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Be A Clown

With the
CLYDE BEATTY-COLE BROS. CIRCUS

Send resume for the 40 week, 1980 season with
color photo in make-up and black-and-white
without make-up. Room and Board included.
Send to: PRODUCER
CLYDE BEATTY-COLE BROS. CIRCUS
P. 0. Box 1570 Winter Park, Fla. 32790

Collector Buys:

Circus Organs, Calliopes, Nickeldoeons, large
Music Boxes, Grand Player Pianos, Any Con-
dition. Send picture, | travel.
PAUL MANGANARO
121 Valley Brook Avenue
Lyndhurst, N. J. - 07071

Phone: 201 - 438 - 0399

-HO [ LINE

ELAINE SLONIN, aerialist, fell 20 feet from a
trapeze during the evening performance of the
Royal Hanneford Circus at the Civic Center, in
Baltimore, Md. on Nov. 10th.

She was treated at a local hospital for a broken
jaw and multiple lacerations. She has since re-
joined the circus but will not be working for the
rest of the season.

JOHN STEBBING, of Stebbing’s Royal Europ-
ean Circus, was attacked by one of his huge cats
during the show's final performance for the 1979
season at Davison, N.C. He suffered a tom shirt
and a ripped hand.

In true tradition, John tore off the sleeve of his
shirt, made a pressure bandage over the wouna,
and completed the act, to a standing ovation by
the audience. He was later treated at a local hos-
pital and released.

BANNERLINES...
..... by KARL J. BISCHOFF

TO SOME PERFORMERS everything gets eas-
ier with practice, except getting up in the morn-
ing.

CIRCUS OPENINGS to some perfomers have
not changed a bit. 4000 years ago a Greek mai-
den would sit in the Coliseum and listen to a
LYRE all night.

BY THE TIME you are old enough to know all
the answers no one seems to be around to ask
the questions.

IF GAMBLING is illegal in most states, how
come starting your own show isn‘t?

WHY IS IT that 20 percent of the bad spring
weather has to be 50 percent of the summer?

Acts

Acts featured on tne Canadian TV Show RCUS
in the month of November included:

Tito Wallenda Zoppe, The Plunketts, Ethel Jen-
nier’s Greyhounds, Mr. Sensation and YaYa
Yewada.

The Chris Alberti’s Acrobatic Poodle Revue

—~ GIOVANNI'S PIZZA SURPRISE -
Side Splitting With Crockery

TWO OUTSTANDING AND SUPERB ACTS
NOW BOOKING FOR 1980

1959 Welwyn Ave., Des Plaines, Ill. 60018 — Phone: 312 - 824 -51178




| MARINA

\.L/ REGAL AFGHANS

3101 Rice Avenue
Rockford, 11l. 61103

Phone: 815 - 965 - 0079

DANA CHECK

% WIZARD OF THE WHEEL '

BOOKED SOLID FOR THE CHRISTMAS SEASON

- BOOKING NOW FOR 1980 -
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Show Dates

Happytime Circus
to Nov. 25 Los Alamitos, Calif.

Kaye Continental Circus
Nov. 22-25 Evansville, Ind.

PAL Circus
Nov. 24 San Francisco, Calif.

Sam T. Polack Circus
Nov. 24-26 Charleston, W. Va.

Ringling-Barnum - Red Unit
Nov. 21-Dec. 2 Nassau, L.I.
Royal Hanneford Circus

Nov. 19-25 New Orleans, La.
— End of the Season —

Royal Lichtenstein Circus
Nov. 19 New Orleans, La.

CUSTOM MADE LEATHER
— Makes Excellent Christmas Gifts —

Specially handmade leather with your own

style carved in it - Trampoline, Teeterboard

Animals, Wire Walkers, Motorcycles, Cars -

anything!

Don't miss this chance before the prices go

up - Leather is skyrocketing.

Order Now — Before the Christmas Rush

SANDY HOUGE (Bumpy)

6283 No. River Trail Drive
Milwaukee, Wisc. - 53225

L N YRR | $20.00
Matching Leather Buckle....... 5.00
Checkbook Covers............ 12.00
T R |, 15.00
T U A 200 |

Please add $1.00 for postage and handling J

20 Lafayette
21 Houston, Texas.

Shrine Circus
Nov. 19-25 Grand Rapids, Mich

Texas Shrine Circus
Nov. 21-25 Dallas, Texas

Wonderland Circus Revue
Nov. 19 Ruffin, S.C.
20 Ridgleland
21 Yemassee

Ice Capades - Western Unit
Nov. 20-25 Oakland, Calif,

James E. Strates Shows
to Nov. 25 Hollywood, Fla.

Vaudeville ‘79

Nov. 19 Stamford, Conn.
20 Middletown
21 Hartford
22 New London
23 Upper Darby, Pa.
24 Washington, DC
25 Salt Lake City, Utah

NEED

CONTRACTING AGENT -MALE OR FEMALE, OR TEAM
Will consider part time people, but must be free to work several

weeks at a time.

Will make any reasonable financial deal and will tailor financial
arrangements to meet your needs and requirements.

Will require references as to character.

If you are “looking for a home" and people who will appreciate

you, this may be your opportunity.

Am on the road. Office will take your name and number or refer

you to current number if I have one.

RAY WINDER, c/o Atlantic Southern Productions
2621 Mall Drive Sarasota, Fla. - 33581

Phone: TET39938=<2001" §13.921. 1387

Yabba Dabba Doo
Nov. 20-25 Dayton,




AS STATED in 'ast week's column, NANCY
GIORDANO'S letter to The Editor (CR: 22 Oct)
only points up the irresponsibility of journalists
reporting on the circus and its people,

Worst offenders are novelists and scriptwriters
and since their output attracts more widespread
attention than do pieces penned by local report-
ers, it is these writers with whom this article will
deal. There has yet to be filmed a motion picture
yet to be written a novel which delineates the
whole, Characters are almost always one-dimen-
sional, the circus is almost always confused with
the camnival,

Truth is the circus is not so much a profession
as it is an entity, a world in which people of all
races, nationalities, religions, and life-styles co-
mingle in an environment that warring nations
and malcontents might do well to emulate. It is
aworld in which the Family dominates. No oth-
er profession is so family oriented. It is 2 world
where divorce is fractional, serious crime margin-
al, where petty jealousies, gripes and complaints,
even personal vendettas are often overcome by
crisis or necessity and where people pull as a unit
to achieve residual results.

Scriptwriters and novelists would have the out-

side world believe otherwise.

Why should we be so frequently maligned and
libeled, singled out as second-class citizens when
most of us have deep roots in society, own our
homes, send children to schools, vote and pay
taxes?

Certainly circus life is frought with hardship
and may seem to the uninitiated to be a bizarre
existence. And we are by no means a special lit-
tle band of angels. Our world is well populated
with its quota of baddies. But we are, after all,
only human and share with mankind its foibles,
fancies and foolishness.

Fact is our worl is so small the outlandish or
flamboyant is more obvious, is often all the vis-
iting writer sees or wishes to see and therein lies
the problem. When the circus is discovered to be
NOT the glamorous mystery it was envisioned
the writer sets about to embellish that mystery
with his own peculiar sense of fantasy.

Actually, circus people, being inherently such
hard workers, are a fairly dull lot.

Overlooked, too, is our robust sense of humar,
sharpened by adversity, occupational hazard, the

ever-increasing burden of transporting ourselves
from one place to another, bedeviled by permits,
animal headaches, gas prices and ripoffs from
garage mechanics to corrupt public officials. Not
only does humor see us through our problems
but evokes in us a natural and mind-saving in-
stinct to laugh at ourselves and our misfortunes.
That laughter automatically ceases however
when it is directed against us as it so often is.

In the past several years we have been grossly
insulted by three books in particular, CIRCUS!
by Allistair Mac Lean, so patently juvenile and so
blatantly ridiculous as to be disregarded; The
RINGMASTER by Darryl Poniscan, an example
of hack writing at its worst and lowest; and a
non-fiction atrocity called MUD SHOW by Fred
Powledge. Only CIRCUS! had a brisk sale but
that was because the book was primarily a thrill-
er and not strictly about the circus.

Fortunately there have been few recent circus
films to make us squirm. Other than the CBS an-
nual Circus of the Stars which makes a mockery
of our talent. But for this the circus people have
only themselves to blame for lending their talents
toit.

What can we do to protect ourselves? For one
thing we can stop divulging free-wheeling infor-
mation to every journalist who walks on our lots
or into our buildings. And in the case of a book,
or an article involving direct quotes, we can ask
for approval before the book or article goes to
press. Failing that we can hit the miscreants
where it hurts - in the pocket book.

Circus people are voracious readers. During
the hectic season it is often one of the few avail-
able past times we have. I'm sure we make up a
small percentage of the book buying market but
it is nevertheless a market the publisher in these
uncertain times can ill afford to lose.

Those of us involved in reporting for Circus
Report are not infallible either and inaccuracies
do occur which are immediately rectified. False
or misleading stories are never printed intention-
ally. A number of us working for the paper are a
living part of the industry and so we must have
strong feelings for it otherwise we wouldn't in-
volve ourselves in what is so frequently a thank-
less labor.

(Continued on Page 20)
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BETTY WENDANY'S
FUNS-A-POPPIN

PACKAGE SHOWS TO FIT YOUR NEEDS
Box 391, Sunland, Calif, - 91040
213-3524277 213-352-2454

Joseph C. Reisinger

ATTORNEY AT LAW
Entertainment Law — Civil Trials — Immigration

For Free Consultation or Appointment
Call: 415-472 - 1050

| REPORT |
CIRCUS WILLY HAGENBECK
..... by Jack Niblett

The Circus Willy Hagenbeck bears a greatly re-
spected German circus surname, and while this
present circus does not contain any members of
the original family, the Director being Frau In-
grid Hoppe, it maintains a very high standard in
presenting a traditional circus in the classical
style associated with the Hagenbeck name.

The program opens with an introduction by the

“speaker” Peter Weygande, who is also an accom

plished magician and who introduces a few tricks
during the program,

DOresseur Gerhard Braune mounted on a fine An-
dulasian stallion brings in his four chestnut, four
grey and four spotted stallions in liberty routine
numbers, and finished with a short display of
Haute Ecole. Then follows the Trabers, comedy
low wire act; the Munoz Brothers, Portuguese
clowns in a bull fight parody; Les Brumbacks
{(who have appeared with RBBB in the past) in
sword and dagger balancing; Hagenbeck's six
elephants presented by Mr. Sambo; Rob Roy,
equilibrist; the Hassani Troupe, Moroccan tum-
blers; Gerhard Braune in a big horse display

with mixed horses featuring special ultra-violet
lighting effects and a fine fire-horse; Guzman &
Monique, well known to American audiences in
their aerial motorcycle act, bring the first half
of the program to a thrilling close.

The Interval lasted for half-an-hour, giving the
German audience plenty of time to patronize
the bar and eat their favorite franfurters.

The second half opened with a ten-strong lion
and lioness act, presented by Tom Dieck, a
young Dutchman with a most pleasant style.
Gerhard Braune was in the big cage for the next
act with two tigers and two elephants, a novel
act which includes ball rolling by elephant and
tigers and an elephant-riding tiger.

The Odorss, trapeze act; Los Alamos, with their
splendid knife and axe throwing act; followed
by the Munoz Brothers in a very long clown act
- slapstick and music and very much to the taste
of the audience. Ivan Karl, billed as the World's
Smallest Strong Man, presented some startling
feats in a light-hearted manner, and the last act
was an uproarious one - Fritz Mullens and his
unrideable mules.

A grand parade with all the artists, with applause
coming from both sides of the ring fence ended
the show in excellent and traditional circus style
with no frills or gimmicks.

Mention must be made of the very fine circus
band of nine musicians, imported from Poland
and led by Henryk Staszzak, they were an act in
themselves.

Ivan Karl, despite his Russian name and style is
really an Englishman, an old friend of mine, and
has been working on the Continent for several
years. | am grateful to him for his hospitality
during my visit to the circus,
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VAILABLE

EXPERIENCED TRAINER
and ANIMAL HANDLER -
For Elephants and cats.

Call: LAWRENCE GRANT
305 - 486 - 1589

Book For Sale

“FIFTY YEARS UNDER CANVAS" the
story of and written by the late Herb Wal-

ters.
—- $5.00 -

HELEN WALTERS
506 N. 5th St. Hugo, Okla. 74743

PEOPLE

MARY JUNIOR WENGRZYN (Frog Lady) per-

formed her barrel contortion act on the Bozo

TV Show in Chicago on Oct. 18th. She was book-

ed by the Howard Schultz Agency.

HELEN WALTERS plans to spend Thanksgiving

in Washington, DC. She reports that her grandson

;hn is in the Marines has been promoted to a
ajor.

JOHN McKAY, clown, will be working dates for
JIMMY DOUGLASS, TOMMY BENTLEY and
many other producers during the 1980 season.

PAUL T. TAMBOURY (Sad Sam) and DAVE

FULTON (Foo Gee), clowns, will be with the
annual PAL Circus at the Cow Palace in San
Francisco on Nov. 24th.

MILONGA CLINE recently visited friends on the
Clyde Beatty Circus in Orlando, along with DAVE
and MARJORIE HACKETT. Milonga reports she
is now a grandmother, as her daughter KATHY
had a baby boy, bom in Baraboo on Nov. 1st.

HANABELLE, the Lady Clown, will serve as
Captain of Clown Alley No. 98's unit which will
be in the annual Macy Thanksgiving Day parade
in New York City.

WANTED TO BUY

YOUNG FEMALE ASIATIC ELEPHANTS

TRAINED OR UNTRAINED

Individual Animals or a complete act of 3 or 4

JAMES CLUBB
SALLY CHIPPERFIELD’S CIRCUS

Church Hill, Wilmington
DARTFORD, Kent, ENGLAND
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 SPECIAL |
ILLEGAL FUND RAISING CHARGES

Michigan Attorney General, Frank J. Kelley,
has filed charges against a Warren-Based fund-
raising company and its president for soliciting
charity money without a license.

The suit, filed in Ingham County Circuit Court
alleges that only $500 out of a total of $2,700
in contributions eventually found its way to the
Macomb Organization for the Disabled. The
money was raised by Gem Promotions, Inc. and
its president was listed as August Plasky.
According to Assistant Attorney General Pat
Isom, the company has no right to any funds or
fees because it lacks the required state license.
The Detroit Free Press reports that Plasky was
not available for comment on the charges.

PEOPLE

TOM CANTY, popular San Francisco Bay Area
performer (Cantini) is now in a nursing home
and reportgdly is declining rapidly.

 PEUPLE |

DON BRADSHAW and family, of Ukiah, Calif.,
have an atique popcormn wagon as part of their
concession operation for fairs and special events.

CLARK McDERMOTT and his Cold Nose Five

act, worked a Nov. 9-10 date for the Olympic
Club in San Francisco.

SUE and RUDI LENZ, of RBBB's Red Unit,
have added a new chimp to their popular center
ring act.
OLEG and LUDMILA PROTOPOPOV, Russian
Olympic skating stars who recently defected in
Switzerland, will join the Ice Capades show at
Oakland, Calif. on Nov. 20th.
HERBERT UECKERT, circus historian, was fea-
tured in a special full page story with pictures in
311& Sept. 23rd issue of the Las Vegas Review-
ournal.

SAMPION and MARIE FRANCE plan to tour
with the Hubert Castle Circus for the 1980
season.

For The First Time In History

EXPERIENCED PHONE SALESMAN WANTED -
— ILLNESS & RETIREMENT REASON FOR THIS AD

4 - Largest Tap List in the USA.

1-WE OFFER YEAR ROUND WORK - 5
DAYS PER WEEK, 8- 3 p.m.

2 - Same location for 24 years. Have 14 publi-
cations - Police, Fire, Rescue, Etc.

3 - Can Average over 2 Yards take Home Pay
per Week.

5- Top Commission Paid, Plus Benefits, Blue
Cross, Life Ins., Etc.
6- YOU GET PAID ON WHAT YOU WRITE

EACH DAY, THAT'S CORRECT ON
WHAT YOU WRITE!

IF YOU CAN SELL CLEAN AND WANT A YEAR ROUND JOB SELLING ADDS ON
WATS LINES THROUGH OUT THE SOUTH EAST, CALL: 1 -804 - 644 - 0569

JOHNNY FULGHUM, MGR. VIRGINIA PUBLISHERS, RICHMOND, VA.
= NO COLLECTS -

IFIT HAD NOT BEEN GOOD | WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN HERE ALL THESE YEARS

ALLMY OLD CIRCUS PALS CONTACT. FOLLOWING GET IN TOUCH. EARL, BIG
BOB, FRANCIS, PEGGY, NANCY, JEANNE, TONY and BILL.
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Show Dates

Boo-Lu the Clown
Nov. 23 Berkeley, Calif.

Disco Fever
Nov. 19 Rome, Ga.
20 Chattanooga, Tenn.
21 Knoxville
22 Asheville, N.C.
23 Hickory
24 Danville, Va.

Globetrotters
Nov. 19 Minot, N. D.

Gutis Family - Comedy Act
Nov. 22-25 Hammond, Ind.

Hal Haviland's Vaudeville
Nov, 25 Elmira, N. Y.

Ice Capades - Cont’l Unit
Nov. 21-25 Montgomery, Ala.

Ice Capades - Eastern Unit
Nov. 21-25 Ottawa, Ont.

FOR SALE

WATERLOO TENT, Webbron, New, 100
x 30", with poles and stakes.

SIDE SHOW EQUIPMENT - Blade Box,
Flectric Chair, Spiadora, Headless Girl Il-
lusion, etc.

BANNER LINE - stock banners, all ban-
ners, switch boxes, Wrengler staging (can
walk an elephant across), Boa constrictor,

cage.
40" semi trailer carries side show.

ALSO - A Drug Abuse Show - Has liv-
ing quarters with a shower, stove, refrig-
erator, etc.

“It's a steal” $ 35,000.00
Will send pictures at $2.00 handling costs
BOBBY REYNOLDS
805 - 524 - 3403
— Sold For Cash Only -
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Classilied Advertising

Classified ad rate is 5 cents per word per issue.
Please send remittance with order.

JIMMIE & MILLIE, Comedy Juggling and Bal-
ancing - 98 Julia Drive, South Attleboro, Mass.
Phone: 617 - 339 - 8731.

CAN USE HELP in All Depts. for the 1980 sea-
son. Williams Bros, Circus, 2635 Norton Road,
Kent. Ohio.

WANTED - Trained Bird(s) Act - Hunt Bushnell,
;Iilgg; Garvey Ave., Space 25, El Monte, Calif. -

1979 CARSON & BARNES date sheets. Five
assorted sizes and dates $2 postpaid. H-G Enter-
prises, Box 151, Clarklake, Mich. 49234,

MAGIC ORIGINAL FRENCH PUFF BALL RE-
CIPE - Easy, Delicious. Send $2.00 to P. 0. Box
413, Lafayette, Calif. 94549,

TRY A NEW HOBBY for 1980. “Today Is Circus
Day In...?" Keep up with the daily movements
of circuses. Know when the Circus enters your
state. Watch its route as it moves closer to your
city. Write for FREE SAMPLE. Charlie Campbell
150 - 10th St. N, E., Atlanta, Ga.

. - |

In Memoriam .3

ALFRED GERALD CAPP (70) creator of the
“Li'l Abner" comic strip, died Nov. 5th at Cam-
bridge, Mass., after a long illness. He was intro-
duced to cartooning by his father and started his
“Li'l Abner” strip in 1934. At the height of his
career he was eaming $500,000 a year. In 1968
he gave up the strip and retired. Survivors include
his wife, Catherine, and a son Colin C. Capp.

MORRIS CHALFEN (72) former owner of Holi-
day On Ice shows and promoter of Soviet shows
in the U. S., died at Minneapolis on Nov. 4th af-
ter suffering a heart attack. He and Emery Gil-
bert started Holiday On Ice in 1945 and the two
units were recently sold to the Ringling-Bamum/
Mattel interests. Chalfen arranged for the first U.
S. tour of the Soviet Circus and also brought in a
variety of other Soviet shows. Survivors include
his wife, Beverly, and two adopted sons.
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SHOWTIME FOLLIES. . . by Don Sandman

The Showtime Follies played Xenia, Ohio, on
Oct. 31st, where the Seratoma Club of Xenia
sponsored the show for a Halloween Night treat
for both adults and children, The performance
was presented at 7 p.m. at the Benner Field
House.

The show is managed by Wes Oler, with Holveck
handling the announcing chores. Music was pro-
vided by Florine Oler, organist and Mario Alberti
on the drums.

Paulette Braunn started the show off with an ex-
hibition of baton twirling, featuring lots of fire.
She was followed by Holveck & Co., with a var-
iety of magic that kept the audmnce wondering
how he d?

Mario Von Albert & Co,, presented hand balan-
cing on a table, then Sunshine the Clown (Tom-
my Holveck) worked the crowd, shaking hands
and offering a flower, or should we say a fake
flower as Holveck was left with just the stem?
The Kolmedy's head balancing was next, after
which the public was offered a chance to buy

a magic coloring book. Then came a balloon
pitch and intermission.

TAX CASE (Continued)

that would permit a tax break.

Mikos said the assessments on the property since
1976 will be litigated in local courts, but the Se-
cond District Court has established a precedent
for the other suits.

Attorney John Dent, who successfully represent-
ed Mikos in the suit, said Ringling’s only recourse
would be to the U. S. Supreme Court, But the
nation’s highest court rarely takes jurisdiction
when a state court has declined to do so.

w

The second half action started with Sampion an
excellent juggler, then while the stage was being
set Holveck warmed up the crowd with “we’re
glad you're here"”.

Ray Marek & Co., kept the audience on the edge
of its seats with his plate spinning and was fol-
lowed by Holveck with his Metamorphaosis trick
which was assisted by four men from the aud-
ience,

Marie France presented her Pomeranians, a well
trained group, The Oimeda’s proved they could
ride any bike and then the show was over.
Circus Fans seen at the show were Al Conover,
Charles DeWein, Jake Conover and the writer.

T

WASHINCTON TUBBS II

{ WOP N
Tue CAGE
AWD PET ONE
Q' T\-\e TIGERS.
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ANIMALS ESCAPE

Authorities successfully corralled several lions
and tigers after the wreck of a circus truck spil-
led their cages about the highway, some 30 miles
from Biloxi, Miss., on Nov. 3rd.

The mishap occured about 8 a.m. as the Carson
& Bames Circus was enroute to D'Iberville, Miss.
A show truck carrying the big cats and the steel
arena had a blow-out, jack-knifed and then went
into the ditch. Animal cages, the arena and truck
were demolished, releasing the wild animals.

One tiger was killed in the wreck and a lion had
to be shot because it had a broken back. Some
animals were tranquilized and recaptured. One
was found in an abandoned house, another in a
bam and one was found asleep. One tiger was
located playing with toys in the front yard of

a home about three miles from the accident.
Makeshift cages were built, U-Haul trailers were
rented and then both animals and equipment
moved on with the show.

No personal injuries were reported. The local
Sheriff’s officers responded quickly to the call
for assistance and provided ground help as well
as bringing in their helicopter so the animals
could be spotted from the air.

| SPECIAL

STREET HONORS MAGICIAN ...
....by Lloyd E. Jones

P. C. Sorcar, called by many the World's Great-
est Magician before his early death a few years
ago, has been honored by the Indian Govern-
ment by having a street in his native city, Cal-
cutta, named for him.

On Nov. 11th, the Ekdalia Road which is on the
left side of the Sorcar residence (Indrajal) was
changed to Jadu-Samrat P. C. Sorcar Saranee.

Dr. Roma Chanduri, noted Bengali educator
conducted the ceremonies with Sri Prasanta Sur,
Minister of Corporation, and Sri Jatin Chakra-
borty, Minister of Housing aiding in the cere-
monies. A special guest was Sri Sachin Sen, M,
L. A. of West Bengal.

The All India Magic Circle collected messages of
good wishes, congratulations, etc., of the cei.-
monies and these will later be published in mem-
ory of the late great, P. C. Sorcar.

Sorcar’s son, P. J. Sorcar, Jr., American educa-
ted is carrying on the tradition set by his father
and presents a full evening show which already
has made tours of several Asian and European
nations to favorable press reviews

ANN TG

\__ D1557 57 MEA SERVICL INC MG U 5 PAT. OfF

By Crane

THEN JAKEN'S
THE OTHER ONE.
DON'T TOUCK HiM,
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MAGIC

KISS CONJURING by Keep it Simple . . . Stu-
pid, FRANK HERMAN

Received a beautiful long letter from oldtime
showman, Bill Ruesskamp, of Cape Girardeau,
Mo. Bill's first brush with showbiz started in ‘16
as usher at Girardeau's local opera house. From
there Bill went on as a performer with showboat
and tent shows,

Two names in Bill's letter captured my atten-
tion. One was a guy named Haines who did a
“Jumping Act”. His advance billing would state
that he would jump on a basket of eggs without
breaking a single cackle berry. This was to be fol-
lowed by Haines jumping on his wife's face with
both feet. AND he did it.

Forexample, the lady sat on a chair with her
head bent backwards, resting on a table. The
jumper would leap over the table and as his feet
passed over his wife, he would flick his toes down
and lightly tap her nose. He did the same thing
with the basket of eggs.

Anyone want to try this stunt today? The ex-
ploitation possibilities are endless. TV, newspa-
per, etc. Might even get “Playboy" to feature
the face jumping bit with the centerfold gal.
Seriously, does anyone have pictures, programs
or anything referring to this act?

The other name that jumped off the pages of
Bill’s letter was Doc Cunning. “Cunning the Es-
cape Artist” gave Houdini massive competition
until Harry hired him to stooge as a challenger.
Doc had a multi-facted career - Ringmaster for
Al G. Bamnes, Equestrian Director, Magician,
Mitt Reader, etc. He even toured Mexico as a
pitchman selling sex books.

| worked with Doc for four weeks in 1939 at
Robinsons Dept. Store Toyland in Los Angeles.
We were hired for the Christmas Season. Doc
was Santa Claus and | was the Hindu Magician.
We also had a clown from the Barnes show, I've
forgotten his name, plus a guy in a Skipper cos-
tume with a trained Penquin.

Cunning, whose real name was Cunningham,
was the world’s greatest Santa. In ‘39, his body
had gone round and his hair was naturally white.
His ability at cold reading had even the smart
aleck 11 and 12 year olds convinced he really
was Santa Claus,

Kids had to sign in with a Princess about 40
feet from Santa’s throne. There was a concealed
mike at the Princess’ desk and Doc had earphones
under his red cap and wig. He had a bear trap

|| [om sy ow ||

Would you believe it? The west coast is once
again in the midst of a paper shortage. Local sup-
ply houses report the problem has come about
because they never had a chance to get caught
up on orders and that the mills have turned out
less paper each month than before they were on
strike.

Because of the uncertain future and due to the
confusion regarding the page size for Circus Re-
port we have decided against doing a special Hol-
iday issue as such. As a result we will not solicit
Greeting ads for the paper this season. We shall
publish a Christmas issue of sorts which will be
dated Dec. 17th.

Those of you who have already sent in Christmas
Greeting ads and would now like to have a refund
please let us know and your check will be in the
mail that same day.

Anyone who wishes to send in an ad, and all of
those on hand will be included in the Dec. 17th
issue,

Hopefully in 1980 things will smoath out to the
point where we can publish Circus Report with-
out the constant problems that have erupted
during the past year.

Don't forget, Circus Report would make an ideal
gift for a friend or member of the family. Why
not order a gift subscription today?

Oh, yes. The final issue for 1979 will be the copy
that goes out for the week of Dec. 17th - then it
will be a two week rest and preparation work for
the upcoming year.

memory and while he was talking to one kid he
was listening and sizing up the next youngster.

| had two great experiences with Doc that I'll
never forget. First one: The manager of Robin-
son’s Toy Dept. sent us all out to entertain at an
orphange. We piled into Doc’s Model T - Santa,
Clown, Penquin, Trainer and me the Hindu. All
of us were in costume and makeup. This made a
picture Norman Rockwell would have loved. We
did the show and on the way back to the store,
Jack and Doc decided they wanted a quick liba-
tion.

We were all still in full regalia and it was about

(Continued on Page 17)
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FRANK HERMAN (Continued)

11 a.m, Santagulled his Ford in front of a neigh
borhood bar. Since | was the punk they decided
to send me in first to case the joint. There was
only one customer and he was not in top shape.
When | entered with my beard, turban and bla-
zing yellow satin shirt, the bleery eyed guy look-
ed up and shook his head with an alcholoic
double take. | waved the rest of the tribe in. As
Santa, the clown, and finally the Skipper put a
live Penquin on the bar . . the poor boozer just
couldnt take it . . . just sort of faded out the
door.

8ceoa Two: After Christmas | kept in touch
with Doc. He lived in Santa Monica and kept a
bunch of small animals. Doc was not living in
the lap of luxury. He kept the wolf from the
door with a mini-dog and pony show. Played
schools, community fairs and supermarkets when
he could get the work.

Everytime | visited, | noticed that Doc was
itching to ask me something. Finally, it came
out. “You know Dante?” he asked. | told him
| had a friend, Jim Conley the illusionist that
visited Dante often. ““0ld Bastard is probably
too stuck up to see me now.” | assured him that
Dante was not stuck up and would be glad to
see him,

Further conversation revealed they had been
good friends but had a serious falling out in their
younger days. | figured it was probably over a
Ejrl ?ut didnt push the sensative point. Jim

oniey had no trouble arranging the meeting
and the following Sunday we drove Doc out to
Rancho Dante in the San Fernando Valley.

Their meeting was a happy tear jerker...a
little bit of parrying and then they threw their
arms around each other and disappeared into
Dante’s den. Jim and | spent the rest of the af-
ternoon with the younger Jansen's, occasionally
hearing uproarous laughter from Dante’s hide-
away. When it was time to leave they both em-
erged politely soused. Doc was imposing and
Dante never lost his magical dignity, no matter
how much he imbibed. Doc smiled, laughed
and sang all the way back to Santa Monica.

| lost touch with Doc when Uncle Sam took
me to the Artic Circle during WW2 but | never
forgot him or the things | learned from him.
Would love to hear from others who knew him,
Doc had a presentation of the Sucker Die Box
that always brought down the house.

From now until New Years Eve we'll all find

plenty of work with casuals, company parties
and store promotions. However, it's time to
think ahead to the slow months of Jan., Feb.
and March. There is a skill that is easily learned
that can put plenty of moola in your kip during
any dull time. | recommend two books by Magic
Inc., 5082 No. Lincoln, Chicago, Ill. 60625 “Ma-
king Money, Folding Money” and “Folding Mo-
ney" by Sam Randlett. They cost about $5 each
and are an investment that will pay you back
handsomely.

The two books show you how to take real dol-
lar bills, fold them into rings, neckties, animals,
and other appealing items. You put these in, in-
expensive boxes and sell them for a dollar above
value. People buy them as unique gifts for birth-
days, Valentines, Mother’s Day, etc. The money
making plans in the books tell you how to tie in
with Banks, Savings & Loans and other financial
institutions.

They are fine and will welcome these promo-
tions for special days. | have found steadier work
at craft shows that are usually held inside Shop-
ping Malls. Among the Driftwood, Seashells and
tyro art work, the folded bills really stand out.
Because it is so different you usually steal all the
advance publcity. The display is very easy to set
up. Just go to any yardage store and look for ma
roon cloth that looks like velvet. The bills and
plastic boxes look classy against this background
Look through any large city classified phone
book under Jewelry Findings for a source of
ring and transparent plastic boxes. The boxes
are cheap and tables at these shows usually are
free or a low five or six dollars a day.

Don't buy the books and expect to go into
business tomorrow. It does take some time and
practice. Start with a flock of stage money the
size of dollar bills. The paper is not as strong as
real money but will save you a lot of time when
your practice efforts go wrong. Just toss the
stage money and start over.

| juice up my display by making several forms
from the realistic jumbo paper money sold in
novelty stores. Often folks want to buy them
and | sell them for $1.50. It helps a lot if you
work in costume and do a few money magic
effects. What do | use? “Tender Legal Tender”
of course (plugola over). Give this sit-down gig
a few thoughts . . it pay's off.

Send books, tricks and props for review to ad-
dress below. Remember, | send a prize each week
for the best tip, gag, patter, or anything that will
make life easier for the practical performer.
Frank Herman, 185-8th St., West, Bandon, Ore.
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COLOR PRINTS

Enlargements From Your Negative
5x7 129
8x10 3.19
11x14 599

P.0.Box 4139

PROFESSIONAL FILM PROCESSING AT DISCOUNT PRICES
We Use Kodak Paper and Chemicals in All Processing

— Cash or Credit for Negatives Not Printed -

(Any Brand, Size, or ASA) BLACK AND WHITE

8Exp. 1.99 8 Exp. 1.49 SLIDES
3218 G5 18 i

0 Exp. 3. xp. 2. 2
2 Exp. 439 2 Exp. 319 PR
36 Exp. 6.89 36 Exp. 4.59
72 Exp. 12.89 72 Exp. 8.69

MOVIES

Regular 8, Super 8, Super 8 Sound 1.99

Write For A Discount Price List of Films, Or Let Us Know Your Photo Needs
Our Warehouse Has It All

THULE PRODUCTIONS
Photographic Services Division

— Washington Residents Please Add 5% Sales Tax —

Negative From A Print
Any Size 3.29

Vancouver, Wash. - 98662

! Vi !051 ! .,h. :\cm

| see you got yourself in trouble again by print-
ing the truth, It is too bad that show people pre-
fer to go around with their head in the sand, like
an ostrich, ignoring what the public thinks of
them or their presentations.

All too often show people feel we the public are
suckers and as such should be taken. They don't
seem to realize or care that if it wasn't for us
people who spend our money to see their shows
and buy their wares they wouldn’t be in business.
| for one hope that you will not let one or two
people deter you and that you will print the true
facts more often than the “goodie goodie" re-
ports written by some of the fans.

««. . from William Wotsch
| helped build the woodean cat chutes that were

used by Prof. Keller for his Educated Tigers on
the Hamid-Morton Circus at the Cleveland Arena
in the winter of 1938. We built them so they
could be used again by using bolts and wing nuts.
The tigers were kept in a tunnel and the chutes
ran from the cages to the steel arena in the cen-
ter ring.

Prof. Keller used no gun or whip, He had white
gloves that he wore and a sort of yachtsman sea
cap with a black visor. No shooting, no yelling,
no chair. Just a good tiger act.

With those white gloves he looked like a police-
man directing traffic. He had a dark coat, light
trousers and when the spotlight shone on him

he looked great

During that winter one of the tigers gave birth
to cubs. They died from the cold air that swept
through the tunnel area when someone left the
outside door open.
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AlAILaBLE

FESS REYNOLDS with his 6 Brahma Bull
Liberty Act.

Call: 805 - 248 - 6195

FOR SALE

ONE 2 Year Old Male Chimpanzee
Hand Raised - Very Tame
Call: 914 - 373 - 8831

 SPECIAL |

NEWS NOTES...... by Pat Bissonette

GERALD MERTENS is a Professor of Psychol-
ogy at Minnesota State University, his sideline is
magic. Jerry taught magic to all five members of
his family who now do shows as The Family of
Magic. They presented two shows on Halloween
Eve at MacDonalds in St. Cloud, Minn, As might
be expected, the selection of tricks was both
entertaining and educational.

_ANDRE KOLE presented his “World of Illus-
ion" a two hour magic show, on Nov. 3rd on the
Minnesota State Campus. The 1100 seat Stew-
art Hall was sold out three days before the per-
formance at $4.00 per, with over 50 late comers
being tumed away. The show was sponsored by
the Campus Crusade for Christ.

The show is billed as a Magical and Spiritual Ex-
perience. Some new illusions designed by Andre
and presented here were the Bermuda Triangle,
Transcendenial Levitation, Squeeze Box, Battle
of the Barrels and Egyptian Pyramid, all spec-
tacularily lighted with eerie occult canned mu-
sic.

The show is themed as an expose of the Spirit
World contact through Mediums, Seances, ver-
sus demonology. Andre's delivery was excellent
keeping complete control of a mainly student
audience. A one minute break was held during
the last half for those who could stand no more
of the Spooky show. Andre’s daughter, Robin,
and two male assistants are used during the
performance plus a few members of the audience

l-lgo‘.l-.-

BIG JOHN STRONG CIRCUS

As the season wound down to an end for the Big
John Strong Circus last month, the show encoun-
tered bad weather during its last few days.

Oct. 18 - Ridgecrest, Calif. - Strong winds - Turn-
away crowd for the first show. As winds increas-
ed the marquee was taken down, then the second
show was cancelled and refunds were made to
those who had purchased tickets.

Dct. 19 - Barstown - Strong winds continued -
Show was presented in the open. Just as show
was to start sheriff arrived and informed circus
officials they had set up on the wrong lot. Hur-
ried calls to lot owner and local councilman fi-
nally straightened thinE: out. Good crowds for
both shows. Fred and Fifi Reed, of Glendale,
Ariz., were on the lot to present Big John and
his circus personnel with CFA awards for their
efficient handling of the fire incident early this
year.

Oct. 20 - Victorville - Strong winds continued -
the show was moved into the Community Build
ing at the local fairgrounds. Good crowds for
both performances.

Oct. 21 - Yucaipa - A beautiful day - Two good
house and many visitors - Then it was the end

of the season.

Circus Fans

TICKETS, WINDOW CARD, ROUTE
From 1979 Season of Circus Girard
$5.00
SAMANTHA ANN CONLEY
2635 Norton Rd. Kent, Ohio 44240

WANT

CLOWNS WANTED - School Program for Nu-
trition - Need 2 clowns right away for work in
Florida and Georgia.
Write: JOY THE CLOWN
107 Keith Drive
Gainesville, Ga. - 30501
Will train, provide costume, furnish bookings,
etc.
Also want clowns for work in New England
area in early part of 1980.
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BEAUTIFUL ARABIAN TRICK HORSE
AVAILABLE
FOR REMAINDER OF 1979

BOOKING FOR 1980
Trained on the Long Line

-~ Also A Pony Act -

JOYCE BARBER 2057 First Avenue
714 - 887 - 6559 San Bernardino, Ca. 92405

— Pictures Available for Sericus Inquiries —

Miscellaneous

The State of Minnesota has opened a circus sec-
tion in it's state museum located on the fair
grounds in St. Paul. The section presently in-
tludes Clyde Beatty's whip, rigging from the late
Karl Wallenda, the crash helmet from Eddie Ven-
tura’s rocket car, ringmaster’s Philip Morris’ top
hat and a jacket that belonged to Herbie Weber,
Also on display are many old circus posters and
photos.

WANTED

TELEPHONE PRO’S

Ray McClelland
Jack Ballentin

Marcus Favero

e 4

Anyone knowing the where-
abouts of these men or anyone
connected with Community In-
volvement magazine please con-
tact:

R. BOS
813 -238-9209

(PEUPLE |

GEORGE HANNEFORD and PHILIP MDRRIS
visited the Stebbing Royal European Circus at
Davison, N.C. the show's closing stand.

JERRY DIGNEY, former RBBB Publicity and
Public Relations Director, has moved to Wash-
ington, OC. His address is: 1803 Biltmore St.,
N. W., Apt. 101, Washington,DC 20009 - Phone
202 - 483-9147.

O LINE |

The mobile home of Mr, and Mrs. Weldon Bur-
den, and children Patrick and Melissa, at Inde-
pendence, Kans., was destroyed by fire on Oct.
24th. With the family away at work and school
there were no injuries although the fire loss ran
high.

The family has been staying at the home of
Aden and Velma Lowry, in Sedan, Kans., and
drive back and forth to Independence each day.
Patrick is a popular clown, and is known as
“Bozo" the clown, and is a local COA member.

BILLY BARTON (Continued)

Admittly this brief article merely scratches the
surface. Space prohibits lengthier dissertation.
Meanwhile, publicly or privately, pro or con, let
us have your views.

See you down the road, luvs.

ICE SHOW REVIEW (Continued)
ness, and the problems with scratchy recorded
singing and line skaters who couldn’t keep in
line, Holiday On Ice still is good entertainment.
Some of the problems will get ironed out as per-
formances continue. The perfoemances of John
Carlow and the Porter pair alone are worth the
ticket price.

[CLOWN ro* XMAS)

There's more to being a Clown
than wearing a big red nose and
blowing up balloons . Call me.

“WILLIE”

\Ph.517 7938012/
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1 SUGGEST wou SEE WM ... SOON 1"
PAT DAVISON
3612 - 17th Avenue, South ATTENTION MIKE ASHTON:
Minneapolis, Minnesota - 55407 HABIBL SAALEM
Phone: (612) 722 - 0831
Show Dates Prf. Miller - Magic Time USA
Nov. 19 Centralia, lll.
20 Effingham
vee-MAGIC---- %g g:lsfhurg
Amazing Conklins - Magic Show : oria
Nov. 193 Marietta, S. D. 25 Elmhurst
20 Wilnot Tom Ogden - Magician
21 Webster Nov. 20-21 Rochester, NY
Kramien, the Magician 23-26 Rochester
Nov. 19 Napa, Calif.
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FBI Joins Investigation

Questionable practices by an organization hired to raise funds for the San Mateo (Cal)
County Fire Fighters Association, Local 2400, have become the target of investigations
by local, state and federal agencies. Among those investigating the operation are the Post-
al Services, the F.B.1., the 1.R.S., the State Labor Dept., the District Attorney and several

local law enforcement groups.

It has been learned that local police de-
partments are preparing arrest warrants for those
persons responsible for allegedly issuing bad
checks. There are a number of other infractions
too, said one official.

“Obviously the whole boiler room operation
they set up stinks,"” says Police Chief John Din-
een. “In my opinion a lot of illegal transactions
were going on that we've been able to document.
We're goin dq to show that the whole operation
was a fraud.”

The fund raising drive took place during the
months of August and September and sources
report that from $46,500 to $101,875 was ta-
ken in. About 100 youngsters were hired at $3
a hour to sell show tickets by telephone for a
Christmas Variety show that would be held in
San Mateo on Dec. 22nd.

About a half dozen adults were also hired and
paid good salaries. They sold show tickets on
the phone and also solicited advertising for the
show program book.

The Fire Fighters Assoc. hired Western Produc
tions, Inc,, of Las Vegas to handle the fund rais-
ing operation and to organize the show. They in
turn sub-contracted the work to Angel Interna-
tional Productions, also of Las Vegas,

On Sept. 28th, the sales campaign stopped and
employees were told the solicitation was being
shut down. Shortly afterwards dozens of pay-
checks started to bounce, some checks that had
been promised were never written . The show
plans then became questionable and the two
firms severed relations.

Several major questions remained unanswered
including:

+ What was the total amount of money raised
and how much money has come in since the op-
eration was closed?

_ + How much of that money has the union and
its representatives received?

+ How much will the variety show - which the
Western Productions President Robert Best in-
sists will still take place - cost and who will per-
form?

+ How many employees received bad checks
from the fund-raising organizers, and how and
when will they be repaid?

The fund raisers contacted both businesses and
private homes every weekday for a period of eight
weeks, asking them to buy tickets and advertising
space,

One management employee told officials that
$41,500 was deposited in the bank over the two
month period. Another $45,000 was due to come
in as a result of pledges. Additionally it was re-
ported that the youngsters had sold $81,250 to
$101,875 during the evening sales campaign. It
has since been learned that the whole operation
was carried on without anyone having secured a
local business license.

Six officers were hired as security guards and
they received $40 a night, paid in cash. At one
point it was reported the president of the Fire
Fighters Assoc. had demanded that the security
guards be fired and that he be hired in their
place at a salary of $200 per week, However, his
demands were never complied with.

Sally Fallon, wife of Joseph Fallon, president
of Angel, told authorities that Robert Roesch,
president of the Fire Fighters Local, was paid
$200 in cash on Fridays. He probably received
between $1200 and $1400 in total payments,
she said, as part of an “editorial fee” payment,
which was part of an agreement between him
and Best, president of Westem Productions.

The charges have been denied by Best who
says Roesch was to be paid $50 to $100 for
“editorial matters” in connection with the show
program book,

Don Owen, financial secretary of the local,
says he has no knowledge of any such money.

(Continued on Next Page)



The Circus Repont

Page 23

FUND RAISING PROBE (Continued)

He added that if Roesch received the money, he
probably eamed it, He declined to comment on
the incident further, but dii say that Roesch is
permitted to earn money in addition to his sal-
ary as head of the local.

Officials report the fund raising operation ne-
ver was a charity. It was designed as a money-
raising operation for the local. The local was to
receive @ minimum of $10,000 and up to 40%
of the total ticket sales, with Western to get a
60% portion. A contract dated July 7, 1979 be-
tween Angel and Western shows Angel was to
receive 45%, the local 20% and Silver West Pro-
ductions (also operated by Best) was to be re-
sponsible for the variety show and would re-
ceive 20%. There was no indication where the
other 15% would yo.

According to the contract, Western and Angel
officials were to regularly deposit income from
ticket sales in Western's bank account. Then,
on a weekly basis, Western was to transfer the
funds from its own accoung to Angel's account
to cover paychecks and other business expen-
ses.

It has been reported that only Best and Roesch
were able to draw money from the Western ac-
count, that checks from donors were made pay-
able to “San Mateo County Fire Fighters Show
Fund" and employee paychecks were signed by
Fallon and office manager Brandi Smith,

The campaign headquarters, at 231 E. Mill-
brae Ave., ran smoothly for several weeks. In
Mid-September, however, a few employee pay-
checks bounced, apparently when transfers to
the Angel account weren’t made in time.
Employees also questioned why deductions
were made from their paychecks for “Social
Security" when they didn’t have Social Secur-
ity numbers and hadn't filled out federal with-
holding forms.

On Sept. 27th, according to Joanna Menta, a
secretary employed by Angel, Roesch personal-
ly contacted the U. S. Postal Service and stop-
ped mail delivery to the office - including in-
coming checks - and transferred it to Local 2400
headquarters in nearby Millbrae.

As before, Roesch was not available for com-
ment on the question. However, Best said that
“it seemed to be the best thing to do at the
time."”

On Sept. 28, employees were paid by check
and were then told they would no longer be
needed, but would be contacted later for an-
other solicitation effort, Shortly after the busi-
ness was shut down and many of thwse checks
paid to the employees bounced.

Best has claimed surprise that Fallon was re-
presenting himself as an officer of Western and
denied that he was. A letter on Western station-
ery dated, June 25, 1979, and signed by Ro-
traut Best, who is secretary-treasurer of West-
e and Best’s wife, identifies Fallon as “execu-
tive vice president of Western” and authorizes
him “to conduct all business on behalf of the
corporation.”

When contacted in Las Vegas, Best said if
there was such a letter it is “a forgery or erron-
eous”.

Just why the business shut down and who is-
sued the order to do it is not clear. Mrs. Fallon
claimed that Angel was about to stop soliciting
voluntarily having already saturated the area
with phone calls. However, Best says he forced
the business to close when the paychecks start-
ed to bounce.

On Oct. 5, Best and Fallon apparently signed
a contract with Western agreeing to pay salary
obligations up to $5000 in order of claims pre-
sented and promising to make a “weekly ac-
cgl:ming" to Fallon of all income after Sept.
28th.

Some sources state the $5000 has been ex-
panded to cover some outstanding paychecks.
Best says he is aware of remaining claims be-
fore the State Dept. of Labor but said he is
“waiting for a ruling” from that agency to de-
termine who is going to pay.

Mrs. Fallon says she and her husband have of-
fered to cover the outstanding paychecks but
the labor department won't provide them with
the total sum involved.

Dept. of Labor Deputy Gary Herman is now
examinging and attempting to make sense of the
payroll and accounting records. These, he said,
came from six different sources, primarily from
the local.

My concern right now is that with the infor-
mation | got, there are some terrible gaps,” he
said. There are missing checks, checks out of
sequence and “other problems."”

(CONTINUED NEXT WEEK)



