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ITS A GIFT

Author Gene Plowden has dona-
ted some nine hours of taped inter-
,views with circue personslities to
the Ringling Circus Museum at Sera-
sota, Florida.

The tepes contain the comple-
te story of Evans' life and served
as the basis for Plowden's recent-
ly published book "Merle Evans, Ma-
estro of the Circus™. Also included
on the tapes are interviews with
Evans' wife, Nena, and Art Concello
e former manager of the Ringling
Qrcus.

GROSSES AHEAD

The big date on the West Coesl
this season for RBBB was its six
day stand at the Cow Palace in Sen
francisco. Attendence there repor-
tedly outrenked even thet of Oek-
land which i# traditionelly been
an outstanding show town,

Although no ectusl figures
have been relessed, show officials
report that sttendance at the Cow
Palace was up 55% over that of
1972, and 37% higher than the pre-

vious record set at that bulldlng.l

SUIT FILED

In Sen Francisco, Cel., the
District Attorney filed charges,
on Oct. S5th, sgeinst two local ,r-
ganizations for alleged sales of
merchendise made from {llegal eni-
mal skins, The suit nemed the Boot
Hook Corp. end Fancy Pants, end
asked that a restreining order be
pleced on the firms and that fines
of $2,500 each be set.

The District Attorney char-
ged the two firms were selling ar-
ticles that have been made from
the skins of kengaroo, python, a)=

ligator, cobra and seas turtle.

RECORD-BREAKER

Some 25,000 people turned
out to see the Woncerful World of
Horses show during its Sept. 7-9
date in Quebec. Rain kept attend=-
ance down on the opening night,
but big crowds were on hand for
the other performances.

Attendence st Bangor, Me,
(Sep. 27-28) and Augusts, Me. (Sep
29<30) was also up considerably.
Advance sales at these two spots,
were reportedly very good.
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HE REMEMBERS

For slmost 30 years a Hart=-
ford, Conn., detective has been
placing flowers on the grave of a
6 year old girl) whose identity is
a mystery. The child, known as
"Little Miss 1565" was one
\ of the 168 people who died
es a result of the RBBB
fire at Hartford on July
6, 1944,

Q)

“j) For years Det. Capt.

! Thomas Barber searched for

QAL someone who might know the
. youngster, but without any

success, She was the only victim

who was never identified, yet she

wes not burned and her picture was

published in newspspers throughout

the world.

I~

Barber was on duty when the
fire broke out and helped to set
up the morgque for identification
of the bodies. It wes a tregic
event, he says, and no one really
knows just how the fire started.

At first people from all ov=~
er were sending in money for flow-
ers, he says, but the fund was de=-
pleted in 1952. Since then a Harte
ford florist provides the flowers
and Barber takes them to the grave
site - to insure that the little
girl is always remsmbered.

TOUR A PLEASER

In a recent story written
by L. David Harris, show owner/mgr
Dr. Charles Boas (Circus Kirk) was
quoted as saying "it was the best
season ever." This has been some-
thing we've worked for, reported
Boas, and now "we're really roll=-
ing."

The show's 1973 tour closed
on Labor Day at East Berlin, Ps.,
after playing 95 days and covering
six stetes, Business wes up at al-
most svery location, the show own=-
er said, and we had eight phone
promotion deys. The highest gross
ever recorded by the circus came
at West Wyoming, Pa, which Boess
said wag not a phone promotion
dats.

The circus moved on 8ix big
semi vans this seeson, using less-
ed tractors, They also used three
smell trucks, plus a concession
end offic trailer. A new big top
( 60 Pt. with two 30 ft. and one
40 ft. center) was ueed this yesar,
along with new canvas for the mar=
quee, pit show and novelty stand.
Next year the show will add & new
side show top.

THE CIRCUS REPORT is published on
e weekly basis by Don Marcks, 525
Oak St., £l Cerrito, Cal. 94530

Subscription rates: $1.00 for the
month; $5.00 for six months, and
$10.00 for & full yeer.

j‘or Sa&.’

Originel Billboerd sized cir-
cus posters from the 1940's. Each
is 6% ft, x 10 ft. end in full
colore = $35.00 each (Free Photo).
wWrite: L. Koltnow, 165 West End
A'... New Yﬂrk. N.Yo - 10023 or
phone (212) 799-9065
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SHOW visitors

Although the season's tour is
over it may still be of interest
to report that the following show
folks visited Rudy Bros, Circus
during the Chicago engagement this
year (Aug, 1=14). Some of the show
people came back several times and
ell reported they enjoyed the cire
cus performance and a chance to
see their friends,

The show visitors included:s
Murray Hill, Mike Gorman, the Al
berti Family, Clark McDermott, Al
Antonucci, Dorey Miller, Chester
and Vande Ceble, Ivan Henry, the
Lacey's, Gus and Ursula, Baptiste
Schreiber and Herbert Weber,

notes

On Jan, 1, 1974, the State of
Washington will adopt promotional
control lews similiar to those now
in effect in Seattla,

RBEB'S red unit reportedly dis-
posed of & large female elephant
at Cincinneti, Ohio, because she
was getting diffscult to handle,

The George Matthews Circus playe-

A BIt SHOW

The Carsom & Barnes Circue re=-
cently made a swing through Ris-
souri, and I understend they had
good business at most of the dates.

I visited the show at New Ma-
drid, They made an impressive sight
with the six pole top and five big
rings. The show carries the largest
menagerie currently being presented
by an Americen Circus, which ine
cludes a herd of 17 elephants,

esssss Earl M, Allen

impressive SHOW

We got home in time to catch
the Wellace & Rogers Circus in Ore-
gon, writes Morgen Berry, and they
heve ® nice show. They have one of
the best PA and orgen systems on
the road, which adds a lot to the
performence.

This show has a new conegept
and it is worth the time and effort
to go an sae them. All but the
clown are members of the Rartzell
femily, and the show moves fast
".th Johﬂ. Jr., on the mike, lt
goes without seying that everyone
is e professionel on this show.

ed to strew houses while at Longe

view, Wash,

John Strong's holiday show unit
will open its winter rum on Nov,
16th et Santa Ana, Calif,

The Happytime Circus has a date
scheduled at the Sen Fernando Val-
ley Fair (Celifornia),

.S;ZDI' -5;21[2

Some 435 negatives of cerni-
vals, consisting of 40 different
stbe of pictures., Price is $140,00
for the entire lot, Would consider
e trade for circus negetives,.

Write: Jay Seardsley, 122 No.

Bassett, St,, Madison, Wsc, 53703.
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Beatty~Cole Circus
Oct. 15 Ponca City,0Okla
16 Bartlesville
17 Miemi
Ben Hur Shrine Circus
Oct, 19=28 Austin, Texas
Carson & Barnes Circus
Oct, 21 Decatur, Texas
Hubert Cestle Circus
Oct. 19«21 Chattanooges, Tenn
Clyde Bros, Circus
Oct. 18-20 Spertenburg,S.C.
De Weyne B8ros., Circus
Oct. '~ 17 Nepa, Celif,
Fisher Broes, Circus
Oct. 15 Tehoka, Texas
16 Levellend
Hall'es Circus Side Show
Oct, 15=21 Pensacola, Flea,
Hoxie Bros, Circus
Oct. 15 Gulfport, Miss,
16 Pritl:h.rd. Ale.
17 Elgin, AFB
== End of Season ==
Int'l Boys Circus
Oct, 16«17 Springfield, Mes
18-21 Boston
Kay Bros, Circus
Oct. 18=21 Sen Jose, Calif,
Kaye Int'l Circus
Oct. 18=21 ".ChItl. Kens,
Olympic International
Oct, 15=20 Macon, Ga.
Ringling's Blue Unit
Oct, 16=-17 Saginaw, Mich,.
19=21 Kalamazoo

Ringling's Red Unit
to Oct. 22 Chicago, Ill.
Royal Lipizzan Show
Oct. 16 Rechester, N.Y.
19-21 Cherry Hill,NJ

LA R L SWCIlL REIJTES assnen

Albacker's Magic Show
Oct., 17=21 Jacksonv'le,Fla
Fiesta Folklorico
Oct. 16 Fermville, Va.
18 Cordele, Ga,
19 Daytona BchyFla
20 Tampe
21 Ft. Lauderdale
22 Miami
23 Orlando
Holidey on Ice (Int'l)
Oct., 16=21 Canton, Ohio
Holidey on Ice (Nat'l)
Oct, 16=21 Philadelphis,Pa
Ice Capedes
Oct. 16«21 Albuguerque,N®
Ice Clessic
Oct. 18-28 Tallahessees, Fla
Small World (Disney)
Oct., 16=21 New Orleans, La.

LA A L L J ca“l"”.s sasssnans

Amugsements of Americes

Oct. 15«20 Macon, Ga,

15«20 Lancester, S.C.

Matt Armstrong Shows

Oct. 17=20 Frenklinton, La.
Belle City Amusements

Oct. 15«20 Moultrie, Ga,
Big H Rides

Oct. 15=20 Braford, S.C.

James H, Drew Shows

Oct. 15=20 Dublin, Ga.
Farrow Amusements

Oct, 15=19 Tallulah, L=,
Fun Fair Amusements

Oct. 15-20 Moncks Crnr,SC
Gold Medsl Shows

Octs 15-20 Eufauls, Alms,

15«20 Crestview, Fla,

Louden Amusements

Oct., 15«20 Jessup, La.
Mid=South Amusement Corp.

Dct, 15=-21 Flﬂﬂll, Ala.
Mississippi Valley Shows

Oct, 15320 Ozerk, Ala.
Otterbacher Amusements

Oct. 17-22 Boxley, Ga,
Rezorback Amusements

Oct. 15«20 Winnsboro, La.
Reithoffer Shows

Oct. 15«20 Rock MHill, SC
Rose City Rides

Oct. 15=20 Poplar Bluff,Mo
Royal Amusements

Oct, 15«20 Live Btk, Fla.
Ralph Wagner Shows

Oct. 16=19 Belleville,Tex.

WANTED

News and stories sbout

shoms you have seen during the

pest year. Also want routes
and other information sbout
the circus world,

Help us to help you by
sending in your show news

y ebegy

j30dey sNoay) eyj
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Half-Told Tale

The 101 Rench wWild West Circus
of 1946 published-a four page pa-
per called the Circus News which
was mailed to residents of each
city they played. Thes paper car-
ried stories about the show and
its people, elong with a variety
of performers, pictured in the
presentation of their acts.

Featured on ths show that year
were Mark Smith and his horses,
an all girl riding sct, Maurice,
mire walker, the Guifierrez Sis-
ters, Landon's midgets, end Shir-
lay, the elephant.

Included in the peper was en
edvertisement for Mobiloil pro=-
ducts, who offered specisl dis-
count tickets for children, which
would let them into the, show fér
Ju.t 35¢.

NEW REVUE

Two young promoters - Daniel
S. Briggs and Rebert S. Sulliven -
have snnounced plans for reviving

end touring e Ziegfeld Follies pro-

duction next ysar. The show will
be put together in Los Angeles and
then is expected to play the nat-
ion's leading arenas.

The show will be a two pert
program. The first half will fea~
turs show girls, sets, costumes
and music of the Ziegfeld ers in a
sttribute to the femous show pro=-
ducer. The second half, with con=
temporery music, will feature »
»star” performer, with s different
star appearing in each city the
show plays.

Carson & Barnes

Late this month the Carson &
Barnes Circus will wind up their
1973 season, after having covered
ten states and spending 225 deys
on the road. The show opened its
season on Mar. 18th and will close
Oct. 28th, with only three days
off. They played only 4 two day
stends and one three dey stend and
missed only two matinees.

They left Hugo in the cool of
the Spring.

They toured to Texas snd Min-
nesota and back again,.

They treveled over 10,000
miles

And left behind them e mil-
lion smiles,

They battled all nature's el~-
emants, except the snow

Their road was weary and fil-
led with woa,

From March tbru October they
went on their way

Each looking for their per-
fect Circus Dey.

During these months they had
their up® and downs

They sre show folks and show
uld weer arowns

For they are "True Circus",
one and all

wWho are saddened by closing
in the Fall,

«esnssGladys Black

NOTICE cece

0ld Billboerds and Hobbis®s maga-
zines - $1.25 each. Write to Cir-
cue Memoriee Museum, Fryeburg, Me.
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TO THE EDITOR

Thanks for reminding me to re-
new my subecription. I happily en-
close my check for $10,00 for the
coming year. I went to take this op-
portunity to compliment you on this

fine paper.

1 have come to snticipate eag-
erly its arrivel each week and to
depend on it for news of the circus
world. Keep up the good work.

ssssesesHorbert Ueckert

We really enjoy The Circus Re-
port and it shows a lot of improve-
ment in the style and those pictures
coma out pretty sharp. Keep up the
good work, sesse Herry Chipman

YEARS AGO

On Aug. 10, 1873, two trains of
the John Robinson Circus collided
at Ellis, Kans, on the Kensas Paci-
fic Lina.

The first train had stopped st
the station and was signalling for
the second unit to stop, when it .J
plowed into the standing trein, So
four cars, including the csboose,
were damaged end thrown off the
rails,

/9 ol-[~ourri

The Disney on Parade Show will be
touring South America during 1974,

A circus worker was killed when
three lions attacked him in Mexico
City on Oct. 4th,

The second annusl County Rodee
was held at Plessanton, Cel. on Oct.
13~14 and featured clown Kerl Doer-
ing,

The George Matthews Circus played
the feirgrounds at Valle jo, Calif,
on Oot. 13“.

Oritics say the Chinese Operes,
now touring the U,S, is a combine=-
tion of circus, and opers, all rolle
ed into one,

The Ailsnthus Jr, Brench of Chil=-
dren's Hospital (Osklend, Cal.) held
e fashion show last month and celled
it "The Greatest Show on Earth,"

The Shenyang Acrobatic Troupe's
tour of the U, S, was reportedly
sponsored by Norton Simon, Inc. end
was produced by Telent Associstes,

Circo Blue (in Mexico) purchased
their first elephant last week in the
mide-western area,

et aP ARt oLt ERoy§® vore in Oakland

It was later stated that the
fireman and engineer on the second
unit had been drinking prior to the
accident, Their train consisted of
’lat cars carrying cages and other

FOR SALE

40 x 40 Tent
Blue & Yellow vinyl
Phones 209-757-3501
ALLEN'S PET Z0O, INC.
Pixley, Qalif., 93256
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FINALE

JOHN MANKO, a circus rigger who
worked with RBBB, 28 well as with the
Wallende act., He had aslso worked as s
prop man with Tom Packs, Al Dobritch,
end the Peul Kaye Circus, He died at
Eest St., Louis, Mo, on Aug. 29th.

CHARLES SHANNON, who was known gs
Shorty, the Clown, He had worked for
seversl shows including RBBB. He died
et Greenfield, Mases, on Sept, 16th,

For only $10...

You can get The Circus Report each
weeks - why not order your copy to-
day and keep up with all thet's
new in show business,

Writes Don Marcks, 525 Oak Street,
El Cerrito, Cal. 94530

PEOPLE

KARL WALLENDA made a 400 ft,
wire walk at the new Capitol Center
in wWashington, DC on Sept, Sth,

KIMm and DALE BAER (deughters of
Parley Bser) are both working on the
Miller Johnson Circus.

CHARLIE SMITH, a former circus
clown, now works birthdey parties
and a shopping center at Denver, Col.
JEAN GORMAN (ecrobst) has recei=-
ved a contract from the RBBB show and
will join the show as & ballet girl
for the 1974 tour,

THE FLYING APOLLOS r y leid
over in Sen Diego, Cel, d 8

truck breek-down, They srq ute
to eastern dates, A

GUS and URSULA ( jugg Jyare
currently living in the go area.

JOHN STRONG will
be producing a show
for BOB TRIPBE for
16 weeks stagting on
April 15, 1974,

SMOKEY JONES will
heve his elephent
"Tika" at the Paul
Eagles Luncheon Club
on Oct. 29th., An ear-
lier report was made
“7‘|1n error,

DAVID HAMMARSTROM
+7| had his review on the
. # Paul Kaye Circus prin-
ted in a recent issue

:

" of Variety megazine.

HAWAIIAN DANCERS, members of Colden Bros." Circus, season of
1923, snapped on the lot at Corpus Christi, Tex., with the Culf of Mexico
as background. Left to right: Ruth Kane, Elsie (last name not remem-
bered) ; Flora Bruce, now residing in Carland, Tex.; Mrs. Ira M. Watts,
wife of the manager of Parker & Watts Circus, and Mary Rickman.



A NEW ROLE

A recent Associated Press re-
port indicates that Lash La Rue,
well-known whip end gun artist, is
now working at Mission Power Head-
qusrters at St, Petersburg, Fla,.
The Mission was founded by John
, Cook as a means of help-
%= ing the down-and-out
~. cless, as well ss serv-
ing the Lord,

LeRue was a big name
in film westerns, start-
~ 4ing in the 1940's, In
. “ 1952 the LaRue comics

sold over 12 million copies and

he even toured with shows, whers
he wes festured es a headliner.

Then things started to slip
end LaRue ended up managing a res-
taurant in Reno, Nev, It wes there
that he heard evangl ist Bob Wood-
werd, and was thus moved by the
spirit of rededication,

I got sidetracked in the
world of competition and got lost,
says LeRue, the 54 year old forme
er matines idol. "I was in e sit-
uation where I didn't meke 2 bar-
gain with the Lord, but I dedica-
ted my life to Him as His servant,
My sense of values chenged,"

Now LesRue works hard end for
long hours st s time, helping to
turn lost souls towards Christ,
Because he wes once down he knows
the problems of those he is tryinc
to help.

i One project at the mission
«hich LeRue favors is the Holly=-
wood Western Revue for the Lord,
The show features trick gun and
whip handling, Lesh LeRue movies
end a smattering of old-time re-
ligion,




