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Cnming - MOSCOW CIRCUS
After a successful seven city tour in Canada the Moscow Circus opens a two month U. S.

tour this week in Chicago. The show will feature some 12 acts never before seen in this country,
and is being presented here by Morris Chalfen and Tom Collins under the U.S.-l'.S.S.R. Cultural
Exchange Program.

Highlights of the upcoming tour inc lude the daredevil nding of Tamerlan Nugzarov and his
troupe of Cossack horsemen, the de l ight fu l comedy of the new master clown Yur i Kuklachev, and
the Rustam Kaseyev's bears in "Bear Lake", an unusua l version of a we l l -known Russian ballet.

During its U. S. tour, the first appear-
ance here in two years, the Moscow Circus wi l l
play in: Chicago, Cincinnat i , Providence, Phi la-
delphia, Hartford, Washington,DC and New
York City.

The tour starts Nov. 10th and runs thru
Jan. 2nd for a total of 46 show days.

GOOD DATE
Following a bitter cold snap, Indian Summer
arrived briefly to give Circus Vargas four days
of sunny days, mild nights and packed houses
here in the densely populated D.C. area. The
third Sunday show was a turnaway requiring

(Con t inued on Page 17)
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Send a Holiday Greeting to your
friends via Circus Report — Don't
forget the deadline for copy is
Dec. 1st. By the way a gift sub-
scription is a nice idea too.

FOR SALE
1976 CMC Truck - 8 cyl., Crew Cab, 1
ton, Has Dual Wheels, Automatic Trans.,
Air Conditioning, Power Steering, Power
Brakes, Radio, Has good hitch for pulling
any trailer.
In good running order. Has a beautiful
white film glass box on it. Long wheel base
Gold truck.

$6,800 Cash
Write or Phone: HELENE HARTZELL

404 So. Meadow Valley Dr.
Las Vegas, Nevada 89107

(Phone Nights Only: (702) 873-5093)

EMMETT KELLY, Sr., and GERRY KREML,
Public Relations Coordinator for the Ringling-
Barnum Circus, were guest speakers at the 34th
anniversary meeting of the Emmett Kelly CFA
Tent. At the same time Emmett Kelly was made
an "Honorary Citizen" of Hagerstown, Md.

'78 Plans
Circus Vargas will not tour Canada in 1978,
says Clifford E. Vargas, but will play a stateside
route only, involving many new towns never
before visited by America's Number One Show.
The Canadian dollar dipped again very recently
and continues to fluctuate wildly on the World
Market. In addition taxes levied against U. S.
shows and performers, the political instability
in Canada at the moment is beginning to make
visits to that country "uncomfortable".
Pressure was brought against Circus Vargas in
Quebec Province by a rival Canadian circus
which, though unsuccessful in impeding the
progress of the show, was a nuisance neverthe-
less. CV made money in Canada, the Man times
were especially profitable, but the overall tour
was short of expectations.

Circus Vargas is currently in the South and will
remain in that area until it is time to make its
annual trek across the U. S. for its California
tour in the spring.

Miscellaneous
Two babies were bom on Circus Vargas in Oc-
tober, one of them enroute between towns.

The former Ringling-Barnum winterquarters
site at Sarasota is now a huge apartment com-
plex.

NEW HOME - NEW T R A I N I N G BARN

- NEW P H O N E -

- NEW A D D R E S S

For the past 25 years, producers of 3 to 5 complete an imal acts
yearly, plus 25 or 30 acrobatic dogs - NOW TAKING ORDERS.

Rte. 5 - Box 59
M a n h a t t a n , Kansas 66502 Phone:(913)537-1450

Trainer of the World's Finest Somersault Dogs -
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B E A U T Y AND E X C I T E M E N T ON W H E E L S

The Rolling Diamonds

Phone: (813) 366-5336

Manager : John Han sen
3070 - 8th Street
Sarasota, Fla. - 33580



Clyde Beatty-Cole Bros.
Nov. 8-10 Altamonte Sprgs, Fla.

12-13 Deerfield Beach

Carson & Barnes Circus
Oct. 30 Harrison, Ark.

31 Benyville
Nov. 1 Bentonville

2 Eufaula, Okla.
3 Talihina
4 Mena, Ark.
5 Nashville
6 Hope

- End of Tour -

Hall & Christ Circus Unique
Nov. 11-20 Las Vegas, Nev.

King Bros. Circus
Nov. 9 Lakeland, Fla.

10 Cocoa
11-12 Orlando
13 DeLand

- End of Tour -

Moscow Circus
Nov. 10-13 Chicago, 111.

Ringling-Bamum - Blue Unit
Nov. 8-20 Cleveland, Ohio

Ringling-Barnum - FUd I,'nii
to Nov. 20 Chicago, 111.

Royal Lichtenstein Circus
Nov. 7 Rockhill, S. C.

8 Jacksonville, Fla.
9 Daytona Beach

10 DeLand
11 Tampa
12 Sarasota

Sells & Gray Circus
Nov. 7 Selma, Ark.

8 Troy
9 Fort Walton, Fla.

10 Marianna
£1 Blountstown
12 Cross City
13 Dunnellon

- End of Tour -

Shrine Circus
Nov. 12-13 Worcester, Mass.

Wonderland Circus Revue
Nov. 7 Pinewood, S.C.

8 Sumter
9 St. Matthews

10 Allendale
11 Ridgeland

OTHER ROUTES

Carnival Historical Society Convention
Nov. 12-13 Mt. Prospect, JU.

Ice Capades
Nov. 8-13 San Diego, Calif.

This Is Hawaii... On Ice
Nov. 9-13 Auckland, N. Z.

The American Bankers Convention was
held in Houston (Texas) at the Astro Hall,
Oct. 15-19, with almost continuous enter-
tainment.

Featured were Paul Dnscoll, magic and i l -
lusions, who was assisted by four lovely
girls. Paul i.s young, but does a profession-
al job and certainly knows how to keep
i h c a u d i e n c e e n t e r t a i n e d . He h o l d s t h e
1975 World Champion Young Magician
Award.

Showing for all five days of the conven-
tion was Frank Clauder w i t h several acts,
such as ventriloquist, Mr. Brown dog act.
Magic by Senor Clauder and Mr. Mysto,
the magic clown.

Some of the acts working the date were:
The Little People (Betty and Jack De
Holt) with juggling, unicycle and eccen-
tric dancing; the Texas Rangers battle
with the outlaws; Alabama Coushattas In-
dian dnacing; Astrologer John Quinn ,
Pinky Hull with his old time and unusual
entertainment - playing piano and singing.

THE CIRCUS REPORT Is published each week by
Don Marcks. 525 Oak St., El C«rrlto, Calif. 94530.
SUBSCRIPTION RATE: $12.00 a y«ar, $15.00 a
year for overseas via surface mail.
ADVERTISING RATES (per issue): Minimum ad
$5.00; Quarter Page $10.00; Half Page $15.00 and
Full Page $25.00 (No color work available).

Man
HIGH H * DAKLDI- \ II,

MORTON MERAZ 302 17th STREET SAN DIEGO. CALIFORNIA 92101 171412381375
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BILLY BARTON - •
A GOOD MANY PEOPLE will confirm I have the
"nose" to smell the "winners" (as well as the losers),
so here goes some predictions for the 1978 "Indoor
Circus Scene". Two MAJOR winners will emerge with
two shows which wilt be very successful, both starting
with a series of "spot dates" to see how things jell,
then go full-speed-ahead in 1979. One show will be
produced and promoted by ART BARRETT in the
"Western United States"; the other will be promoted
and produced by TOMMY BENTLEY and CHUCK
CLANCEY on a nationwide basis. Bentley/Clancy
walked away triumphant from their "first" date, the
Johnstown (Pa) Firemen's Circus, and Art will get his
feet wet by producing tin Shrine Circus at Springfield
(III.} on Nov. 11-13.
Other producers to make it big in '78 include SANDY
DOBRITCH who will re-activate the famed Dobritch
Int'l Circus title on a grander scale, which should see
inroads to surprise the Doubting Thomases; and
GRACE MaclNTOSH and CHUCK MARINE who will
add at least two new dates to a route which has lain
dormant. It is also possible to see a second unit emer-
ge from JIM N O R D M A R K in 1978.

ATLANTIC CITY'S PALACE HOTEL is wooing BOB
HOPE as its headline attraction - just one more con-
firmation that BIG THINGS are beginning to shape up
in Las Vegas East High wire artist DANIEL ACOS^
TA, 31, is making a slow, painful recovery at the Cen-
tinela Hospital in Southern California. His face was
broken in five places and speech is difficult for the
wire walker who fully intends to return to work when
he mends KARL WALLENDA fell during the film-
ing of the movie about his life and suffered a cracked
neck bone.

IN SICK BAY: FRANK TORRENCE, who is quite ill;
CONCHITA ERICKSON, also in bad shape (Dorothy
Yerkes has come from California to be with her mo-
ther). Out of the hospital and doing better are TOM-
MY SCOTT (who is recuperating slowly) and JOE
GEIGER WALLENDA who has improved.

SNAPSHOTS: KATHY ENGLISH closed with the
Martin & Downs Circus and is in Texas visiting her
boyfriend KLARINKA BERTINI MASCITTO is
at least 5 months' pregnant....IRIS KEPPO is brewing
up a flaming romance and may drop her plans to re-
turn to Nursing School. Sister ANITA has added a
dog to her night club act ROSEMARY MARINO
and BEVERLY HEIGHMAN visited the OBANDOS
recently, report baby Pamela, at only 7 months, is do-
ing great handstands!....BILLY and IVY GUNGA
will be with Hoxie's Big Top Circus in '78. Currently

with Great American, the pair sez that show shutters
on Oct. 15th MARY RUTH HERRIOTT, who was
with G-A, left due to her daughter, Weiner's, illness....
TONY SMAHA, Jr. and JEANNETTE RIX tied the
knot in late September, earlier than we all expected!
....DEL GRAHAM roasted a buffalo at the Minnesota
State Fair Hanneford Thrill Show and also passed
around Venison Salami Set for Garden Bros. Cir-
cus main tour in 1978 are the FORNARSARtES, the
ALBERTO ZOPPE FAMILY, The Great OSCAR, the
DROUGETTES and the VERDUES.

QUICKIES: STRUPPI HANNEFORO received count-
less sets of pajamas at her recent birthday party. Is
she being told she needs more sleep? Struppi goes to
Germany this winter to visit her family and NOBODY
has earned a vacation MORE than this gal!....Cartoon-
ist RAY DIRGO spent a day visiting yrs. truly on Roy-
al Hanneford and is designing a new logo for next sea-
son's column...TINY PHILLIPS journeyed to the Ha-
gerstown (Md) Emmett Kelly CFA function when
EMMETT KELLY, Sr. was guest speaker....ETHEL'S
GREYHOUNDS joins Royal Hanneford for some
dates in December GOLDAand ROBERT ME-
LUZZI, Jr. have returned from Bolivia where they
were working with the MELUZZI CIRCUS TINO,
RICKY, DELILAH, TERRY, ANDY, KARL WAL-
LENDA, DAVID and RIETTA all have parts in the
Wallenda movie now being filmed in Sarasota....JAC-
KIE and MORGAN ASHTON appeared for the sum-
mer at Great Adventure in New Jersey.

EVA MAE LEWIS, TORCHY TOWNSEND and the
NICCOLINIS cut up jackpots with ETHEL JENNIER
during the Beatty Kokomo find) date. Ethel and Wal-
ter once owned a house in the area (across the street
from PAUL KELLY), and waxed nostalgic with her
old cronies....That new drummer with STU MILLER
on MagicTime USA is HOWARD BRADY....Sir VIC-
TOR JULIAN, INGE and ANGELO BISBINI and
LOS LATINOS joined Royal Hanneford at Knoxville
(renn)....The Hanneford tour is extended to Dec. 15th.

WALTER JENNIER, Jr. is getting a large van truck
ready for his mother's spot-date tour in 1978. The
truck will house the greyhounds and props, also a
"dressing room" for the ageless star....Living in Lar-
edo, Texas, are RAYMOND ESCORTIA, 80, retired
bandmaster; musician DON ANDERSON, KILOWATT
FIZTPATRICKand DON PERKINS who was press
agent for Beatty-Cole. CHARLIE BAUMANN and
JIMMY JAMES are now doing the "Tiger Chase" fol-
lowing DAVE HOOVER's cat act on B-C., which ac-
cording to reports is getting a good laugh.

(Continued on Next Page)
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Circus Organist
With Own Equipment

A V A I L A B L E T H R U J A N . 1 9 7 8

Contact: RAY HARTZELL
404 So. Meadow Valley Dr.
Las Vegas, Nevada 89107

YEARS
Sells-Floto Circus
July 30, 1932 - Springfield, Mass.
The Sells Floto Circus arrived here this morn-
ing from Worcester, coming on one train of 30
cars (1 advance car, 8 sleepers, 7 horse cars, 14
flat cars and 55 wagons). The color scheme is:
cars yellow, wagons red and yellow, ticket wa-
gon, white and cookhouse, green.

Their tents are: 4 pole big top; 6 pole menag-
erie; 4 pole side show; 6 pole dressing room; 8
pole horse tents; 7 pole cookhouse; 2 pole kit-
chen tent; barber shop; five small tents; and
three candy stands.

The menagerie has 13 cages • polar bears, brown
bears, seals, monkeys, lions (3), tigers (6), ele-
phants (11), camels (11) and ponies (13). They
also have 50 head of ring stock which are in the
dressing tent.

In the side show are band and minstrels, untam-
able lion, snakes, half girl, giant, fat girl, punch,
sword swallower, Oriental, tattooed, escape, fire
eater and mentalist. The top has ten banners,
and an entrance banner, bally platform and two
ticket stands.

Wagons include: grand stand chairs, grand stand
planks, ticket wagon, three electric light plants,
13 cages, big top poles, two stinger wagons, a
jack wagon, reserved seats, seat planks, ring
curbs, cannon, steam table wagon, three cook-
house wagons, stake driver, horse tents, stake &
chain, privileges, two tractors, menagerie, dogs,

O P E N I N G FOR PROMOTER who likes
steady work in Medium Size Towns. Must
have references.

STAN KRAMIEN and Associates
(206) 256-6178

Buy yourself and your circus-minded friends
a gift you'll really enjoy - color photos of
your favorite circuses and performers. Over
2000 available!
For Details, Write to:

CUSTOM COLOR CIRCUS PHOTOS
1509 South Clinton Avenue

Berwyn, Illinois 60402

BILLY BARTON (Continued)

Some days it doesn't pay to get out of bed, as Magi-
cian SENOR RAI discovered during a matinee on
Royal Hanneford, when, first... the zipper in hii
jumpsuit broke, then a dove flew away, after which
that particular bird illusion fell apart, and finally, dur-
ing the big wind-up of his act, a leg fell off the doll
house! One girl supported the proprwith ker knee,
while the other girl climbed out! As Rai would say:
"Clarissel Fix the martinis and don't spare the gin!"

See you down the road, luvs....

Buffalo front, two canvas wagons, picture front,
two tanks and an auto.

The circus played on the Hampden Park ground
and both afternoon and night show had good
crowds. The horse tents and cookhouse were
taken down as soon as supper was over with.
The side show and menagerie were taken down
as soon as the night show started. Everything
was dow and off the lot early and on the trains
shortly afterwards when they headed for Provi-
dence, R. I.

FOR SALE
RINGLING CIRCUS PROGRAMS

1957 - $ 4.00 each - Post Paid
1968 - $ 2.75 each - Post Paid
1972 - $ 2.50 each - ft>st Paid
1973 - $ 2.50 each - Post Paid

Send Check or Money Order to:

COLLECTABLES
P. O. Box 1154 Venice, Fla. 33595
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ONE OF THE MOST SUSPENSEFUL MOMENTS IN SHOW BUSINESS TODAY

THE HUMAN TARGET

THE MAN WHO CATCHES A BULLET IN HIS TEETH!

Presenting the Feat That Has Killed 17 Men
A Consistent

F R O N T P A G E A T T R A C T I O N

for the past two years

SOME OPEN TIME IN D E C E M B E R
Also Book ing Dates for 1978

Contact: AVATAR PRODUCTIONS
5016 -20th Avenue South
Tnmpa, Florida- 33619

Phone: (813)
247 5869
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JACK KING
C U R R E N T L Y L E A D E R ON M A G I C TIME U.S.A.

•
C o n d u c t d r , Organ, Piano, Ar ranger , Singer and Announcer

Phone: (618)797-0518
Messages Only

Permanent Address:
Box 44 Mitchell Branch
Granite City, 111. 62040

Member of American Federation of Musicians

Show Features
The program presented by the Sam T. Polack
Circus at Camp LeJeune, N. C., on Oct. 15-16
included: Lilti Ana, leopards; Miss Lydia, single
trapeze; Clowns; Karl's Poodles; Clowns; Miss
Margarita, hair hang; the Davis Duo, trampoline;
the Burkett Duo, aerial perch; Miguel, tightwire;
The Caroline Sisters; Clowns; Kim Kristensen,
horse; Hap Davis and his Comedy Car; Clowns
in 'A Wedding'; Roman Schmitt's elephant and
rhino; Espana Flyers.

The show was produced by Sam T. Polack, with
Al Dawley serving as Ringmaster/Announcer.
Boom Boom Browning was the band leader,
Ron Kelroy was prop boss and John McKay was
producing clown.

The program at Charleston, W. Va., presented
by the Sam T. Polack Circus, for Oct. 21-23 in-
cluded: The Caroline Sisters, contortion; Pat
Anthony, wild animals; the Burkett Duo, aerial

Party Date
The annual Birthday Celebration Party of the
Paul Eagle's Circus Luncheon Club has been set
for 12 noon on Monday, Nov. 14th. The party
will be held as usual at Philippe's Restaurant,
1001 North Alameda St., Los Angeles, Calif.

This year the party has been delayed to enable
members who are usually on the road to attend
the event. Refreshments, a birthday cake and
door prizes are planned.

perch; Tony Smaha,; Miguel, tightwire; Clowns;
Karl's Poodles', Clowns; Roman Schmitt and his
elephant and rhino; Margarita, hair hang; the
Obandos, high wire; Miss Lydia, single trapeze;
the Carlos Duo, perch; Erna's chimps; Clowns;
the Elkins Sisters, dogs/aero; Clowns; George's
Comedy Car; the Smaha horses and the Flying
Espanas.

flnimol Costumes
Everything from Gorilla Suits, Clown Shoes

to Miniature Cars.

.-Sr--
^S T^y%^;

Wi£* k *JTSJMter A^^.7)

Philip Morris

COSTUMES

wjr 3106 Monroe Road
Charlotte, North Carolina 28205

SEND $2.00 FOR A COMPLETE CATALOG.
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ONY FOSSE
FEATURING ******

CHRISTINA'S FOUR
CHIMPANZEE'S

KILLER WILARD
THE BOXING-KARATE

KANGAROO

CIRCUSES - SPORT SHOWS - CLUB DATES

Please check the route below for open time

January 7 thru 15 - Pontiac, Mich.

February 1 thru 5 - Louisville, Kentucky

February 15 thru 19 - Rochester, N. Y.
February 23 thru 26 - Pittsburgh, Penna.

March 6 thru 12 - Dallas, Texas

March 30 thru April 8 - Columbus, Ohio

April 14 thru 16 - Duluth, Minn.

April 20 thru 21 - Sioux Falls, S. D.
April 24 thru 26 - Jankton, S. D.

April 28 thru 29 - Little Rock, Ark.

May 6 thru 18 - Winnipeg, Man.

May 19 thru Oct. 2
- Circus Gatini in Canada - 20 weeks

January 1979 thru November - Hubert Castle Circus

IRENE TONGO A CO

PERMANENT ADDRESS: 637 CONRAD AVE., SARASOTA. FLA. 33577 TEL.: (813) 959-5485
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CUSTOM BUILT

M O B I L E E Q U I P M E N T

CONCESSION T R A I L E R S

OFFICE T R A I L E R S

L I V I N G FACILITIES

BUILT TO Y O U R SPECIFICATIONS AND D E S I G N

LYNWOOD MFG. CO,
C. A . M a t s u m u t o

Phone:
(213) 537-1794

2986 Century Blvd.
Lynwood, Calif. - 90026
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'AIT FOR THE BIG
Ernest Hemingway
called it "First rate!"
... the Chicago
Tribune said
it "makes the
blood run cold
and the attention
run hot".

It's Slim Lewis's
world-famous
ELEPHANT
TRAMP,
completely
updated and now
illustrated...
it's The Big One!

I LOVED ROGUES
By George Lewis, with Byron Fish

Elephants—m zoos and circuses, as person-
alities, friends and enemies over 20-plus
years, are the subject of this book by one of
the greatest elephant trainers of em all
George ("Slim ') Lewis wrote of his lifetime of
harrowing and heartwarming experiences in
Elephant Tramp, published in 1955 to world-
wide acclaim and collectors-item status
Now. Slim and collaborator Byron Fish bring

you a completely updated version, with
changes in the world of big tops, sequels on
the capricious Ziggy, what happened at the
Portland Zoo, and when Slim trusted one
'rogue' too many Plus. 210 photos of hand-
lers, showmen, circus folk and elephants A
book as big as its subject! 192 pages, big
8%" x 10V page size List price. $1495
Order now at pre-pub price of $12 95

READY SPRING '78-ORDER NOW AND SAVE $2.00!
Don't miss these... supply limited! ,
A TICKET TO THE CIRCUS by C P Chappy
Fox Pictorial treasury on the Ring I ing Bros
Circus, from humble beginnings to worldwide
glory Deluxe, autographed edition $1795
PICTORIAL H ISTORY OF PERFORMING
HORSES, by C P Fox 300 photos fascinating
(acts on performing horses from ancient days to
modem circuses and rodeos Deluxe auto-
graphed limited edition $17 95

See coupon tor combination discount!

Publishing
Company

P.O. Box 1710, Seattle, WA 98111

Superior Publishing Co Bo* 1710 Seaitle WA98111
._ copies I Loved Rogues al pre-pub

price of $12 95 (l ist price $14 951
Send copies Tickel lo the Circus al $1 7 95

copies Performing Horses at Si 1 95
I ve ordered 135 worth and deducied ft1*- $50

worth and deducied tO".. $100 worth and deducted
151,. Check enclosed discounts deducted Bill
me (Washington residents add 5 4% lax I
Name . —
Streel . —_

City- state - Zip.
Vou need send no money we /' t><» you Of sent/check
lor postpaid shipment Satisfaction quaranteefl'
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FELIX ADLER TENT
Members of the Felix Adler Tent, CFA, held
their Fall Banquet on Oct. 16th, in Cl i f ton , N.
J., w i t h over 50 circus fans and f r i ends a t tend-
ing. Representation from the Boh Dover Tent,

the John Herriot Tent:and
the Felix Morales Tent al-
so were at the meeting.

John Bellas, re t i r ing tent
president, introduced Allen Duf f i e ld , Nat ional
Secretary/Treasurer who nave a short report on
the w o r k i n g s of his office. New officers named

[for the coming year were: President, Maxine
'House, Vice President, Irma Lime and Secretary
and Treasurer, Frank Mara.

Guest speaker of the evening was Frances Hrunn
one of the world 's greatest jugglers, who, for
many years was w i t h K ing l ing -Harnum. He has
toured Europe extens ively and currently is play-
ing t-lub dates. In addi t ion to a br ief talk and
answering questions about jugglers he presented
two fi lms; the first in color, was of his perfor-
mance on a show in Paris. The second, was of
his performance as a guest on a Jack Benny TV
show, where he appeared wi th Coorge Burns
and Ann-Margaret

John Tiny Phillips

Show Acta
Ai s appearing at the Orangeburg, S.C., Fair
I? month were: Hob Trent, MC and ventrilo-
,aist; Miss Carmen, t i gh t wire , Hunky John-

son's bears; Carmen de Molino, b a l a n c i n g t r ap -
e/e; Angela W i l l n o w and her Collie dogs; and
Florine (Her at the organ.
The show was produced by Oler Enterprises of
Sarasota and booked by Howard Sehuftl o
Chicago.

AVAILABLE

FOR C H R I S T M A S DATES

AND THE 1978 SEASON

Chimp Act (3 Chimps)

Dressage Horse
(featuring the Hind Leg Walk)

SHARON V I D B E L
R. R. No. 1 - Box 152

Windham, New York • 1 2 4 9 6

Phone: (518) 734-4137 or .
( 5 1 4 ) 625-2934

The (U'TIS FAMILY followed their fair season
with dates for EDDIE ZACCHINI, BILL GAR-
I)KN and BOB SNOWDEN . The show family
also has a s t r ing of Christmas dates set.
JIM SWAFFORI) visited the Kaye Continental
Circus at Pomona, Calif., and reports it was a
top no tch show.
JIM N O R D M A K K , who fields the Inl ' l All Star
Circus has put out a second u n i t , a magic show,
which closed in Frederick, Md. on Oct. 1 .r> and
reopened for the f a l l - w i n t e r t o u r at Roanoke,
Va. on Oct . 26th.

INTERNATIONAL ANIMAL TRAINER
Col- 13. T.

R O Y A L C O N T I N E N T A L P E R F O R M I N G S T A L L I O N S

• Liberty -• Long Rein -• High School -

NOW TRAINING FOR R.B.B.B. NEW CIRCUS WORLD

P. O. Box 2006 H A I N E S C I T Y , FLA. 33844 - Phone : (813) 424-2421



T
he C

ircus R
eport

Page 13



Dazzles Everyone
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\Cflft THE BARTON JENNIER
\J C E N T E R R I N G A T T R A C T I O N S

PLUS: Sword Balance Act - Boss Property Mm who can "cut it."
And On* Rigger

A Package of Talent Whose
"Names" Say It All

C o n t a c t : B I L L Y B A R TO N , Manager
R. D. 1 - Shinham Road, Greencastle, Pa. 17225

Office Phone: (717) 597 -7712 from 9 a.m. until 6 p.m. - 7 days

- N O N I G H T C A L L S P L E A S E -
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A Tribute
Having spent nine days and nights with Circus
Vargas at two locations, and having observed
this operation from set-up to tear down (with a
move between), plus having sat in on several
high-level conferences, plus having been given
total freedom to roam at will from front door
to back (a rarity on this show), only one hon-
est conclusion can be drawn: Nothing on tour
in the USA rivals this incredible tent show phe-
nomenon. Circus Vargas stands alone, head and
shoulders above every big top enterprise in the
land and is, in many ways, the most successful
and most impressive of all American circuses.
Cliff Vargas has been accused by veteran show-
men of doing every thing contrary to normal
operating procedures. That is not true. Basic
principles employed by the great Big Top shows
of the past are very much in evidence here,
more so in fact than are they on other shows.
The iron-clad "rules" in this business which can-
not be ignored in any decade, which are im- ,
mune to change, are followed intelligently by
Mr. Vargas and his staff and, more important-
ly, put into daily practice.
Knowing what to do is one thing, doing it is
another. Circus Vargas does both.
Mr. Vargas has, however, combined the old with
the new and the innovative. That which seems

"contrary" to some, is merely his unique way
of doing what he does, his way, and doing it
well. The results, after all, speak for themselves.
Only Circus Vargas can play town after town,
50 weeks a year, stone cold, with no phone
promotions or sponsorship, and only a mere
handful of sell-outs, and can rack up such con-
sistently high grosses. Others have tried, are
trying, and will continue to try, each "copying"
a show that has been said to be doing every*
thing "wrong" or "backwards". Ironic isn't it
that while others fail to emulate Circus Vargas
(meanwhile knocking it), Circus Vargas contin-
ues to enjoy increased prosperity and continues
to improve its equipment, its performance val-
ues, and has grown to be, unquestionably, not
only the largest tent circus in the U.S.A., but
the most important.
Instead of knocking Clifford E. Vargas, it's
about time our industry acknowledges and
honors a man who has done more in five years
to upgrade the American Circus Image than
other showmen have done in fifty.
Only one tent show within recent memory has
provided such thrill of sight and sound and that
was Ringling under canvas. Circus Vargas is the
closest parallel any of us are likely to see in our
lifetime.

Billy Barton

NO

Circus Repor t i s y o u r best buy
for show news, routes and other
interest ing i n f o r m a t i o n .
W r i t e : 525 Oak Street

El Cerrito, Cal i f . 94530
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Acts Set
Agent Rose Adair booked the following acts in-
to the Emmett Kelly, Jr., Circus date at West
Lebanon, Pa., on Oct. 29th: The Cyclonians,
Aerialetta II; Cimse's Russian Wolfhounds and
Poms; Jo Ann and Sunny, the seal; the Kniesley
Duo, cradle and Charlie Van Buskirk, ringmas-
ter/announcer.

The veteran agent also booked Jo Ann and Sun-
ny on the Wonderama TV show in New York
City on Oct. 27th and she has juggler Michael
Cherrick set at the Chateau Cham plain in Mon-
treal for a long run.

Fair Acts
Acts featured at the Topsfleld (Mass) Fair for
Oct. 1-10 were: The Gutis Family; Charlie Van
Buskirk; the Serendipity Singers; Anacani and
Chris Zarba Trio from the Lawrence Welk Show;
Alex Houston and Klmer, vent; the Conti Family
Bobby Burgess and Cissy King (also of the Welk
show); the Cyclonians; the Sunshine Express,
vocal group; Charlie 's Acromaniacs and the
Amazing Fantasy .luggleis.

GOOD DATE (Continued)

police control.

Circus Vargas was set-up on a tight lot adjacent
to the Prince George's Plaza. The lot was strewn
with small rocks and was on a slant, as a result
the old orange top was used. The nearly 90 un-
its traveling with the circus were jammed jigsaw
fashion on the edge of the shopping center
around the lot. The front end was squeezed in
forcing long lines of people to spill into the car
lanes of the center, blocking traffic on Satur-
day and Sunday.

Clifford Vargas took delivery on a new Diesel
tractor here. Many visitors were on the lot, in-
cluding Washington lawyer Frank Ball, who is
spearheading the D.C. group who arc raising a
CFA tent for Mr. Vargas; Billy and Bonnie Karl;
Mary Wise; Billy Barton; Bobby Davis, Jr.; Rich-
ard Plume, Vashek and Kathy; Aerialetta; Mr.
and Mrs. (Anita Conley) Vonderheid, plus a
number of circus fans.

Clown Soup
With

MESHA T. CLOWN and WHEAT STRAW

The finest Whi te Clown and Auguste Team

with trained Chicken and Dogs.

FOR CHRISTMAS DATKS AND 197H TOTR

Contact: CLOWN SOUP
818-A York Street
San Francisco, Ca. 94110

Phone: (415) 648-0277
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EVEL KNIEVEL will soon appear in an episode
of TV's "Bionic Woman" in which he and the
star LINDSAY WAGNER jump a 50 ft. wide
river on a motorcycle.

GUNTHER GEBEL WILLIAMS was the sub-
ject of a feature article recently released nation-
wide by Associated Press.

JOHN SCOTT, of Charlo, Mont., owns a Scot-
tish Highland steer which pulls an oldtime wa-
gon. The steer is almost 6 ft. tall and has a huge
span of horns and weighs one ton.

LOU JACOBS, Dean of the American Circus
Clowns, was featured in the Oct. 23,1977 is-
sue of Grit magazine, including a color photo.

LLOYD BRIDGES is playing the part of KARL
WALLENDA in the film now being made on
the high wire star's life.

The CANNESTRELLI FAMILY is busy pre-
paring to reopen their restaurant in Sarasota.
The new restaurant will open on Nov. 15th and
MAMA CANNESTRELLI will be in charge of
the kitchen.

MARTHA JOYCE slipped, fell and broke her
hip the night before her husband's funeral in
Sarasota. She is confined to Memorial Hospital
in that city.

LEON ADAMS, trick rider, will be featured in

FOR SALE
PROPS - COSTUMES - MUSIC

For B I R D (Dove) ACT

Size 8 - 10 Costumes - M a n y
dresses i n c l u d i n g F u l l C i n d e r e l l a
type gown. Crowns - Hats -
Gloves.

also

Wireless Mike - Good Condition

BOBBY B E R O S I N I
P. O. Box 16523

Temple Terrace P. O.
Tampa, Florida • 33687
Phone: (813)985-1022

PLAN TO BE IN BERKELEY, CALIF.,

THIS FALL??

Don't miss David Lewis Hammarstrom's
hilarious new comedy

MIDNIGHT TOOTHPASTE
Opening November 17

at Epic West, 2640 College Avenue

the Grand Nationals at San Francisco through
Nov. 6th, with his trained Brahma bulls.

BOB and OLIVE NELSON, former circus per-
formers, were presented with the "Persons of
the Year" award at the Troupers Get-together,
held at Milwaukee (Wise) on Oct. 22nd.

EDWIN PAPE reports he will be attending the
Circus Festival in Monte Cario on Dec. 7-12 and
will be staying at Loews Monte Cario Hotel. He
would like to have CFA's or CMB's attending
the event to contact him at the hotel.

JIM CONLEY closed the season on Sept. 18th
with Martin & Downs Circus in Canada and an-
nounced he was retiring after 62 years in show
business. "I'm quiting while I'm still in good
health and able to hold almost any job on a
show (was announcer on Martin & Downs). I
feel I'll enjoy being a Circus Fan and visiting
wi th show folks who come into Ohio," says
Jim.
BILLY BARTON spent nine days with Circus
Vargas and much of that time was spent in bus-
iness conferences with CLIFFORD VARGAS.

WANTED
DUE TO ENLARGEMENT OF SHOW

Animal Men
Horse Grooms -

Lead Stock
General Help In All Departments

Handyman (Combined welder/carpenter)

All Positions Require Diesel Truck Drivers

Contact: BOB ZANOTTI
CIRCUS VARGAS
(415) 348-8456
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thank you
MEARLE and AUDREY JOHNSON

North American Productions

F O R A W O N D E R F U L S E A S O N

L O O K I N G F O R W A R D T O T H E C H R I S T M A S D A T E S

AND THE 1978 SEASON

Prof . (Stu) and Sara Mil ler

M A G I C T I M E U . S . A .



Page 20 November?, 1977

Review
"Circus World" at Haines City, Fla.
Sunday, Oct. 23, 1977
by Larry Kent

Ringling Bros.' "Circus World" has finally, in
my opinion, arrived as a major Florida tourist
attraction. We visited there on Oct. 23rd and
were thrilled to see and enjoy the recent addi-
tions and changes that have been made.

First, the large-scale presentation formerly call-
ed "The Day The Circus Comes to Town" has
been slimmed-down, up-dated with new circus
acts and is a fast-paced 90 minutes. The former
"Broadway Musical" beginning has been elimin-
ated, which was badly needed. The show starts
right off with Jewell New's outstanding lion act
featuring a dozen of the well-trained animals.
After that things happen quickly.

Buckles Woodcock's elephants are well-trained
and part of the act includes his young daughter
riding a performing punk.

The band is terrific! From our seats it appeared
to be 8 or 10 pieces ... mostly brass....and they
swung! Authentic circus music was featured
and we heard such great numbers as "Barnum
& Bailey's Favorite", "Royal Decree", "Stop
It", "Olympia Hippodrome", "The Big Cage"
? d others.

Col. Trevor Bale had a good turn with some
beautiful liberty horses and six lovely young
ladies took their turns on the webs. Clown acts
are well-costumed and feature some good sight
gags. The auditorium is air-conditioned, well-
lighted and seating is comfortable with a good

WANTED
SIDE SHOW ODDITY PHOTOS

- Human or Animal -

FOR SALE
Surplus Items From My Collection

Send large SASE for new list

ROBERT SCHIPPERS
1519 • 1st Street, North
Newton, Iowa - 50208

view from almost everywhere.

Outside in the park, an enlarged area now fea-
tures four Ringling Bros, railroad cars. One
showcases a clown workshop, some wardrobe
and oldtime photos. Another has the First Aid
office and, dispensary. A third is a theatre, show-
ing a 10 minute pictorial film on the evolution
of the circus. A fourth car is devoted to Gar-
gantua, with photos, memorabilia and the stuff-
ed remains of his so-called son, Gargantua II.

Several old Ringling rail cage wagons are spot-
ted in a playground area, open at the end so
that kids can crawl inside and have an "animal's
eye view".

An excellent, oldtime Carousel is mounted in
the middle, with elephant kraal, a petting zoo,
giraffe and camel pens all on one side.

High spot of the visit is a towering roller-coast-
er type ride similar to the corkscrew. It was
busy all afternoon despite rainy skies.

Nearby, a grandstand faces an outdoor circus
arena where guests are invited to join in "Par-
ticipation Circus". Visitors can walk a high
wire...jump on a trampoline...fly on a trapeze...
all protected by a safety wire.
Inside the main building, a giant screen theatre,
called "IMAX" presents a 15 minute color film
showcasing an actual RBBB performance. Next
door, the James A. Bailey Theatre features an
Illusion and Magic show. In the lobby, children
of all ages can have their faces done in white-
face by an actual clown. Dining facilities, sou-
venir and gift shops round-out the rest of the
main building.

(Continued on Next Page)

CIRCUS GIRARD
Needs

White Face Clowns
14 Weeks - Short Jumps

June 1st - Sept. 5th

Must Have Own Transportation

Contact:

CIRCUS GIRARD
7456 Northway

Union Lake, Mich. - 48085
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THANK YOU
LEE MALONEY
Circus Organist

for your Concord Trailer purchase

"SAVE MONEY WITH JOHNNY"

JOHNNY CANOLE

465 N.E. 102nd Street
Miami Shores, Fia. 33138
(305) 751-0206

7100 Sixth Avenue
Aitoona, Pa. 16602
(814) 944-9347 or
(814) 943-0003

REVIEW (Continued)
My only complaint is that the souvenir shop
features all ash trays, tee shirts and piggy banks,
although Chappie Fox's book "The Circus In
America" is for sale there. The "IMAX" theatre
is showing the same film they've had since
1974.

"Circus World" is a good tourist value. Admis-
sion for adults is under $6.00 and once inside
the park there is no further charge for any-
thing other than food and souvenirs. They are
open 7 days a week and are located just 10
minutes from Disney World in central Florida.
It is less than 60 minutes from Tampa/St. Pe-
tersburg and Miami is a comfortable 3 hours
drive away.

Duo Dates
The Moscow Circus and Ringling's Blue Unit are
both in Chicago this week. The Moscow Circus
is at the Stadium Nov. 10-13 and Ringling's Blue
Unit is at the Int'l Amphitheatre thru Nov. 20th.
In Florida the Royal Lichtenstein Circus will be
in DeLand on Nov. 10th and King Bros, plays
that city on Nov. 13th, the final date of its'77
tour.

BETTY WENDANY'S
FUNS-A-POPPIN
Package Shows to Fit Your Needs

Box 391, Sunland, Calif. - 91040
(213) 352-4277 (213) 352-2454

SHOW Features
The program presented here at the Los Angeles
Pumpkin Festival was called the "Judy Jacobs
Circus Minimus*' and plays weekends to big
crowds.

Acts featured in the program were: Nolly and
Polly Tate, dogs and clowning; The Great Lee
Bruno, break-away swaypole; Gran Mar, high
wire; Rex Morton's bears; Elena Omar, one fin-
ger stand; Judy Jacobs, elephant, with Bill Rice
handling the announcing.

At different times the McKay Duo, aerial cradle
and Ed Drake, Jr., African elephant also appear
with the show.

Jim Swafford

GEOFFREY, escape artist and magician, is
still amazing audiences in the Orient, Far East
and Southeast Asia with his stage show which
is now in its seventh month of an extended
tour.

A M E R I C A ' S N0.1 MAGIC SHOW

18239 N. E. 182nd Ave.
Brush Prairie, Wash.

98606
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Truck Rolled
A Carson & Barnes Circus truck carrying four
elephants overturned on Oct. 21st about five
miles south of Mayfield (Ky) on Highway 121.

According to the Kentucky Police report a car,
driven by a woman, attempted to make a left
turn as the circus truck approached. The truck
driver, Gary Byrd, swerved to avoid hitting the
car in the rear and the truck overturned when
its wheels dropped into a ditch.

The four animals remained inside the enclosed,
overturned truck until animal handlers could
free them. After being freed they were tied in
an adjacent area and remained calm through-
out the entire incident.

The driver of the truck was hospitalized for
treatment of arm and shoulder injuries.

A wrecker was required to upright the truck
and get it back on the road.

The circus was enroute to Mayfield for two
performances at the Purchase District Fair-
grounds.

Miscellaneous
Hoxie Bros. Circus was featured in the "Fun
Lander" supplement of the Palatka (Fla) Daily
News on Oct. 7th.

A 60 year old elephant that died of pneumonia
last month was reportedly buried in a landfill
in Florida,

WANTED
FOR 1978 SEASON

CLOWN to work come-in and assist
with illusions.

SHOW GIRL to work in illusions

Sleeper Furnished

Also want Musical Novelty Act, must
be 1st Class with references.

Contact: Stu Miller
New Yorker Trailer City
Box 861
No. Bergen, N.J. 07047

JOE LEMKK's semi tractor was stolen while he
laid-over in El Paso (Texas) last month. Police
believe the unit was taken directly into Mexico
and sold as a lot of that sort of thing is happen-
ing along the border these days.

The RANDELLS, trampoline act, are touring
with the Ice Capades this season.

HARRY ALBACKER, magician, hosted a birth-
day party for COL. JERRY LIPKO during the
Fair at Danbury, Conn., last month.

T. O. COLLINS and HUGO MARQUARDT
recently visited the Hoxie Show in Florida. T.
O. is a former Sarasota resident and was once a
neighbor of JERRY COLLINS. He was presi-
dent of the JC's during the time they arranged
with Ringling to help with the Neptune Festival
for which Ringling furnished costumes, seats,
etc.'
HARRY HOUDINI was fascinated by circus
side show magicians as a child and often crawl-
ed under the tent for a chance to see them

Florida and Ontario have reportedly entered
into a reciprical agreement whereas vehicles
previously required to display Florida plates
that are presently displaying Ontario plates will
no longer be required to acquire Florida plates,
and the same applies to Florida vehicles in On-
tario.

The new ruling came about through an agree-
ment between the State and the Province and
anyone who has been affected by the previous
ruling should contact the Florida Department
of Transportation for a clarification concern-
ing the new ruling.

A •// / /^Ivciilaole.
Now Booking For the 1978 Season

LIPKO'S COMEDY CHIMPS
P. O. Box 32

Florence, N. J. - 08518
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HE TRIED
(The following item appeared in "Liberty" ma-
gazine on Aug. 7, 1926 and is reproduced here
for the general interest of readers. The story
was entitled "The Man Who Tried 9,000 Times"
by Franklin Fargo).

The greatest tragedy of the circus performer's
life is that, while most persons enjoy the circus,
very few indeed really understand and appre-
ciate it.

The performer tries to make his act graceful,
suave; to give it what he calls "the class." "The
class" requires him to perform the most diffi-
cult feats with the minimum of apparent en •
deavor. It imparts finish to his act. It is his tech-
nique.

The circus management encourages him, for
"class" is the ambition of the circus as a whole.
But both showmen and performers have been
somewhat amazed to discover, as time goes on,
that "the class" is not entirely an asset. And
for an interesting reason:

A circus performer moves quickly. The most
costly acts seldom fill more than seven or eight
minutes. Thus the audience has no opportunity
to scrutinize carefully what the performers do,
or to reflect upon the often amazing degree of
effort involved.

It follows that acts which have the most "class"
are frequently mistaken for acts which are the
least difficult, because the performers go
through them adroitly, gracefully, and seeming-
ly without any real great exertion.

This is unfortunate, not only from the perfor-
mers' standpoint but from the standpoint of
the public as well, because the circus, like al-
most everything else, becomes increasingly en-
joyable the more one knows about it.

Take for instance, the case of Ernest and Car-
les Clarke. The Clarkes are brothers, consider-
ed by many showmen the greatest high trapeze
performers in the world. Their great-great-
grandfather was a circus performer, so they
were "born to the ring." Ernest is now forty-
two years old; his brother is eighteen months
younger; and they have been practicing ever
since they can remember.

"Among our principal tricks is the double som-
ersault and pirouette," Ernest told me one even-

ing, as we sat on the tongue of a property wa-
gon and watched the crowd file into the Big
Top. "We attempted to accomplish it six times

! daily for two years • or 3,600 times (Sundays
and the principal holidays are excluded from
our working schedule) - before we did it at all.
Then it was exceedingly crude and imperfect
in form; it had, in other words, no 'class.*

"So we rehearsed it six times daily for three
years more - or a total of 9,000 times - before
we exhibited to the public. Yet in our regular
performance its essential parts fill just one-half
second, while, including all preliminary motions
and gestures, it is completed usually in less
than a half a minute.

"The trick consists of myself, the leaper, swing-
ing off my platform, high in the top of the
tent, with hands gripped on a bar that hangs at
the end of two ropes. In midair, I hurtle myself
into two somersaults, and, as the latter one is
finished, revolve in a pirouette.

"Meanwhile, my brother, Charles, the catcher,
swinging from his bar on the opposite side of
the trapeze, times his movements so that his
hands, which are hanging downward, grip mine
just as I start to fall.

"The individual parts of the trick are not diffi-
cult for a circus performer; but to synchronize
the several elements of the climax perfectly in
the short span of half a second is quite difficult.

"Two or three others of our tricks were as dif-
ficult to master and are as quickly gone through.
We attempted a feat known as 'two pirouettes
in the hands' for three years - or more than
5,000 times • and were entirely unsuccessful
So we abandoned it as impossible. After anoth-
er year, however, we returned to it and perfec-
ted it in about 1,800 additional trials and re-
hearsals.

"Two-fifths of a second is required to accom-
plish the essentials of that feat, which, includ-
ing its preliminaries, occupies hardly a minute.

"We start from the same positions as in perfor-
ming the double somersault and pirouette. I
leap from my bar and catch my brother's hands.
Charles, of course, is hanging head downward.

"We make a complete swing (about 45 degrees
of a circle) with our hands locked together.

{Continued on Next Page)
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HE TRIED (Continued)
When we reach the maximum elevation on our
return trip through the air, and are over the
center of the net, Charles releases his grip. I
perform two pirouettes and catch my brother's
hands again, before gravity and the pendulum-
like movement of his bar carry him out of
reach.

"I have to be quick in the pirouettes, becasue
if I fall more than eighteen inches before re-
joining my brother, the trick fails.

" "The three somersaults' - the last of the trio of
principal tricks we happen to be using this sea-
son • is similar to the double somersault and
pirouette, except that a somersault replaces the
pirouette.

"We have been exhibiting this trick for about
twelve years. It was brought out of rehearsal
about three years after the double somersault
and pirouette, and it required onfet about two
years work to perfect, because a great deal of
the preliminary work had been done.

"Yet in all the twelve years of its public exhi-
bition we have performed it only 900 times
more than its two year rehearsal called for.

"We have mastered a total of 20 tricks, all of
which are timed differently. That is, each of
them requires me to go to a slightly different
elevation before I leave the bar, and Charles to
seize me out of the air at a little different junc-
ture.

"Our act, however, is seldom the same. We fol-
low no routine. I do whatever I please. And the
f u n n y th ing is that I never have to let my broth-
er know what I 'm going to do. We have no sig-
nals; we seem to have a sort of mental telepathy
1 suppose it's because we have gone over and
over the same things so many times we under-
stand each other instinctively. A circus man
knows what that means - all the work that's be-
hind it. The public doesn't.

"Sometimes I think it's better not to have an
act too well finished, because it's unquestion-
ably a fact that the more you perfect a really
difficult act the easier it seems. And the public's
inclination is to take matters at their face value.

"Look at the rosin-back horse • the horse on
which the equestrians perform. His stuff looks
simple • just to trot around and around the ring.
But he is probably the most highly trained ani-

mal in the show. Before he can be used, he has
to be taught to make the circuit of the ring al-
ways in a certain number of strides; fourteen to
sixteen is the avergae in a 42 foot circle.

"His gait must never vary. He must never falter
or stop, no matter what happens. If he does,
the equestrian, who as likely as not is turning a
somersault on his back, will suffer a fall that
may easily be fatal. Yet 1*11 venture that not
more than one person in 50,000 who comes to
the circus thinks of the rosin-back as a trained
animal. Most of them never think of him at all.

"Europe has produced most of the great circus
performers because there the facilities for train-
ing have always been better. In every town of
any size there is a municipal hippodrome, where
one circus will play for as long as six weeks,
changing its performance frequently.

"The apparatus, of course, is kept in place, so
that the performers can use it in the mornings.
And they have an opportunity to train their
children.

"The American circus, on the other hand, is
always on the move. The apparatus is seldom
in place before the afternoon performance is
virtually ready to begin, and the performers
can use it for their own purposes only an hour
or so a day • that is, between the afternoon and
the night shows'"

Neither Ernest nor Charles Clarke has ever been
seriously injured in following their hazardous
calling • hazardous because it is quite as easy to
be killed by a fall into the net, which all trap-
eze performers use to protect them, as it is to
be killed by another kind of f a l l .

"1 t h i n k we have our father to t h a n k for that,"
Ernest said. "He was a kind but severe man. We
never were permitted to try any new trick unt i l
we had learned all of its preliminaries to his
complete satisfaction. The first thing he taught

j us was how to fall properly.

"You should fall feet downward, but, at the
moment of striking, elevate the feet so as to
strike on the back. If that is impossible, you

, should gather youself as nearly as possible into
i a ball, but hold all the muscles loosely. I saw a

Japanese killed in Paris not long ago, merely
because he failed to ground himself thoroughly
in that particular. The fellow missed missed his

(Continued on Next Page)
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Fines Set
A Canadian promoter and his wife were fined
a total uf $20,000 late last month for fraud in-
volving a circus sponsored by the Guelph (Ont)
Police Association.

The Court sentenced Melvin Strilchuk to six
months in jail and he was given 12 months to
pay a fine of $15,000, with the option of an
additional eight months for default of payment.

His wife, Kathryn, was fined $5,000 with the
option of an indefinite jail term not to exceed
six months for default of payment.

The Court was told that the couple asked people
to buy tickets which would be used for under-
privileged children. Evidence showed that some
32,000 tickets were sold for four performances,
although only 16,000 people could be accom-
modated. However, not everyone who bought
tickets came to the circus.

Mailroom
Mail has been returned to the Circus Report
office for:

Jack Stagg Guy A. Buswell

The mail was marked "Unclaimed." Any help
in locating these people or in getting an up-to
date address will be appreciated.

to hear from man
and wife team who both can drive.
To work a well-known top circus
act on a yearly basis. Top Money
or a 50/50 deal to the right people.
Man must be a rigger or know aerial
rigging. Girl must be a performer.
All equipment furnished.
Act opens February - Closes in
November.
For further details write:
ROCKET CAR, Pipe Creek, Texas

HE TRIED (Continued)
catcher's hands, spread-eagled and broke his
neck.

"My father's system was to attempt to learn
only a limited number of tricks • say four or
five - at one time. We were not permitted to try
any trick more than six times in a day. After
we had finished that part of our work, we did
something else - bending, gymnastics, eques-
trianism or juggling; for abroad (we were "
brought up in England) a circus performer
must have more strings to his bow than one.

"A bender is a contorionist and bending, like
gymnastics, juggling, and equestrian work, is
valuable on the trapeze. Equestrian work im-
parts an idea of speed and distance. Juggling
quickens the eye - helps a performer to learn to
think and act in the shortest possible time.
Bending makes the body supple and graceful,
while gymnastics, of course, is the very back-
bone of the business.

"Care is a trapeze performer's life insurance.
The net and other apparatus must be inspected
daily, and renewed as it gets old. Either Char-
les or I usually attend to that. We also weave
our nets, or have them woven for us by other
trapeze performers. The process, in odd mo-
ments, that are to be found around a circus,
will sometimes require the better part of a
season."

- The End -
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