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3 Show Units for J. Strong
In • complicated •arias of rout* schedulss, John Strong j

putting thro* shoe* on the road this aaaaon. A> a result he •!!!
be in direct competition »ith himself at several cities, including
such important standa aa Albuquerque, Oklahoma City* Kansas City
and Cueeon.

The Big John A. Strong In-
door Circus, with Betty Wandany
and Ruth Strong directing its
ectivitlea, opened on March 7th
•t Oxnard, Calif. This show will
play the east coast until Juoe
6th, when it moves into the feil
circuit. Some of the acta on the
unit still bet The tfendany family
ecrobatsi Bill Birchfiold, illu-
aionei Sparky, the clown| Hoaero
Johnaon'a elephant* and To* Han-
ford, orqaniat.

The 1869 Circus opened at
Simi, Calif, on March 9-10 and
ia playing under canvas. It he*
Phil Sheer working ehead of the
ahow, with Bob and Maria Raals,
and Stew* Baker* featured on t*e
show. Th« circus) ia uaino a big

(Continued on Peg* 1 1 ;

Talent Search
Irvin Fold, end hi* *on

Kenneth, producer* of the Ring-
llng-Bmrnu* showe. left the U.S.
on March 4th, for an extanalea
talent tour of Europe. They are
planning to visit circuses in
Hungary, Bulgeria, France, Ru-
mania, Auatria end Poland, ee
•ell ae moat of the other ne-
tiene in Europe*

Each year the Felda
make a world search for ne*J cif
cue talent. Prewioue tripa have
resulted in the discovery ef
Cunthor Coool-tfilliMe, animal
trainerf Michu, the world's
smallest men! Gran Picaao, Jug-
gler end the SameIs, «ild ani-
mal trainers.
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Ths 1974 ••••on Hill gat
underlay for Bsls's Buckeye So*
Cisty Circus with two perform-
ances st Alliance* Ohio, on Mar.
23rd. Tha circus, which Mill be
presented in ths Marlington High
School Cy«, «ill bs presenting
shows at 3 and 7t30 p.*».

Faaturad in this year's
program, reports Bill Bale, alll
be The Balancing Bentons, Hal
Havilend, and his d,egs snd pon-
iss, Oianns Wilson's trainsd
seels, Tha Cyclonians, Tsrini,
and his faawue European paper
tearing act, and Tha Battle of
the Magicians. Charles Van Bus-
K i r k Mill aerve as ringawetor of
the circus, anile tsiil Hahn has
bean engegad es the show's MUS-
icsl director.
NOTE . . . . . .

The clean bslloon on ths
sddreee side of today's issue
is the design used by Qualatax
balloons in all their advertis-
ing.

THE CIRCUS REPORT is published
every a*efc by Don Marcke, 525
Oak St.. Cl Cerrito, Col. 94530.
Subscription retee areifS.OO for
six Months! $10.00 per year. Air
Mail service is 12.00 extre (Ov-
ersees rates upon requaat).

finale
Mre. J. Beardaley, peased

Susy at Madiaon, Miac. on Fab.4
after a ssrlss of heert sttecks.
Hsr husband is a wall known cir-
cus fsn and daeler in circus •••
teriala.

Lyle Cheppell, former cir-
cua trapeze perfora)er and clown,
passsd away on Feb. 25th et
Fairbury, Nebr. He also worked
the high wire snd trained dogs,
snd had travsled with Caapbell
Bros, snd Barnuwj A Bailey Circui

Max Schaffer, died in Feb-
ruary of a heart attack, in New
York City. For yeere he operet-
ed Hubert's Mussuai, which inclu-
ded e Flee Circus*

A NICC OMC
Me enjoyed the Csltech

Circus last wonth, writes Del
Mentavrth. It was a good show.

John Strong waa there with
his chiap, which doaa a nice act
His dsughtar Sandy, preeentad
her trained pigeona, while Lin-
da worked the slephant. Little
.John did e nice Job of juggling
hate, etc., and Heidi Mendany
worked the doge.

They had about aaven wotfal
displaya, along with the circus,
and Bob MacDougall had hie cir-
cus Mteriel set up there toe.
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V4 SHOW ACTS
Shoe aota currently work-

ing with the Hubert Castle Cir-
oue includei

Joaaph Hartaian - wild ani»ali
The Oalaneys - aarial cradla
Frank 4 Catrellita - cradla
Aarial Stallara - aainging pr
Anden's French Poodles
Miller 4 Caraldina - riding
Craat Sagura - bounding rope
Tha Oleiodaa - cycliata
Wallace Oiahl • elephants
Tha Kannara - Oiano'a aleph.
Ray Grant - illusions
Tha Patricks - rola bola
Tha Zavattaa - unaup. leddar
Tha Pabloa - parch pola
Tha Rigattia - unaup. laddar
Tha Biablnis - unaup. laddait
Tha Seieha fe»iiy - horaaa
La Nora* - single trapeze
Flying Valentines - flying
Lae Marx - juggling
Tha Nandoa - comedy hata
Pat Oaviaon 4 C«en - Juggling
Sabrina 4 Francarro - trapaza
Yolanda 4 Miae Rebecca - trap
Anita and Belinda - veb
ttllly Lenz - chiapa
Tha Carlo* Twins - aquillb.
The Kolawdya - balancing
Tha Alwandis Troupe - taatar.
Bounding Marlina - trampoline
Zoppa Troupe • riding act
Craat Boroa - breakewoy pole

Staff for the anew in-
cludaai

Hubart Caatla - o«ner/«ennqer
Clao Plunkett - ringaMiatat

SHRINE SHOWS
Information on several big

sponsored shows, produced laat
week, reached Circus Report too
lata for the march 4th ieeue. If
readers visited any of the ehoetf
«a*d lika • raport on the*, or
at least a list of the acts s*o
aiorkad the da tee.

Tha show data* «ar»i

Fab. 26 - Odaaaa, Texaa •
a Shrina aponaorad circus

n»r. 1-3 - Allentown, Panne
• • Shrina aponaorad circus

Mar. 5-10 Kanaaa City, Me.
- a police aponaorad circus

NOW AVAILABLE
Facilitiaa for boarding hoof stock
Charlie Allan, P. 0. Box 91,
Plxlay, Calif. - 93256.
Phonet (209) 757-3501

Clesient Toce - band leader
M. C. Plunkett - boss propa
Pablo Martinez - head rigger
Marie Gilbert - alactrician
Frank Kruaianachar - adv. aala
Bob Dunnes) - ganaral rapre*

Clean Allay is headed by
Rex Young and feeturaai Sandy
Young, Lae Marx, Jiawy Arewtrong
Jaewa Plunkett, Jeffrey Plunkett

Bend regulars include the
Toce faaily, with Cleaent direc-
ting, hie «ife, Elizabeth on the
organ, eon Greg on druaia and
Oeuohter, Debbie, on bass.



Allen1* Petting Zoo
War. 13-17 Oxnard, Calif.

Hubart Castle Circus
Her. 11-12 Sale*, Oregon

14-23 Qeyton, Ohio

Circus Vargas
Her 11 Opel Ike. Ala.

12-13 Montgomery
14-15 Jackson, Miss.
16-17 Shreveport,Le

Cola All Star TV Circus
Mer 11 Sherburne, N. V.

12 Merrle
13 Otego
14 Clewereville
15 Hetervllle
16 Enroute
17 Oriakany
18 Ceneatota

OeileyBro*. Circus
Mer. 16-17 Conzeles, Tex.

Greet Moscow Circus
Mer. 15-24 Adelelde, Auet

He«ld-Morton Circus
Mer. 12-17 St. Paul, Minn

Hubler'e Int'l Circus
Mar. 14-17 Youngsto«n,0hto

King Bros. Circue
Mer. 11 Leesburg, Tie.

12 Croee City
13 Live Oak
14 Tallahaeeee
15 Dothen. Ale.

Ring1 ing-Barnu«'s Blue Unit
Mer. 12-25 Baltimore. Md.

(Civic Center)

Ringling-Bernum'e Red Unit
War. 13-17 Charleston,!*. Ve

(Civic Center)

Royel Lipizzan Stallion Shoe
Mer. 12-13 Dothan, Ala.

15 Chattanooga,Tenr
16-17 Atlanta, Ce.

Tommy Scott-Tin McCoy Show
Mar. 11 Myrtle Beech, S.C.

12 Cerro Cordo, N. C.
13 Lumbar ton
14 Clinton, S. C.
15 Roenoka Rapida,N.C
16 Hope«ell, Ve.
17 Culpepper
18 tterrenton
19 Moodbridge

Sells It Grey Circus
Mer. 9 Oe Lend, Fie.

10 Cl«r»ont
11 Bar to*
12 Wilvood

Sells A Grey (Continued)
Mar. 13 Tarpon Springs,Fli

14 Palletto
15 St. Petersburg
16 Lutz
17 Sanino la
18 Port Charlotte
19 Sebring

Big John Strong's Indoor Cr
Mar. 7 Oxnard, Celif.

The 1869 Circus
Mar. 9-10 Si«i, Calif.

The Great Wallende Circus
Mar. 13-17 Miami, Fla.

World Pet Expo
Mar. 16-17 Binghanpton,NY

OTHER ROUTES

Country In New York Shorn
Mar. 16 Na* York, N.Y.

Disney on Perada
Mar. 13-17 Nashville, Tenn

Peggy Fleming lee Shots
Mer 14-Apr 3 Reno, Nav.

Herlem Globetrotters
Mer. 17 Sen Francisco,Cal

Holiday On Ice (Nat'l)
Mar. 12-17 Tampa, Fla.

Ice Cepades
Mer 13-17 Moncton, N.B.
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HE CLOWX
Writing for the Press-

Telegrsm, of Long Beach, Calif.,
(Feb. 13) Sydney Harris' column
•Strictly Peraonal" was titled
"What's Funny About A Clown?"

The writer eaya he hes
always had an aversion to clowns
and as a result has avoided the
circua aa siuch ae possible. The
clown, he aaya, "with rare excep
tiona" era not funny s>en. "There
is something ugly and hateful,
and even bajeful, about nest of
their entice* Tha clown sssms to
dlalika people, end to expreaa
this dislike aggreeeivaly under
the Mak of Jeating."

At tha circus, aaya Mr.
Harris, children are store asmaed
by tha aninals, than by the
donna. It la tha adults, ha re-
porte, that are reelly intereet*
ed in the clowns.

Harris eaya that Shakee-
peere under etood clowne end jes-
tara batter than anyone. Hie
clowns are all bitter men, with
little werath or love. Their hu-
mor is brittle and mocking.

People will tell you the
clown ie a sad a*n et heart,
Harris states, but rather a
clown la a raeantful man at
heert. Men beco«e clowne, he
adde, when they become frustra-
ted at trying to be e hero.

Concluding hie column,
Harris wrotat "downs represent
the dark under current of huswn

An old issue of tha Nonrofl
News-Star of Louiaiana (1918)
shows tha Al C. Barnaa Circua
•aa thara on Sept. 24th. Both
Ring lino, Bros* and Barnua) a Bai-
lay circuses were dua in Oct.,
but bacauaa of an epidemic they
cancellea their dates.

Tha following itaei appaar-
ad in a recent iaaua of "Defen-
bars of Wildlife News". "An sni-
•sl handlar who had been fired
from RBB8 waa jailed aftar ha
allegedly stole an 11 week eld
Siberian tiger cub fro« the aide
of ita Mother.

The Sunday, Fab. 24th TV
show "Thrill Seekers" feeturad
an aerial act with the triple —
two aan and a girl, all fro*
California*

TV hea eliminated e good
deal of newspaper advertising by
circuses, but in tha old days
one would often find ea Many aa
four tented circuses edvertioing
at tha aasjo tiM.

...••••*•. L. Oupont

aggraeslon - in e socially die-
guiaad and therefore accapteble
•ay - which may explain ejhy hie
portrait la ao popular eaoog
tha tlaid, tha rancorous, and
tha repressed."
(If you ejiah to coaplain about
tha coluem and ita coeasenta on
clo-ns sjrite directly to The
Preaa-Tslsgrss), Lang Baach,Cal)



The Royal Repenaki Troupe of bareback riders is
shown above* while with the Ringlinq-Barnum Cir-
cus in 1937.

The above photograph was taken on Cole Br.
Circus when they played Oakland, Calif*
in the esrly 1940's. It reportedly shows
Juanita Hobson and a local newspaper re-
porter who had joined clown alley.



Personnel of two flying acts, with Barnum & Bailey
in 1915 are shonn above. The acts weret the Sie-
qrist-Silbon and Char' *3 Siagrist Troupe.

From l.t.r, arei To uackman, catcher, and Toby
Thomas, leapar, Chaj. Siagrist Troupe} Mrs. Ed
Silbon, catcher end Oscar Jordan, leaper, Siagrist
Silbon troupai Edythe Siegrist, catcher, Charles
Siagrist Troupei Chad Wertz, catcher; Marion Bord-
n«r, leaper} Eddie Silbon, leapar| Helen Bordner,
Isaperj George LeClaire, leaper; Emily Silbon, a
catcher end later became Mrs. Heddar} Enrico Diaz,
leaper* Siagrist-Silbon Troupei Florence Warren,
leeper and later Mrs. Harry Hill; Charles Siegrist
leaper, Chas. Siagrist Troupe) Clara Crow, leaparI
Toto Siegrist, catcher; Jimie Silbon, laapar, of
Siegriat-Silbon Troupe)

Eddie Silbon and Toto Siegrist managed the Sie-
griat-Silbon Troupe. Marion Bordner later became
tha wife of George S»ith, a manager of RB8B.
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OC. CENTER FILES ANSWERS TO CHARGES
A federel judge «ade the first ruling in the current Washing-

ton, DC "circus war" lete last month »hen he ordered Capital Centre
to include diecleimere in sll "Circus America" advertising, stating
it is not connected with the RB88 Circus. The order, says Judge
John L. Smith, Jr.* ie "in the public interest" so that people Mill
not be confused about what show they are attending.

Prior to the court order,
Capital Centre president Abe
Pollin had filed en affidavit,
notarized on Feb. 2nd, in answer
to e $7.5 Million suit filed by
Irvin Feld, preeident of RBBB.
Pollin etated he did not know
his advertising agency had taker
TV ti»e around the Ringling TV
Special, and he he learned ebout
it he ordered disclaimers plac-
ed in the advertiaeeiente eo it
would be clear there was no con-
nection between the two showe.
He also eeid diecleimere heve
been ordered for all advertis-
ing in publicetions that at one
tine had Mentioned RBBB would
be at th« Centre.

Pollin seid that at one
time RBBB had echeduled an ap-
pearance at the Centre, end it
wee only after it had been an-
nounced that a circua wee cor-
ing end negotietiona with RBBB
broke down that he felt it was
nsceesary to consider another
circue.

In en Eaatern publication
Pollin ie quoted as ssyingi

"In sarly Oeceeiber, 1973,
the Centre adviaed pereons thst
'to date we have been unable to

coordinate arrangemente with
that particular circus (RBBB),
but negotietlons are continuing.
If theee negotiations ere un-
successful, we anticipats makin;
arrangements with another major
circus for that aams time period

"Ae of late Sept. 1973,"
Pollin said, "it had become
cleer thst further negotietione
with Ringling Bros, would not
be productive and Capital Cen-
tre would heve to make other
arrangements."

Pollin agreed that he had
maele fevoreble offere to RBBB,
but differences came up in such
erees, as --

* The amount of compenee-
tion to Ringling in respect to
Cepital Centre's special seating
(sky suites, logea, portel boxes

* The amount of componea-
tion to Ringling for performen-
cee pre-empted by National Bes-
ketball Assoc. play-off games.

• The percentage alloca-
tions for gata receipts.

• The question as to the
handling of costs-between Capi-
tal Centre end Ringling - for

(Continued on Beck Pege)
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people
LYLE SCOTT attended tha

•eddinq of DICK CROSS at tha Hap
pytiett Circus in Clovardslo, Cal
on Tab. 16th.

GLYNOON SMITH and s-lfa (ho
is a Mgiclsn and sscapa artist)
visited with BOB EMRICO *hon the
Isttsr MS presenting his magic
sho« st Hydosville, Calif, on
Fab. 14th. Than on Fab. 21, THE
MAL-TIMS vieited hie show at
Sola*. Dragon.

FAYE ALEXANDER, trepaza ar
tist, was recently honored aa a
•Cireua Celebrity" by tha Ring*
ling Musausi of tha Cireua at
Sarasota. fie.

BERTHA and TINA, elephants
sra currently sharing tha bill
•ith singer/comedy star KAY SAL-
LARD st tha Muggat Caaino in
Nevada.

JAMES HARGROVE is report-
sdly promoting an eastern aheei
called "Sircus Circus". This
show faaturaa tha Stabbinga Fa*
•ily of performers.

A NEW ANIMAL PARK
Tha National Zoo in Waah-

ington, DC, plans to establish a
braading and raaaarch far* for
rare and endangered apaciaa of
•ildlifa. Tha first of tha ani-
•als that •!!! ba avvsxt into tha
facility, at Front Royal, We.,
•ill taka up raaidanoa thara in
April.

MA BY GILL
Past iaauaa of Cireua Ma-

port carriad atorlaa and ita*a
about Mary Gill, tha aorlaliat
•ho wee injured in a fall *hila
performing with Ringling-Barnus)
at Ottawa, Canada*

In our atory Mary's noada
and condition wara Mentioned
•ith this papar baing tha first
ona to raport the incident and
plaa for har assistance. Tha
following has baan received by
thia reporter, fro« Nssjsll Era-
he*, chaplain of R6BB.

"You should b* pleased ine>
daad with tha raaponsa aa a re-
sult of your publicity inaarta
regarding Mary Gill. Several par
sons have sent annoy and there
have baan cards, etc."

"Msry's condition remains
static. She Bill perhaps be "ow-
ed to California within a Month"

"Thars is littla we can do
but wait and pray. Again thanks
to you and Cireua Raport. for
Mhat you hava dona.*

• ••....II* L. Oupont

BOX 2912
SARASOTA FLA 33570

TEL S13 924 6763
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The SIDE SHOW
In preparation of its up*

cowing April 2-22 date in ttaah-
ington, DC, tha Rinql ing-Barnum
Circus has raportadly awarded a
contract to World Fair Fraaka,
•ho will product tha sicta ahow
for this spacial engagement. Tha
aids ahow, directed by ward Hall
and C. M. Chriet, wi l l be fee-
tured at the National Guard Ar-
•orr. along with the circus.

The present lin«-up of
personnel for the upcoming show
•ill includei

Milt Bobbins, office mgr.i
Dick Johnson, lecturer} C. M.
Christ, manegeri Herold Corners,
fat meni Jo Ann Rivera* fat girl
Frances Duggan, contortion! E«-
»«tt, armless Monderi Stella,
bearded ladyi Fred Lulling,fire
eater;.Leo> Sandra, sword swel-
loweri the Christophers, knife
throwing! Pete Terhune* Memie
and Cliff King, dwarfs, end an
unnamed giant.

.The Stadal Bros. Now United Shorn
played IMellsville, N. Y. on Mey
1, 1895. The ehoM, e *sgon out*
fit* wee ovned by the Stadel Bra
•ith A* J. Ferguson acting as
general egent.

Perfornere with the circus
George Rich, doge end poniee (he
•as alao aho« manager)! Leonard
4 Hart, bar act; May Stewart,
high school horseai Cddie Mer-
tini, elide on Hire, and C. F.
Bro«n, the bend leeder.

notes
Match for the upcoming

Legge commercials, which report-
edly will be feeturing circue
ecenee for their products.

UPI Telephoto carried e
picture of some young slephante
being trimmed for a performance
at a Wisconsin circus laat
month.

Johnson Diversified, Inc.,
e subsidiary of Johnson aiex, re-
cently purchaaed Eureka T»nt,
Inc.

Rumor haa it that King
Bros. Circue mill be treveling
on 11 trucks this •••son.

Carson A Semes Circue ie
going to neve e new epool truck
end eome new eeat wagone when
they atart their 1974 tour. The
ehow will alao feature e wild.
animal act, consisting of four
tigers and eight lions.

Circus Report ewkea good reeding
wherever you are - order today it
is just $10.00 for the full yeer.
Hritei Don Mercka, 525 Oak Street

El Cerrito, Calif. 94530
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3 SHOE'S FOR STROMC (Continued)
advance publicity campaign, us-
ing Uthoe, ate. fro* tha En-
quirer Printing Co*

After ••king da tee on tha
•••t coast* this unit -ill play
Bishop, Calif., May 19th, than
»tart» its crosscountry tour
•ith a ju«p into Flagataff, Aril
for s May 22nd opening.

Tha third unit, a tant show,
•ill open at Springfiald, tfa.,
(acroaa tha rivar fro* Maahing-
ton, DC) for a Mar. 18-23 stand.
Paraonnal on thia show mill in-
cluda Carl Tagga, fro* Chlcagoi
Don Phillip* 4 Co., Jugglara;
tha Hollywood alaphanta and io>-
car, tha clown. Savaral othar
top acta hava also baan slgnad
for tha tour.

Tha thraa shows will ba play
ing dates bookad by savaral ad*
vence*en and proatotera. Cana
Molloway has linsd-up an axten-
•iva tour in tha aid-mat araa
and Castarn states, plua a long
•ariaa of dataa in Canada. Bob
Trippa has bookad dataa in Iowa,
Nebraska and Illinois, while
Jaawa Hargrove haa bookad stands
in tha Southwest araa. Othar
dataa for tha yaar earn bookad
by John Strong and his personal
era* of advance people.

During tha wintar wontha Bob
Rawls has prspered tha »ho«'«
equipment for tha currant toure.
Tha tant ahowa no* hava a spool
unit in a aasii truck, tha atska
drivers hava baan improved, and

lea Talliaa
Mar. 12-17 Plttaburg, Penna.

Peter Pan Show
Mar. 12-17 Springfiald, Maas.

frank Sinatra Shew
Mar. 14-20 Laa "ages, Nevada

HISTORICAL MOTES

Tha Staata Broa. Circua of 1931
travalad on 12 trucks, using an
suto for advance work. They had
40 horsaa, plua several doge and
poniaa, and presented their shoa>
in ana ring and • stage. Tha
band ••• a 12 piece ladiaa group

tha new aid* enow banners wara
daslgnad and paintad by Bob*

Steve Bakar haa baan on tha
road working aa advance praas
agent, but la now back on tha
show, handling a varlaty of Job*
including acting as manager of
tha alda anew, (top is a 30 ft x
30 ft).

Dog and bird acta wara all
trainad by Dorothy "erbert, and
Char1la Frank haa worked eut nas
routine* for tha elephant.

•AS I aaa it now*" «eye John
Strong, " gaaollna isn't going
to be e problem. In fact once
you gat aa«y fro* tha congeeted
citiaa of tha **at thara aaa*a
to be plenty of gaa. So it looks
aa if wa ara going to hava a
really great sasson."
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SHOW DEATH
A raport fro« Marsss) indi-

cates that a woman circua par*
forewr ass claewd to death by a
polar baar laat awak. Tha inci-
dent ocourad during s rshaarsal
sssslon in tha Polish city of
Gdansk.

Tha raport atatad a baar
had attacked an aaalatant train-
er and then the other bears
joined in.

CEKTER AMSsOS CHARGES (Cont«dT
tha stsga hands and roustabouts
employed by Ringling,

Pollin aaid ha told Fald
that "he undaratood that Ring*
ling was interested in playing
in a larger and better facility
in tha O.C. area, and that if
ha »aa auceaaaful in building an
arana* ha would • el COM having
Ringling sppaar there" — and
that ha had "looked for-ard ta
negotiating an agraaswnt -ith
Rlngllng that both partias

onsider a 'fair deal'".

nteI affidavit disagreed
'isla that Pollin had
"Confuse tha public"
day-and-datlng RBBB or
na advartlaing.

•it
tit
thr
thr

\*

Pollin aaid that fraa Cir-
cus Awarioa*a firat praaa r»-
Isass tha Cantra had "andaavor-
ad to aa*a it plain that Circus
Africa *•• a production aolaly
of tha Capital Cantrs — 'its
o*n spectacular.'"


