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NEW SHOW TO DEBUT TODAY

There's been a steady flow of reports sbout new shows set
to open for the 1974 season and the latest of these concerns a

Florida based operation. The new

Roberts Bros, Circus, owned and

operated by Doris and Robert Eesrl, is expected to debut today

(April 15) in Georgisa,

In 1964-65 the Earls had
their own show (Robert GC. Eerl
Circus) on the road, For the
past few years they have hendled
concessions with the Hanneford
Circus,

According to reports this
new show will be using a 60 ft.
round end top, with three 30 ft.
center pieces, made by the Leaf
Cenvas Co, Some 22 seat sections
were built for the show, giving
them a seating capacity of
1 » 100 people.

Rolling equipment for this
circus will includes seat end

pole truck, light plent/enimels

end s]eeper unit, stake driver
and water tank, cenvas truck, e
sleeper-cookhouse unit, conces=
sion wagon and en office trail=-
er.

ﬁ’ayment Guarantee

Imported animals will be
sub ject to public sale if the
importer fails to pey their ac=-
cumuleated costs during quarsn-
tine periods, under a proposed
ruling now being studied, The
USDA reports it would be permit.
ltod to sell animels in en effort
tq recover feeding, cere eand
other costs if an owner or agert
fails to pay such costs, .

Officiels said last week
that most animel importers pay
the costs involved, but there
are occasions when someone does
not do so,

| The proposal would permit

I the USDA to dispose of snimals
i at public seale and to hold any
| balance in excess of the amount

l due for six months nendin? E)

(Continued on Back Page
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A CFA Meet

Several gquests sttended
the Merch 29th meeting of the
Joseph A, Rows CFA tant in the -
Los Angeles, Cal, area. The
meeting wes hosted by John Buthe

men and presided over by the new:

president, Jack Bergman, and
featurad movies, refreshments,
door pri-es, etc,

Among those guests who et
tended the meeting were: Smokey
Jones and family, with the ele=
phant "Tika", CFA president Mel
Olsen, George snd Ginelle Perke

ins, Herry Chipmen and Don Frane

6is. veees Dol Wentworth

——
i
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The Circus Heport

Show Acts

Acts currently appesring on
the Clyde Bros. Circus' B8lue
Unit include:

Lou Regan = tigers

Grest Rianos (Ron Perry) = an
inclined wire welk

Doubleday & Co. - revolv. ladd.

Muchacho, the Horse - B8,Moore

Lotte Brunn, Mike Chattick and
Ron Perry = juggling

Cucchilo = trampoline

The Argentinos and The Navar=-
ros = perch numbers

Moore's Mess of Mutts

Miss Tine - upside down walk

The Rianos Duo and The 0'Briens
== slack wire numbers

Kirby's chimps

Miss Olge - trapeze

Besswax, the Mule - Moore Fam,
The Terrys = unicycles
Paulette Braun - fire batons
Rizzi - plate spinning

Lou Regan = slephants

Prince Naver - cloud swing

NOW AVAILABLE

| Fecilities for boarding hoof stack

Cherlie Allen, P, 0. Box 91,
Pixley, Cslif. - 93256.

Phone: (209) 757-3501

YEARS AGO

Washburn's Last Sensation
Show played Pittsfiel@, Mess. os
Jan. 8, 1879, and then was dis-
]bcndod shortly afterwards.

note |

The wWyoming Historical Wild
west Show of 1894 played dates
in Canads and the east coest,

Among those on the show were
Martin Downs, James Bayliss and
John Cathers, ownerss Tom. C.
Fitzsimmone, annexj Buck Taylor,
king of the cowboys; Reckless
Nell Braddon, wild steers; Tom
Ford, fixerj Judge Crowleyj; Dan,
the Dudej Johnnis Hare and Char-
lies Thompson,

THE CIRCUS REPDRT is published
each week by Don Marcks, 525
Osk St., El Cerrito, Ce. 94530.

Subscription rates: $5.00 for
six month period; $10.00 for e

year. Air Mai! service is $2.00
sxtre
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Sale Story Denied

The circus world received
a jolt early this month when
the Orlando (Flas.) Sentinel
Star reported the Bestty-Cole
Circus was for sale, That story
hes been denied by Frank McClose
ky, who reports “"we're not look«
ing for any buyers,”

According to reports the
paper's business editor Dick
Marlowe talked with co-owner J,
Collins about the sele of some
of his rscetrack holdings, when
he reportedly said the circus
wes also for sale, The story wes
printed that way snd rumors
sterted flying sround the U, S,

The circus staff and per=
formers were shaken-up when the)
read the report as they prepar-
ed for the show's April 6th op=
ening at Commeck, N.Y. The rumor
was not denied until McClosky,
who was out of town, returned tc
supervise the show's opening,

“hig top” acts

The progrem currently be=-
ing presented by Lewis Bros.
Circus, which this week moves in
to North Carolina, features:

Bob Gibbs = dog revue (6)

The Clowns - a dog pies

Ms. Sourene - Trapeze

Ross Gibbs - liberty ponies (6)
Miss Zo Ann = swinging ladder
Bob Gibbs - trained cemel

Ms. Meye - balancing

Miss Lydis - trained slephant

A NEW ONE

With its season slready
well underway, the new Dailey
Bros, Circus is reportedly do=-
#ng good business, The show is
playing in the South and mide
western states,

The circus is using a 60 ft,
round end top with two 30 ft,
center sections, with three
rings, The show is owned by Go-
pher Davenport, son of the late
Ben Davenport,

Their program festures seve
eral very good Mexican perform-
ers and an elephent. Also pre-
sented in the show are many ani-
mal numbers,

(For & full report of the show
see Circus Report of Feb. 18,
1974 - Page 5).

HISTORICAL FACT « & & &«

John Pluto, of west Baden,
Ind., purchased Golden Bros.
Circus in mid=1924, then a few
weeks later sold it to Ceorge
W. Chrilty.

Miss Henry = bareback riding
The Zerbinis - comedy knockab't
Bob Gibbs = liberty mules (6)
Gery Henry - clown juggler

The Zerbinis - wire

Pokey snd the clown car

Ms, Zo Ann - serial web

The Zerbinis = teetesrboerd

Bob Gibbes = elephants (3)

Music for the show is pro=-
vided by a two piece group, con=
sisting of drume and orgen,
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Pictured abav-. to the loft, is Rose snd Virginis Schaller, two

popular performers with the Russell Bros. Circus during its esrly
years on the wast coast,

Pictured to the right is Jack Joyce and his elephant “Lucy" who
wore with the Clyde Bestty-Russell Bros, Circus, The man snd women
in the picture sre Mr, snd Mrs, Willism Campbell, who wers reporte
edly the original owners of "Lucy". They were the owners of the
Campbell Bros, Circus which wintered at Evansville, Wisc.
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MAGIC SHOW TOUR ANNOUNCED

Plens to tour the "Showtime Follies®™ as s sescond unit to
complement their "Holiday Hippodrome™ show have been announced by
Bill and Dick Garden. The basis of the new show will be Stu Miller
and his megic show, with the addition of several circus-type acts,

DENNY MATHEWS views
the model circus
exhibit, of RICHARD
MILLS, which was ex
hibited at the Dake
lend (Calif) Hobby
Show on April 5=7.

8 RON PERRY recently
bought s 31 ft. Hol
iday Rembler house
e trailer.

REV. DAVID HARRIS recently
wrote a comparison story on R.B8.
B.8. abd Circus America for the
Washington Post,

GEDRGE HUNTLEY, of Rockford,
I11., has been visiting friends
end relatives in California.

PAUL, The Megicisn, will of-
fer & magic lecture in Oskland,

Miller will star
in and manage
the unit which
is scheduled to
start touring in
early May, The
show is expect-
ed to be out 10
to 12 weeks end
will also fesate
ure Bill Brickls
and his poedles,
the Morgen Ashton femily (rds-
ley), plus Ray & Dionne (perch
sct) end their son Micheel do-
ing rola bole snd beslencing.

For seversl years Miller
has operated and menaged side
shows and lest year toured with
Hoxie Bros, Circus, Thie year
he took out his own magic show,
to good business, Seversl cire
cus people, imcluding organist
Jorge Cozille were with him,

Calif. on Mey 10th at the B jorn=-
son Hall, 2258 MacArthur Blvd.

BOBBY GOLDEN will be the an=
nouncer/ringmaster for Carden &
Johnson Circus this season,

THE WAL=-TIMS and MISS JANM
wind up their tour with the
Globetrotters today (April 15)
then head west to join the Geo-
rge-Matthews Circus.

RAY CHANDLER is presenting 1

the snimal scts st Circus World
Museum (Barasboo, Wisc.) while
Johnny Cline recovers from s mae
Jor operstion,

DEL GRAHAM, asrislist, now
teaches trapeze work to upcom=
ing performers., He has produced
the all girl act called "The
Flying Viennas,”
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ROUTES

Allen's Paetting Zoo
April 17-21 San Dieqo, Calif.

Beatty=-Cole Circus
tn lpril 21 co“ﬂck' L.I.' NOY.

Carden=Johnson Circus
April 15=21 Springfield, Mo.

Carson & Bernes Circus
April 15 Ballinger, Texas
16 McCamey
17 Pecos
18 Kermit
19 Seminole
20 Lovington, N. M,

Hubert Castle Circus
April 15 Moose Jaw, Sask,
16 Swift Current
17=18 Medicine Hat

Circus America
to April 21 wWashington, DC

Circus Varges
April 15«18 west Covina, Calif.
19-23 Costa Mesa

Catti<Charles Circus
April 20-21 Redding, Calif.

Grand Circus Safari
April 18 Ashlend, Oregon

Hamid=Morton Circus
April 15-20 wWilkes-Barre, Penna.

Hoxie Bros, Circus
April 15 Clinton, S. C.
16=17 Columbia
18«19 Charleston
20«21 Florence
22-23 Fayetteville

Hubler's Int'l Circus
April 15«16 Dodge City, Kens,
19-20 Abilenes, Texas

King Bros. Circus
April 15 Brenham, Texas
16 Huntsville
17 Lufkin
18 Nacoqdeches
19 Kilgore

Lewis Bros. Circus

oy ¢ g ¢ “‘ :
* - -g-‘ﬁ,‘
\T,‘-"“fy > A PR

April 15 Clayton, Ga,
16 H sv'le,NC g - .
17 m::;h; s Tommy Scott=Tim McCoy Show wWallenda Circus
18 Andrews Apr. 15 Mobile, Ala. April 18-21 Syracuse,NY

19 Franklin
20 waynesville

16 Gulfport, Miss.
17 Slidell, L=m.
18 Hammond

asaes OTHER RDUT[S  E RN NN ]
Comic Book Convention
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10 Rayesv leyw
17 Murphy

18 Andrews

19 franklin

20 waynesville

Polack Bros. Circus
April 19-21 Sacrasmento,Ca

Ringling's Blue Unit
to n‘y 27 New York, N. Y.

Ringling's Red Unit
to April 22 weashington,DC

Royal Lipizzan Stallion Sh,
April 19 Johnstwon, Pas
20-21 Pittsburgh

Sarasota Sailor Circus
April 19«21 Serasotas,fla

| Tommy Scott-Tim McCoy Show |

15 Mobile, Ala.

16 Gulfport, Miss.
17 Slld.ll. La.

18 Hammond

19 Plaquemine

20 Crowley

21 New lberia

22 Abbeville

Shrine Circus
April 19-28 Hartford,Cénn

Voorheis Bros. Circue
April 18 Sandusky,Mich
19 Caro
20 Richmond

Wallece & Rogers Circus
April 9 Emmett, I8sdo

Apr.

hallanaé—ciré;;ﬁ
April 18-21 Syracuse,NY
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Comic Book Convention
April 17 Berkeley, Cal

Disney on Parade
April 17-21 Grnnnlboru.ﬂd

Harlem Globetrotters
April 15 Decatur, 11l

Holiday on Ice
Apr. 16=21 Atlentas, Ga,.

Ice Capades
Apr. 17=21 Columbia, Mo,

Ice Follies
Apr. 16=21 Uniondale, NY

L ebuy
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The Circus Report

A Bad Night

Circus Vargaes had e rough
night hers in the Les Angeles,
Celif,, ares on Saturday, March
6th, The 8 p.m. show lost its
lighting syetem due to some poor
diesel fuel. The fuel clofged
the linee end left patrons sit-
ting in dearkness for periode of
15 or 20 minutes at a time,

Pat Anthony manasged to com=
'#ie his sct in between the
psriodes when the lights were out

The management was very
sorry sbout the problem and wmas
tight thers to issue “rain
thecks™ to anyone who wanted
them, Parking lot attendeate
were also right there with the
"rain checks"™ for every ons.

seses Claude Tonolli

DAVE TWOMEY, shown here with
his train dogs, currently has
nis "Mappytime Circus®™ working

“nte® 1n Northern California.

rourcs

Peter Pan Show
Apr. 17-28 Chicago, I11ll.

Rose City Rides
Apr. 15-20 Salem, Mo,

Frank Sinatre Show
Apr. 15 St. Louisy Mo,
16 Providence, R.I.
18 Detroit, Mich,
21-22 Philadelphia, Pa.

Coming up

The circus season is only
now getting underway in Northern
Celifornia and elready it looks
like another banner year (last
ysar some 21 shows played in the
Sen Frencisco Bay Arsa),

Future issues of Circus Re=-
port will carry stories on all
of these shows, as wall as the
shows playing elsswhere in the
country., In addition to the big
show reports there will be =
reqular feature of some old-time
and recent show photos, all of
which you'll en joye.

FINALE

HELEN C., VARNELL, a verteran
circus snd vaudeville performer
and member of the Chick and He-
len Vernell team, In recent
years she helped operate s dance

| studio in Greenville, Ohio. Her

death on March 7th wes attribut-
ed to leukemis. Survivors in-
clude her husband and dsughter.
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The two pictures sbove were taken on the Russel Bros, Circus dure
ing its years of operation on the west coast, To the right is
milongs Cline in the backyard with two of Jorgen M, Christien's
trained great dene dogs,

The picture on the left is that of the famous De Wayne Troupe of
Risley artists, Faye Alexander, who is now well known for his
triple somerssult feasts and currently presents a comedy car num-
ber on shows, is shown on the right,
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CAPSULES

The Dewayne Bros, Cir-
cus pleyed Long Beach, Cal.
on Rarch 30th,

That new big top order=-
ed by the George Matthews
Circus is 120 ft. round .mf
with three 50 ft middles.

The Russell=-Johnson C1r+:
cus, orgenized by E. J. Mc !’
Daniel (he booked Carson &
Barnes in 73) openad in E
Texas on March 13th, then
folded scon efter dues to
bed weather and poor busi- '
ness,

»
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Circus Vargas boosted i
sesting cepacity to 7,000
for the Los Angeles arees
dates, They also added =
side show for those dates,

The March 1974 {ssue of
"Smithsonian™ magazine has
an article titled “"Bad Old
Shanghai HasTurned into a
Showplace of New China"
that includes a color photo
of an unusual unicyclist,

The Weshington Post for
April 3, 1974, has two
pages of photos and stories;
sbout Ringling=Barnum and
Circus America shows, of past programs, a route book,
letterhead snd tickets for only

The picture on this page was $5.00. write: Circus Kirk, Box
used by Arthur Bros. Circus sbout 181, Eest Berlin, Penne - 17316

1944<45, The neames of the girl and
clown are not known,

King Bros. has been doing
Circus Kirk is offering s |good business despite some wet
Circus Fans Packet, consisting weather and soqgy lots.
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PEOPLE

JOHN VERNON, of Pasradise, Ceal.,
recently gave a talk on the his-
tory of the circus. He slso visit-
ed with Honny Shyretto and her hus-
band.

DUSTY, the RBBB clown, recently
received nationel publicity vie
AP wirephoto for the opening of
the show in New York City,

BILL BIGGERSTAFF, circus pro=-
gram man, has been named front
door manager for Circus Vargas,

THE CYKEDLIC CYCLISTS (from the
Great Y Circus) worked on the Cal-
Tech Circus last month.

LILLI KRISTENSEN, who has been
with %lwk uﬂ.-. now jotn‘ the
Carden & Johnson Circus for the
summser season,

1 SRR R, 50 \_)
The sbove drawing is a copy of
the grounds at Circus World in

Florida., The verious facilities
ares

1 = The ticket wagon

2 = Circus Souvenirs

3 - The Circus world Story
4 - Jemes A, Bailey Cinema
S = Circus Bazear

6 -~ Cookhouse Tent

7 - Dining patio

8 = Donniker (rest rooms)
9 - Carrousel

10 = Camel rides

11 = Elephant rides

12 = Elephant Show

13 = Guest seesting

14 = Elephant barn

1S = Hay barn

—_——

-

CIRCUS REPORT
just $10,00 per yeear
Writes

Don Marcks
525 Dak Street
El Cerrito, Cal.94530




| SENATOR HUBERT H, HUMPHRLY, of

| Minnesota, served as honorery
ringmastar for the opening of
Ringling-Barnum's Red Unit at
washington,DC on April 2nd.

fﬁhvmzur GUARANTEE (Continued)

claim by the owner, Officieals
would also bs suthorized to sr-
range for feeding and care of
animals, at the owner's expense,
~if the owner neglects to do so.

Other measures in the propo-
| sed reguletions would requirei
| Arrangement for acceptable
|tranapnttation to the quarantire
| facility, and that requests for
nDHIS,iﬁisibtlnn and other vet=
eringry-services t made in
mrit!{g with a waiver of claime
agai tha agency and its em=
ploven‘m-... ’



