America's Favorite Circus Weekly

Volume ?

June i1, 1973

Number 23

acts named :

Lest week the Circus Hall of Feme, at
Searasote, Fle., snnounced it had signed =
contract with beorge Hubler to produce
its annual summer circues season. Shows
will be presented on a dadkly besis from
June 5 to Sept. 3rd, under the direction
of George Hubler, while June Mills will
serve as smerial director.

Acts set for the Hall of Fame circus
include:

Adonis Duc = perch and acrobats
The Bale Sisters = squestrisns

Alf Landon -« producing clown

The Millet Sisters « seriasl ballet
George Wallace = musical director
Trevor Bale = treined animals
Mills & Memmel = tight wire

The Marconi Triec = comedy trapeze
Doug Mentor « comedy king

Royal Continental Lipizzan horses

evan’'s concert

All those who attended the recent
Merle Evens concart in Georgie agree that
it was e reslly greaat event. The big free
concert wes presented at the Clayton Cou-
nty Cellege on Sundey, May 13th. '

A special banquet was arrenged for
the evening of May 12th. Then following
the concert itself a picnic was scheduled
after which circus films from 1939, 1941
and 1943 were screened,

Visitors from Alabeama, ueorgia, Ohio
Indiena and Maryland were registered for
the two day program.

[[NOTICE!

Word has just been recaived that the
Clark & Welters Circus and Fisher Bros,
have merged to creste s new and bigger
Fisher Bros, Circus

Both shows were owned by the Silver
lake family. The surviving show is current=-
ly operating in Oklshoma,

Fair SHOW

This year, for the first time, the
Alameds County Fair, at Pleasanton, Cal.,
will be charging admission for 2 portion
of its stage shows. The move is obviously
an attempt to regain the cost of bringing
in some top name people.

The admission fee shows will feature
Bobby Vinton snd The Snyder Bros. on July
2~5; and Ken (Festus) Curtis, plus the
Margo Dancers and Lou Jacklich, accord=-
fonist on July 9«11, The prices of admis-
sion for these shows is $1,50 for adults
and $1.00 for children, with shows set
for 7 and 9 p.me

Other special shows, which will be
offered on a free basis, will feature:
The Bright Side, Mike Caldwell and The
Whealers (merimbas) on July 6-8; with the
Pierce Sisters, Ricky Dunn and Dwight
Moore's Mongrel Review on July 12-15.

Special attractions snnounced for the
Peir feature: Princess White Buffalo and
Allen's Petting Zoo on July 1«8, follow=-
ed by the Happytime Circus on July 9-15.
There will be ® horse pulling contest on
July 8th, with a Destruction Derby set
for July 15th, Prices of admission for
the Derby are: $2,00 for adults and $1.00
for children,
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Worker Badly H urt
By Circus Elephant

ausirr-Express Corresponden!

FORT ERIE, On.. — An
animal checker with a ecircus
was critically injured Monday
when he was crushed and lossed
by an elephant in a railroad
boxecar here.

The employe, Donald Harris,
24, of Terre Haute, Ind., was
taken to Douglas Memorial Hos-
pital in ecritical condition with
internal injuries and possible
factures of the ribs, arm+and
shoulder.

Attacks at Border

Niagara Regional Police said
the Ringling Brothers Barnum &
Bailey Circus had finished an
engagement in Kitchener, Ont.,

_John had been restless in recent

and was waiting at the border
for clearance to cross when the
clephant, John-John, attacked.

Authorities said Harris was in
the car with eight elephants lo
help with quarantine inspection
requirements, when the eight-
year-old bull elephant crushed
him aginst a wall of the circus
car and slung him over its back.
Alerts Others

Circus ollicials said that John-

weeks, and had given his
bandlers trouble.

Harris apparently was able to
alert others outside who helped
rescue him from the car. The
circus train continued on to
Boston, Mass.

e ——

YEARS AGO

The Ringling Bros. Circus of 1915 wes
featuring the following Side Show line-upi

Kaso, the Mmissing Link; Artie Ather-

ton, skeleton manj Capt. Frank wWalters,
the Blue Menj Miss Elizebeth Trucki end
Joe Liffin, Albinos; Miss La Verne, snake
womanj Capt, George Dowling, English
gient; Grace Gilbert, Bearded Ladyj Adm,
Thumb, midget; Millie Gabrielle, the half
girls Steve Wagner, tattooed boyj Ala=-
stair Mac Wilkie, long beard; strong manj
wire haired man end the Minstrels.

WANTED = CIRCUS LITHOGRAPHS for my coll=
sctions Truck and Reilroad Shows. Shows
most wanted: Mighty Haag, Collmar, Chris
ty Bros., Sparks, Sells<fFloto and Gent:y
Broe, Will pay premium price. R. C. Gore
332 west 23rd St., Jecksonville, Fla,

THE CIRCUS REPORT is published each week
by Don Marcks, 525 Oak St., El Cerrito,
Calif. - 94530

Subscription retes are: $1.00 per month;
$5.00 for eix months; $10.00 = year, Air
Mail service is $2,00 extra

Acts featured on the TV show "Reckin®
The Palace® on Saturday, June 2nd werei

Dwight Moore = Mongrel Review

Cethy Rigsby - acrobat

The Harpsmiths - harmonices

Miss Kari and Tika, the baby elephant

anadian tour

All reports indicate the Hubert
Castle Circus has had a successful tour
in Canada. Attendance has been above that

of last year, with advence sales describ-
ed as being "very good."

Tentative dates have been signed for
1974, thus assuring the show of another
Shrine sponsored tour. The circus, which
started its season at Grend Rapids, Mich.
on Jan, 22nd, will be back in the states
at the snd of the month. They'll continue
touring until late October.

The program as presented at Regina,
Sask, (May 7-10) featured:

Roger Smith = wild animals

The Young Duo = merisl cradle
Eduardo's crazy Continental car
The Ponce Bros. = perch pole

The Pablos = perch pole

The Zavattas = unsupported ladders
Clowns - atomic slim jimmer

Les Marx = clown juggler

Sylvie Trio = rola bola

The Cycling Wizards

Herman & Petunia - comedy riding
Miss Evita = single trapeze

Arturo = head balance on trapeze
Rudolfo Alles - tight wire

Bert Pettus - camels and llamas
Charmaine's Playmates (dogs and monkey
Mel Hall - monkeys

The Trio Angelo® = aeriel motorcycle
The Flying Lations «

Clowns = boxing number

Cardenal = equilbrist

Cristina = acrobatics

The Janmar elephants (Bert Pettus)
Kessle's bears

Clowns = the bath tub

Hernandez Troupe = teeterboard
Senchez Troupe = teeterboard
Bounding Plunketts « trampoline

Roger Zoppe Arabiasn riders
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show on tour

The new International Apollo Circus
opened its season at fast Brunswick, N.J.
on May 31-June 3, writes John Phillips,
They have & nice looking show and businest
was quite good. They played at Freehold,
NoJe on June 7=10.

The show hss & walk=thru red teriler
for its ticket office and entrance. It is
something like Kelly=Miller used to have,
and when the welkethru ramps are folded
up equipment can be loaded inside.

They don't heve a tent, but sidewall
it, with red and white striped canvas.
There are five seat wagons, each sbout 40
ft. long with a ssating capacity of 330
people. They aslso have a concession wagon
end two trucks, plus the performers'
equipment and trailers.

The show uses one ring and a stage,
plue & cat cage. Music was provided by an
organe.

The opening show featured:

The Closns = A Prelude

Overature -« Circus musical salute
Guy Gossing = tigers

Miss Rens = serisl megic

The Fentone - scrobats

Clowns = Magical moments

The Bonnets = trampoline

Vidbel's elesphants

== Intermission ==

Clowne = Balloonerama

Re janine Duo snd Aerial Delaneys
Clowns «~ laughs galore

Vidbel's liberty ponies
Songseyings - audience and cast
The Starlettes = artistry in motoien
Clowns = The walk=a=around

The Flying Armors -

Finale

CLOWNS

Clowns eurrently appearing with the
Hubert Castle Circus include:

Rex Young, producing clownj Jimmy
Armstrong, Lee Merx, Shelly Green, James
and Jeffrey Plunkett,

Lee Marx is also listed in the pro=
gram as doing a juggling number.

GEORGE HUBLER’S

INTERNATIONAL

CIRCUS

5275 DENISE DRIVE
DAYTON, OHIO 45429

WANTED!
Circus Bookings - Indoor & Tent

MIDWEST, EAST AND SOUTHEAST
With and without telephones

We will pey Top Dollar if you close the
contract or a very gemnerous amount for
any lead that we are able to sign.

CALL COLLECT

GEORGE HUBLER A/C S13«434-3744

—

A new book "The Domeliners" describes
the unique penthouses that were operated
on all of Americe's railroads. The trains,
their equipment, maps, routes, and time=
tables are presented in detail slong with
an appendix which lists every dome car
built in the U.S.

If you are a rail buff this is a book
you'll went to add to your collection,

To order the book send $11.95 (this is
a saving over the later price) to: Supere
for Publishing Co., Box 1710, Seattls,
Washington = 98111,
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Show fo"

Late last month the United Press car=
ried a feature story about The Nocks, who
are with the Ringling-Barnum Circus. It's
e family that works tegsther and looks
out for eech other, the story said.

The Nocks represent three generations
who are currently performing in the cir-
cus, with a heritege of eight generations
under the big top. They are from Switzere
land, where an uncle still operates a cir.
cus under the femily name.

The Pio Nock, Jr, family is traveling
with Ringling=Barnum and they appear in
six show numbers, His high wire ride on a
bicycle across a cage full of lions is
the feature act. In March he fell 19 ft,.
into the lion cage, but got out safely.
Howsver, he was hospitalized for several
weaks bacause of injuries suffered in the
fall,

The Nock family, in this country, ine
cludes: Pio Jr., and his wife Katy; a son
Tony; & daughter, Issbella, who is marr=
ied to Mario Cort. There are elso twe
children, Alexandrias Nock, deaughter of
Pio, Jr. who is 10 months old, and Sas-
cha, daughter of the Corts. She is 6 yrs,
old and already has sterted learning to
to walk the hioh wire.

/4 N A | -

4 cFl dedy

Members and guests of the Bette Leo-
nerd CFA Tent (Wichite, Kens.) will held
a dinner meeting in conjunction with the
George Matthews Circus this next weekend.
The group will be meeting at the home of
Mrs, GCeraldine Aikmen, 2 home that was
designed and built by the late famed
architect Freank Lloyd Wright.

Ronnie Beaudy, of Salina, will show
movies of the Milweukee Circus parade,
while Mrs, Aikman will show films of past
CFA get=to-gethers,

Also planned is a program of old-
time acts including the Juggling Barnerds
and Aden W. Lowry, who will present his
tambourine numbaer, Other special guests
will include Mickey Hansen, the Kansas
City clown; Bette Leonard and Harry Peeb~
les, an agent at Wichita.

Sawdust Trail....n L. oupent

Walter G. Heiet, Jr., editor of "The
Little Circus Wagon" publication of the
Circus Model Builder, reports the April-
May issue will be lste. It's going to be
a 40 page issue this time, he says,

Word received by this reporter has it
there is an outside possibility that the
Silverlskes, owners of Clerk & Walters
Circus and Fisher Bros. Circus, may com-
bine their shows due to advance agent
problems and help. Both shows have been
en joying good business.

Circus Williams is playing in Ohio,
and is looking for help se well as acts
for the ssason,

Farrow Amusements played s first in
Monroe, La., during the week of May 21«27
They were set up on the parking lot at
the Civic Center Arena and Complex and
en joyed good business, The city advertis-
ed it as the Spring Fair.

Dixiana Circus, in a report to this
writer, says that with all the flooding
and bed weather across the ares they had
planned to route the show, they feel luc-
ky they cancelled their scheduled opening
this spring.

Dorney Park, at Allentown, Pa. has
recovered from their recent fire and is
back in full opsration. In Mid=July they
will feature a Circus Week with exhibits
by many model builders and en July 1Sth,
the Reyal Ranch Wild West Circus will be
playing there,

Southern Sawdust, the circus pictor=-
ial published four times a year by L. W.
Poarch, has announced a price increase in
its subscription rates,

After attending =
World wWar II eir
show at Galveston,
Texes, Joe Varnado,
reports he saw the
Clerk & Walters Cir-
cus equipment at a nearby beach area, La-
ter, I caught the show, Joe adds. It wes
playing at Winne then.

They had a progrem at 6 and 8 p.m.,
end business was good at both shows, The
people on the show were all very nice end

(Continued on Page 6)
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Ali Ghan Shrine Circus
June 15«16 Cumberland, Md,
Allen's Petting Zoo
June 13=17 San Jose, Cal.
Beatty=Cole Circus
June 11 wWilliamsport,Pa
12 Scranton
13 Eeston
15 Peekskill, N.Y.
16 Norwalk, Conn,
17 Bayonne, NJ
Cerson & Barnes Circus
June 9 Valentine, Nebr
Hubert Castle Circus
June 12 wWwilliems LakeBC
13 Kemloops
14 Penticton
15«17 Vancouver
Circue Kirk
June 1
13
14
15

Berwyn, Pa,
Doylestown
Queker town
Nazareth
16 Windgap
17 wilson
Clyde Bros, Circus
June 11 Keerny, Nebr.
12-14 Hastings
15=16 Grand Island
17 Lexington
El Kalah Shrine Circus
June 15«16 Salt Lake City
Fisher Bros, Circus
June 11 Apache, Okla.
12 Anadarko
13 Carhegie
14 Sentimel
15 Sayre
. 16 Brick
George-Matthews Circus
June 14<-15 Jeplin, Mo.
Hamid-Morton Circus
June 15«16 Cumberland, Md
Heppytime Circus
June 13«17 Hanford, Cal.
Kays Continental Circus
June B8-12 Denvsr, Colo.
Knights of Columbus Circue
Juns 16=17 San Francisco
Poleack Bros, Circus
June 16 Odessa, Texas
Ringling's Blue Unit
June 15=17 Lubbock, Texas

King Bros, Circus
Jun 11 Elgin, Ill.
12 Berrington
13 Dak Lawn
14 Delavan, Wisc,
15 Freeport, Ill.
16 Dubuque, Iowa
Hoxie Bros, Circuse
Jun 11 Bloomington, Ill.
12 Danville
13 Indianapolis, Ind.
14 Anderson
15 Richmond
16 marion, Ohie
) Lewis Bros, Circus
June 11 Newman, Ill.
12 Atwood .
13 Shelbyville
14 Assumption
15 witt
16 Benld
Mmiller=Johnson Circus
Jun 10«12 Darisburg, Mich.
1316 Wayne County
17 Jackson
Royson Bros. Circus
June 12 Cestalia, N.C.
14 Red Oek
15 Rocky Mount
Rudy Brose Circus
thru Jun 17 Boston, Mass,
Sells & Gray Circus
June 11 Norristown, Pa,
12 Riverside, N.J.
13 Palmyra
14 Williemstown
15 Penns Growve
16 Rosenhoyn
Shrine Circus
June 22«23 San Angeleo, Tex
John Strong Circus
Jun 11 Tonopah, Neve
12-13 E14
14 Ceder City, Utah
15 orf
16 Flagstaff, Ariz,.
17 off
Voorheis Bros, Circus
June 16 Athens, Mich,
Wallece & Rogers Circus
June 14=15 Mt, Lake Terrace
Wash,
asen F.ms [ IR RN ]
Burke County Fair
June 14=16 Flexton, N, D.

Kings County Fair

June 13«17 Hanford, Calif.
Colusa County Fair

June 14-17 Colusa, Calif,
Mid=South Fair

June 14<24 Houston, Texas

ssnes CIHIIU!LS sssses

American Eagle Shows

June 14=17 Tekamah, Nebr,
Del & Travers Shows

June 1216 Staunton, Ve,
Don's Amusements

June 11=13 lﬂ.t.’ Ne. D,

14«16 Finlay

James8 H, Drew Shows

Juna 11«16 Grundy, W. Va,
Bob Hammond Shows

June 14-21 Wichita Falls,Tex.
Johnny's United Shews

June 11=16 Winchester, Yenn,
D. L« Ranning Shows

June 11=16 Cleysville, Pa.
Mid=South Shows

Juna 11«16 Dyersburg, Tenn.
Myers Amusement Corp.

June 11-16 McKenzie, Tenn,
Pleasureland Shows

June 11=16 Shalby, N.C.
Reithoffer Shows

June 14«17 Hyattsville, Md,
Rose City Rides

June 11«13 Owensville, Mo,

15=17 New Haven

Toby's Amusements

June 11=16 h"d‘. Mo.

eeses OTHER ROUTES ssneee

Allusionairs (Magic Show)

June 11 Concord, Celif,

12 Santa Rosa

Peggy Fleming Ice Show

June 12«16 GCarden State, N.J.
Small World (Disney)

thru Jun 24 Los Angeles, Cal,
Three Caballeros (Dismey)

June 13«17 Phoenix, Ariz.

19«24 Tucson

PATTER

Phone rooms will no longer be
permitted to operate in Beaver=-
ton, Oregon. The ennouncement
was made lest week by the City
Council,
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Amusement Parks: Some Not Wanted -

(AP’) — City fathers, their:

“There is an undeniable

ralfius, a spokesman for

The DeWayne Bros,

eves aglow with dollar | eash benefit to the county'] the Mar Corp, ox- ' TE
-1zns, generally jump with | gavernment, but the issye :i.ialntd. " o ! and Gatt{-Charles
e, But one Maryland ’

county said thanks, but no
thanks: We plain don’t
want a giant amusement
park here. The dollars can
n elsewhere.

The amusement park
boom, accelerating since
1971, brings a boost to the
ceonomy in most places,
along with higher taxes,
exnavgerated land  values
and massive traffic jams.
Fmployment bencfits go
mnstly to high school and
college students hired as
tour guides and ticket sell-
ors.

The general attitude of
cily government has been
that if the Incals don't like
it, they can up and move
tn a spot where nohody
wantls to raise Six Flags
over anything in particu-
lar and where Mickey
Mouse would not wish to,
live.

"arks have found happy’
homes near such cities as
Nashville, Cincinnati, At-
lanta, Los Angeles, Hous-
ton, St. Louis, Dallas and
Kissimmee, the nearest
town to Mickey's new
home in Florida,

But Howard County,
Murvland, between Wash-
ington, D.C., and Balti-
more, gave a firm thumbs
down to the Marriott
Corp., a jarge hotel chain
that plans to sink §120
million into the amuse-
ment-theme park indus-
trv.

T'he city of Pleasanton,
Calif, also said thumbs
down in 1969 o a Six
Flags amusement park
propused for the comimu-
mty. Opponents said that
even if the park was the
cleanest, nicest and best-
maintained ever, the hon-
Lv-tonk parasites that fol-
low the parks would scitle
in, o, Therefore, they
sand, they could do without
cither and turned down
the rezoning request, IU's
the quality of life, not the
almighty dollar, that mal-
ters, argued a citizenry
affluent enongh to afford
that Kind of arsument,

is: Do you want to put 4
price tag on the quality of
life in the county?":asked
Stephens Sachs, former
U.S. attorney for Mary-
land and one of the lead-
ing opponents of the
project. *‘Cash benefit
doesn't automatically

equal progress.”

Marriott, which an-
nounced its intentions of
moving into the industry
over a year ago, now has
three theme parks under
wiay, one in Santa Clara,
Calif,, one between Chica-
go and Milwaukee and
one, once again, outside of
Washington, This time it's
Prince William County,
Va. %

All three won rezoning
requests, the firm reports.

As approved, the three
parks will open in 1975, or
1976 at the latest. Two of
the plots — the ones in the
Chicago and Washington
areas — will each sprawl
aver 530 acres and the one
in Santa Clara will encom-
“pass, about 500 acres.

The biggest economic
boom for the new amuse-
ment parks came as the
magic name of Disney
moved to Florida. The
nearest town, Kissimmee,
doubled its population —
all the way up to 14,000 —
and its size. An acre once
suitable only for citrus
trees sold for $300, Now
that it has been demon-
straled that gas stations,
restanrants and molels
grow well and profitably
m that sail, it's worth
S0 an acre,

The Disney parks are
the only two that the in-
dustry labels as *‘destina-
tion" parks, the goal of
major family trips. The
other parks, now called
“theme’ parks to distin-
guish them from the old
Coney Island parks where
a mass of rides and hot
dog stands were tossed
together haphazardly,
draw 80 per cent of their
custommers from a 50-mile

Disney World, »
million investment 1t
opened Oct. 1, 1971, ereat-
ed 10,000 new jobs (i mid-
Florida, an exception tn
the general employment
pleture the parks eause,
Usually, there are & few
hundred permanent jobs
and the rest. about 1,000 to
1,500, are filled by high
school and college stu-
dents,

The npening of Disney
Wordd -in_Flarida alse put
the local Salvation Army
$19.000 into debt as drea-
mers with visions of a
Fantasia lined with gold
poured into the area with-
out a job offer in sight,
And it put anything but
magic into the lives of
penple Yike Mike Smith.

A retired gas station op-
erator, Smith picked a
nice quiet spot to live
some 13 years ago, the

town of Kissimmee. Then
Disney moved in next
door,

“It turned into a gold-
fish howl, the tourists own
main street,'”” Smith
griped, “It used to be a
real nice place to live.
Now stacks of buses start
whizzing by at 6:30 a.m.
You can't get out of your
driveway — there are
hundreds and hundreds of
cars. We don’t even go out
o eat anymore. It's not
worth trying.”” So Smith
moved,

“Taxes went to hell,”” he
added, noting that 10
years ago he paid $109 in
property taxes for his
small tract of retirement
land. Current taxes: $600,

The granddaddy of the
park- boom was the one,
and only Disneyland, a
park that put the Southern
California city of Anaheim
on the map and drastically
changed the rural setting
into which it moved back
in 1955, When Disney
bought in the early 50's,
the land cost $5.000 an
acre. That same acre will
cost $100.000 now,

Circus both played

at Yakima, Wesh, on May 29th,
Polack Bros, Circus will be

back at Sacramento
play at the State

Calif, to

air in Sept.

Recent dates for the Royal
Lipd#zzan Stallion Show included:
Omaha, Neb, May 20«21 and St,
Paul, Minn, June 1-3,

A Shrine Circus was held at
Jeckson, Miss, on Mey 28-29,

Circus Fans in Australia held
a convention at Albury, NSW on

April 20«22,

Lewis Bros, Circus has some
former Kelly-Miller show trucks.
All equipment is painted orange.

Broadway Bookfinders, 1966
Sroedway, NYC, has a book on cir=
cus freaks which sells for $6.55

Perry's Circus, in Austrelia,
has announced new reduced prices.
$1.00 for adults and 50¢ for the

children,

Soms 52 phones are being used
to sell tickets for the Dakland,
Calif, Police sponsored "Grand
Ole Opry" show which is coming to

the local Coliseum,

CLARK & WALTERS CIRCUS (Continued)
they told me that business thus

far has been good.

At Batson, Texas, they ran in=-
to a little problems when pickets
arrived to protest against the

circus' sponsor. But I never really

figured out what it was all about,

\\\ /k

,\ )

waak

THE CIRCUS REPORT is an

interesting paper no ma-
. tter where you are. Why
/ not subscribe today?

it's only $10.00 2 yesar
and you get a copy every

525 Oak Street, £l Cerrito, Calif.
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The Anaheim Cham
of . Commerce volunteer:
that Disney speeded the;
city’s growth by 20 years.s
In 1955, Anaheim had a
population of 30,000 and
covered about 44 square;
miles. Today, the popula-:
tion is over 184,000 and thei
ity covers 36 square,
miles, soon (o be up to 50°
siquare miles, Pre-Disney,’
there were three motels
and 87 rooms. Now there
are 144 motels and hotels,
and 7,000 rooms, In 1955,
there were 34 restaurants.
Now, take your pick from
$12;

Six Flags over Mid-
America, outside St.
l.ouis, opened in 1971 and
its first year was a good
one as three million tour-
ixts went through the gate.
Rnt most of them proba-
iy did not set out on long
trips specifically lo sce
six Flags. It was just a
stop along the way in a
vacation, or perhaps a
day's excursion. There-
fore, the number of new.
husinesses ars not there.:
Only two, .both restau-
rants, opened after the
park did.

" There was some land
speculation, according to
I.eon Kircher, nearby Fu-
reka's planning and zon-
ing hoard president.

“A lof of land is chang-
ing hands and plans are
heing made, but there's no
development,” he said.

Frank Antonio, a land
appraiser for St. Louis
County, said he wasn't
aware of any impact the
park may have made.

“I haven't seen anvone
breaking doors down to
huy land. The average
investor may go out there
and take options on land,
but there won't be any
sales until he is sure of
the park’s success,”” Anto-
no said,

On the other hand, a 73-
acre amusement park that
<traddles the North Carnli-
na-Somith Carelina state
line has sent land values

shvrocketing.
The project is called Ca-
rowinds  and  opened

March 31. Eventually, it
will represent a $250-mil-
lion investment.

The York County, S.C.,
tax assessor, Ike L. Oates,
said an acre cost between’
$350 and $400 before Ca-
rowinds came to call. Now
that acre goes for $3,000 to
$4.000.

Nashville's new amuse.
ment area, Opryland,
opened last Mav and its
promoters claim that it
caused people 1o look at
Nashville in a way other
than the “hillbilly capital
aof the world." So far,
though, there has been no
real evidence of the eco-
nomic impact, although
Holiday Inns said it would
put a giant facility five
minutes away, and camp-
grounds have heen pop-
ping up nearby.

Land values
drastically,
cause the land was re-
zoned from agricultural to
commercial. The old as-
sessment was $200 an cre.
At commerical rates, it's
$2.000 an acre,

The only negative reac-
tion came from area histo-

jumped

ry buffs and merchants:

near the Grand Ole Opry

House in downtown Nash-

ville. The merchants say
their profits will be hurt
significantly it it is torn

down and a new one built

at Opryland.

Besides not always help-
ing the area, not all of the
attractions can help them.
selves. Busch Gardens, an
$11-million, 40-acre park

which opened in 1971 in

Houston, was a disaster. IL
announced recently it was
shutting down most of its
operations due to high
costs and low attendance.
The owner, Anheuser-
Busch Ine., has similar,
but successful, operations
in Los Angeles and Tams-
pa, Fla. The brewery peo-

ple lost $4 million on the.

project in a recent fiscal
fquarter.
A Houston neighbor, As-

froworld, is faring much,

hetter. The $24-million, 54-
acre park across a free-
way from the Astrodome
opened in 1968,

largely be--

n non, -
side of Cincinnati, King's
Island opened a year ago
April and the two million
visitors it had anticipated
came. Motels and hotels
also felt the impact of the
park and a real estate
operator said the park has
spurred activity in food
and lodging industries, as
well as in residential prop-
erty in the area.

Six Flags over Texas
came to Arlington, Tex.,
in 1961, The population of
Arlington, 16 miles from
Dallas and Fort Worth,
has since doubled.

“We'd love to take cred-
it for every bit of it, hut
we can't,”” said a Six
¥lags spokesman. In the
intervening years the arera
saw a build-up of an in-
dustrial center, the devel-
opment of a giant airport,
the Dallas-Fort Worth Re-
gional Airport, and more
and more amusement in4
dustries, including The
Southwest Historical Wax
Museum, an inland ma-
rine speculator called Sev-
en Secas, and the newest of
the Lion Country Safaris.
The drawing boards in-
clude two inland surfing
parks, a Texas Sports Hall
of Fame and a multimil-
lion-dollar religious walk-
through called *“‘The
Way."

Another park whose eco-
nomic impacl seems neg-

ligible is Magic Mountain,
north of Los Angeles, The
park opened in May of
1971 and its first year was
a financial failure. No new
businesses jumped on that
bandwagon.

The existing businesses,

however, say they feel
Magie : Mountain has
brought in some addition-

al revenues, hut they don't
plan on revitalizing any-
thing. The park was sold
by Sea World, Inc., of San
Diego after its first year
and bought by Newhall
l.and and Farming, which
already owned most of the
surrounding land. It sunk
millions into improve-
ments and the second year
was a bit more successful,

Six Flags Over Georgia

ROSE ANN and JACK BATY of BBS8's
Red Unit are the parents of a son
(Jeffray) born last month,

JOHN HERRIOTT is bresking & six
horse liberty act for a date at
Sterylend USA (Leke George, N.Y.)

M. L. DUPDNT (Dodo, the Clown)
ha® been working dates in the

Monroe, La, erea.

TERRELL JACOBS, Jr. recently
completed a series of school shows
with his trained animals,

HMERB REED is director of marine
mammal treining st FMerine World in
Redwood City, Calif,

TOM UPTON joined ths clowns on
John Strong's Circus all lest week.

DAVID SLUSSER (Hi He, the Clown)
worked the Porterville, Celif, Fair
on Mey 18«19 and then went into

the ARmy,.

B0B EMRICO, clown and magician,
got a full page of photos in the
Medford Meil Tribune (Medford,Ore)

on Mar, 4, 1973,

PHIL and FRANCINE serislists, will
be working detes on the West Coest

in August,

HARRY and PEGGY BAKER, jugglers,
visited the John Strong Circue at
Menteca, Calif, on May 31,

LYLE F. SCOTT recently visited
the Rudy Bros. and John Streng Cire
cus when they played Santa Rosa,

Calif., last month,

DICK CROSS, organist, recently
bought himself a brand new truck.

CHET SLUSSER visited the Royal
Int*l Circue at Visalis,Calif on

opened near Atlanta in
1967 and since then the
population of the two near-
by communities, Austell
and Mableton, has grown
by about 2,000. Land that
was worlh $6,000 to $10,000
when the park was built is
up to $15,000 to $30,000 an
acre, but Incal realtors say

this is just general
growth,

May 23rde

PAUL VAN POOL
missed the Mil-
ler Johnson Cire=
cus when it was
in his area, He
has been visite
ing with MERLE
EVANS,
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winter plans

Some new shows are baing developed
for the upcoming Christmas season under
the direction of James Hargrove, well=-
known national promoter. The shows will
be playing sponsored dates in virtually
every part of the country, and will bring
new acts to the various arees,

Opening in Chicago, Ill. early im the
holiday season will be & unit headed by
Murrey Hill., This show will tour in the
eastern states. .

Covering the mid-west srea will be &
show @lled "Big John's International Ciz-
cus,” Opening dats for this unit has been
tentatively set for Dec, 15th at Kansas
City, with Chester Cable and the Wal-Tims
featured in the program.

On the west coast, a new show, as
yet un-named, will play a series of ine
door dates, This unit will be hesaded by
Ruth Strong and Betty Wendany, and is te
feature Bob Rawls and Steve Baker from
the King Bros. Circus,

’
é‘;uaaa[
The following AGVA meetings have
been announced for this month,

June 12 = Montreal, Ontarie
June 13 = Toronto

A Musical festival

Members of the Windjammers group got
together at Corydon, Ind. last month (May
25-26) for » series eof concerts and a
banquet. The concert was held under a big
tent on Ward Stauth's farm, while the ben
quet wes held at the Croydon Country Club

Among those who attended the duo pro=-
grem, from out-of-state, were: Bob Hills,
Charlie Bannett, Art Foster and Paul
Fitzpatrick. Also sttending and taking
pert in the activities was Dr. Dettman,
of Fort Meyers, Fla., who frequently
plays in the band on King Bros. and the
Eesatty=Cole show.

Most of the music played at the con-
cert consisted of numbers thet have not
been recorded. However, tapes were made
so this music, and that of the recent
Ferle Evans concert, could be added te
the library of the Wind jammers,

date change

The Ringling~Barnum Blue Unit cen-
celled its June 15-17 date at Lake
Charles, La. Several shows have already
played this srea and.it was felt-that L
business would not be~up to oxp!EE!tiona.‘—

The show thus switched over—its
proposed route and is now going to play
Lubbock, Texas on those dates,




