; Diana, Spanish web;
Almiros, juggling; Bongo, Gorilla parody; Tina,
trapeze; Alberto & Rosita, plate spinning; Les
Thinis, trampoline; Miss April, 110 ft. sway
pole and a Balloon-O-Rama Finale.

LILL1-ANN KR1STENSEN and her leopards
were featured in the Roberts Arena Circus at
Sarasota last month. The act opens with Po-
lack Bros. Circus at Louisville for Feb. 2-6.

THE CIRCUS REPORT is published each week by
Don Marcks, 525 Oak St., El Cerrito, Cal 94530

SUBSCRIPTION RATE: $12.00 a year

YOU
GEORGE HUBLER

Hubler International Circus
For your purchase of a new Wells

Cargo Trailer

"SA VE MONEY WITH JOHNNY"

J O H N N Y C A N G L E

'465 N.E. 102nd Street
'Miami Shores, Fla. 33138
(305) 751-0206

7100 Sixth Avenue
Altoona, Pa. 16602

(814) 944-9347-
or 943-0003

The annual Paul Eagles Circus Luncheon Club
Christmas Circus was held Dec. 20th at the
Fairview State Hospital in Costa Mesa (Calif.).
The show was produced by Don Heaston, who
also Hire'cted the band. Phil McDonald was the
ringmaster.
The program, presented under the DeWayne
Bros. Circus big top, featured: Overture; Slack
Wire; Cradle*; Rope Spinning; The Castoldis,
juggling*; Henry Crowell and daughter, tramp-
oline; Hair Hang; Fay Snyder, dogs; Irena Nob*
litt and Henry's Crowell's daughter, Double
ladder; Whips; The Crassinis, teeterboard*;
Clowns; Miss Rene, web*; The Great Mayo, il-
lusions (William Patterson); Elephant and Ed-
uardo, high wire. (*)-denotes a Great Y Circus
performer. w. c Wood

Full-Color Action Performance Shots, Lot
Views, Scenics, Equipment, Band Photos.

1976 Circus Season Photos Now Available.
Additional Photos Dating Back to 1971
Season Also For Sale. For Details, Send
Stamped Self-Addressed Envelope To:

JAMES D. KALIVODA
1509 South Clinton Avenue •

Berwyn, Illinois 60402
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PHIL JORDAN

It's been a third of a century since the tragic
Ringling fire at Hartford, Conn. The toll was
168 dead, more than 500 injured, though there
has never been a full count.

Those who were there agree - - no one need
:v:vr. died Spectators vbo kepi, ••fwi*' heads £r>(

••.jut safely. The deaa ana seriously injured were
those who panicked.

There's also general agreement on one other
point,.... It could have been a lot worse!

k't that it wasn't bad enough. The fire broke
aut in the big top canvas- near the main entrance
The first display, bi^ „••:., '.-. is end rings, had
ended, Karl Wallenda had just stepped onto the
high wire over the center ring. Some accounts
credit Wallenda with being the first to spot the
growing flames.
In the ring nearest the main entrance, May Ko-
var was still whipping the Alfred Court cats
from the cage to the chutes.
The cat chutes at the other ring were low —
people could climb over them easily; the chute
nearer the main entrance was six feet tall, ac-
cording to Detective Tom Barber, Sr. of the
Hartford Police Dept., who was there that day.
"I knew Karl Wallenda by sight," recalled Ev-
erett Dow, a Hartford newsman who was there
with his stepson that day. "He pointed to the
flames and yelled, 'The tent's on fire!"'

"There was a pause of two or three seconds,
and then the people began yelling and scream
ing."
Most of the dead, Barber recalled, "were those
caught by that runway for the animal act had
just finished, the one that was six feet tall.
People would try to climb it, but it was too tall
and they'd fall down.

"Then other people would go down, too, right
on top of them."
If people had kept their heads, perhaps all
could have escaped the flames. They could have
simply walked to the other exits, or they could
have climbed to the top of the stands, drop-
ping no more than eight to ten feet to the

ground, and walked out beneath the sidewalls,
which were not burning.

But it's not easy to keep your head in a fire,
and panic spreads in a crowd.
As Ringling bandmaster Merle Evans recalled
sadly, "so many people tried to get out the
same way they came in..."

They were not only running directly toward
che fire, for many, that way was blocked by the
cat chutes.
But that was July 6th and the 500 foot big top
with a seating capacity of 13,000 people, was
only half full. Two days earlier, on July 4th, in
Providence. R.I., the matinee had been a straw
house.
Also lucky, as Evans recalls, was what at first
seemed a bit of bad luck. The Hartford lot was
small, so the menagerie top, through which
spectators normally entered the big top, wasn't
up that day.
"Suppose," Evans said, "the menagerie top had
been up that day, the people had tried to go
through it on their way out, it had caught fire
and the animals had panicked; too....

"That would have been so much worse!'

And Dow, too, agrees.
"In just a few more minutes," he told CR,
"the spec, 'Panto's Paradise' was due to start.
The entire hippodrome would have been filled
with floats, people and animals.
"Kelly's float that year was pulled by 16 ele-
phants....
"If they had panicked..."
It could have been worse.
Barber recalled, there was an army anti-air-
craft unit stationed next to the Hartford lot.
"Before the flames were out, they were there
with stretchers and first aid kits, doing all they
could. They really helped.

But Barber recalls one incident that has never
before been published.

"At the cat chute nearer the main entrance,"
he told CR, "after the fire was out and we star-

Continued on Page 11
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Q: The late Will Rogers has always
been thought of as a simple, lovable,
self-efacing rural American. Wasn't he in
fact just the opposite?

A: Rogers was no country bumpkin.
He was a razor-sharp individual when it
came to money, was excessive in his
drinking and ego-centric in his behavior.
His true character did not match his
public image.

brickie s Poodle I onf usij
P. O. BOX 26

COPE. SOUTH CAROLINA 29O3S

TELEPHONE 8O3/534-V466

FIRF (Continued)
ted taking out the bodies, there was one woman
still alive under six layers of the dead — she
didn't have a thing wrong with her.
"She stood there complaining that her stock-
ings had been ruined!"

(Next Week - "Photos")

BARRY LAPPY, unicycle star with RBBB's Red
Unit for the 1975-1976 seasons, worked in a
total of 1,013 performances, never missing a
show during his contract engagement.
WILFRED FACTEAU, retired high wire and
trapeze performer, lives in Starke, Fla., where
he now makes half-scale circus wagons. One of
his prize wagons is a copy of the old Swan
bandwagon.
DAN MILLER, BURYL HUNTER and TER-
RELL JACOBS, Jr., spent Christmas Day vis-
iting and cutting up jackpots when Jacob's
Candyland Circus played a holiday date.
CLIFF GLOTZBACH has been named chair-
man of the CHS Convention

Semi Truck Driver

Good Pay and Working Conditions

Work Around Elephants

Contact:

LEE KEENER

Buckeye Circus Corp.
Canton, Ohio - 44707

Phone: (216) 484-5623
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Phone:
(402) 359-5398

TONY V. STIRLING
Route No. 1

Valley, Nebraska - 68064
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BILLY BARTON is back on the road for the
the 1977 Season

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO
"CIRCUS REPORT"

Do NOT use his Private Address

The annual Christmas show for members of the
American Legion and their families and friends
'at Delphi, Indiana, was held on December 20th.
A blizzard kept many from attending this year,
but those who came had a merry time with the
clowns, headed by Johnny Zoppe, Sr., and in-
cluding George Crissinger, Caroline Warmbrood
and Don and Diana Phillips.
Acts presented were: Susan Sheryll, singing;
Sonja Zoppe, aerial; Don Phillips, unicycle and
the Zoppe Rhesus Monkey Revue. There were
also several clown numbers and of course San-
ta QHUS., plus Christmas treats for everyone
who atterlded the program.

Kaye Scheiman

GEE GEE ENGESSER is busy making new
wardrobe for her upcoming tour with Hubler's
Int'l Circus, which opens in March.

EMILY and LEXIE MELCHER, unicyclists
for the Great Y Circus, were regular features in
the Fantasy on Parade at Disneyland.

All types of novelty acts geared for high school
school auditoriums. Week ends throughout
the year. New England, Western Penna., East-
ern Penna., New York State areas. Also need
act for March 25/26 in Central Florida.

Quote Realistic Prices.

HARMES THEATRICAL PRODUCTIONS

v Jackie Harmes
P. O. Box 2059, Ventnor, N.J. 08406

FOR
3 COMPLETE ACTS

Aerial Cradle Rigging - indoor and out-
door equipment

Rolling Globe Act - 2 globes with ramp
and other items

Chair Balancing Act - 7 aluminum chairs

ALL ACTS A-l CONDITION - Ready to Use
All props are chromed or of aluminum

Call or Write:

• HANK & CINDY (Cassidy) RUMMEL
R. D. 1

Wooster, Ohio - 44691
Phone: (216)264-2361

BILLY BARTON (Continued)
and make the "track scene" annually WALLY &
DORIS NAGHTIN were seen making the rounds in
Sarasota during their off-season time.

The continuing story of BILLY RODGERS, BILLY
RODGERS, (Circus Soap Opera) continues with so
many "breakdowns" and "problems" during his re-
cent Christmas run that it would take the whole CR
to illustrate them. On top of which Billy has joined
the "cast of thousands" being investigated by the IRS
in Florida, who looks askance at the "travel deduc-
tions" the acts are declaring. If the IRS would re-
imburse us for our traveling expenses in exchange for
our weekly salaries we'd really come out ahead!

See you down the road, luvs.

CIRCUS ORGANIST

For Winter and Spring Dates

LEE MALONEY
2216 Mayfield Avenue
Joliet, Illinois - 60435

Phones:
(815)725-8770 (815)725-1059
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A pet lion being moved from Las Vegas to San-
ta Rosa (Calif) took over the driver's seat of a
moving van last week and refused to budge. The
500 Ib. lion smashed through a partition and
crawled into the drivers compartment, causing
the two women drivers to flee.
Stanley, the lion, decided to take over the dri-
ver's duties just outside Fresno. For nine hours
he refused to move, despite coaxing and offers
of food. Finally, the local zoo vet shot Stan-
ley with a tranquilizer and the rest of the trip
was made while Stanley slept it off.

^^/-i^^xxfT^Rl 1iMSPtLl
JOSH SILVER and JOE'SHERMAN, clowns,
plan to work as a team .for the upcoming cir-
CMS season.
OTTO SEROSINI plans to debut his "Berosini
World Famous Circus" this spring, with an un-
der canvas tour.

The program currently being presented in Mex-
ico City by Circus Atayde features many well-
known American show acts.
Feature acts include: Leone! and Miss Robin,
cloud swings; the Zavattas, unsupported lad-
der; Raymond, rola bola; the Kolmedys, sword
balance; Roman Schmitt, trained rhino and ele-
phant; Dagmar Mootz, wire; Rianos Duo, wire;
Don Mike, bounding rope; Herman & Petunia,
comedy riding; Horst Merkle, lions and tigers;
Guel Ramirez and Tino Rodriguez, aerialists;
Ramon Esqueda, Ron Perry and the Rito Bros.,
Jugglers; Alberto Atayde, elephants; Los Mur-
illo, aerial motorcycle; the Olmedas, cycles;
the Piro Bros., trampoline; Durante & Funcion,
downs; Zoppe's Arabian Riders and Hnos.
Espana, flying act.

THE FLYING LAR'-RAYS will tour with L.
N. Fleckles, George Hubler and Wayne Me
:Cary shows during the coming year. They"!! be
doing the triple as a regular part of the act,

IF YOU WANT THE JOB DONE RIGHT!

(30 YEARS IN CIRCUS BUSINESS)

''77 SEASON WITH ROYAL BROS. CIRCUS

A-1 CONCESSION MGR. and SIDE SHOW MGR,

Year Round Address: 2635 Norton Road Kent, Ohio 44240 •
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American visitors to Italy would probably feel
at home beneath the vast blue canopy of Circo
Americano. I saw the circus at Piacenza (north-
ern Italy) in the fall, where it was making a four |
day stand. The big top is red, white and blue, a
six poler and most of the trucks and ticket wa-
gon are lettered in English. The clown head's
face dominating most of the show's advertising
must be the twin brother of Lou Jacobs.
Inside the tent there was ring curb only for the
center ring, although ring carpets were laid out
for the two end rings.

The performance opens with a parade - a show
train with performers disguised as animals. Then
followed a three ring display, with a lady con-
tortionist in each ring. The Jarz Family Chimps
followed with a lively act incorporating a "fly-
ing trapeze" feature, while some do Cossack
riding and a jazz band routine. An interlude pf
clowns then preceded three rings of low wire
performers.
Well-known American circus star Galla Shawn
is featured with her splendid trapeze number,
flanked by Miss Carmen and Miss Josephine on
rope and trapeze. The Ronny Bros, follow in a
risley number and then all three rings were put
into use with a display of jugglers.
With the erection of ring curbs on the end rings
a display of horse numbers was presented with
Bruno Togni directing the center ring. In all
there must have been 40 horses in this display,
a welcome sight in today's almost horseless
circuses.
While the arena was being set three aerial acts
(cradle, web and cloud swing) were presented;
Pablo Noel is no stranger to audiences. He dom-
inates the arena as he works with 8 lionesses and
a male. He wrestles with them, lays down
among them and puts his Head into the mouth
of one animal.
During intermission elephant rides were avail-
able and 8 animals were used for this purpose.
Two excellent flying acts opened the second
half • the Italian Jarz Family and I think from
America, the Flying Gibsons. Both are superb
acts and the only complaint is having to try and
watch both at the same time.

That on and off again sale of Polack
Bros. Circus officially took place last
week, according to generally reliable news
sources.

It is said that the major buyers are Par-
ley Baer, Bobby Cohen and Larry Davis.
Several other un-named buyers were also
involved in the transaction.

A noisy and lively wild west act followed, with
The Dakotas. They do the usual shooting, rope
spinning, knife throwing and fire eating. Then
along came two Hungarian spring-board troupes
both quite good.
Before the big elephant number the ring curbs
were removed, giving the animals the entire
arena. The 13 animals were directed by Willy
Togni, who keeps the huge beasts under excel-*
lance control. The last of the acts was a typical
European clown number 'the washing machine'
gag, followed by a musical number.
The program finished with a spectacle in the
RBBB tradition, called "2,000 Years of Cir-
cus." This spec started with Roman soldiers,
gladiators and chariot drivers, moved to Chinese
and Indian circuses with appropiate floats and
animals. Then came the American Wild West
show with Buffalo Bill and the Indians, cover-..
ed wagons and cowboys, followed by the;
modern U.S. circus with its glitter and spangles,
and with Galla Shawn as "Miss America".
Nothing could follow this but the Circus of the
Space Age with a huge flying saucer invading
the arena, from which emerged a "golden trio"
(The Del Oros) who were superb in plastic
poses. The the whole arena was filled with the
gaily costumed company and it "was all over".
Circo Americano carries a very large and varied
zoo and stables, which must contain over 100
horses, ponies, donkeys and zebras.

Jack Niblett
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An eight year old Indian elephant

' Broken for rides only - Is a good
worker and safe to use.

• REAL MONEY MAKER

Includes truck and special trailer

Will sell all or part as you wish.

or

Will Work or Lease for Reliable
Party.

TONY GENTRY

P. O. Box 515
Newbury Park, Ca. 91320

Phone: (805) 498-3392

THE FOUR FLYING RAMOS are currently ap-
pearing at Circus Circus in Las Vegas thru Apr.
15th, then they tour with the Kaye Cont'l Cir-
cus in Japan.

BETH ANNE NUFER, stunt girl and aerialist,'
along with GARY COLLINS, received a stand-
ing ovation for their cradle act in the "Gala
Gala" TV special. Beth doubles regularly for
LINDA CARTER in "Wonder Woman" and
she doubled for JESSICA LANGE, doing a 55
foot fall in the film "King Kong."

KENT SLATTERY, the showman's favorfte
Dodge salesman, plans on retiring from Hop-
per-Hammond Doge (Berkeley, Calif.) at the
end of February.

P R I N C E NAJVEZ
APPEARING -WORLD P R E M I E R E

- C I R C U S ' O D Y S S E Y -
SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO and TOUR

FEBRUARY 17th thru MARCH 27th 1977

A late schedule change for the TV showing of
the Encyclopedia Britannica's special called
"Clowns" was released just after last week's
paper went to press.

The major city showings, according to the TV
releases were scheduled for:
San Francisco - Jan. 17 - 7:30 p.m.
Detroit - Jan. 23 - 6:30 p.m.
Chicago - Jan. 23 - 5:00 p.m.
Los Angeles - Jan. 23 - 6:30 p.m.
New York - Jan. 26 - 7:30 p.m.

REV. L. DAVID HARRIS is a patient at the
cancer research center — American Oncologic
Hospital, Philadelphia, Pa. 19111. He would en-
joy hearing from fans and show folks.
RAY and SUE MAREK, of the Flying LarRays,
are currently working on second acts that they
hope will be ready this summer.
JIM SWAFFORD recently visited with JOHN
and HERTA CUNEO and WADE BURK in the
Los Angeles area.
ROD WILLIAMS, of Associated Productions,
provided a variety show for the Calif. Fraternal
Order of Police at Riverside (Calif) on Dec. 3.
GENE KELLY will host the Ringling-Barnum
TV special which is scheduled for viewing the
night of March 15th.

Kampgi ounds of America, Inc.
On Rte. 45 - lJ/2 mi. So. of I 80

P. O. Box 8
Frankfort, 111. - 60423

Frank Cusimano, Owner
Phone: (815)469-2454

SPECIAL RATES IF YOU MENTION
CIRCUS REPORT
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HAMMOND BV CONSOLE (Customized)
Leslie 925 outdoor/indoor speaker 140 watts

We Wells Cargo UT-8 Trailer for Organ

A Package Deal at $2,000.00

- Am Retiring -

HARRY J. JENKINS
7876 Caminito Huerta
San Diego, Cal. 92122

Stilt walker Steve La Porte, on RBBB Red for
two years is now boss clown on the Blue Unit..
..Gunther Gebel-Williams is no longer working
his elephant/horses/tiger combo. Instead the
act is being worked by Henry Schroer Pat
Bissonette has photos of Emmett Kelly, Jr.'s
recent accident Bernie Kallman is home af-
ter playing a Puerto Rico date.
Linda Chandler has trained one of her "Peer-
less Puppies" to dance the Hustle....RBBB has
full-color ads on the front and back of Variety
now on the stands....The Barry Miller Troupe
is touring with the James M. Cole Circus....The
Cortez Family, high wire and trapeze, have all
new wardrobe for their Hoxie 77 tour....Janice
and Dorian Blake are manufacturing new car-
toon heads....Mike Naughton is doing nothing
interesting....Johnny Walker, Jr. will head the
bull dept. on Hoxie Bros....Dennis Stevens is
going back to Beatty-Cole....Phone calls to Las
Vegas brings Phil Chandler's white tiger closer
to its debut. M^e Naughton.

The Wisconsin Bureau provides programs
for schools. Talent needed for 1978 -
1979 School Year.

Write: WISCONSIN BUREAU
Tilleda, Wise. - 54978

Phone: (715) 787-3300

fjote I
Because of increases in the price of chemicals,

j ink, plates and paper, which took effect this
month, we are forced to increase our advertis-
ing rates.
Henceforth, the advertising rates will be: Mini-
mum ad $5.00; Quarter Page $10.00; Half Page
$15.00; Full Page $25.00. Additional colors
are $10.00 each.

WALLY BICKMORE and his wife, CVIGI, and
their baby, visited practice sessions of the Great
Y Circus at Redlands (Calif) enroute to their
home in Oregon.
TOM and ROBIN BISHOP (The McKay Duo
aerial cradle) are currently staying with WAR-
REN C. WOOD, director of the Great Y Circus.

Among those touring with RBBB's Red Unit
are: Kit Haskett, announcer; Keith Green, mus-
ical director; Dave King, organist; Bob Batch-
elor, drums; Wally Pyper, wardrobe supt. and
Elena Ben Said, wardrobe mistress.
The Red Unit is reportedly traveling on 37 cars,
which carry new car decals, applied just before
the train left quarters.

Circuses will never give up using baggage
horses! Or quit traveling by rail!

Sounds silly doesn't it? Well real circus
billers and lithographers are also a fast
vanishing breed.

A worth while souvenir of their era are
"Lithographers" sticks used to place pos-
ters high up in store windows. I have a few
professional made pairs, tough light bass
wood, carefully shaped, pointed and san-
ded - sliver free.

$6.50 a pair postpaid

ART "Doc" MILLER
Rte. 3 - Box 323-C Starke, Fla. 32091
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DIRECT FROM
TV'S HIT SHOW
starring
- H-THE

COCKATOO

in a great
All-Star Bird Show
(Winner of TVs Best Animal
Performance Award)

SHILLING THEATRICAL PRODUCTIONS

P. O. BOX 281 • HUNTINGTON, LONG ISLAND, NEW YORK 11743 » 516 - AR 1-2268

A featured performer with the Italian circus
Circo do Brasil died at Pisa on Jan. 4th, after
starving to death. The 25 year old elephant
"Sandra" refused to eat when her trainer left
the circus.
Sandra and her trainer Helmuth Krone had
been together for 15 years. Circus officials
said the elephant just couldn't understand why!
Krone left.

Sandra played the piano and several other in-
struments in an elephant band number, along
with two other elephants.

mfmmX'SSfsfri ssssKsessassKsg

Production numbers for the RBBB show this
year include: Circus Magic, Simean Safari, The
Mardi Gras and Elephant Disco.
Fun Unlimited has been busy booking TJ.
S. acts into European night clubs and
other show dates.

Capt. William Heyer (88), well-known circus
horse trainer, died in Sarasota, Fla. on Jan. 2nd.'
Born in Holland he served in the Dutch Army
in the 1920's. The Ringling-Barnum Circus
brought him to the U.S. 40 years ago as their
head horse trainer.
Survivors include: his wife,, Tamara; a son, Wm.
B. Heyer, of Las Vegas and a daughter, Mrs.
Tamara Christina Enigi, of Las Vegas.

The CHS Convention at Sarasota (Feb. 3-5) will
include special features at the Ringling Circus
Museum, plus a visit to the George Hanneford
Circus and practice sessions of the Sarasota
Sailor Circus.

The G"reat Y Circus presented performances in
six cities (Dec. 11-18) for R. T. G. Product-
ions (Bob Grant). Cities visited were: Colton,
Riverside, San Bernardino, Fallbrook, Escon-
dido and Oceanside.

AND LOVELY BONNIE BALE

ROYAL CONTINENTAL PERFORMING STALLIONS
Liberty - Long Rein High School —

NOW TRAINING FOR R.B.B.B. NEW CIRCUS WORLD

P. O. Box 2006 - HAINES CITY, FLA. 33844 - PHONE: (813) 424-2421
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SHRINE DATE (Continued)

will feature some of the top names in the cir-
cus world.
The show's staff will include: Hubert Castle,
director; Col. Lucky Larabee, ringmaster; Ro-
bert C. Dunham, personnel director; Pablo Rod-
riguez, prop boss; Prof. Clement E. Toca, band-
leader; M. Tanner Castle, performance coor-
dinator; Irma Dunham, wardrobe and Gene
Randow, producing clown.
The program features: The Rodriguez Troupe,
bar act; Clowns; Tarzan Zerbini, wild animals;
Clowns; Deborah, Felipe, Juan, Chela, Venicio
and The Davids, aerial balance/gymnasts; The
Maple Grove Arabians, horse act; Wilson's Pets;
PEEI'S Chimps; Dale Harney, magic/illusions;
Lee Marx and The Droguettes, juggling; The
Paulos, casting; The Martinez Trio, high perch;
Dennis Sherman, high dive; Mile. Jacqueline,
aerialist; Intermission.
Second half features include: Jo Ann and Toma;
Pamela's dogs; the Marhal camels and llamas;

That new leopard and panther act on RBBB's
Red Unit is a good one and Gebel-Williams de-
serves a lot of credit for putting it together. It
seems to me, however, that these smaller cats
don't project to the audience like the larger
ones do. Can't help but wonder what those
folks, who have to sit in the far outer reaches
of a building, will be thinking. One thing for
sure, those smaller cats are fast as lightning.
The most thrilling act of the program is the
high wire antics of the Carrillo Bros. They sure
make a guy sit on the edge of his seat.

DOLLY JACOBS does a Roman ring act while
the steel arena is being stored into the show's
ring curb John Sherwood

The Living Statues; The Rock-Smith Flyers;
Clowns; Derrick Rosaire and his Wonder Horse
Tony; Wendy, Elizabeth, Karen, Kathy, Juli-
ana, Diana and Carry, aerialists; Clowns; The
Diano and Pinson's elephants; The Marios,
jugglers; The Friel-Smith Rocket S Cannon.

Always Looking for

new acts—all types

considered.

Presented by
THE ALBIE PERRY

FAMILY
4 Reynolds Street,

Rosewater, S.A., 5013
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