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Clf Is For museum
Several new gifts have recently been presented to the Ringjing Museum of the Circus,;

sota, Fla., by circus buffs. The gifts add to the Museum's collection of circus memorabilia, which
will be displayed for visitors.

One of the most exciting gifts is the Wallenda high wire platform that was used in the seven
person pyramid act, a symbol of the indomitable will and determination that characterized
Wallenda's long career. The double deck platform was designed by the famed wire walker esp
ially to assemble and dismantle the pyramid. This particular platform, which was used in the
film "The Great Wallendas" was given to the museum by Andy Anderson, one of Wallenda's
sons-in-law and a former member of the trou
ancing pole used in the act.

John Lentz, of Sarasota, a dedicated volun-
teer at the museum, has given the museum a
large side show banner, titled "Chimpanzee,
Alive!"; two "Buffalo Bill" and "Annie Oak-
ley" elephant blankets, and a collection of
such show records as payroll accounts, license
papers, tickets, passes and stationery.

Bill Ballantine, clown, artist, writer and cir
cus executive, has contributed a collection of
clown shoes, a rare book by P. T. Barnum,
"Barnum's Own Story: Natural History from
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The gift also included a chair and a 20 foot bal-

a New Standpoint", a portrait of a dwarf clown
by artist Jim Howie, and life masks of Ballantine,
Lou Jacobs and Bobby Kaye.

Other gifts to the museum were: Edna Myers,
an etching "The Floating Palace"; a scale model
baggage wagon for a model circus from George
Barlow of Binghamton, N.Y.; two metal howdahs
i(one for an elephant, the other for a camel) from
Gene Vercheski (G&G Metals); a circus big top
bale ring and a performing animal stand (formerly!

(Continued on Page 19)
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A Big Show
Without a doubt the new MGM Grand Hotel-Reno is
the greatest showplace ever. It's stage measures 170 ft.
x 280 ft. and is nine stories high. There's a water foun-
tain that is 40 ft. high, 600 Ibs. of dry ice are used each
day and there are in excess of 116 ropes used to guide
scenery changes.
This huge stage and its complex workings is overseen
by Walt Weekly, the stage manager who says he took
the job "because it was a challenge." Walts adds that
"being stage manager of the largest stage and the lar-
gest production show in the world has got to be a
challenge, right?"
The show's space number is one of the most difficult
acts in the world to stage. That sequence has 6000 gal-
lons of water pouring down a rain screen through 2000
water jets. The water then goes through a drainage sys-
tem, through pipes under the stage and is returned to
vats to be reused.

As soon as the curtain closes and an act is on, eight
stage hands rush out, squeegee mops in hand, to clean
any water that missed the drainage system. Meanwhile
a crew of 18 men must push the two 5000 Ibs. water-
falls off the stage and prepare the area for the circus,
complete with tents and wagons.
All of this must be done in 18 minutes, which means,
as Weekly so honestly puts it, "we're moving, really
moving."

In all there are some 96 scenery changes and over 200
props, all stored in a "fly system" above the stage or a
massive basement below the stage. The scenery is so
heavy that a counterweight system is required to keep
the scenery both up and down, depending on where
it's needed.
"For example," cites Weekly, "the mirrored arbor in
the night and day sequence in the first act weighs
6000 Ibs. That requires a lot of lead weight to store it
above the stage."
Another example of the magnitude of this Donn Ar-
den show "Hello Hollywood Hello" can be cited by
the four circus wagons. Each is so heavy that it re-
quires six automobile batteries for power, and each
battery must be recharged after every two hours.
Because of the amount of size and delicacy of the

THE CIRCUS REPORT is publ ished each week
by Don Marcks, 525 Oak St., El Cerrito, Calif.
94530 - Phone: (415) 525-3332.
SUBSCRIPTION RATES:

$15.00 $20.00
per Year Overseas Rate

ADVERTISING RATES (per issue)
Minimum Ad $ 5.00 Half Page $20.00
Quarter Page 10.00 Full Page 35.00

(Order before Sept. 1, 1978 and the subscrip-
tion will be accepted at $12.00 for a year).

WALLY ROSS, animal trainer, has been quite ill and
would enjoy hearing from friends. Cards should be
sent to him at: 678 Erbes Road, Thousand Oaks, Cal.
91360.

HAROLD WARD and daughter ROBIN and her hus-
band and new baby were recent visitors at Circus Var-
gas in Oregon.

BILL R O D G E R S is presenting his Tropical Bird act at
several fairs this season. He recently visited the Kool
Aid Circus, RBBB's Red Unit and the Beatty-Cole Cir-
cus, which was playing Youngstown. That same day
H A R O L D and SANDRA SPOHN were visiting the big
Beatty show.

PEGGY and HARRY BAKER, jugglers, joined the
Happytime Circus at the fair in Napa, Calif., for its
Aug. 2-6 engagement.

props and scenery, there is a lot of maintenance and
repair needed, also Weekly's responsibility. Mainten-
ance also includes prevention work, like spotting po-
tential problems before they occur.
The MGM has three stage elevators, each measuring
12 ft x 36 ft and with a total lifting capacity of some
144,000 Ibs. These elevators and the two revolving ele-
vators at the sides of the stage, work as stage hands,
moving props from the basement storage area, to the
stage and back again. The elevators are computer-op-
erated.

Then there is the plane, with a wing span of a DC-9
(the wings fold up for storage), the specially built
plane is driven by two of the stage hands. It never
leaves the ground, in fact, it only taxies 80 ft. But,
according to Weekly, "the guys don't care. Surround-
ed by 20 beautiful showgirl/stewardesses, they've got
the best job in the place."
Other stage crew participants in the show include the
clown band in the circus sequence. Five stage hands
imitate playing music high above the big top, dressed
in a variety of clown costumes.
With all the work, it is still a fantasyland to Weekly.
"We all get along well. You have to when teamwork is
essential for the success of the project."

BETTY WENDANY'S
FUNS-A-POPPIN
Package Shows to Fit Your Needs
Box 391, Sunland, Calif. - 91040

(213) 3524277 (213) 352-2454
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• Death Defiers From Around The World •

Coronas Thrill Productions
FEATURING

DOUBLE TWIN EXCHANGE
GYRO-WHEELS SWAYPOLES

LIONS& TIGERS

DUO CRISS-CROSSING TRAMPOLINE TROUPES
AERIAL MOTORCYCLES

CHIMPANZEES & CANINE REVUES

ELEPHANTS HIGH WIRE THR ILLS AER IAL ROCKSHIP
ODYSSEY IN SPACE

HORSES & MIXED ANIMAL DISPLAYS

MUSICAL COMEDY SENSATIONS

ACROBATIC FEATS

AND NOW THE CLIMAX OF ANY SHOW!

"THE CORONAS ROCKET-LAUNCHER/HUMAN-PROJECTILE CANNON ACT"

** PLUS MUCH MORE **

** PRODUCING ONE TO FIVE RING CIRCUSES **
SHOW IS SELF-CONTAINED WITH ALL RING CURBS, LIGHTING, SPOT

LIGHTS, SOUND EQUIPMENT, GENERATORS, SCENIC PROPERTIES, 75 ft.
TELESCOPIC BOOM FORK-LIFT, ALL MOVED ON THREE DIESEL TRACTOR-
TRAILERS.

** WE INVITE YOU TO USE THE BEST **

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: CONTACT
CORONAS THRILL PRODUCTIONS
POST OFFICE BOX 4246
HOLLYWOOD, FLORIDA 33023
(305) 989-1768 or 989-7211
(813) 322-1893

NOW AVAILABLE FOR YOUR NEXT
SHRINE CIRCUS-THEME PARK-FAIR-SPORT SHOW-FESTIVALS

AVAILABLE DECEMBER 1978 & LIMITED 1979 OPENINGS



Show Dates
Big Apple Circus

to Sept. 10 New York, N. Y.

Circus Vargas
Aug. 15-17 Union Gap, Wash.

18-21 Kennewick

Europorama
Aug. 14 Billings, Montana

15 Butte
16 Helena
18 Twin Falls, Idaho
19 Boise

Hanneford's Circus Internationale
to Sept. 4 Middleman, Ohio

Happytime Circus
Aug. 14-17 Stockton, Calif.

Hoxie Bros. Circus
Aug. 14 Millville, N. J.

15 Bridgeton
16 Blackwood
17 Atlantic City
18 Ocean City
19 East Windsor
20 Long Branch

Kaye Continental Circus
Aug. 10-20 Honolulu, Hawaii

Emmett Kelly, Jr. Circus
Aug. 17-27 Louisville, Ky.

Kool Aid Circus
to Aug. 20 Milwaukee, Wise.
Aug. 18-26 Hamburg, N.Y,

Ringling-Barnum - Blue Unit
Aug. 16-20 Long Beach, Calif.

Ringling-Bamum - Red Unit
Aug. 1570 Kansas City, Mo.

TNT & Royal Olympic Circus
Aug. 16-20 Peoria, III.

Wenatchee Youth Circus
Aug. 17 Elma.Wash.

Wonderful World of Circus
Aug. 15-20 Flint, Mich.

- - O T H E R DATES--

Baretta, the Cockatoo
Aug. 15-19 Pittsburgh, Pa.

Vince Carmen's Magic Revue
Aug. 15 Winchester, W. Va.

16 Front Royals
17Statesville, N. C.

Century 21 Shows - Blue Unit
Aug. 16-21 Des Moines, Iowa

Century 21 Shows - Red Unit
Aug. 16-21 Oes Moines, Iowa

James H. Drew Expo Shows
Aug. 14-19 Wise, Va.

Fantasy On Ice
Aug. 16-19Merrittls., Fla.

Gutis Family Jungle Parody
Aug. 18-26 Hamburg, N. Y.

Ice Follies
Aug. 16-Sept. 3 San Francisco, Calif.

More On Page 12

BOOKING FOR NOV. - DEC.

6331 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 603
Hollywood, Calif.-90028 .

Also need Advance Man/Promoters NOW!
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ONE UNIQUE ACT H COMPLETE SHOW *
BEARS • HIGHW1RE HEAD HA LANCK TRAPS CLOUD SWING FOOT TRAPS ESCAI'K

MORTON MERAZ 302 17th STREET SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92101
HAND BALANCING
(714) 238-1375

IL'LI'SIONS



ONE W O N D E R S W H E R E IT WILL END! Presi-
dent Carter promised the Major Powers during
the Bonn Talks to raise the price of oil and
gasoline to the level of World Prices by 1980,
and there are rumbles that regular gas will soar
as high as $1.00 per gallon by 1979. It seems
the fact that the USA is a highly mobile coun-
try, dependent upon wheels, more so than any
other country, has been overlooked - OR that
we have states larger than many of those for-
eign countries involved in the talks! A movement
mtist be spearheaded to protect our industry oth-
erwise ALL OF US are in very serious trouble.
THE Allen Park (Mich) Kiwanis Circus, July 11
16 did OK, and the Kiwanis Club personally
guaranteed the acts' salaries. Gunnar Amandis
booked most of the acts. The building was so
low the G R E A T BRUNO appeared outdoors.
Some of the acts included: Norbu, the Manuel
Navarro Family, the Zerbinis, Rex Young and
Johnson's bears. Al Dawley was ringmaster.
GRACIE Macintosh and CHUCK MARINE visit-
ed the Carson & Barnes Circus during its CFA
showing in Dearborn, also caught the Kiwanis
Circus at Allen Park and the Police Field Day
at Olympia Stadium (July 22). Appearing there
for Bauer-Hall were: Aerialetta, the Rodriguez
bar act and trampoline and Prince Najvez.
PROJECTION '79: Royal Hanneford will have
its own cannon act. . .Circus Vargas is rumor-
ed to come out with a European style one ring-
er. . .AERIALETTA to debut an exotic new en-
trance staged by VICKIE HANNEFORD. . JIM
DOUGLASS planning an elaborate "old fashion'
ed" 1890 spec. . .Ringling's new MONTE CAR-
LO Circus to tour nationwide. . .ditto the new
N O R D M A R K leer. . .ARIAS BEARS, a cute new
bear act, to hit the major spots. . .MISTER
SENSATION to make a "comeback" with an all-
new aerial presentation inked to appear with M
&M, Dobritch and Bentley Bros. . .Bentley Bros,
to double its Calif, spring route and to tour for
eight weeks in the fall. . .(Add Dubuque and
Philly to this year's route). . .Look for a possi-
ble change in the Corp. show lineups for next
season. . .The Detroit Moslem Temple annual has
set its dates for March 16 thru April 1.
SNAPSHOTS: The FENTONS, acrobats on ice, re-
turn to Ice Capades in August for their 5th year
. . .Musicians' BOB and KAY PARKER will be
with Royal Hanneford when it reopens in Sept. .
JIMMY DOUGLASS bought still another pipe or-
gan to add to his "museum", also picked up a
new truck recently in Omaha where he encoun-

tered the - P I E T R O C A N E S T R E L L I Family, THE
T O R R E A N I S and the FLYING LUMAS also buy-
ing new equipment. . .Clowns DAVID CHABIRA
and B R U C E W A R N E R dueling on the EDDIE
ZACCHIN I Kool Aid Circus fair route. . .DON
BRI DWELL will clown with the Jimmy Douglas
alley on fall dates with Bentley Bros, and Do-
britch. . .Famous Hunt plays the Smithhaven
Mall over Labor Day. .. .Florida Tent Rental pro-
vided the seating for Garden Bros, at the World
of Fun Amusement park date in Kansas City. . .
Youthful G R A C E MaclNTOSH keeps in trim by
playing "racquetball", sez: "It's better than ten-
nis". . .GEORGE HANNEFORD, Jr. Family play-
ing the LaPorte (Ind) fair date for HUBLER. . .
Set for George's Burton (Oh) fair Aug. 31 are:
the Burketts, Castle's elephants, the Elkins Sisters
and Miss Lydia. . .WALTER JENNIER, Jr. is
taking f lying lessons, is now "soloing". . .The
KLEMENTIS dropped in to visit FRANK & ES-
TRELETA and ETHEL JENNIER when both acts
were at Kennywood. . .WES and F L O R I N E OL-
ER have a new motor home. . .Sir V ICTOR JU-
LIAN is at Medora (ND) for his 10th consecu-
tive season. . .Reports are he is feeling better . .
G R A C E MaclNTOSH has one of the largest col-
lect ions of elephant figurines I've ever seen, most
of them given to her over the years by friends.
. .ARIAS BEARS will be with Bentley Bros, on
its fall run. . The FENTON Family practicing
"teeterboard" on ice for their Ice Capades tour. .
C H R I S ROMIG, son of IRV (R icky the Clown)
is an absolute genius at reconstructing the intri-
cate and delicate interiors of vintage player pianos,
organs and "multiple instrument" players, inc lud-
ing old time "juke boxes" and a recent tour of
his Michigan workshop was fascinating. Chris is
working on several player pianos for JIMMY
DOUGLASS and also created the "mechanical
calliope" used by M&M Productions.
BILL HARTLEY, producer of the TV series
CIRCUS! in formed me they were fi lming a pi lot
at the end of August about Magic and Magicians
which they hope will become a series and which
the Canadian Product ion heads hope will do for
Magic what their series features "Stars on Ice"
and "Circus!" are doing for Ice Shows and Cir-
cuses. I will have detailed information on this
new TV feature in a later column.
A REPORT via Sir VICTOR JULIAN via GRACE
MaclNTOSH informs me that CRISTINE FOS-
SETT has been very ill and may require an op-
eration. Unfortunately, that is all the information

(Continued on Page 18)
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R e m e m b e r When in the Mid-wes t
F R A N K ' S P O P C O R N & S U P P L Y
2311 Chestnut St. Louis, Mo.

Cal l : (314) 436 - 7700
Ask for STU TOMBER

Over 55 years of fine service and fair prices
to the great circus concession business.

Popcorn, Cotton Candy, Snow, Grab, Vend,
Peanuts, All Dry and Wet Items, Cookhouse
Supplies and Equipment. Gold Medal, Star,
Cretors.

Coming Up
A feature of an upcoming issue of Circus Report will
be a listing of the famous Minstrel Troupes that tour-
ed the nation during the heyday of the Minstrels from
1855 to 1890.

YEARS AGO
The most famous and widely performerd pro-South-
ern version of "Uncle Tom's Cabin," written by Hen-
ry J. Conway, opened in New York in P. T. Bamum's
/°:nerican Museum in November 1853.
Barnum advertised his show as the only "just and
sensible dramatic version of Harriet B. Stowe's book.
Barnum claimed it showed the cruelties of slavery but
did not "foolishly and unjustly elevate the negro
above the white man in intellect or morals." It was a
'true picture of negro life in the South," Barnum in-

sisted, "and instead of turning away the audience in
tears the author has wisely consulted dramatic taste
by having Virtue triumph at last."
Scenes like the slave auction were treated lightly and
the production ended happily with Uncle Tom being
melodramatically rescued from Simon Legree just in
the nick of time.

DRUMMER NEEDED
FOR THE NORDMARK SHOW

Steady work thru Dec. - All indoor
dates — Lodging and transportation
furnished.

NOTE: Our book consists of modern,
up-to-date music. Drummers must be
able to play Latin, Rock and Disco.

Phone: 813 366 1434

FOR SALE
36 foot CAT ARENA

Airplane Cable Mesh in Square Tubing Frames
$2,000.00

Reason for Selling: Building Larger Arena
HARRY THOMAS

Phone: 608 356 7260 (Call in Late Evenings)

T R Y S M I L I N G

When the weather suits you not,
Try smiling.

When your coffee isn't hot,
Try smiling.

When your neighbors don't do right,
Or your relatives all fight,
Sure 'tis hard, but then you might

Try smiling.
Doesn't change the things, of course,

Just smiling.
But it cannot make them worse,

Just smiling.
And it seems to help your case,
Brightens up a gloomy place,
Then, it sort o' rests your face -

Just smiling
(Author Unknown)

AMERICA'S OUTSTANDING

MIXED WILD ANIMAL ACT

4 LIONS and 4 TIGERS

WILL BE

AVAILABLE
AFTER SEPTEMBER 10th

JOHN C U N E O , Jr.
Route 1 - Box 32-H

Chardon Road
Grayslake, Illinois - 60030

Phone: (312) 546-0717
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THE KURSAUfE'S
359 Hawthorne Circle
Mt. Prospect, 111. - 60056

Phone:
(312) 956 - 0071
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"It was just like New Year's Eve!" "The world's big-
gest party!" "More fun and excitement than we've
had in a long time!"
Those are just some of the things people said after
the 12:01 a.m., July 1st opening of Circus Circus Ca-
sino/Hotel in downtown Reno.
A crowd estimated at several thousand started gather-
ing around the 5th and Virginia St. entrance an hour
before the scheduled ribbon "biting" ceremony, ably
done by Tony, the Wonder Horse. The magnificent
palomino stallion was cheered on by all the colorfully
costumed members of the Circus Circus show cast, as
well as by the large, happy crowd.
A brief "Circus Parade," of the performers led the ea-
ger people through the casino and up into the con-
crete big top, where a full two hour show was presen-
ted, to the delight of young and old.
In the weeks since there has been a steady stream of
visitors, being greeted by the world's tallest perman-
ent free standing clown, which is the subject of a con-
test being held to give him a name (or her!). The win-
ner will be announced Nov. 1st, and will win a four
day, three night vacation at Circus Circus-Reno. If the
'winner should be a Reno resident, a similar trip will

Now booking Fall and Winter Dates for
Circus, Malls, Xmas Shows, or our own
self-contained show.
Call or Write: RICK or SHARON LEGG

(419) 435-5260 (Mornings are Best)
P. 0. Box 632, Bradner, Ohio 43406

THE HI YABUSA BROS, comedy acrobats, are a part
of the stage show at the Nugget Casino in Sparks, Nev.
They are featured with the show "Naughty.. .but
Nice."

be given to Circus Circus-Las Vegas.
Visitors are awed by the free circus acts, which are
presented from 11 a.m. until midnight, seven days a
week, and include world-renowned aerialists, jugglers,
bike and unicycle riders, animal acts and monorail
ballet performers.
While Nevada law prohibits anyone under 21 from lo-
itering in a casino, Circus Circus welcomes minors to
the mezzanine Midway to play all the colorful carni-
val games and watch the acts.

R.H3VUHJ

D O G S P O N I E S C H I M P S

N O W A P P E A R I N G A T

I/LAND
T H R O U G H S E P T E M B E R 1 0 t h

A V A I L A B L E F O R F A L L D A T E S

SUMMER ADDRESS:
c/o Fantasy Island
2400 Grand Island Blvd.
Grand Island, N.Y. - 14072
Phone: (716) 773-3842

PERMANENT ADDRESS:
R. D. No. 1 - Box 431-A
Blackwood, N. J. - 08012
Phone: (609) 227-5433
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by Don Nieman
Tony Diano and Lee and jeanette Keener hosted the
members of the Tony Diano CFA Tent No. 130 at a
cookout on Saturday night, July 29th, at Parkersburg
W. Va.
Tony treated the Tent members and guests to his fa-
mous Italian sausage cooked over a charcoal gril l in
the backyard of the Wallenda Circus. Many other ob-
viously home-made food treats were also served. And
Tone's elephants, of course, shared in the feast, as
did some of the show personnel, including Helen Wai
lenda.
Making the trip from the Tent's home grounds in Cen-
tral Ohio were: Dave, Pat and J. C. Issenman, Mr. and
Mrs. Frank Robinson, Forrest and Nancy Traylor, Ed
and Jean Jones, Norman Vodrey, Don and Ramona
Nieman, and guests Mike and Ann July. Mike July is
assistant director and general curator at the Columbus
Ohio Zoo.
After the cookout the Tent Members and guests at-
tended the evening performance of the circus. Scat-
tered thunder showers threatened midway through
the show, which played to a full house at the athletic
field, and caused the second half to be cut to just
three acts plus the fireworks display.

NEW ADDRESS
MR. GARY S. HOLVECK

Master Illusionist
204 Washington Street

Bath, Penna. 18014
(215) 837-1401

C A R L O S OBANO is recovering from a hand injury,
which occured when the hand was caught in a block
while the high wire apparatus was being lowered. The
high wire act is continuing to work with four people,
with JAMS I LI OPU LOS doing the pyramid for Car-
los.

GEORGE HOLMES, tap dancer, is a featured perfor-
mer in the "Les Sizzle" show at Harrah's Reno Casi-
no Cabaret.

FAWCETTS CHIMPS are playing dates in Europe
will appear in the Monte Carlo Circus in December

T R A P E Z E A N D R O M A N R I N G S

NOW ON 1 9 7 8 SEASON TOUR W I T H

M A R T I N & DOWNS C I R C U S

- A V A I L A B L E A F T E R OCT. 1s t -

All inquiries:

MISS M A R Y CONSTANCE
R. D. 1

Abbottstown, Pa. • 17301

Phone: 717 -259 -0686
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SAWDUST TRAIL
by M. L. DUPONT

A Note to Co/lectors' Kraft Foods has some beautiful
circus-type lithos, for their advertising again this year.
This is the 3rd year in a row that Kraft has used Cir-
cus posters in advertising their products. Using this
theme. Ma/one & Hyde Food distributor leased this
reporter's "Dupont's Miniature Circus" for their food
fair and Dodo the clown was also hired to work for
the food concern.

Jack Painter, CFA and former President, just returned
from Europe where he taught at Rome. Jack visited
circuses in both France and Italy during the summer.

George Hubler, circus producer, has completed the
first pan of his indoor season. His programs were fill-
ed with stars of the circus world, including: The Fly-
ing Ramos, Norbu, the Gorilla, Ron & Judy Holiday,
Los Argentines, The Klementis, Karen Nyce and Geo.
Barreda and his lions. The press everywhere highly
praised Hubler's shows.

The Circus Moves by Rail - a new circus book by Tom
Parkinson and Charles Fox is due soon. Brochures an-
nouncing the volume were mailed to fans everywhere

BECK'S CIRCORAMA
O P E N I N G SEPT.21 , 1978

.7 WEEK RUN - SOUTH

NEEDS:

Family Acts doing 2 or more. Animals
(dogs, chimps, goats, seals, etc.), Gor-
illa Parody, Trampoline, Acrobatics,
Clowns, Finger Stand, etc.

No High Wire or Hanging Acts or
Groups doing only one turn.

SHORT JUMPS - ONE NIGHT STANDS

INDOORS - 6 DAY WEEK

HARRY E. BECK, Jr.
Rte. 1 - Valley Hill Road

Griffin, Ga. - 30223

Call (404) 228-3064 Person-to-Person
for contact (Am Home Weekends)

Also need one Bill poster with or without
transportation or Clown as Billposter and
Advance Publicity.

and it features a multi-color repro of an old Hagenbeck
Wallace litho.

It is reported that Gypsy Gruss does an outstanding
tightwire act (Circus Gruss in Paris), a unicycle act
with a front walk-over and closing with a juggling act.

My thanks to Bill Hooper for the tape "Be A Clown"
Bill is CFA Southern VP and reports that fans were
proud of the Carson & Barnes Circus - a flashy and
well put-together show.

Also thanks to Jim Forrest for the photos. Jim spent
time visiting friends on the Circus Vargas show and
thoroughly enjoyed it.
Many shows have strong Clown Alleys this year, in-
cluding Beatty-Co/e, RBBB Red and Circus Vargas,
its something good to know and this is one reporter
who's for that sort of thing. Too many producers cut
the very thing the public brings their children to see
- the clowns!
The 1979 CFA Convention will be held at Gettysburg
(Pa). Each year it is getting harder and harder to top
the previous convention.

PEDRO CARILLO and a partner that joined him last
year after an accident in Los Angeles, make up the
current CARILLO BROS, high wire act, appearing on
the Ringling-Barnum Circus.

The PIETRO CANESTRELLI Family visited Carson
& Barnes No. 2 Unit at Devon, Alberta (Canada) when
they worked the Klondike Days Exposition.

JEFF DAVIS and his sister DONNA were recently the
guests of RON and ROXANNE WHITFIELD at Africa
USA in Redwood City, Calif. Jeff reports that ADA
SMEIYJA and her tigers were at the park.

BOB and PAULINE MacDOUGALL were the subjects
of a special photo story in the Los Angeles (Calif.)
Times.

JACK S. SMITH, veteran circus executive, who in re-
cent years has been affiliated with the Royal Hanne-
ford Circus, has retired due to ill health. He is now as
sociated with the Tarpon Printing Service in Tarpon
Springs, Fla., where he is helping to establish a new
show printing division.

JOHN MOLINARI, former circus band leader, is on
the road with an ice show.

JAN JOYNER's parents have been visiting her and
LARRY JOYNER on Circus Vargas. They surprised
Jan with a birthday cake which included decorations
of Jan on the trapeze.

ALEX and SUZY ALEXANDER recently hosted a
Disco Party on Circus Vargas which had everyone on
the dance floor.
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S H I L L I N G T H E A T R I C A L P R O D U C T I O N S

"The Center of Attractions"

We specialize in promotional attractions for shopping centers. Booking
over 300 shopping malls this year with such attractions as

THE UNIVERSAL STUDIO TROPICAL BIRD SHOW
Featuring "Fred" 35 weeks of Shopping

Centers & Sport Shows

VICTOR THE BEAR 47 weeks of Shopping
Centers & Sport Shows

BOB JONES PETTING ZOO 50 weeks of Shopping Centers

LITTLE LION LAND 40 weeks of Shopping Centers

WONDERFUL WORLD OF CIRCUS 21 weeks of Shopping
Centers & Parks/Fairs

FANTASY ON ICE 22 weeks of Shopping Centers

WE NEED ADDITIONAL ATTRACTIONS

FOR ENCLOSED MALLS FOR 1979

WE ARE BOOKING NOW! -

Exhibits, self-contained shows, unusual animal acts, please send photos,
press and full details.

Please no more magicians or puppet shows!

Shilling Theatrical Productions
P. O. Box 281

Huntington, Long Island, NY 11743
.
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No Money ?
Several acts that toured with a circus in California in
May report they still have not received their pay for
those dates.

One performer tells CR, "we all worked on partial pay
with a promise that everything would be settled at the
end of the tour. On the last day we were paid with a
check and one day in cash and you guessed it, the
checks bounced."

Another performer says "the producers check and
personal promise have been bouncing ever since he
gave them to me."

A phone call from one performer states: "There are
many bad promoters running around who produce
shows, pocket the money and to Hell with the acts.
Why can't we use Circus Report to expose thM* pro-;

moters and at least prevent other acts from getting
this type of treatment. The money for my ad is in
the mail."

a matter of fact
When the competition increased drastically Minstrel's
added special features which were widely advertised in
their advance publicity.
In 1850, Campbell's Minstrels featured a 10 ft. 3 in.
African giant; George Christy's Minstrels had a 12 ft.
African "the largest man in the world."
In 1857, Charley White's Minstrels featured a Dancing
Turkey and Singing Cats, from Paris.
In 1870, an advertisement for a Minstrel show pro-
claimed the appearance of an 8 ft. 2 in. Chinese giant.
The California Minstrels featured an "African dwarf",
while another minstrtl show featured a strongman who

^ permitted a 309 Ib. stone to be broken
on his chest with sledgehammers. Later

_ he would bend iron bars.
£\ Years later, August Schmidt, a champ-

ion wrestler and weight lifter traveled
with a Minstrel troupe. The Lester and
Allen's Big Minstrels and Cornet Band
even featured John L. Sullivan.

a a

: GREAT AMERICAN CIRCUS I
* DIRECTORY I

REWS*lF¥nBC»ir*OI**TBTVEOID
STORIES ON OUTSTINDIN6

PERFORMERS
P H O T O S PHOTOS & M O R E P H O T O S

PLUS M U C H M O R E

ONLY SB.DO A YEAR

P.O. Box 1616 Sarasota, Fla. 33578

Show Dates
Bob Jones Petting Zoo

Aug. 15-27 Lake Grove, N. Y.

Kaye's Hollywood Elephants
to Aug. 20 Milwaukee, Wise.

King Arthur the Lion
Aug. 14-18 Tyson's Corner, Pa.

Lin-Rich Animal Circus
Aug. 16-20 Springfield, Ohio

Lipko's Comedy Chimps
Aug. 17-27 Louisville, Ky.

Rbdgers Tropical Bird Fantasy
Aug. 17-27 Louisville, Ky

Royal American Shows
to Aug. 20 Milwaukee, Wise.

Royal Lipizzan Stallions
Aug. 19-20 Seattle, Wash.

Tip Top Shows
Aug. 17-20 Ellsworth, Wise.

Wild's Animal Attractions
Aug, 16-19 San Bruno, Calif.

Steve Williams (Vent act)
Aug. 16-20 Toledo, Ohio
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Act*
A circus program produced by Paul V. Kaye for the
Santa Ana (Calif.) Stadium on July 23rd featured:
The Circus Overture, directed by Don Heaston; Miss
Colerand Miss Brayton, trapeze display; Pat Anthony
and his lions and tigers; The Bishop Duo, aerial cradle;
Clown number; Fay's Critters; Clifford's ponies; Prin-
cess Elena Omar, one finger stand; The Clowns; Aerial
Ballet featuring Miss Dizzy Heights; Dynamic DeMille,
tightwire; Clowns; Mademoiselle Ruth Ann, sponge
dive; Intermission.
The second half included: The Yerkes, trampoline;
Geza Szabo, juggler; The Mosleys, trampoline; Snyder
American Albino Stallions; The Four Flying Cortez;
Sebestyen's Parisian Poodles; Clowns; Bimbo, the won-
der elephant; the Edmundo Troupe, high wire, follow-
ed by the exit march.
The show's ringmaster was John E. Day and Clown Al-
ley included: Chris Bricker, Greg Dean, Neil Kay and
Ken Miller.

.fi.tf

R A Y H A R T Z E L L
CIRCUS KEYBOARD MUSICIAN

Complete Self-contained music and sound
system.

AVAILABLE FROM OCT. 1st

Now at Busch Gardens, Williamsburg, Va.
Phone: 220 - 2000 Ex. 217

DICK OSLUND reports he recently visited Franzen
Bros. Circus and Carson & Barnes and at one time the
two shows played just 15 miles apart.

ETHEL JENNIER and her dogs worked a date on
Prince Edward Island (Aug. 7-12), then jumped into
Rhode Island's Rocky Point, after which they go back
into Canada to play at St. Johns, N.B., followed by
dates in the Carolinas.

MARIE LOTER, retired show organist, has recovered
from a heart attack, spent 3 months recuperating at
her son's home (DICK LOTER) and is now bacUiome
in Texas. She would enjoy hearing from friends: Write'
her at: 2908 Hatfield Road, Pearland, Texas 77581.

MIRRORED BALLS - PEDESTALS - ANIMAL and PEOPLE - AERIAL RIGGING

G & G M E T A L S
a 2237 South Trail

Venice, Florida - 33595
Phone:
(813) 488-3048

FOREMOST DESIGNERS AND BUILDERS OF

CIRCUS EQUIPMENT

IF IT'S USED BY OR IN A CIRCUS

WE DESIGN AND BUILD IT

oc
O
oc
oc
i

I

co

OUR LATEST CREATIONS:
E L V I N BALE'S "RINGLING ROCKET"
THE GAONA'S " H Y D R A U L I C QUAD F R A M E "
THE HOLIDAYS' "MAGIC M I R R O R E D BALL"

Got an idea for a new act r e q u i r i n g special r i gg ing?
I nr W r i f p T .RNF V R R T H R S K I

Cfl

I

30
O

I

3=
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STEBBING R O Y A L E U R O P O E A N C I R C U S
by Clarence Hastings
The Slabbing Royal European Circus played Ypsi lant i
(Mich) on July 29th, sponsored by the American Le-
gion. Shows were at 2 and 8 p.m. with the matinee
drawing a straw house and a good full house in the
evening. The show was fast, clean and heavy with an-
imals.
Circus ringmaster Col. Trevor Bale welcomed all Cir-
cus Fans during his introduction.
The program featured: Jon Slabbing with 5 lions, 2
tigers and a leopard; Carol Stebbing and Donise, web
number; Bobby Stebbing and Miss Holly with Baby
Lou the elephant; Bonnie Bale, cloud swing; Col. Tre-
vor Bale with his dressage horse "Stardust"; John Steb
bing's chimps; Bonnie Bale, with the high school horse
"Playboy"; the Zoppy bareback act, followed by John
Stebbings and the circus elephants.
The two baby chimps that were born on the show are
doing well. The youngest was presented in a walk
around.

IN MEMORIAM
TOTIE FIELDS (48) stage comic died of a heart at-
jack at her home in Las Vegas on Aug. 2nd. She was
a popular star who frequently appeared on TV Talk
shows and was scheduled to open at the Sahara Hotel
in Vegas on Aug. 3rd. Survivors include her husband
George Johnston and two daughters, Jody Childress
and Debbie Johnston.

MirceJ/aneour
Carson & Barnes Circus (No. 1 Unit) is sporting a new!
big top which replaces the one that was lost in a bad
Slowdown sometime in June.

CIRCUS MUSIC

FOR SALE
I have about 200 Numbers of Circus Music
ORCHESTRATIONS and SMALL PRINT
BAND ARRANGEMENTS - MARCHES,
FOX TROTS' ONE STEPS' GALOPS -
Most of this music is out of print - $1.25
each Number or make an offer for the
entire library.
All orders C.O.D. Send for free list of music
Address: RAMON ESCORCIA

1209 Victoria- Apt. 7
Laredo, Texas • 78040

BOOKINGS
The fol lowing book ings have been arranged by
A m a n d i s Enter ta inment Service, 2236 Shadow
O a k s R o a d , Sarasota , Fla. - 33582.

Aug. 15-20 - AK-Sar-Ben - Omaha, Nebr.
The Klementis
Willy Lenz
Chase and Park
The Elkins Sisters
The Rolling Diamonds
The Great Jr. Hortobagyi Troupe

Aug. 18-27 - Cen. Canada Exhibition, Ottawa

Barrie Sloan
The 5 Vickinas
Joe Philips
The Aguilars
Les Castros
Frank & Estreleta
(Still looking for a good Comedy Act for

this date)

Aug. 24-Sept. 4 - Minn. State Fair, St. Paul, Minn.
Hanneford Thrill Circus

Bill McBuire - High Diver
Reynoso Bros.
The Great Bruno
The Quassars

Aug. 26-Sept. 4 - New York State Fair Thrill Show
Syracuse, New York

The Vashek Duo
Johnny Luxem
John Carney - High Diver
The Swaying Bilros
Miss Futuristic - Crater Crash

Aug. 22-23 - Rhinebeck Fair, Rhinebeck, New York

The Original Herrmann's Royal Lipizzan
Stallions Exhibition

Sept. 9 - Thrill Show - Kingston, New York

Danny Fleenor's Hell Driver Show
The Pablo Rodriguez Troupe
Willy Lenz Chimps

Sept. 13-17 -"Eastern States Exhibition
(Produced by Wayne McCary)

Les Zerbinis
Miss Maya)
The Flying Vazquez
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AGENTS - PRODUCERS

New Address For

BOX 74, BARNESVILLE, PENNA. - 18214

Phone: (717) 467 - 2316

B O O K I N G N O W F O R
O C T . - N O V . - D E C . ' 7 8 - A L S O 1 9 7 9 S E A S O N
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UNITED
FIRST C L A S S Q U A L I T Y A C T S FOR C A N A D I A N

BASED TV SHOW "C IRCUS" AND 1979 SEASON

OF G A R D E N BROS. C I R C U S .

BOTH THESE SHOWS ARE BOOKED E X C L U S I V E L Y

BY IAN M. G A R D E N . AGENTS WISHING TO

SUBMIT WILL BE PROTECTED.

PLEASE SEND COMPLETE INFORMATION AND

PHOTOS. YOUR R E P L Y MAY NOT BE A N S W E R E D

BUT ALL WILL BE GIVEN DUE C O N S I D E R A T I O N .

THE TV STUDIO HAS E X C E L L E N T FACILITIES

AND O F F E R S A 40 ft. ONE RING L A Y O U T . IT

IS 45 ft. TO THE G I R D E R S AND 65 ft. FROM

W A L L TO W A L L .

N E X T T A P I N G S A R E : Aug. 28th thru Sept. 6th,

and Oc t . 2nd thru Oct . 6th.

Garden Bros. Circus
S U I T E 503

505 E G L I N T O N A V E . , WEST
T O R O N T O , O N T A R I O , C A N A D A M S N - 1B2

Phone: (416) 484-4114
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Help Wanted
NOVICE CLOWN (Sept. 9 - Nov. 21)
SCHOOLS, Mostly in New York State.
Hard work and very low salary. HOW-
EVER, Excellent Accommodations and
CHANCE TO SAVE MONEY AND
GAIN GOOD EXPERIENCE.

Write: HAL HAVILAND
c/o Emerson
2545 Berlin Turnpike
Newington, Conn. 06111

The Fisher Bros. Circus, operated by Mel Silverlake,
and currently playing in the mid-western area has been
enjoying good business and nice reviews by local pa-
pers at each stop.
The show features: Neal Franzen and Susan with train-
ed llamas and goats; Melvin Ray Silverlake and Bill
Smith, clowns; Mel Ray and Bill, Canine Capers; Neal
Franzen, with Lucy the chimp; Mel Ray and Mel,
whips and rope spinning; Intermission with elephant
rides.
The second half includes: Mike McGlaris, juggling;
the Clowns; Neal Franzen and Bozo the educated dog;
Clowns; Neal Franzen with Butch the elephant;

Talent
Acts appearing at the Napa (Calif.) Town and Country
Fair on Aug. 2-6 included: Charlie Myrick, magician;
Jody Miller, western singer; Joann Castle, pianist; the
New Ink Spots, vocals and Sammy Hagan, rock star.
Special features at the fair were: the Happytime Cir-
cus, Dave Varder, of the film Star Wars, the Palace Fa-
mily of magic and dance and the Blue Angels rock
show.

W A N T E D

E X P E R I E N C E D

CONTRACT ING

AND

AGENT

N I G H T ROOM

PROMOTERS

SEND B R I E F RESUME
AND C U R R E N T PHONE *S
TO - WRG E N T E R P R I S E S
P.O. BOX 2797

SARASOTA, FL. 33578

A L L I N Q U I R I E S HELD
I N STRICT CONFIDENCE

Miscellaneous
New Yorker magazine for June 26,1978, has a cover
drawing of a ferris wheel.

The Happytime Circus worked under an 80 ft. x 360
ft. tent at the fair in Santa Maria, Calif. The huge top
uses 8 center poles.

The Kool Aid Circus, produced by Eddie Zacchini, is
a feature at the Wisconson State Fair in Milwaukee,
which runs Aug. 10-20.

EURQPQRAMA,
INTERNATIONAL J O H N W I N N , President

223 West Main St., Suite 205, M e d f o r d , Oregon 97501 - Phone: (503) 779-7441

A E R I A L THRILL and N O V E L T Y ACTS - FUNNY CLOWNS
- A C O M P L E T E 2 H O U R SHOW -
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AVAILABLE
HARD WORKING DEPENDABLE

COUPLE SEEKING POSITION -

CAPABLE OF MANAGING

LARGE OR SMALL SHOW

A N D T H E I R C O N C E S -

S I O N S - E X T R E M E L Y

G O O D B U Y E R S .

Send Inquiries To:

THE L A C Y S

L A C Y and L U C I A TOTH
734 Tarpon Avenue

Sarasota, Florida • 33580

MINNIE
"We didn't know that elephants

Could be such wonderous things"
Edgar Guest

Minnie is dead and there is the same vacant feeling in-
side as when a close friend passes away - and she was
a friend.
Her age was estimated at 70 to 80 years and she was
supposedly the oldest elephant in the country. She
did her last show with Circus Vargas on March 11th,
and the show gave her a final salute with most of us
who knew her shedding tears - happy she could final-
ly "retire" and sad she would be leaving us.
Minnie had trouped with the performing team of Min-
nie and Dolly in 1925, worked on Ringling and joined
Circus Vargas in 1972. Arthritis and poor hearing fin-
ally slowed her down, though she could be as head
strong and self-willed as any youngster when she wan-
ted to be. The thumping of her trunk usually announ-
ced the approaching long mount as she led the herd
around the track.
She will be fondly remembered when jackpots are cut
up around the elephant tubs.
Goodbye Minnie, you were a fine lady.

Jan Joyner

Billy Barton (continued)
I have at this writing.
G E O R G E DA DEPPO tells me Carson & Barnes
appearances for 3 days, sponsored by the Dear-
born (Mich) Chamber of Commerce (and part of
the CFA convention) was very successful. George
says the CFA membership plans a party for the
show when it returns to the area to play Monroe
this month.
C I R C U S G I R A R D opened at a shopping center on
the north side of Cincinnati, right after the Fire-
men's Circus closed, and it was the show's final
stand. Play-dates were July 19-22. Apparently the
tour was not as successful as Gerard Soules had
hoped and so he closed the show earlier than
had been planned.
IAN and MICKEY G A R D E N awoke Sunday mor
ning July 23 to d iscover their kitchen flooded.
A hose in the ice-maker had ruptured during the
night. The water did extensive damage to the
basement playroom, at least $3000 worth to the
broadloom carpeting alone.
See you down the road, luvs.

ATTENTION
We are cur ren t ly u p d a t i n g our
ta lent f i les. All acts, pe r fo rmers
and clowns are invited to submi t
recent pho tos and details to:

CATHY RIGBY, acrobatic star, is currently featured
in a series of advertisements for the Simmons Beauty-
rest mattresses.

P. O. Box 1570
Winter Park, Florida - 32790
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Miscellaneous
Oakland, Ca l i f , is expecting its worst t raf f ic jam ever
on Sept. 2nd, when "A Day On The Green" is featur-
ed at the Stadium and Ringling-Barnum's Blue Unit is
at the next door coliseum (both faci l i t ies use the same
parking lot).

The elephants which were with the noew closed Sells
& Gray Circus are now touring with the Beatty-Cole
Circus, as are several S&G personnel.

The Mason-Dixon Historical Society will hold its 16th
annual Steam Roundup at Westminster, Md., on Sept.
7-10. A steam calliope will be featured at the event on
the final two days.

by Mel Shields
"Chirrick was first seen here last month as opening act
for Debbie Reynolds at the Nugget. He juggles volley
balls, twirling them on his fingers, bouncing them off
his head, catching them as they fly up from his feet.
"In the midst of it all he does a few back and front
flips. He also juggles three flaming batons . . . his clo-^
ser of juggling five big volleyballs at once is excellent"
(Copied from the paper 'Showtime' of Aug. 4, 1978,
and Shield's column 'From the Audience.').

:I4»JI4V1
C I R C U S HALL OF FAME
by Bruce Gutilla
The show at the Circus Hall of Fame is one of the best
ever presented there. Fourteen of the sixteen numbers
are presented by the Chapman family. Danny Chapman
presents several of his entree numbers, an act with his
dog "Hogan", and numbers with the ringmaster.
Ten year old Ivy displays her wonder pony "Barnum"
who does a combination of dressage, liberty, high
school and comedy.
Staring in the show is daughter Debbie Chapman on
the single trapeze, featuring her original spinning heel
hang. Two members of the Sarasota High School Sail-
or Circus, Debbie Kelly and Gordon Howie participate
in the Chapman revolving ladder, swinging ladder and
an original web number with the web coming out of a
basket in the shape of a cobra.
The show is beautiful ly rounded out with the risley
act of Liliana Herrgott and Kurt Schiman's chimps.

MUSEUM GIFTS (Continued)

used in the act of trainer Terrell Jacobs) from
Lief Osmundsen of Sarasota and two reels of film
of the Ring|ing Bros, and Barnum & Bailey Circus
from Herbert Duval of New York.

FOR SALE
14 ft. Food Trailer - No equipment -
Has 7 ft. walk-in cooler with refrigera-
tion - Also large sink for vegetables
and salads with cooling unit - Tandem
axles — Used 8 weeks.

$4,950.00

24 Clown Head International Water
Game - Mounted in Southern triple
axle trailer - Double compressors -
Double motors - Perfect condit ion.

$19,500 full price

F-80 Ride - Trailer mounted - Extra
Nice

$13,500.00

Brand new electric train ride - Still
crated — Never used — 3 coaches and
35 feet of track.

$4,995.00

8 Car Kiddie Whip - Trailer mounted
- Needs pairt and some repairs.

$2,495.00

32 ft. Wells Cargo trailer with 8 Honda
motorcycles (brand new) each mounted
on treadmill for skill test game - Trailer
opens full curb side - Inside fully light-
ed and lined with Marlite paneling -
Large roof sign - Former owner claims
over $50,000 invested.

- First $10,950 takes all -

J O H N N Y C A N O L E
(305) 751-0206 (814) 944-9347


