6th Year

August 15, 1977

SHOW BLOWDOWN

Rochester, New York - July 31: The 5:30 p.m. second show was over, most of the acts had
pulled out, the jigger had been loosened on the mammoth big top, most of the quarter poles had
been jerked down, there was a man dropping the main-falls from the outside peaks, when a storm
with intense winds struck, picked up the Clyde Beatty-Cole Bros. big top and tossed it 50 feet
into the backyard where the performers’ trailers had been parked.

The man working on the tent clung perilously to the bale ring, rode the tent through the
air, and landed, miraculously unharmed. Two other workers inside the tent suffered only minor

injuries.

But the 150 x 300 big top suffered heavy
damage, ripped from one end to the other by
the seat wagons, folded, but still in position.
The large side show tent was also toppled in
the storm, but was apparently little the worse
for its upending.

Wild animal trainer Dave Hoover, who
phoned in the information, said that on the

following day, August 1st, in Lockport, N. Y.,
the remnants of the big top were spread over
the shopping center and a concentrated effort
was made to repair the canvas. Working fever-
ishly, the show personnel, including most per-
formers, patched, sewed and glued the pieces
together to make the 4:30 p.m. matinee, which
got underway only 30 minutes late.

(Continued on Page 12)

AVAILABLE FORLIMITED ENGAGEMENTS

Paul V. Kaye-
HOLLYWOOD ELEPHANTS

Contact
PAUL V. KAYE
Suite 519 = 1680 North Vine Street = Hollywood, California = 90028
Area Code 213 » 462-6001
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The Cirous Report

Show Goes On

Bill Stebbings phoned to sav the future holds a
bright promise for the new Polack Bros. Circus
which he purchased during the show’s Las Ve-
gas engagement.

The circus is now at Stebbings’ Sarasota quar-
ters and following the Reno (Nev) date in late
August will return to Florida until it starts its
fall tour Oct. 15th, running through Nov. 15th,
a solid run which will include the Springfield
(1ll) Shrine date,

Stebbings said the show would have a long run
in 1978 (at least 30 weeks) and that agents were
booking the show now and promotional teams
were being mustered. He is bent on restoring
the world renown title to its former luster and
plans to re-activate the Barbette-style produe-
tions for which the show was famous.

The Stebbings Royal European Circus, a tent
show with an 85 ft. big top, red and white,
with a 40 fi. middle and an European styled
narquee (truck fronts using ramps and red car-
oet) will continue on the road in 1978 starting
out its season with the annual fair date at Fort
Lauderdale in January. Overseeing that opera -
tion, v ill be his wife, Lily. “We couldn’t give it
up.” she said, ““as we have built a strong route
involving many important fair dates. Besides, I
prefer tent shows and wouldn’t dream of giving
it up.”

‘ I ﬂ
..

AGENTS CAPABLE OF
BOOKING CIRCUS WITH

CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS

Call: (303) 763-2327

LET OUR ART DEPARTMENT DESIGN
YOUR PERSONALIZED BUSINESS CARDS,
STATIONERY, BROCHURES, etc.

SUNCOAST
BOOKING, INC.

525 Treasure Boal Way
Sarasota, Fla. - 33581
Phone: (813) 349-8760

“Due to the natural complications in purchasing
the Polack show,” Bill said, ““we cancelled our
summer route with the tent show. But we re-
open in late August and the fair route, which
takes in the Virginia State Fair at Richmond,
starts in September,”

Driving the Polack equipment to Florida from
its recent West Coast run were Ben DeWayne
and John Stebbings. Bill Stebbings commented
that he had persuaded Parley Baer to remain
with the show for the balance of this season,
and we hope he will return in 1978. He also
plans to retain Ben DeWayne (with the
elephants) and said that former owner Louis
Stern will be permanently with the new Polack
Bros. Circus.

Billy Barton

AVAILABLE for spot
dates after July 31-Sep.
10. Lexington, Ky. Sep.
11-17, open after Sep.
18th.
HARRY THE (tramp)
CLOWN PROFESSION-
AL FUNNY MAN.
Send offers to:

RICK LEGGC

Box 632, Bradner, Ohio - 43406
or
Phone Sharon Taylor (419) 288-9695




August 15, 1977

Page 3

rik Adams

COMEDY CHIMPS

rik Adams

FUNNY DOGS

rik Adams

UNICYCLE BALANCING ACT

— OPEN NOVEMBER and 1978 —

Permanent Address: P. O. Box 595
Gibsonton, Fla. 33534
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Gurnee, Ill 20-22 Lewisburg
i John Strorg T
Circus Kirk Emmett Kelly, Jr. Circus
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NOTHING CHARGES THE AIR with mare excite-
ment than when a new star is being born. That atmos
phere was electrified in Cincinnati with the Hubler
Int’l Circus when performers crowded the back door
every show to witness the incredible semi-tight wire
talents of young CHRISTOPHER JAMES. As | glan-
ced over my shoulder at rapt, admiring faces, a single
though seemed to be shared that here, at last, was an
artist with the magic and greatness of a CON COL
LEANO. James throws a forward somersault with un-
believable nonchalance and his back somersault thru

a hoop is flawless. The lad has style, form and talent
with a capital "T",

Later, | visited Sells & Gray, and spotted another “star
in the making" the youthful, good-looking MARK
KAROLY whose principal bareback riding number is
slotted for big things. At 19, this young man has a
fantastic future ahead of him. He executes a good
somersault, a hand stand, fine high jerks, has plenty of
pizazz and audience appeal. So, Mr. Producer and Mr.
Agent, there are a number of Excellent Acts out there.
Many of them undiscovered on little mudders. Per-
haps one should get up off his indifference and have
alook.

This week TOMMY BENTLEY and CHUCK CLAN-
CEY were to have produced their first circus date in
Johnstown (Pa) for the Firemen (Aug. 20-21) but the
terrible flood there in July, the warst since 1936,
which trapped the great Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus
(My family was there) has nullified the date. Chuck
had to actually swim from his motel, the promotion
office was a mess of mud and debris, the building un-
usable, the entire city without phones (the nearest in
Somerset, 30 miles away). “'By the time the city was
cleaned up,” Tommy and Chuck told me by phone,
“it would have been too late to continue the promo-
tion. The town is a total disaster area.” Acts to have
appeared on the date included: The Navarros, The
Commancheros, Roman Schmidt and his rhino and
elephant, Mark Allen, Lilli Ana, Doubleday & Ca.,
Florine Oler, Kim Kristensen, La Belle Racquel, The
Bulgars, Schmidt-Albulet, Young Troupe, Juggling
Jewels and Jimmy Douglass & Co. The cancellation
was a legitimate “Act of God" clause.

SNAPSHOTS: SUSAN ZERBINI, mother of Tarzan
and Mimi, works at a chrome company in Sarasota, s
quite contented off the road....JACKIE ZERBINI's
baby is due in October (her 4th child). Jackie goes dir-

BILLY BARTON:...

ectly from Fantasy Island Park in Sarasota in Sept.,

to await the birth of her child and Tarzan will continue
an dates without her. Meanwhile MIMI| ZERBINI's
daughter KIMBERLY is at the park with the couple...
WES BROWN, prop boss on Hoxie Bros. had his hand
badly mangled in the spool truck. The fingers of his
right hand were pinned together. Saw him recently

and he is coming along fine. . EMMETT KELLY, Jr.
took wite NANCY backstage to visit TeX BENEKE

| and BOB EBERLE, proponents of the Big Band Era.

Nancy was thrilled, yet saddened to realize she had
missed such great music by being born too late (Don't
warry, Nancy, it's coming back!). They also caught
the King Tut exhibition in Chicago enroute to Con-
cord (Calif)....Veteran agent LEQO GRUND is book-
inga Christmas Show in London....LARRY KENT
pens that clown FRANKIE SALUTO isin a Venice
(Fla) Nursing Home.

THE FOX REPORTS: BILLY McCABE has aban:
doned his costume shop, is now with Ringling Blue on
concessions. Earlier he had been with Stebbings.....
CARLA WALLENDA has been working steadily with
her Sway Pole Thriller, and JENNY is busy making
new costumes for her....,ANDY ANDERSON is build-
ing new seven people platforms for KARL WALLEN-
DA’s high wire act. An un-named TV network is plan-
ning @ movie of Karl’s life in which Karl must recreate
the famed 7 people pyramid....The DUBSKYS are
going full speed ahead with their circus, the tent is
being made, seats and poles are already finished....On
the WALLENDA dates were MARIO (Wallenda) BO-
GINO doing a unicycle act with his brothers and sis-
ters, RICKY was also on the dates, and DELILAH
and TERRY are back in the high wire act. Mario is
going to Hardresser's School....KARL WALLENDA's
“Skywalk" truck broke down (again) and was fitted
with its second motor. It's a new truck!

QUICKIES: The PINSONS are spot-dating for '78.....
The YOUNG TROUPE played a “showboat’ date in
upper Michigan in July.....Looks like RAY VALEN-
TINE, Jr. has a new “love interest” - her name is
Diane....GUNNAR AMANDIS is personally manag-
ing the new SCHMIDT-ALBULET high wire act........
TIBl and EVA YOUNG report a great time in Japan...
It now seems certain GEORGE and VICKIE HANNE-
FORD will tour their big top for CIRCUS CAROL
this fall....MAC McGUFFIN, of the AUT MORI GROT-
TO Circus caught BONNIE & CLYDE on Sells and was

(Continued on Page 14)
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ROUTES

James H. Drew Shows
Aug. 15-20 Wise, Va.
Foley & Burk Shows
to Aug. 21 San Jose, Calif.
fce Follies
Aug. 17-Sep. 11 San Francisco, Ca.
Magic Time USA - Pro. Miller
Aug. 15 Wickceliff, Ohio
16 Tallmadge
17 Dover
20 Storystown, Pa.
Renaissance Fair
Aug 20-Sep 25 Larkspur, Cal.
Royal Lipizzan Stallion Show
Aug. 16 Eugene, Oregon
17-18 Portland
20-21 Seattle, Wash.

Skateboard Expo
Aug. 21 Louisville, Ky.
James E. Strates Shows _
Aug. 19-27 Hamburg, N. Y.

This Is Hawaii . . . On Ice
Aug. 16-21 Quezon City, Phil.

Tip Top Shows
Aug. 17-21 Weyauwega, Wisc.
18-21 Ellsworth

40 Horse Hitch
Aug. 19-24 Erie, N. Y.

WILLIAM RODGERS
Box 822 - Gibsonton, Fla. - 33534
Phone (813) 677-1137 Anytime

PEOPLE

SYLVESTER STALLONE, one of the top film
stars of today, says he might just be doing a cir-
cus film sometime in the near future.

THE GREAT VASHEK, LILLI and her Leo-
pards and the LES LEMOINE TROUPE were
among the acts advertised as appearing in New
England this past month. Vashek and Lilli were
playing the Rocky Point Park, while Les Lemo-
ine Troupe was at Foxboro, Mass.

JERRY LIPKO, TIBOR ALEXANDER, The
FLYING ANDERSONS, TIM LOYAL and se-
veral other acts are featured in South American
shows playing Peru and Bolivia.

JERRY BOOKER exhibits one of the world’s
smallest horses in a special attraction during
engagements of his Early American Circus.

GLOBING  JUGGLING  ACROBATS

ZANITA

now perfornung in
San Francisco
and Northern Cabfornia

Anita Keppo Desimini

35 Faufax Street 415
San Rafael. Cal. 94901 457-8667

Have

Cotton Candy, Pop Corn, Snow Cone and
Novelty Equipment. Would like to operate
concessions on small circus or work for
someone on P. C. basis. Have 15 years ex-
perience in all capacities.

DON and MARY BULLITT
504 Charles St.
Springdale, Arkansas 72764

Phone: (501) 756-0741
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BIG JORN &. N 2= INTERANATIONAL

FOUR UNITS FOR CHRISTMAS TIME . Want to hear from:

Chester & Winnie Mario Alberti Jose Cole
Eric Adams, Jr. Corky Plunkett Danny Craig
Earl Tegge Family Gary Holveck Ed Russell

Paulette & Ron Perry
ALSO NEED OTHER ACTS — Two Weeks Work for sure

Big John Strong, P. O. Box 1027, Thousand Oaks, Calif. - 913601
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The Circus Report

NEW STAR

Tom Edelston, 17 year old flyer, joins the ranks
of the greats with his catch of the triple somer-

sault on July 29, 1977, at Marriott’s Great Amer-

ican Theme Park at Gurnee, Ill. Actually it was
his second catch in front of an audience, his

first was in November of last year to Billy Woods
at the Shrine Circus in New Orleans, What made
this one so important to Tom was that he went
across to a new catcher, Dan Butler, the first

for Dan. Also, Tom’s folks, Willie and Ane (rob-
ins) Edelston, of Sarasota, were visiting the show
and saw the trick caught. Willie is a postman, but
spends many hours training youngsters at Sara-
sota High School and used to fly with the Hart-
zells. He goes back a long ways, but is in excel-
lent shape and still does some hand balancing
and swings now and then.

Tom is a good solid ground tumbler, works
teeterboard and does hand balancing. On the
flying rigging Tom does a double layout, two
and a half, full twisting one and a half, full
twisting double, forward over on the passing
leap, triple and pirouette returns. His form and

PEOPLE

HENRY and SALLY PAYNE have some photos
to send the Feller Boys and Dodo, but they
need an address If you can help, write them at:
2909 Preston Highway, Apt. 2, Louisville, Ky.

style are very good, he practices hard, is con-
genial and looks good on the pedestal board.

Tom is really into flying, his Dad started him
eleven years ago and Tom has gone many steps
further. He is working on his private pilots li-
cense and plans on attending Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University where he will study
Air/Frame-Power Plant Technology.

Other members of the flying act are Bill Whit-
more who does a double and does the forward
over on the passing leap. Sara Moore is the re-
maining member of the act and a very talented
young lady. She does a tuck double, a double
layout and a two and a half. She is a strong flyer
with a great future. Sara is also the top mounter
on the high wire and the teeterboard acts and
plans to make show business her career.

Phil Schacht

.....

Year Round Address:

IF YOU WANT THE JOB DONE RIGHT!
CARL E. CONLEY

(30 YEARS IN CIRCUS BUSINESS)

JUGGLING—LIBERTY HORSE ACT
ANNOUNCER

‘77 SEASON WITH ROYAL BROS. CIRCUS

% ok ok ok k ok k X

A-1 CONCESSION MGR. and SIDE SHOW MGR.

2635 Norton Road

Kent, Ohio 44240
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WANTED

LADY ASSISTANT for animal act
Must Love Animals - Age 35 or under
Send offer with picture in first letter

“CARE"
4026 Syracuse Dr., Las Vegas, Nev. 89121

Show Acts

Acts appearing at the Jefferson County Fair
(Wisc.) Circus, produced by L. N. Fleckles,
included: Guy Gossing's tigers; Lodi Duo, aer-
ial cradle; DeMille, wire; Martin, juggling; Mr.
Rythem (Derral Wallen); Jorge’s Unpredictable
Car; Reynoso Brothers, aerial; Sabo’s Chimps;
Lamberti, balancing; The Hortobagyi Troupe
and Al Dawley, ringmaster.

The program for the Fleckles produced Tebala

Temple Shrine Circus (Rockford, Ill.) lists: Al's’
ponies; Guy Gossing’s tigers; The Lodi Duo; De
Mille; Martin; Edwardos; Clowns; Jorge’s Unpre-
dictable Car; Miss Evelyn; Mr. Rythm; The Fly-

ing Lar-Rays; Reynoso Brothers; Sabo's Chimps;

Clowns; Great Lamberti; Los Obandos; The Hor-
tobagyi Troupe; Clowns; Vidbel's elephants;
Swaying Stars; Grand Finale. Announcer/ring-
master was Al Dawley, while Ron Kilroy was in
charge of props.

PEOPLE

LLOYD LOAN, the clown, would like to let of-
ficials on Van Bros. Circus and his friend BOB
EMRICO know that he made the jump into
Lincoln, Nebr., all OK. However, after arriving
in that city he became ill and it was necessary
for his son-in-law to fly him home where he is
currently under the doctor’s care.

AVAILABLE

CIRCUS ORGANIST after Nov. 1st.

Contact: RAY HARTZELL, 404 So.
Meadow Valley Drive, Las Vegas,
Nevada 89107.

Phone: (702) 873-5093

GOOD TOUR

A total of 18,190 people attended the Wallenda
Circus at Clarksburg, W. Va., where two shows
were presented under the auspices of the Neme-
sis Shrine Temple. Another high point of the
tour was the engagement at Wheeling, W. Va.,
for the Osiris Shrine Temple.

When the show played Poplar Bluff, Mo., Karl
Wallenda's “‘skywalk’* (90 ft. in the air) was ac-
complished in a steady downpour. Incidentally,
Karl will be one of the feature acts appearing at
the Ohio State Fair this month.

Touring with the Wallenda Circus were: Rejinin-
es (Armors), Dubskys (leopard, perch, chimps,
risley), Bisbinis (balance), Ceasar, the unride-
able mule, Nevreless Nocks, Little John, Eugen-

io, Arelia, The Flying Armors, The Tabaks, Miss

Sarosochil, Robertos, Rix Bears, the Cristiani
elephants, The Jordanas, Sabo's Chimps, Karl
Linares, dogs, Oneco’s, Mariettas, Al Ross and
the Sherman Bros.

The show staff included: Stephanie Lee Shawn,
Mr. Wallenda’s personal manager; Patricia Kay,
treasurer/talent coordinator; Bill Kay, director;
Enrico Bogino, props; Bruce Lovelace, ward-
robe; Les Earls, electrician; Jack Neal, bubble
machines; Joe Robinson, special lighting; and
John Malett, band leader.

MUSICIANS

SHOW DRUMMER (With or Without Drums)
WITH Girl(s) that can assist illusion act
— 41 Weeks Work in 1978 for Stage Show -
CAN ALSO PLACE OTHER MUSICIANS 1977-78
Send photos-resume-salary to: LEE DONOGHUE

WRG ENTERPRISES INC

1507 Laurel St. Sarasota, FL 33577 (813) 366-9282

WANTED
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The Circus Report

I'his s a corrected lisung of acts presently set

for the Emmett Kelly, Jr., Circus by agent Rose
Adair,

Aug. 27 - Fast Meadow ., Fisenhower Park, Long
Island - Veno Vineto, Karol's Feathered Fan-
tasy, Crawlord & Gloria, illusions, The Cyclon-
tans, Artistry on Wheels, Charlie Van Buskirk,
ringmaster.

Aug. 30-Sept. 5 - Brentwood, L. I. - The Flying
\alentines, Tony Steele, sponge dive, Vashek
Duo, aenal walk and motoreycle, Pat Anthony,
lions and tigers, The Great Vashek, incline wire,
I'he Cyelonians, Charlie Van Buskirk, Vino
\enito and Karol's Feathered Fantasy.

Aug. 18-28 - Louisville Fair - The Flying Valen-
tines, Tony Steele, Vashek and The Great Vas-
hek.

NOTICE

Rumors that Famous Hunt was having trouble
with its route and would fold, may have had

WANTED

GIRL FOR TRAP ACT
(1 have all equipment)

MAN FOR GENERAL WORK
(Around Animals)
SMALL FAMILY SHOW

(All Replies Confidential)

MURRAY HILL
Rte. 1 - Box 248-A
Fordland, Mo. - 65652

Phone: (417) 738-4225

some basis of truth, but were certainly prema-
ture.

A route which was to have taken the show into
Maine for two weeks, under sponsorship of a

.Catholic Youth Group, failed to materialize,

and so the show went into Creseent Park in
Rhode Island from Aug. 1-13.

"Famous Hunt closes its regular season at Levit-
‘town, Pa., on Aug. 27th.

T
o)

i

FOR THE

An all new lion act featuring Lawrence Grant performing in
a way that is all his own.

mirrored globes.

A feature act for any show

For Information Contact

M. J.

1534 N. W.
Fort Lauderdale,

{305) 763 3636 (evenings)

‘77 WINTER DATES AND

DEBUTING 'Qr%:“

A very unique and powerful act
Borked solid thiough September 6th.

SAMPSON
]J1th Avenue

o
78 TOUR

- with comedy, fire and

Florida 33311

(313) 749.5572 (evenings)
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ATTENTION

ANYONE knowing Mr. and Mrs. Marty Martin
(Eleanor) formerly of Houston, Texas. Please
notify an old friend: Sylvia Newton Morris, P.
0. Box 6486, Burbank, Calif. 91510.

(Heard they were working in a circus as vendors
in California).

‘78 Plans

Plans for a second unit of the Carson & Barnes
Circus in 1978 were announced last week by D.
R. Miller. “We'll have our regular big tented
show and a smaller one suitable for ball parks,
stadiums and indoor dates, many of which will
be Shrine sponsored.”

The second unit, according to Miller, will be a
small, but top-notch show that average Shrine
Clubs can afford. “For big dates we can always
merge the two shows to create a single unit.”

Agents are already busy booking dates for the
.new show which is going to make a full summer
tour. Several new animals have already been
purchased for the new circus, including an ele-
phant act, featuring large animals,

RARE FELINE BREEDING COMFOUND

Robert E. Baudy, Owner
P. O. Box 132
Center Hill, Fla. - 33514

FOR SALE:

‘We are one of the largest suppliers of captive born cats in the world

IMPORTANT "“The offer for sale of endangered species i1s contingent upon the receipt
by buyer of a U. 5. Fish & Wildlife Service Permit.” (For non-Florida residents only).

New Act

A new act appearing at the Circus Hall of Fame
certainly is worthy of mention in Circus Re-
port. Without a doubt this act i1s going places
and already they have audiences impressed.

Eleven year old Dino Menendez and his nine
vear old sister Anita do a tightwire act compar-
able to many veterans in the business today.
Their costumes are neat and their performance
is outstanding. Dino is working on a back flip
and will introduce it into the act later this year.

By the way, ex-clown Bob Langin is now the
official resident magician at the Hall of Fame.
He is also an officer in the local IBM group.

«eeeee Bill Smith

PEOPLE

HARRY FINK and his wife REGINA (both
former active show people) live in Southern Ca-
lifornia and would enjoy hearing from old show
friends. Write them at: 1622 - 4th St., San Fer-
nando, Calif. 91340.

Phone: (904) 793--2109
Cable Address: ANIMALCENTER

Beautiful, healthy, hand-raised young cats of various species. All have been vac-
cinated against feline panleukopenia, pneumonitis, and rhinotracheitis.

Species on hand: AFRICAN LIONS AND LECQOPARDS, ASIAN LEOFARD,

CHINESE LEOPARD, BLACK LEOPARD, CLOUDED LEOPARD, SNOW LEOPARD,
SPOTTED LEOPARD, SPOTTED JAGUAR, BLACK JAGUAR, CANADIAN LYNX,
SIBERIAN LYNX, BENGAL TIGER, SIBERIAN TIGER, WESTERN PUMA, SERVAL,
We also have WHITE FALLOW DEER, SPOTTED HYENA, LLAMAS, GUANACOS,
DROMEDARY CAMEL, PYGMY GOAT, MINIATURE HORSES and more . .
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BEATTY BLOWDOWN (Continued)

Dave said a good many “unsung heroes” emer-

ged from what could have been a real disaster. ;

Fortunately, the storm broke about 8:15 p.m.
and not during the performance. And not a
show was missed.

Beatty-Cole keeps a new tent in reserve at all
times and a brand new big top is being shipped
from Florida, which should be in the air now.

To the layman’s eye, continued Hoover, the old |

top didn’t look all that bad despite the patch-
work; however, a healthy wind would have re-
ripped it to shreds. There were stitches running
its entire length in many places.

. Billy Barton

M.rce//aneow

Famous Hunt’s Circus will play the Smithha-
ven Mall in Long Island late this month, mak-
ing a seven day stand, closing on Sept. 4th.

Small Show

A small shopping center unit called “Circus

I Days” appeared at the Mellett Mall in Canton

| (Ohio) July 27-30. Performances were given at
1:30, 3:30 and 7:30 p.m. The show used re-
corded music and worked on a platform about

! five feet above the floor. Tne program opened

with Hunkie Johnson’s three bears, was follow-

| ed by local magician Gary Kimball and closed

with Carmen del Molino’s tightwire number.

The Budweiser Clydesdale 8-horse hitch appear-
ed in the Pro-Football Hall of Fame Parade in
Canton on July 30th. During the week preced-
ing the parade they worked out and were ex-
hibited at several Canton area shopping centers
under the sponsorship of local Budweiser dis-
tributors.

MESHA T. CLOWN (mime and balloon ani-
mals), ANITA KEPPO DESIMINI (juggling and
rolling globe) and ARTHUR MURATA (close
up magician) played two dates (July 20-21) at

the Fairmont Hotel in San Francisco.

GALAXY SIAGE LIGHIING

3962 Ince Bivd. Culver Cily, Ca 90230

(213) 836-2789

Lighting Equipment:-New & Used -Rentals Sales Service

phone

SELF ERECTING LIGHTING TOWERS

TALK BACK INTERCOM SYSTEMS
DIMMING EQUIPMENT

SPOTLIGHTS CABLE
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MAILBAG

We feel there were many inaccurate, untrue and
unfair statements in your June 13th review of
the Great Y Circus of Redlands, Calif. In the
first place it is not a ‘‘community project”. The
Creat Y Circus is a youth circus, sponsored by
the Redlands YMCA and is staffed by know-
ledgable-circus oriented volunteers both amateur
and professional. The statement that there are
almost as many performers as people in the au-
dience is also inaccurate. There are approximate-
ly 125 performers, ranging in age from 7 to 37
years. The house seats over 600 and during the
six performances well over 3,700 people saw
the show.

We fail to see how your reviewer could make
statements that he did since he arrived late and
left early and talked to none of us involved
with or in the show. Contrary to his ppinion,
the show is not precariously rigged and the
equipment is not of inferior quality. Most of
the equipment has been built by circus perfor-
mers or builders of professional circus appara-
tus. Almost all of the equipment and rigging
has been updated and rebuilt in the past two
years.

As for “several roughly executed tricks" are
concerned, you should keep in mind that the
Great Y Circus is a youth circus in which cer-
tain acts are building acts in which the perfor-
mers are not full-time professionals with noth-
ing else to do, and in which the performers
youthfulness is the keynote for success.

In being negative several outstanding facts were
not mentioned. To name a few, backflip to
three high on teeterboard, a handstand atop
four stacked chairs (balancing act), three eight
man cradles, including a double lever and there
was no mention of the flying trapeze act,
complete with the passing leap.

BETTY WENDANY’ S
FUNS-A-POPPIN

Package Shows to Fit Your Needs

Box 391, Sunland, Calif. - 91040
(213) 352-4277 (213) 352-2454

HUNKIE JOHNSON’s mother, MABEL, has ~
joined his sister ANN and her husband FRANK
STEVENSON, on the Ringling-Barnum Red Unit
Unit. The Stevensons have a dog acl on the big
show. Hunkie and his wife, CARMEN DEL MO-
LINO will be playing county fairs in Minnesota
this month before going into the Kentucky

State Fair.

- o -

Although favorable comment was made of the
unicycle act, it was not mentioned that there
were 32 unicyclists and that-the act involved
the world’s largest collection of unusual uni-
cycles, including the only tandem unicycle.
Regarding the statement calling for a full-time
professional, it should be noted that many
people give freely of their time and money to
train and organize the year-long effort. In ad-
dition, several well-known, talented, ¢ircus pro-
fessionals have been and are involved in training
assistance, rigging, equipment construction and
general advice and support - all on a voluntary
‘basis.

It would seem your ‘‘reviewer’’ should know
that a good one and one to which the circus
world will listen - should do his homework. In
other words he should know something about
the show, those involved, it's purposes, its lim-
itations and in this case, the sensitivities of
young performers and the many volunteers. To
say such a review is ‘‘unfair” is a gross under-
statement.

Tom Bishop and Doug Hairgrove.

WANTED

" For The Hanneford Circus
Riggers, Diesel Drivers, Prop Boys, Grooms,
Tiger Attendents, Fall Tour starts Sept. 1st.

Still need a few more acts.
Write or Call:

HANNEFORD CIRCUS, INC.
Storytown U. S. A,
Lake George, N. Y. - 12845

Phone: (518) 792-3430
— (No Collect Calls) -
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The Circus Report

AVAILABLE FOR XMAS ‘77 DATES - NOW BOOKING FOR ‘78 SEASON

MARCANS
MALE AFRICAN LIONS

(First Time to Tour U.S.A.—Best Male Lion Act Available)
Contact
JOSIP MARCAN
818 - 13th Avenue - Green Bay, Wisconsir 54304
Phone: (414) 432-5692

PEOPLE

ROLF ZWICKY, Swiss circus fan, was recently
the guest of helicopter aerialist DAVE MERRI-
FIELD at a performance of the Tommy Bart-
lett Show in Wisconsin Dells (Wisc) where Merri-
field stars. Rolf was on vacation which included
writing a story about the Circus World Museum,
where he met freelance writer BILL COUCH,
Jr., who took him to the Bartlett Show.

EDDIE HOWE, former circus press agent, re-
newed his friendship with Ringling’s Red Unit
Performance Director JOHNNY HERRIOTT
during the show’s Southern California run. It
had been 27 years since the two were together
on Cole Bros. Circus in 1950. At that time John
was 17, and his late father, Milton, was perfor-
mance director on Cole Bros., where Eddie was
the show’s press agent,

JOHN MacKAY (Yoho, the Clown) will be pro-
ducing clown on the SAM T. POLACK dates in
the fall. During his summer fair season John has
been putting make-up on fair patrons.

RON SANFORD and his mother, of Beatrice,
Nebr., recently visited the Circus World Mus-
eum and Franzen Bros. Circus. The latter show
features a variety of animal acts, plus other cir-
cus numbers.

BILLY BARTON (Continued)

impressed.... Rumors are the Cleveland Grotto Circus
may be revived after all, in October, but for a very
short run.....BILL STEBBINGS was seen in San Fran-
cisco recently.....HARRY ANDERSON, of Enquirer
Printing, has heen seen visiting many circuses this sea-
son (getting around almost as much as JOHNNY
CANOLE).....
BIG JOHN STRONG had a great "home-coming day”
in Jamestown (NY)....BILLY EARL sez that MIM|
ZERBINI is the “meanest broad on the show,” has
already beat up the canvas and prop bosses! (he's only
kidding, Mimi - | think!).....And it's whispered that
ODIE ESTIE and Sells & Gray prop boss ARNIE JEF-
FERS are a “new team.”
A rocket flare discharging the American flag is the
annual highlight of the St. Louis Police Circus during
the National Anthem. "“We never get them back,” a
Shriner commented, "until this year when a kid chas-
ed the flag seven blocks, and then brought it back to
be autographed by the performers.”
See you down the road, luvs....

I e A e R

The CHECKERS & PATCHES CANINE REVUE
is progressing rapidly and is currently using four
dogs. A high diving dog is to be added soon and .
by early next year they expect to have a group
of eight working dogs.

Col.

INTERNATIONAL ANIMAL TRAINER
E T B AXLE

ROYAL CONTINENTAL PERFORMING STALLIONS
— Liberty — Long Rein — High School —
NOW TRAINING FOR R.B.B.B. NEW CIRCUS WORLD
P. O. Box 2006 — HAINES CITY, FLA. 33844 — Phone: (813) 424-2421
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Michigan Dates
Col. Bill’s Grande Early American Circus did N E E n
good business at Pt. Huron, Mich., where the
5 2 Nati 1
show was sponsored by the National Guard on ACTS ACTS ACTS

July 25-26. There was a considerable amount
of “Wait" paper in town, posted by Sells & Gray
which played the same city on July 29th.

Col. Bill’s circus has a new big top (45x80x10)
which is green and yellow. The marquee and
menagerie top are red, white and blue.

The program, running 1 hour 45 minutes, fea-
tured: The Ruckers, dogs; The Rolandos, jugg-
ling; Princess Tanya, monkey, pony and black
leopard; Miss Olga, trapeze; Dick Hohleiser,
llama;

After intermission came: Marcellis, slack wire;
Dick Kohlriser and 6 yr. old Steve Kohlrser,
dog and pony revue; Mr. Miki, unicycle; Uncle
Ralph’s Bamyard Frolic (goats); Skipper and
Dick, pick-out dog; the Navarro Duo, sword
balance and Michael, juggling torches.

The show’s staff consists of: Col. Bill Voorheis,
ringmaster; Ray Sowards, concession mgr; Ray
‘ Hartzell and Bill Voorheis, band; Ralph Rucker,
menagerie; Brenda Kohlriser, front door; Chris
Brown, prop man; Larry Pote, security; Don
‘Dougas, sound; Vern Thomas, lighting and Laslo
Donnert, boss canvasman.

~

FOR BECK'S CIRCORAMA

FAMILY ACTS doing two or more
Animals, Chimps, Dogs, Acroabts,
Clowns, Juggling, etc.

No Aerial Rigging or Anchoring Eqpt.

Perform Indoors — 6 weeks work —
Short Jumps in South,

Opening Sept. 21 Call or Write:

HARRY E. BECK, Jr.
Rte. 1 - Valley Hill Road
Criffin, Ga. - 30223

(404) 228-3064 Person-to-Person for
contact (Weekends are best time).

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS IN AND OUT OF
THE COUNTRY SEND PHOTOS AND
RESUME ALONG WITH AVAILABILITY
AND ROUTING TO:

SUNCOAST
BOOKING, INC.

525 Treasure Boat Way
Sarasota, Fla. - 33581
Phone: (813) 349-8760

PEOPLE

LARRY CISENSKI, knife thrower, was featur-
ed in the stage show at the San Mateo (Calif.)
Fair Aug. 1-6.

RED SKELTON says his father was a circus
clown who died when he was a youngster.

CHARLIE MYRICK and BEN TAYLOR, magi-
cians, were featured on the stage shows presen-
ted at the Napa (Calif.) Fair Aug. 3-7.

THANK YOU

JACK FULLER
Owner Fuller Exposition Shows -
for your purchase of a Country Aire
trailer for vour wife, Dolores

“SAVE MONEY WITH JOHNNY"
JOHNNY CANOLE

7100 Sixth Avenue
Altoona, Pa. 16602
(B14) 944-9347 or
(814) 9243-0003

465 N.E. 102nd Street
Miami Shores, Fla, 33138
(305) 751-0206






