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Show Set As TV Feature
During the week of March 8th, local NET Stations throughout the nation will be showing

the new PBS Childrens action program entitled "Studio See" featuring Circus Kirk. Both circus
fans and the public will have their first opportunity for a close-up look at the all student show
which is now preparing for its tenth annual tour under the direction of Dr. Charles W. Boas.
Circus enthusiasts should check their local program guides for time and day that Program No. 7
of Studio See will be aired in their area.

Studio See producer, Jayne Adair, join-
ed the show for ten days in August with a pro-
duction crew from South Carolina ETV. Film-
ing took place in central Pennsylvania, includ-
ing Hershey Park where the show closed its
1976 season on Labor Day weekend to packed
houses.

Boas told CR that the 1977 season
will open on May 21st and will follow the tra-
ditional route along the eastern seaboard. Mov-
ing on 12 show-owned trucks, the company

of fifty will carry a ful l cook house and an all
new electrical system designed to mtet current
code requirements. New junction boxes and
chandeliers have been received from Bill Watt,
well-known circus equipment builder of Falls
Church, Va. Boas noted that last year the show
leased late model Mack Diesel tractors and
achieved excellent economy. All midway stands
have been mounted on Wells Cargo trailers. Rag
bannerlines are still used for the side show and
pit show.

(Continued on Page 8)

AVAILABLE FOR LIMITED ENGAGEMENTS

HOLLYWOOD ELEPHANTS
Contact

PAUL V. KAYE
Suite 519 • 1680 North Vine Street • Hollywood, California

Area Code 21 3 • 462-6001
90028
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L i P K O ' S C O M E D Y C H I M P S
America 's Finest Chimp Act

OPEN TIME
Sept 6 to 30 ONLY

' Contact P. O. Bex 32
Florence, N J. - 08518

Phone ( 7 1 7 ) 4 6 7 2316

DEAN J E N S E N , of the Milwaukee Sent inal ,
BILL SCHULTZ, of Circus World Museum and
W A Y N E FRANZEN. of Franzen Bros. Circus,
were all speakers at the first Seils-Sterling CFA
Tent meeting held on Jan. 21st

SIEGFRIED & ROY, illusions, TANYA, the
elephant and DAVID ROSAIRE and his Perky
Pekes are featured in the MGM Hotel show
"Hallelujah Hollywood" in Las Vegas.

JIM SWAFFORD has been visiting JOHN and
HERTA CUNEO in Los Angeles and reports
JEAN MECHON has arrived from Europe and
is breaking a tiger act.

WOLFGANG HOLMAIR, lion trainer, wil l be
touring with Cirque Amar in France this year.

The FERCOS FAMILY (flying, juggl ing, acro-
batics) have returned to the Dunes Hotel in Las
Vegas after a long engagement in South Amer-
ica.
ERHARD and CHRISTIANE SAMEL, wild
animal trainers, recently wrote a story about
their tour wi th R ing l ing -Barnum tor an East
German show business magazine.

THANK YOU
WILL IE S T O R E Y

For your continued friendship
and patronage

"SA VE MONEY AITH JOHNNY"

J O H N N Y C A N O L .

465 N E. 10?nd S t ree t
Miami Shores Fig 331 38
'3051 751 0206

7100 Sixth Ave".je
Aitoona, Pa 16602

(814. 944 9347
or 943 000.i

Ironberg Productions
Acts Available For West Coast

Easter and Spring Open

Dog Act, Pony Act, Trip Roping
and High School Horse

LANI IRONBERG
P. O. Box 866

Redding, Calif. - 96001
Phone: (916)246-2565

OK in Texas
As Circus Vargas rolled into Beaumont (Texas)
it brought wi th it bright skies, thus ending
nearly two months of wet weather.

This was the first circus to ever play Beaumont
for five days and they were well rewarded for
their effort. The circus drew better than 66,000
people for its 11 performances, with turnaways
at every show, a record they can be proud of.

The local engagement was handled by David
Chase and this writer helped in "billing it like
an old-time circus" and setting publicity.

Reports indicate the circus had five sell-out
performances in Galveston and repeated that
business for its Houston engagement.

Harry Lea Kingston

FOR SALE
T H R E E

Gentle-Female-Asia tic

E L E P H A N T A C T
(Ages: 25, 16 and 9)

1970 Pwerbilt Diewl Tractor

40' Fruehauf Customized Trailer
Including Living Quarter*

Inquire:
Post Office Box 3666

Hollywood, California 9O028



ROUTES
JAMES M. COLE CIRCUS

Feb. 14 Cuba, N. Y.
15 Ulysses, Pa.
16 Galeton
17 Savona, N. Y.
18 Wellsville
19 Bath
20 Sayre, Pa.

L. N. FLECKLES CIRCUS
Feb. 14-20 Detroit, Mich.

HAMID-MORTON CIRCUS
Feb. 15-21 Hartford, Conn.

H U B L E R ' S I N T ' L CIRCUS
Feb. 19-20 Poughkeepsie, N.Y.

M & M CIRCUS
Feb. 16-19 Rochester, N. Y.

RINGLING-BARNUM - Blue Unit
Feb. 9-20 Atlanta, Ga.

R I N G L I N G - B A R N U M - Red Uni t
Feb. 15-20 Greensboro, N.C.

MONTE CARLO CIRCUS
Feb. 16 CBS-TV (Check your

local papers for t ime)

FOR SALE
COMPLETE NEW HIGH WIRE ACT

30 ft. Aluminum Poles; 6 ton Rachet;
Bicycle, Chair; Balance Pole; Modern
Platforms; All in New Condition.

JOHN CUNEO
P. O. Box 7105

Los Angeles, Calif. - 90022
Phone: (213)728-2396

YEARS ABO
The Sells Floto Circus in 1927 traveled on a
single train consisting of 7 horse cars, 8
sleepers and 1 3 flats . The show used 58 wa-
gons, 2 t r ac to r s , an auto, 2 carts and 1 8 cages
Show animals included 13 elephants, 11 cam
els. 20 ponies, 52 ring horses, 14 broncos and
112 dra f t horses
The show's tents were: 4 pole big top. 6 pole
menagerie, 3 pole side show. 4 pole dressing
ten t , 7 pole dining ten t , two draft horse tops,
each with 8 center poles, a 2 pole ushers top,
2 pole wardrobe top, 2 pole kitchen tent , 2
pole dog top. 2 pole privilege top, 2 pole top

. . . . OTHER ROUTES . . . .

CITRUS FAIR
Feb. 18-21 Cloverdale, Calif.

KEN GRIFFIN (Magic)
Feb. 14 Atlanta, Ga.

19 Nashville, Tenn.

ICE AMERICA SHOW
Feb. 10-12 Augusta, Ga.

14-15 Salem, Va.
17-19 Bluefield, W.Va.

SPORTS SHOW
Feb. 16-20 Wichita, Kans;

WIZARD OF OZ SHOW
Feb. 15-21 Salt Lake City,Utah

For Work With Elephants and/or other
animals.

DWAYNE LE BEAU
524 Barbara Ave. Azusa, Ca. 91702

Phone:(213)334-8664

CIRCUSANA
FOR SALE

Surplus Items From My Collection

Send S.A-S.E. For List

ROBERT SCHIPPERS
1519-1st St., North

Newton. Iowa 50208

for clowns, toui candy stands, each with 2
poles.

Wagons included 4 wagons for cookhouse,
Commissary, steam table, stock and tank
side show, menagerie, wardrobe, 2 t icke t wa
gons, privilege, Horse top and blacksmith,
3 light plants 2 t r ac to r s , au to . 2 carts . Ores
sing top. trunk wagon, wardrobe, 2 prop
wagons, poles, stringers, lacks, reserved
seat tickets, blue sea ts . 18 cages, dog wagon,
ngging, 2 canvas spools, small poles and a
stake driver.

FOR SALE
Himalayan Rasslin Black Bear 6 ft.
tall, 650 Ibs, 8 years old Declawed
and Detoothed - Excellent tempera-
ment.

Full Trailer Side Canvases - PA
System Signs - Rings (wrestling).

Act can be-worked for lareg

Act can be worked for large fairs
and expos.

EXCELLENT MONEY-MAKER
Phone: (213) 550-8847



The Circus Report Page 3

GREATARTURO

- PHILIP «CDONALD

Currently appearing in

•fnfit/f?iii

n
3H"T™ """

Jiinirfinkoll

THE WORLD'S
GREATEST

] CIRCUS STARS

1 4 W E E K A U S T R A L I A N T O U R

Booked By

ENTERTAINMENT ENTERPRISES
H O L L Y W O O D T A F T S J U I L L J i N G HOLLY' , ' . O O T3 H< V I N t H O L L Y W O O D C A L I f - O H N I A (>'". 0 2 8
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HOW AVAILABLE

HIGH WIRE DAREDEVIL
a/so availabe... •

The 3rd Generation of the...

WONDER 8£ARS
TRAINED & PRESENTED BY REX HORTON

FOR BROCHURE, AVAILABLE DATES AND PRICES CONTACT
302 17th ST., SAN DIEGO, CAL. 92101 (714) 238-1375 OR YOUR AGENT
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BILLY BARTON
A MEXICAN CIRCUS, produced by BOBO FUENTES
(Circo Union) will tour the USA's Southwest and

'other Spanish speaking areas. The show reportedly
will use a 4 pole top, Green and yellow, built by Leaf
Tent Co. LEAF, by the way, has sold out his com-
pany and is scheduled for retirement.

TEX & MARCY MAYNARD, off the road for three
years, are gearing themselves to tour this season with
King Bros., to provide the music....Sells & Gray are
also due for live music....JIM DOUGLASS and VERN
WOERNER of Circus Creations have created a num-
ber of outstanding "fold-a-floats" for the M&M Cir-
cus opening in Rochester this week. One is a minia-
ture calliope wagon, complete with tape deck blaring
calliope music.

BOYON LANDON's mother, a spritely 96, flew from
Stockholm to Sarasota to surprise her daughter...Also
visiting in Sarasota recently were KLARINKA and LEO
MASCITTO, down from Montreal to visit Klarinka's
mother KLARA BERTINI....SONYA TRUZZI is the
owner of a chic dress shop in the circus city. TAMA-
RA HEYER is her shop assistant ARTHUR GROTE
FENT's golf foursome includes SEARLE SIMMONS,
BOBBY BEHEE and whoever else happens to be in
town - usually REGGIE ARMOR....DOUG ASHTON
VMS i smash hit when he entertained at the New Year
Eve Ball.

HELEN WALLENDA's birthday bash was a super-
gala....I'm told almost EVERYONE in town was
there! ELLY ARDELTY offered to wear Helen's new
white mink stole, just to "break it in". Helen declined
the offer....EVEL KN IEVEL ' s appearance at the show
folks Circus and later at the party had blase Sarasota
agog....With him were two security guards. A good
thing: the daredevil was beseiged by autograph hounds

BILLY & BONNIE EARL's musical album, "The
Other Side of Bonnie & Clyde" will be available on
Sells & Gray Circus this season...SUSAN and MAR-
LAN BUTCHER (King Bros.) are expecting an heir....
CAROL OBANDO's baby is due this week....DICK
GARDEN'S new Ice Show played Sarasota's Roberts
Arena on Jan. 27-30.

JIMMY COLE is sporting a new Chrysler. Under-
stand his other car actually fell apart - eaten away by
salt KIMES (Linda and Boyd) have a new Yellow-
stone trailer, acquired through Johnny Canole. Linda
threatened to drive the old bus into a ditch unless
Uncle Heavy agreed to get rid of it!

Under the heading of Life's Little Ironies, didyaknow
that BONNIE EARL's maiden name is ELIZABETH
BEATTY and that she has an uncle Clyde?....MARI
JO COULS' mother recently passed away, we were
sorry to learn. Hope Mari Jo will get back on the road,
where she belongs. We're trying to convince her.

TINO WALLENDA appeared at the University of
Miami with R O Y A L HANNEFORD...JOHNNY JOR-
DAN has been up north working concessions with
Polack Bros, prior to his and Patsy's opening with Wm.
Kay's Madison (Wise) Shrine date....KARL WALLEN
DA celebrated his birthday with a large party....MAR-
LAN BUTCHER, in case you didn't know, is the son
of HARDTIMES and PEGGY LEONARD, former
circus owners. Hardtimes is deceased, but Peggy is re-
tired in the Tampa area. Marlanft wife, SUSAN is the
daughter of HARRY RAWLS, who with his son,
DAVID, is taking out a rep-tenter this season. The
show will start out experimenting with a one day
stand format which, if it doesn't work, will be chan-
ged. The rep show is to tour the West and offers a
"Story of the History of Chatauqua", inter-weaving
story-plot with production numbers. Circus portion
of the entertainment will be provided by the Rawls
Family. The show will travel on three trucks (straight
jobs) with at least two pulling trailers. Drama stu-
dents will form the acting group, overseen by famed
English actress VIRGINIA (Lloyd) RABORN.

When JIM NORDMARK's Int'l All Star played Day-
tona Beach (Fla) Jim and ex-wife REGGIE, visited
JIM DOUGLASS' winter quarters and home. Also
visiting and partying it up were HINES & PATTY
RUCKER, PRINCE NAJVEZ, BILLY & BONNIE
EARL and BOBBY DAVIS. Jim and Reggie, married
9 years, were divorced in June. They still work to-
gether, however, and Jim says, "We're happier now
than we were then!"

Tellers of "Pink Elephant" stories, move over; you
can't top this one: MARIO WALLENDA received a
baby rabbit for his borthday. The morning after a
cocktail party, CARLA awoke to find the rabbit
staggering around the living room. Apparently, afflic-
ted by thirst, the rabbit had drunk the melting, left-
over cocktails and was stoned to its furry white ears!

See you down the road, luvs.

Thanks for reading Circus Report today. Be
sure to tell your friends about it.
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AVAILABLE FOR BOOKINGS AFTER JULY 1, 1977

MARCANS
MALE AFRICAN LIONS

(First Time to Tour U.S.A. - Best Male Lion Act Available)
Contact:

JOSIP MARCAN
818 - 13th Avenue - Green Bay, Wisconsin 54304

Phone: (414)432-5692
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SHOW IS TV FEATURE (Continued)
Personnel signed for the upcoming tour in-
cludes: Dr. Frank Felt, road manager; Jim Kief-
fer, business manager; Phil Graybill, Supt., Ed
Knapp, big top; Charlie Boas, electric and
sound; Jim Judkins, ringmaster; Mike Straka,
office and side show; Glenn Dandoy, conces-
sions; Laura Boas, performance director; Ron
Minkoff , press; John Gerken, Brigade chief;
Gordo Lindberg, 24 hour man; Amy Harder,
animals; Bruce Johnson, featured clown. Dr.
Charles Boas plans to divide his time between
the home office, the show and the advance car,
which will carry three men in a return to olf
time bill posting.

An eight piece band will pace the 23 act per-
formance, which will be highlight single traps,
aerial perch, juggling, dogs, ponies, horses,
llamas and a single bull. Casting is still under-
way, Boas stated. Anyone in student status is ,
eligible to apply. More than 10% of Circus
Kirk alumni have gone on to other circuses, ma-
king the show one of the leading training
grounds for new talent.

BILL GREEN, of Beatrice, Nebr., was inter-
viewed by a Lincoln (Neb.) TV Station re-
garding his circus collection. The show will be
aired at 7 a.m. on March 7th.
RUTH GREEN is seriously ill at the Beatrice,
Community Hospital, Beatrice, Nebr. (Room
247) and would enjoy cards and letters.

LINDA COUCH, former circus trapeze artist,
was recently featured in a special Los Angeles
Times story regarding her work in feeding the
ducks of Southern California.'

PAUL WESSLER recently spent a week or so
visiting friends in the San Franci«co area.

Concerning rumors that the show is for sale,
Boas noted that he is under physicians advice
to reduce his workload and has considered
offers to sell the show. The show will tour this
season and in future seasons, however, Boas
envisages a reduced role and a cut back on his
personal involvment. He continues to hold the
Professorship of Geography at York College.

r

CIRCUS HELP NEEDED
D R I V E R S AND CREWS

LONG SEASON

A L L D E P A R T M E N T S

N O C O L L E C T S

GATTI - CHARLES PRODUCTIONS, Inc.

Box 611
Orange, Calif. - 92666

Phone: (714) 997-0751
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This is in response to Robert Steele's comments
on the CBS-TV "Circus of Stars". I couldn' t
agree with him more.

Furthermore, I feel that his comments would
well fit almost all of the so-called Circus presen
tations we see on the tube.

The annual Ringling-Barnum Droadcast just
might be tops if they eliminate the guest stars
who always have to "get in the act" somewhere
and tell the viewers all they know about each
act ( 7 ) , taking up a lot of good time that could
be better used on presentation of acts. After
all, don't most viewers know enough about a
circus without having some TV celebrity ex-
plaining it all to them 9

As to the other Circus Specials - I, for one, am
getting sick and tired of seeing only foreign
circus acts. I realize that most of these are ex-
cellent acts, but why not televise some of the
circuses from our own country' We have
plenty of circuses with good acts but how
many do we ever see on TV7

Currently celebrat ing i ts f irst \ t -a r in tin- book-
ing business, the Amandis Kntertamment Agen-
cy continues to keep up an active schedule.
Las! >ear uiey booked the Herrmann's Royal
Lipizzan Stallions for several dates, and du r ing
the Christmas season had two shows operating.
These latter featured such name stars as Feller
Boys and Dodo, Sir Victor Julian, The Gibbs,
Norbu, Les Zerbinis and Miss Lilian.
The Plunketts, comedy trampoline, Christopher
James, tight wire and the Vickinas are current-
ly playing a series of Sports Shows through the
Amandis Agency. Other acts booked in to the
Sports Show circuit include The Fearless Bauers
on swaypoles, The 7 Staneks, teeterboard, The
Alexander Troupe, teeterboard, The Hernan-
dez Troupe, teeterboard and the Fred Canes-
trelli Family, trampoline.

I feel it is high time that some of the fine acts
from the good old U.S.A. should be recognized.
How many of you fans agree with me7

.. Bill Green

.

FOUR ROYAL LIPIZZANS
REGISTERED STALLIONS

Trained for Single or Quadri l le Performance

H

For Detailed Information Call:

W. E. LAWSON

(813)958-9220

Sarasota, Florida
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Now Booking
CIRCUS ORGANIST With equipment
capable of handling any size show - Have
Baldwin Theatre Organ, Moog Synthasizer,
Arp String Uni t , Peavey Sound System and
an Old Time Calliope

Contact: RAY HARTZELL
404 So. Meadow Valley Drive
Las Vegas, Nevada -89107

FRANK DEAN, western performer, who is re-
covering from injuries suffered in a fall last year,
has had a host of recent visitors including: JUA
JUAN MONTANO, former star roper with Mon-
tana's Buffalo Bill Wild West Show; GEORGE
REMPEL, rope spinner from Canada; CHUCK
WHITE, of Newhall and SANDY STRONG,
who is with the BILL BIRCHFIELD Magic
Show now touring Southern California.

BOB EMRICO has signed to work 23 school
shows with his Magic presentation during the
month of February'.

YEARS AGO
The Ringling Bros. , Barnum & Bailey Circus
train went through Pittsfield, Mass., on June
18th, on four trains. The show was moving to
Worcester from Schenectady.

The Ringl ing Bros., Barnum & Bailey Circus
train went through Pittsfield, Mass., on June
27th, on four trains, moving from Springfield
to Albany.

The Miller Bros. 101 Ranch Wild West Show
went through Pittsfield, Mass., on July 9th, in
one train, moving from Springfield to Albany.

FOR SALE
WHILE THEY LAST

Package of Franzen Bros. Circus Items

Includes:

3 Herlads - 1974, 1975-76, 1977
2 Letterheads
3 - Ticket styles
2 - Original Lithos
1 • 1976 Program

11 Pieces in all - Just $5.00

FRANZEN BROS. CIRCUS, INC.
Rte. 1 - Box 173

Amherst Jet., Wise. - 54407

Show Acts .
Featured in the proposed "Guiness On Parade
Show" which is scheduled to debut at Union-
dale, N.Y. in August will be:

Mario Manzani, escape artist; The Worldwheel-
ers, basketball on bicycles; Bob Manden, fast
draw gunman; Ronald Champlain, bed of nails,
Steve McPeak, high wire and The Great Kar-
deen, magician.

THE CIRCUS REPORT is published each week by
Don Marcks, 525 Oak St., El Cerrito. Ca. 94530
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE $12.00 per year
ADVERTISING RATES: Minimum Ad $5.00:
Quarter Page $10.00; Half Page $15.00; Full Page
$25.00 Color work is $10.00 extra for each color

WANTED
WOULD LIKE TO LEASE OR

WORK CAT ACT

ROY BEAM
4214 Cole Dallas. Texas 75205

Phone: (214) 526 6627

WANTED
SHOW ORGANIST & ANNOUNCER

For 1977 Season

Could also place one more agent

FRANZEN BROS. CIRCUS
Rte. 1 - Box 173

Amherst Jet., Wise. - 54407
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MORE
Dear Don:-

COMMENT

Acts appearing on the annual Detroit (Mich)
Shrine Circus (Feb. 4-20) at the State Fair-
grounds Coliseum include:

World Wheelers, unicycle basketball team; Blin-
,co, the Clown; Hortobagyi Troupe, springboard
Dynamic DeMille, tight wire; Reynoso Bros.,
trapeze; Mickey's Cnimps; The Wheel of Des-
tiny; Lona's Canines; Hugo Zacchini, human
bullet; Guy Gossing, tigers; Lamberti, Jr., bal-
ancing; The Lodj Duo, acrobats; The Hernan-
dez Troupe, teeterboard; King's elephants; The
Flying Lar-Rays; Randy and Sylvia, perch; Mus-
.afo and the clowns; Edwardo's unicycles;
•'.jebastian's Poodles; Al's ponies; The Storybook
Animals; Mr. Rhythm, trained horse; The Sen-
sational Swaying Stars, sway poles; The Flying
Armors; Sabo's Chimps; Rosell Troupe, high
wire; Rejenini Duo, trapeze; The Aloanis, aer-
ial motorcycle; Martin, juggler; Private Lee,
slack wire; Jorge's unpredictable car; The
Klauser bears and an aerial ballet.

I compliment you for running the very enlight-
ening article by Mr. Robert Steele. I could not
agree with him more. No sooner were we SUD-
jected to the CBS Circus of Stars (Jan. 10) than
along comes CBS with Evel Knievel's Death De
fiers - without fear of contradiction the worst
presentation in the history of television.

Karl Wallenda's walk was butchered beyond
recognition, and what a shame for it was a re-
markaole feat. Dave Merrifield, another great
artist was not presented properly. So we had
two professionals performing in a 90 minute
time span.

Telly Savalas and Jill St. John were simply aw-
ful. Very poor direction, Camera work and
lightning.

Oh! Why didnlt I shut if off7 Two reasons: No.
1 - Karl Wallenda and Dave Merrifield are
friends. No. 2 - I couldn't believe I was watch-
ing a network show.

What did Barnum say7

William Kay, Wm. Kay Productions, Sarasota.

Hall of Fame
T'.'v Circus Hall of Fame, in Sarasota. has five
new members, inducted there in a ceremony
on Feb. 4 th , a f t e r election by the nat ional
awards selection committee.

G. Herb Garrido, managing director of the Hail,
announced the 1977 electees and presided over
the affair .

The honorees are:

WILLIAM P. HALL (1864-1932) - circus owner
and broker, who supplied animals and equip-
ment to many circuses.

GEORGE HANNEFORD, Sr. (1895-1972) -
equestrian and trainer of the Hanneford Riding
act and center ring attraction on circuses for
some 50 years.

FLOYD KING, Sr. (1888-1976) - circus owner
and agent.

CHARLES MOROSKI (1908- ) -horse train-
er who had liberty horses and high school acts
with RBBB (retired in Sarasota).

MASSIMILIANO TRUZZI (1903-1974) - cen-
ter ring juggler for more than 20 years, started
in 1940 with RBBB.

The induction ceremony was held in the center
ring of the George Hanneford Family Circus,
which performs at the Circus Hall of Fame. The
spectators included some 110 members of the
Circus Historical Society, which met in Sarasota
for a 3 dav convention.

Moroski received the award in person, others,
now deceased, were represented by a family
member or CHS and national award committee
members.

The Circus Hall of Fame now has more than 90
members since the first inductee, Lillian Leitzel
in 1958. r . .....Eric \\ilson

The show is produced by L. \. Fleckles, with
Fred R. Morrison, Jr., Potentate. The Circus
Chairman is Don Coller.

Show announcer is Al Dawley, the bandleader
is Al Youngman and the clowns include: Yoho,
Koko, Happy and Blinko.
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WANTED

HIGH CALIBER, MULTI-ACTS FOR 1977 SEASON

Send Resume w i t h Salary Range,
Pictures of the acts and state
whether self-contained or not.

^g
^

Write: J E R R Y SOKOLOSKY. Producer

Wil l iams & Cole Circus
Suite B 1

4040 No. Lincoln Blvd.
Oklahoma City , Oklahoma - 73105
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CuAAzntty hppe.aAA.ng Af

LAS VEGAS

ENTERPRISE!
H O L L Y W O O D T A F T BUILDING • H O L L Y W O O D & V I N E H O L L Y W O O D . C A L l F ' O H N I A 9 0 0 2 8

A R E A CODE 2 1 3 H O L L Y W O O D 2 • u 00 1
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:I=W 1 4 VI
The weather i sn ' t the only nat ional disaster
we've suffered through this winter It has now
been capped by the CBS-TV "Evel Knievel
Special." a 90 minute mish-masn that should
be entered into the Gumess Book of World Re-
cords as the most disconnected, amateurish ex-
ercise in television ever recorded

As bad as the show was (and i t was t e r r ib l e )
co-hosts Telly Savalas and Jill St John were
worse. Miss St. John, in rigid, wide-eyed panic,
gave the impression she had just come in f rom
the cold suffering a case of f ros tb i te that affec-
ted her mouth - such were the unbelievable
inanities she uttered The lady seemed prepared
to bolt from Chicago's Amphi-theatre at the
first opportunity, whicn might have Deen bet-
ter for her and for us had she done so. Mr Sa
valas simply proved that gome actors, without
a script, exhaust the range of their capabilities
within a metter of minutes.

Two famed and reputable performers, Karl Wai
lenda and David Mernfield. were given short -

C ' H A I ) K V K R K T T wi l l narrate the annual
Monte Carlo Circus Festival w h i c h is to be airec
on the CBS-TV ne twork on Feb. 16th

STACY M O O R K reports they are not going
back to Great Adventure Park this season. The
p r e v i o u s repor t to t h a t e f f ec t was an error.

shrift by inadequate lighting, camera work and
by being filmed at night. Dave's spectacular
fireworks revolve was like a match struck in
the sky and Karl's walk was interrupted by a
commercial and further idiotic comment.

With shows like Gala Gala and the Evel Knie-
vel Special it is easy to understand why CBS
is a loser in the ratings' race. As for Mr. Knie-
vel (hospitalized prior to the program by an af-
ternoon crack-up) his long history of disasters
have taken on new dimensions. Heretofore
these disasters have been his own. This one. un
fortunately, was inflicted on everyone.

Billy Barton

IF YOU WANT THE JOB DONE RIGHT!

C A R L E . C O N L E Y
(30 YEARS IN CIRCUS BUSINESS)

JUGGLING-LIBERTY HORSE ACT

ANNOUNCER
'77 SEASON WITH ROYAL BROS. CIRCUS

A-1 CONCESSION MGR. and SIDE SHOW MGR,

Year Round Addiess: 2635 Norton Road Kent, Ohio 44240



AMANDIS
ENTERTAINMENT

NORTH. S O U T H , E A S T , O R W E S T A M A N D I S E N T E R T A I N M E N T H A S O N L Y T H E BEST

TOP NOVELTY * CIRCUS * AERIAL * AND THRILL ACTS

24 HOUR SERVICE

WE SINCERELY THANK ALL PRODUCERS, AGENTS, AND ACTS, WHO HAVE

CONTRIBUTED TO OUR SUCCESS DURING THE 1976-77 SEASON.

ATTENTION: We need more acts, of all kinds, please send photos
routes, etc.

ONE * ACT * OR * A COMPLETE * SHOW * FOR * ANY * OCCASION

PHONE (813) 955-7506

GUNNAR OR HELEN AMANDIS

619 NORTH LOCKWOOD RIDGE ROAD O SARASOTA, FLA. 33580 O
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AVAILABLE
F O R B O O K I N G S A F T E R M A R C H 1977

JEFFERIES CALIFORNIA SEALS

P R O F E S S I O N A L - R E L I A B L E - E N T E R T A I N I N G

MAGNIFICANT EXTRAVAGANZA

LAWRENCE & JEIMNCE JEFFERIES
.

FABULOUS LIPIZZAN STALLIONS

DRESSAGE - EQUESTRIAN - HIGH SCHOOL

•

ENTERTAINMENT ENTERPRISES
HOLLV WOOD TA FT BUILDING H O L L Y W O O D (i V I N E H O L L Y W O O D C A L I F O R N I A 9 0 0 2 8

A R E A C O D E 2 1 3 H O L L Y W O O D 2 ( > 0 0 1
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"ICE AMERICA" by Billy Barton

This new ice show, produced by Dick Garden
is geared for smaller cities and has the poten
tial of a blockbuster. The show is blessed with
young, personable talent, expert skaters and
two fine specialty acts.
Since its opening the tour has been aggrvated
by technical "tank" problems. A plastic tank
with plastic pipes (one of which burst to burn
skater Lisa Illsley with escaping gas) has now
been discarded. Added are two compressors,
one of which will be sent ahead. Headaches
with ice has already forced cancellation of the
show 's date at Austin, Texas.
Lighting is fine - 6 super troupers, coupled with
color banks, a lighted set, all framed by a rich
red curtained backdrop. Performance runs a
fast two hours, with intermission, is seldom
dull but often confusing - a confusion com-
pounded by costuming that neither explains
ncr fits the productions. The first half is cursed
with an excess of drab browns and fatal clacks
which will not take even the best lighting and
which turns skaters into shadows.
At the Sarasota Roberts Arena (where the show
was reviewed and where business was good) the
skaters were hampered by short ice and the
lack of a skate-sharpener which prevented skates
from digging in. Dull skates cannot be braked
and thus create a sliding hazard.
Show-stoppers are Dan Henry (America's en
try in the World's Professional Championships
in Spain, 1975) and Lisa Illsley whose "pair
skating" is a moment from the Russian Ballet;
and petit Rulana Rolland, shining and vibrant
in a skate-dance routine a la Gwen Verdun,
topped by dizzying spins.
The Funsters (Dick Cooper/Robert Dougher
ty) formerly of Ice Follies, have three yreat
comedy spots and make the most of them.
Their three-legged skating men are hilarious, as
is their "drunken horse". Juggling on ice star
Bob Welz, once with Holiday on Ice In t ' l and
more recently, at the Copa in Athens, Greece,
is quick, has comic flair, top notch projection
and stimulates the performance with an up-
lifting change of pace. Excellent also is athletic
Paul Guzman, a speed skater who adds zest,
here reduced by short ice, but registering well

in a "contemporary western" number impaired
only by the ambigu i ty of i t s costuming
An Audience participation stint closes the first
half with children given rides in boats, preceed-

i ed by a "Frostie Jungle" number featur ing the
' Frostie root beer character and introducing

Andrea Cooper as a jungle cat pursued by five
i skating hunters.

'' Second half opener is an "Incan" number that
is half-way to being the best production in the

! show. At one point it is performed in black
1 light, but just misses in excitement for want of
! wild props and authentic brief wardrobe. Fire
; baton twirler-on-skates Robert Burr is its

centerpiece.

Smokey, the Bear is "filler" that fails, also the
second adagio team, Sandy Rowe and Paul Guz-
man, talented performers respectively, but
overwhelmed and anti-climatic following the
wizardry of Pat Henry and Lisa Illsley.
A favorable nod to Jimmy Rogers, a lad from
the chorus who looks good and sings well in a
solo spot, and a special nod to maestro Leo Mas
citto whose past expertise speaks for itself. Mas-
citto stepped in temporarily to straighten out
the show's musical snarls which are live and
on tape.
Choreographer/Director John Wertz, himself a
featured skater, whose last assignment was in
Las Vegas, is to be congratulated, as his ensem-
ble most of whom are fresh to professional ice.
John, who was to have a solo spot, is too busy
running the show.
Ice America opened Jan. 29th at LuDbock
(Tex.) I t 's first half itinerary takes it to May
22nd at Terre Haute (Ind.) . Garden intimated
to CR that strong sell-outs await the show in
the Northeast. If the current problems resolve
themselves Ice America should come home a
winner It is laden with talent and bursting
with possibilities and thus deserves to click. It
is, in fact , every bit as entertaining as any ice
show currently on tour

LATE ROUTES. .
STl' MILLER (Magic)

Feb. 12 She f f i e ld . Ala.; 15 Greenman, Ga.;
16 Senter, Ala., 17 Albertsville; 18 Fairview;
19 Haleyville
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CUSTOM COLOR
CIRCUS PHOTOS

Full-Color Action Performance Shots. Lot
Views, Scenics. Equipment . Band Photos.

1976 Circus Season Photos Now Available
Additional Photos Dating Back to 1971
Season Also For Sale For Details. Send
Stamped Self-Addressed Envelope To

JAMES D. KALIVODA
1509 South Clinton Avenue

Berwyn, Illinois 60402

RETIRED
A lifetime of traveling with "The Greatest 'Show
on Earth" has come to an end for the elephant
"Marcella" who arrived in this country in 1922.
She has been retired and wi l l spend the rest of
her days taking it easy, under the watchful eyes
of Buckles Woodcock at the Circus World Park

Late last month Marcella completed her f inal
performance. She walked three miles from the
show's quarters to a bank in downtown Venice
(Fla.) where she closed out an account, left her
foot print on a change of address card and then
was presented with the key to the city.
During her circus career she traveled mill ions of
miles and survived two circus fires, one at Hart-
ford and the other in Cleveland. She also surviv-
ed the poisoning of 1941, when 11 of her fel-
low elephants died after eating sprayed grass.
She has been called the world s oldest perform-
ing elephant and now with her retirement she
could easily outlive any elephant in history.

AVAILABLE FOR '77
"GYPSY ALICE AND HER BIRDS"

A Colorful Fantail Dove Act
(Approximately 5 Minutes)

Please Contact.

ALICE MESSERI, c/o Vidbel
R. D. 1 Box 152

Windham, N . Y . - 12496

Phone (518)734-4137

MARK ANTHONY, clown, has been busy dur-
ing the winter months bu i ld ing props for the
two RBBB shows.

THE KLEMENTIS, bicycle act, took a spill on
Jan. 15th during a Circus Vargas performance
at Beaumont (Texas) when a bicycle tire blew
out, as all three people worked on the same
bicycle. Luckily no one was injured.

MERLE EVANS, band master, will be honored
by the American Bandmaster's Association at
its convention in Sarasota fFla.) on March 2-5.

In Memoriam
CHARLES M. KELLY (83) a former judge at
Akron, Ohio, and an avid circus fan, died on
Dec. 23, 1976 at South Bend, Ind.

HERMAN J. LINDEN (71) a former CFA
president and secretary for the organization
for the past 12 years, died at Aurora, III . , on
•Ian 7th

INTERNATIONAL ANIMAL TRAINER

AM) L O V h L Y BONN If: . BALE

R O Y A L CONTINENTAL P E R F O R M I N G S T A L L I O N S
LiborU Lone R e i n I l i g l i Sdiool

NOW TRAINING FOR R.B.B.B. NEW CIRCUS WORLD

P. O. Box 2006 - HAINES CITY FLA. 33844 - PHONE: (813) 424-2421
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HAWTHORN CIRCUS Corp

Mar. 20 to Apr. 15 and after Oct. 10

1 - HAWTHORN'S PERFORMING TIGERS and LION
2 - HAWTHORN'S RIDING TIGER and LION wi th ELEPHANT
3 - THE KLAUSER BEAR ACT
4 • HAWTHORN'S PERFORMING ELEPHANTS (5)
5 • HAWTHORN'S PERFORMING BABY ELEPHANTS

With This Unit Comes the Lights, Ring Curbs, Ring Matt For Your Show

Also Avai lable for 1977
HAWTHORN'S PERFORMING LIONS (8 Males)

Some Open Time Between April 1 and June 10 and After Oct. 1

New for 1978
HAWTHORN'S P E R F O R M I N G WHITE TIGERS

- A FIRST IN HISTORY -
•

Contact
•

HAWTHORN CIRCUS CO., L I B K R T Y V I L L K , I L L I N O I S 60048


