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Joseph C. Reisinger

ATTORNEY AT LAW
Entertainment Law — Civil Trials — Immigration

For Free Consultation or Appointment
Call: 415-472 - 1050

There are a lot of pros and cons about the use
of animals in a circus performance and much
of the recent comment has come about be-
cause of publicity of the Hassani Circus in
England. That show carries no animals at all
and in fact has been funded by the SPCA in
hopes the idea will catch on with other cir-
cuses,

There are those who say it makes them ill to
watch animals performing, doing what they
call “non-natural” acts. On the other hand

it is easy to find people who will tell you the
circus is doomed to die, if they do not have
animal acts, and that a circus is animal acts.
Therefore, it is interesting to read Gordon
Carver's report on the Sells Floto Circus of
1922, which appears in the CHS “Bandwa-
gon”’ magazine for July-Aug. 1980.

Carver writes:

.. it was a show that was almost en-
tirely oriented to human performers. Except
for the elephants, there were no trained ani-
mals as such. There were no trained seals, li-
berty horses, bears or other animals that
so regularly associated with circuses. Nor
were there any wild animal acts. Of course,
there was a good deal of horse flesh in the
various equestrian acts, posing numbers, ra-
ces, and wild west. It was a most unusual
show. But it did seem to be popular with
the audiences.”

ACTS - Are you listed with us 7

DWIGHT DAMON
Entertainment Unlimited

~—
Lane Manor, Box 685, Merrimack, NH 03054
603 - 424 - 3341

CR, Salutes

DOUG ASHTON, who has been a feature on
the American Continental Circus this year,
where he pruentld his slapstick comedy an-
tics in the center ring, much to the delight
of audiences eve ere. For the finale of
his act, Doug is joined by the pretty Sally,
and together they present a musical feature
that brings the audience to their feet.

RALPH McINTOSH heads the “Magic With
A Message" show that plays churches on the
west coast.

FRANK DEAN, western rope spinner and
author, was featured in a special review story
appearing in the Aug. 2nd edition of the Cin-
cinnati lShiol Enquirer.

BOB STODDARD reports that Circus Day &
Clown Day at the Fair, held at the Texas
State Fair was a big success.

ROBERT and ELAINE LUND have been

awarded a certificate of commendation by
the American Association for State and Lo-

cal History “for creating a scholary and en-
tertaining” American Museum of Magic in
Marshall, Michigan.

TARZAN ZERBINI and his wild animals
were featured on TV's “Those Amazing Ani-
mals” early this month.

THE CIRCUS REPORT is published each week
by Don Marcks, 525 Oak St., EI Cerrito, Calif.
94530 - Phone: (415) 525-3332.
SUBSCRIPTION RATES: $15.00 for the year,
Overseas rate via surface mail is $20.00 a year.
ADVERTISING RATES: (Per issue on a first
come basis) Minimum Ad $5.00; Quarter Page
$10.00; Half Page $20.00; Full Page $35.00

License Plates

Official Clyde Beatty-Cole Bros. Circug
License Plates. Limited edition of 500,
Bright colors embossed on sturdy metal.
— $ 6.00 post paid —
B. F. B. ADVERTISING

P. 0. Box 578 Winter Park, Fla. 32790
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Show Dates

Carden-Johnson Circus
Oct. 8-12 Corpus Christi,
Texas

Carson & Barnes Circus
Oct. 6 Greenville, 11l
7 Shelbyville
8 Essingham
9 Godfrey
10 Valley Park, Mo.
11 Festus
12 Ironton

Great American Circus
Oct. 6 Waycross, Ga.
7 St. Marys

Happytime Circus
Oct. 7-12 Tulare, Calif.

Hoxie Bros. Circus
Oct. 6 Greenwood, Miss.

7 Indianola

8 Tallulah, La.
9 Kosciusko, Miss.

10 Brookhaven

11 Hammond

12 New lberia, La.

Ringling-Bamum - Blue
to Oct. 12 Denver, Colo.
Ringling-Barnum - Red
Oct. 7-12 Detroit, Mich.
Royal Lichtenstein Circus
Oct. 6 Kansas City, Mo.
7 Manhattan, Kans.
8 Ottawa
9 Edwardsville, Il
10 St. Louis, Mo.

Royal Palace Circus
Oct. 7-10 New Orleans, La.

Texas Shrine Circus
Dct. 9-19 Houston, Texas

-~ MAGIC---

It's Magic Show
Oct. 10-26 Los Ang., Calif.

Tom Ogden
Oct. 7 Queens, NY
10 Atlantic City, NJ

Tannen's Jubilee
Oct. 10-12 Loch Shlldﬂt!rks

--«- OTHER DATES ----

Century 21 Shows
Oct. 6-11 Meridian, Miss.

James H. Drew Exposition
Oct. 6-11 Monroe, Ga.

The Gutis Family
to Oct. 19 Dallas, Texas

Hall & Christ Attractions
to Oct. 19 Dallas, Texas
Oct. 8-12 Angleton

Los Latinos
Oct. 9-19 Houston, Texas
Mighty Thomas Shows
Oct. 8-12 Round Rock,
Texas
N.0.T.R. Roping Contest
Oct. 10-13 Las Vegas, Nev.
Peking Opera
Oct.  7-9 Louisville, Ky,
10-12 Minneapolis,
Minn,
Royal American Shows
to Oct. 12 Jackson, Miss.

Mr. Sensation
Oct. 9-19 Houston, Texas

The Sikorskys
Oct. 9-13 Halifax, N.S.




IN MEMORY

OF OUR BELOVED WIFE AND MOTHER

BAREARA

WHO LEFT US ON SEPTEMBER 2nd
FOR A BETTER PLACE IN HEAVEN

Since we first met in 1936 on the
Al G. Barnes Circus a lot af leaves
have blown down Memory Lane, and
|l am a very lucky man to have walk-

ed that way with you.

OUR ETERNAL LOVE

Sons, George I}l and Gregory Lee,
and Husband aof 40 years, George
‘*Red'' White.



Page 6 October 6, 1980
' REPOR Can Place
HOXIE BROS. CIRCUS ACT that can do 2 spots - Preferably ani-

BY SALLY PAYNE

As this fine show nears the end of the season
and the circus folks are thinking about “head
ing for the barn,” the performance at Eliza-
bethtocn, Ky., Aug. 12th, was well paced,
just as fresh and new and entertaining, as if
it was the opening performance.

Even though we know at this time of year,
everyone must be quite tired, those peaple
out front would never have guessed it.
Elizabethtown, Ky (E'Town for short) is 45
miles south of Louisville, the weather was
warm, but not hot, clear skies, dry flat lot,
with grass and gently flapping canvas, a per-
fect circus day, which brought out a nice
turn out under the E'Town Shrine auspices,
at the fairgrounds. The 4 p.m. matinee was
a good % house, the 8 p.m. show was a big
straw house. The night show was held up for
1'3 minutes until they could get them all in-
side,

After two blowdowns this season, the pres-
ent top is a two poler. The large round ends
and large middle piece is an old Clyde Beat-
ty top, obtained from the Beatty-Cole quar-
ters, uses two roles of quarter poles and one
ﬂ!‘lg.

Mel and B. K. Silverlake have the conces-
sions and Mel has his Big Snake Pit Show
booked on. Billy Griffin was at the front
door. Lee Maloney is the band leader and
Al Gouge plays trumpet. Two 2'x4’ baffle
boxes on each side of the band stand ampli-
fied all that good music for two instruments
nicely. Larry Rich did the announcing in
clown wardrobe, which came over clear and

mal type acts - Mid-November to Xmas -
Eastern U. 8. - All high school auditor-
lums.

ALAN HILL
P. 0. Box 4425 Harrisburg, Pa. - 17111

concise.

John Lewis had the performance running
smoothly. Jim Waynick, is suot. of the elec-
trical dept.

In the 10 minute intermission the confections
were sold off the ring curb, front side, which
made for more volume of sales in less time
than butchering in the seats, the response was
terrific, they had to replenish stock to accom-
odate sales, in that 10 minutes.

Lee Maloney had the program, which has a
story of Hoxie Tucker’s start in show busi-
ness.

Show tears down at night, they sleep on the
lot and move the next maming. Frankfort,
Ky., was a 90 mile jump from ETown,
where business was reported nots as good as
E'Town. Visitors from Louisville catching
the show at Frankfort (Aug. 13) were Bob
Timmel and Jim Clines.

Visitors from Louisville at E'Town were Bill
Rhodes, Bill Lortz, Henry and Sally Payne,
The courtesy and friendliness on this show

is heart warming, visitors are made to feel

‘at home.

The program at E'Town ran 1% hours and
included: Opening Spec; Les Dubois, Sonya
and Elizabeth Campa, juggling; Miss Lee Ann
single trapeze/neck swivel and spins; Eliza-

(Continued on Page 24)
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RINGLING IN SEATTLE
BY BETTY BARTHOLOMEW

Ringling Bros. Barnum & Bailey Circus Blue
Unit (110th edition) opened in Seattle, Sep.
16th and drew a fairly substantial crowd for
the first performance.

Seattle crowds just dont seem to get perfor-
mance minded early in the evening, so people
were still drifting in throughout the opening
spec, which featured show business mitey
mite Michu as official greeter. Harold Ronk
was the genial ringmaster.

Starting in the grand manner, first center ring
act was Ursula Bottcher and her almost unbe-
lievable polar bears. An outstanding act, the
audience almost holds its collective breath as
the diminutive Miss Bottcher allows a huge
12 ft. bear to take a tidbit from between her
teeth,

From Bulgaria and the Soviet Union respec-
tively, Netko and Lubov Yanchovi show how
a combination of ballet and gymnastics can
really make a magnificant aerial act. With a
whoop and a holler the show picked up pace
with the appearance of the three Equestrian

FOR SALE

STUMP TAIL Mc CACQUE —~ Male —
With Cage

KEN “Turtle” BENSON
Box 123 Monroe, La. 71201

IMMEDIATE CASH!
WANTED

TO BUY
YOUNG WORKING BEAR ACT
— 3to 5 Bears —

COMPLETE WITH PROPS/CAGES

Send Photos
Contact:
IRVING LOCKER
122 Van Houten Ave.
Passaic, NJ - 07055

No Collect

201-471-3647 Calls

acts, the Dimitrovi, lvanovi and Donevi, build:
ing human pyramids atop fast moving steeds
and performing spectacular somersaults from
front to rear horses. This was followed by an
abundance of clowns with a wide variety of
stunts,

One of the first things to come to mind when
circus is mentioned is the flying trapeze act.
Ringling presents two very polished acts this
season. Transferring from the Red Unit were
the Flying Segreras and appearing in place of
the lu dy struck Farias were the Padillas
exico. Rosita Segrera was a faultless
picture of style and grace as she led off the
act, followed by Miguel Caceres smooth 3%
to the hands of the catcher. Cather and head
of the troupe, Jesus Segrera has every right
to be proud of his beautifully coordinated
performers, including his 8 year ofd nephew
Tito Montoya. The Padillas are new to Ring-
ling this year but definitely of the class usual-
ly presented by the Greatest Show on Earth,
with Tulio performing a perfectly executed
triple.
Though | have seen them perform every oth-
er year since 1968, the King Charles Troupe
seems to get consistently better, even though
many of their stunts are anticipated, they ne-
VEr cease to amaze.

Three perch acts were presented, from Bul-
garia the Georgiev and the Polonia, and Kor-
in, both from Poland. Each spectacular in its
own right.

Appearing for the first time in America and
warmly received by the Seattle audience were
the Remarkable Richters and their talented
glephants. When one of the elephants sent a
performer flying off a teeterboard to somer-
sault through the air and land on the back of
a fellow elephant you thought you had seen
it all until the stunt was performed again to
a three man high.

Gifted gymnasts galore was such a fast mov-
ing whirling, flipping act, it was almost over
before it was begun and really left the aud-
ience wishing for more. Clowns again filled
the arena with their own bumbling, tumbling

L. {Continued on Page 26)




The Weller
Family

A HAND BALANCING ACT

(Cute but Professional)
— QUALITY SHOWS —

FOR OPEN TIME CONTACT

2929 Ashby Avenue
Berkeley, Calif. - 94705

Phone: 415 - 843 - 8027
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Shrine Dates

COMPILED BY MIKE SPORRER

Madras, Ore. - Central Oregon Shrine Club

1966 - Apr. 15 - Ken Jensen - H. S. Gym
1967 - Apr. 18 - Ken Jensen - H. S. Gym
1968 - Nane

1969 - Apr. 4 - Reppines Int - Fairgrounds
1970 - Apr. 10 - Reppines Int. - Fairgrounds
1971 - Apr. 7 - Reppines Int. - Fairgrounds
1972 - Apr. 12 - Reid Bros. - H. S. Gym
1973 - Apr. 11 - Reid Bros. - H. S. Gym
1974 - Apr. 25 - Grand Circus - H. S. Gym
1975 - May 14 - Grand Circus -
1976 - May 20 - Grand Circus -
1977 - May 11 - Grand Circus -
1978 - May 10 - Grand Circus -
1979 - Apr. 18 - Grand Circus -

CIRCUS QUIPS. ...
BY KARL J. BISCHOFF

SHOW BUSINESS is changing so fast these days
days that you couldn't stay wrong even if you
tried.

THERE’S A DIFFERENCE between sight and
vision . .. a lot of acts are a vision to see . .
some are a sight.

OVERHEARD ... that the average showman
can't stand prosperity, but there is news for
them . ., the average showman doesn’t have
to.

OF ALL THE TRUE FRIENDS you have in
show business there is someone who always
remembers your birthday but never your age.
GOOD IDEAS in circus business aren’t bomn,
they're developed with INTELLIGENCE and
asense of PURPOSE and INITIATIVE.

WANT

SHOW GIRL to assist in knife, whip and
rope spining act — 30 weeks work in a
b‘r;nd new park — Good deal for right
girl,

KEN “Turtle” BENSON
Box 123 Monroe, La. 71201

. *'al=]

CFA/CMB BANQGUET

The Third Annual Banquet sponsored jointly
by the Rudynoff Tent 127 of the CFA and
the Rudynoff Ring 60 of the CMB will be held
at the Reese Volunteer Fire Hall near Westmin
ster, Maryland, on Saturday, Oct. 11th.

A family-style dinner including roast beef,
fried chicken, and all the trimmings will be
served promptly at 7 p.m. The featured speak-
er will be Frank Ball, “The Circus Fan’s Cir-
cus Fan". In addition movies, displays, door
prizes and other surprises will await you.
Tickets are $8.00 for adults and $6.00 for
children twelve and under. For reservations
please contact Jane Amereihn, 2301% Foster
Ave., Parkville, MD 21234 - Phone: (301) -
668 - 3582.

Reese Hall is located three miles south of
Westminster, Md., on U. S. Route 140, The
doors will open at 6 p.m. on Oct. 11th.

Miscellaneous

gnnard's Leaming Circus, a puppet show de-
amgd to encourage children to read, has been
playing shopping malls in the southern states.




AVAILABLE
FOR 1981

YOUNGEST AND FASTEST
JUGGLER IN CANADA

REJEAN ROBERTSON

CHAIR BALANCING

REJEAN ROBERTSON

5 Rue Du Ruisseau
St. Andre Avellin,
P. Q., Canada JOV - 1WO - 336

Phone: (819) 983 - 7319
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| REPORT |
LALLA ROOKH GROTTO CIRCUS

BY BILL GALLOWAY

The annual Lalla Rookh Grotto Circus (ro-
chester, NY) was again produced by George
Hubler. Three performances were presented
on Sept. 6th - at 1 p.m., 4 p.m, and 8 p.m.
at the Dome Arena in Henrietta, NY.
This year, sixty Grotto and amateur clowns
performed during the shows. Visitors inclu-
ded Harold Rupp, Bev Galloway, Bruce Gal-
loway, Saralee and Bubba Hastings, Jr., and
gircus Historical Society vice president, Dick
lint.
The show featured: Overture, Introductions
and National Anthem; Spec with all perform
ers; Susan Sherrell’s Royal Afghans (Zoppe);
Clowns with ""Boys and Girls"'; Senor Ma-
gana, (Pancho) whips; Stoney the elephant,
trained and presented by Sally and Mike La
Torres; Clowns and the Firecracker; Johnny
Laddie & Co. (Zoppe), unsupported ladders;
Miss Lou Ann Jacobs, aerial contortion and
single trapeze; Grotto Clowns with “Tug-0-
War; Zoppe's Rhesus Monkey Revue (Davide

FOR SALE

1977 refrigerator semi, 45 ft. - con-
verted to trailer house - with pos-

1977 refrigerator semi - 45 ft - con-
verted to Trailer House - with pos-
sum belly - double axles - 10 x 20
tires - 2 bedrooms - big bath room
with bath tub - living room - patio
- kitchen - Located in Florida.

~ $8,500.00 -

1962 Animal trailer - 40 ft. - double
axles - 10 x 20 tires - Ideal for ele-
phants, horses, etc. (Have hauled
stock all over the U. S. in this unit).
Dressing room over gooseneck - Has
split doors on both sides - Located
in Nevada.

— $4 500.00 -
Call Otto at: 702 - 361 - 4831

FOR SALE

4106 G.M.C. Bus Conversion -
8V71 Detroit Diesel 12 m.p.g.
Air Ride, Engine Air plus Two
Electric Air Conditioners, Mic-
helen Tires, 12.5 KW Kohler
Diesel Gen. All Electric Built-
in Ice Maker, 4 Slice Toaster,
Can Opener, Refrig.-Freezer,
Micro-Wave Oven, Compactor,
3 Burner Stove and Central
Vacuum Cleaner. Sleeps Four,
Seats 8. Clean Inside and Ourt.
Oil Furnace plus Electric Heat.

Phone: 507 - 243 - 3826

and Susan Zoppe); Harry Thomas and his ti-
gers.

The show's staff included: George Hubler,
producer and announcer; Tex and Marcie
Maynard, drums and organ; Wayne Liikala,
producing clown, and Terry and Camille
0°Brien, concessions.

_IVIAIL

The Post Office has retumed Circus Reports
mailed out to the following people, stating it
was unable to deliver them as addressed.

Pat Hyman Joseph Lee

Irene Sharpe Ray McMahon

FREE LIST

We are offering a wide array of books,
posters, souvenirs and other circus items
for collectors, model builders and Christ-
mas giving. Please send a large self-addres
sed, stamped envelope for your free list,
CIRCUS DAY
5162 Orchard Green
Columbia, MD 21045
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ACTS

CHUCK BURNES, Manager of Special Events
at Knott's Berry Farm, has booked the follow-
ing acts into the park’s Good Time Theatre for
a four day run opening Thanksgiving Day, No-
vember 27th. Three shows will be presented
each day.

Acts include: Emmett Kelly, Jr.; The Ferges
Troupe, trampoline; The Saxons, unicycle and
juggling duo; Zpielzeug Duo, hand balancing/
one finger stand; The Shurays, double trapeze;
Mike Whitney, ringmaster/vocalist, and Don
Beamsley Trio, organ/drums/trumpet.

SHOWS IMPROVEMENT

A Las Vegas hospital spokesman reports that!
Gary Wells, motorcycle daredevil, “is now |
listed as serious, but much improved,”

The 23 year old cyclist suffered multiple in-
juries while trying to jump over the fountain
at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas on Sept. 15th,
Both his legs were broken, his pelvis was frac-
tured and a major blood vessel in his heart
was tom. He will have to undergo surgery to
repair his broken bones.

Winter Address

JIM PARKER
Harvelle's MBL Haven
Lot 82 - Stock Island

Key West, Florida - 33040

in I:hem

AN EXPENSIVE GOOSE

Four workers at the Columbus, Ohio, Zoo
who just followed directions have shelled out
$300 to replace an Australian goose they fed
to cheetahs,

The unscheduled feeding came after workers
asked a supervisor what they should do to
keep the goose from pecking at people.

The supervisor's reply was ““feed it to the
cheetahs."” and so workmen did just that.
Zoo director Jack Hanna says “it wasn't meant
to be malicious. He didn‘t mean it, but they
took him literally. He tried to stop the, but it
was too late,”



Whisky's Wonderdogs

SENSATIONAL COMEDY DOG ACT

[ ]

Currently Performing 91 Day Engagement

at Kyushu African Safari Park, Japan

TIME AVAILABLE — MID-DECEMBER AND

BOOKING 1981 SEASON

Contact: LLOYD STEIER

Kyushu African Safari Park

2-1755-1 Arimu-Cho

Minamihata
Nishinodai, Oita, Japan
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ZELLA LEHR, popular country-western vo-
calist, was once a juggler and unicyclist with
her parents circus act.

GENE McLAUGHLIN did the trick roping
for the film “Urban Cowboy"’, while J' W.
STOKER did the roping for “Bronco Billy"
and HAMILTON FLOYD handled the rope
tricks in “'Battle Creek Brawl."

DENNIS PHELPS (Ho Ho the Clown) work-
ed three one hour magic shows on a mobile
trailer stage for the Burlington Northern Rail
way Corp. on Sept. 12-13 for the “Railroad
Days Celebration” in St. Cloud, Minn. Aud-
ience of children and adults were seated un-
der canvas luckily as it was misting most of
the day.

SYLVESTER and BARBARA BRAUN, wes
tern performers touring with the Happytime
Circus, spent a few days at home resting be-
fore opening at the Ventura (Calif) Fair.

TOM UPTON, circus photographer, visited
the Ringling-Barnum Blue show at Fresno,
Calif., where he also caught the local fair.

W. E. (Shotgun) PAGE visited the Roberts
Bros. Circus at Auburn, Ky., on Sept. 19th
and reports he enjoyed visiting his friends.

PHILIP MORRIS, magician, served as tech-
nical advisor for the CBS-TV Soap Opera

BETTY WENDANY'S
FUNS-A-POPPIN

PACKAGE SHOWS TO FIT YOUR NEEDS
Box 391, Suniand, Callf. - 91040
213-3524277 213-352-2454

“Search For Tomorrow", among the many
things he did for the show was to create a
life-sized skeleton hand that was used in the
filming.

JOE McKENNON, circus author, has just
published a new book called “Circus Lingo”
and he is currently on a tour of twelve states
to promote his book.

ENRICO WALLENDA will be featured in 2
“Skywalk" at San Juan, P. R., on Oct. 8th.
The event is being filmed for part of ABC-
TV “Daredevils” show.

DENNIS PHILLIPS and PHILIP MORRIS

have just released a new book on special ef-
fects for haunted houses.

THE FLYING ESPANAS will have two acts
working on Circus Vargas for the 1981 sea-
son,

THE FLYING LARRAYS, currently working
on Circus Vargas will be touring with the Ha-
mid-Morton Circus in 1981,
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BENTLEY BROS. CIRCUS

8Y JIM PARKER

After a short break from their successful
Spring tour, Tommy Bentley and Chuck
Clancey immediately lined up a strong show
for their fall tour. Between the two tours
Tommy and Chuck, along with their promo-
tion crew were extremely busy working their
eastern towns as it is no easy task to ensure
success in cities no matter how strong your
sponsor is. The spring tour covers the west
coast and the fall tour covers the eastern/mid
west cities and this year several new cities
were picked up so there was no idle time for
the management of Bentley Bros. Circus.

Kinkers on the fall tour included Hans, Ro-
verta and Karl Winn (motorcycle on high
wire); Hans and Adele Klose (gorilla parody
and sword balance); Rudolph Delmonte (con-
tortion); Don and Jo Ann Anderson (dressage
and liberty horses); Frank, Doris, Frank, Jr.
and Dieter Galambos (cradle and rolling globe
plus Frank was supt.); Jo-Ann Jennier PA!:-
ialetta, single traps) assisted by Rocky; Ben,
Linda and Shawn DeWayne with the Paul
Kaye elephants; the Napoleone Zamperla
Family (Napoleone, Ernestina, Atos, Janie,
Ermes and Francisca with their riding act,
Doberman dogs and dressage); the Manuel
Ramos Family (Manuel, Arturo, Andres, Lan-
celot, Juanna, Alicia and Ceasar Medina with

their mixed big cats, flying trapeze, risley,
loop the loop, hand balancing); The Young
Troupe (Nicholas, Jr., Linda, Joseph, Leon-
ard, Steve, Jeffrey Bean and Betty Jo How-
ard with juggling on teeterboard); and the
James Zoppe Troupe with James, John Guer-
en, Lisa Hummel and Andrea Kane with their
riding act, replacing the Zamperla family as
they left to fill other committments, Music
was provided by Steve Stephani at the organ
and Paul Crilis at the drums. Announcing was
handled by Tommy Bentley.

Clown Alley consisted of Dion Aumaier, Bev-
erly Hogan Aumaier, John McKay, Jim Park-
er and Bruce Wamner, Chuck Clancy headed
up the concessions and Jim Parker doubled
as secretary. Lorenzo Alcazar and Rick Mc
Afee, were on concessions and props, respec-
tively.

The special Philadelphia date (Civic Center)
included the addition of performer Billy Bar-
ton to the show's cast.

Generally speaking business was up from last
year, but then so was expenses. Only one city
was below expectations and one date was a
complete dud, but the remaining tour was up
considerably; however, as Tommy Bentley so
ably put it (he is never at a loss for words you
know) “We shovel it in with one hand, and
shovel it out with the other.”

Three of our new towns/sponsors were very
well pleased at the show as it was a strong

(Continued on Page 30)
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FAST-PACED, COLORFUL, AMAZING

TANGER TROUPE

HASSAN OUSROUT, c/o Faress
650 Remington Drive
Las Vegas, Nevada - 88110

Phone: 702 - 452 - 2728

REPORT |
JOSE COLE'S CIRCUS

BY FREDA FIZZGIG

The Jose Cole Circus played six towns in Min-
nesota, Sept. 4-14, sponsored by various ser-
vice clubs and building superintendents.

Acts appearing with the circus were: Roy
Pratt, MC/magic; Satin Doll (Carol Wainwright
trapeze; Dick Cole, dog act with donkey; Smi-
ley Daley, comedy bicycle; Pat Davison, jugg-
ling; Benny Williams, with Anna May with a
leopard; Dick Cole, mixed animals; Mare-Dan
two girls on high wire; Dick Cole, pick-out
dog act; The Patricks, rala bola; the Wain-
wrights, trampoline; Princess Tanya, gorilla
fantasy; Benny Williams with three elephants;
Clowns were: Smiley (John) Daley and Jeff
Cole. Props were handled by Arturo, John
and Chico.

Visitors at various locations were Ms. and
Gordon Smith, who is still actively training
dogs for performers in the business, and Gil
Gerard (Buck Rogers) and wife Connie Sel-
leca were seen practicing with Benny Wil-
liams and Anna May for the upcoming TV
show “Circus of the Stars.”

THE GREAT AMERICAN
MAGIC MACHINE

Musionist/Comedian/MC

Single Acts or Full Show

Fairs, Malls, Conventions,
Trade Shows, Camivals

Contact: Kevin Menard
267 Norwood Avenue
Warwick, R.l. 02888

 MIAILBAG _
FROM RAY HARRIS

Little did | think Fifty years ago, July 20,
1930, | would appear on the cover of your
magazine, but | did on the Sept. 22nd issue
with the picture of the Barnes wreck of that
date. | am the second person on the right,
with my foot on the rail of the flat,

| was a stilt walker and clown with the show
from 1926 through 1936; later going to the
Hagenbeck show and Ringling show. | have
long since been retired.

| have a set of pictures of that wreck and one
of the men who was crushed under one of the
wagons, a prop boy | think, asked me “lift
me up”, which | did and he died in my arms.
An event | will never forget.

In9Memoriam &

G. C. (Doc) CROWLEY passed away Sept.
20th at El Cajon, Calif., with the fuﬁara?
held at Gardena, Calif., on Sept. 25th. He
owned the largest motorized camival in the
middle west in the 1930's, originating from
his home town of Richmond, Mo. Surviors
include his wife Ruby and a daughter Geor-
geanna,




ATTENTION

PARKS — CIRCUSES — AGENTS

JOSIP MARCAN'S LION ACT
S NOW
FOR SALE OR LEASE

10 LIONS
Will sell with or without props

Trainer Available to work act

AVAILABLE OCTOBER ‘80

Interested Parties Contact Immediately

JOSIP MARCAN

818 - 13th Avenue
Green Bay, Wisc. - 54304

Phone: 414 - 497 - 7912
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ANOTHER BOOK BY THE MAN WHO WAS THERE
CER.CUS LINGO

By JOE MCKENNON
Soft Cover only

112 pages, scores of photographs. $5.25 postpaid
SPECIAL PRICE TILL NOVEMBER 15 $4,00 postpaid

——

doq boy bally broag
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yonojs INb uoneso| gnep 11y Jund Au

OTHER BOOKS AVAILABLE

PICTORIAL HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN CARN-
IVAL, By Joe Mckennon. 4th printing. mailed to
19 countries. 400 pages. Hard back $15.95

Soft back $ 9.00
HORSE DUNG TRAIL,A saga of the American CircusQ
By Joe McKennon. 528 pages. Scores of photographs”
IT IS AUTHENIC, Hard Cover only $12.50

TENT SHOW, By Marian McKennon. A true history
of the McKennon Stage shows under canvas.
Limited number hard covers $4.50 Soft back $2.50

LOGISTICS OF THE AMERICAN CIRCUS,By the
man who was there, Joe McKennon. 112 pages.
dozens of photographs. Soft Cover only $4.95

FIRST OF MAN, By Charles F. Hill. A true to life
circus novel written by an old circus trouper.
224 pages. Soft cover only $5.95

Order From

CARNIVAL PUBLISHERS OF SARASOTA
P.0.Box 295
SARASOTA,FLORIDA 33578

Always deduct 208 from order when three or more
books are ordered. (Do not deduct from the Circus

Lingo $4.00 Specizl) | pay the postace on all books .z
NDS [ING 128Ys 2944} SN0OY 00D UODEM A3NDIM UODEM PaJ X,

H iiker razor back roustabout rouah neck tack spitter banner sauarer
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FOR SALE

COMPLETE SEASONED BABOON ACT — Seven
really nice young animals — Can be worked in a short
time by you — Contrary to popular belief their repu-
tation of visciousness is uncalled for.

Scooter 15 ft. high hand stand perch
2 Somersaults Hurdles
Baby Buggy Wire Walk

Lots of Comedy

3 Consecutive 10 ft. high perch jumps

7 Separate portable cages fiber-glassed

All props and wardrobe

A.l Federal Permits

One outstanding chase Baboon without malice

Will sell on time, with substantial deposit, to sincerely
interested party. Willing to have you stay at farm to
allow sufficient time for you to learn routine and the
animals.

Act will be for sale until January 1, 1981,

| may be reached in between the Texas dates
BARBARA LOUISE TATA
P. O. Box 264
Seagoville, Texas - 75159

Phone: 214 - 287 - 4226 or write to above address.
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in them . Congratulations ! ! !
£OCO'S DREAM COMES TRUE PERRY LUTH

(Reprinted from an English newspaper, dated
Aug. 3, 1980 - the clipping was provided by
Jack Bennett).

Some of the more old-fashioned among us
might consider the cancept of a circus with
no animals on a par with a pub with no beer.
But not so the RSPCA.

They are delighted that the Circus Hassani -
the first of its kind in this country - has sent
Nellie the elephant packing, along with her
plethora of fire-eaping, head-swallowing,
pirouetting and tea-swilling mates. The cir-
cus run by Tamara Hassani, daughter of the
late, great clown Coco, and her Moroccan-
born husband Ali, is instead a feast of “hu-
man talent and skills.”

There is not a large canine tooth or claw in
sight - apart, it is said, from those currently
being unsheathed by a few less-than-enthus-
iastic rivals in the business; and the 30 enter-
tainers who slap on their greasepaint nightly

and pour themselves into spangled tights and '

on Your 90th Birthday
September 28, 1980

FOR SALE

1974 Cobra, Fifth-wheel,
35 ft.

~ Asking $6,000.00 —

1979 Chevy, double-cab,
dual wheels, 454, 4-speed,
saddle tanks, air-condition-
ing, 40,000 miles, reclining
bucket seats, excellent con-
dition.

- Asking $8,500.00 -

Call: PAT LANE

(904) 752 - 8539

Anytime after Oct. 3rd

leotards provide the entire substance of a do-
zen acts.

The show lasts for two hours; there are acro-
bats and tumblers, in which art Tamara used
to excel “in my heyday and before | fell
from the top of a four-man high pyramid and
dislocated my knee; | haven't worked since,”
says the 51 year old blonde; and there is a
trick cyclist, an escapologist, plus illusionist
and clowns and trapeze artists.

Not only have the RSPCA, a longtime cam-
paigner against the use of animals in the ring,
given the circus their (strictly non-perform-
ing) seal of approval by urging people to go
and see the show or to support it financially
even if they cannot visit it. But they them-
selves have started the ball rolling with an al-
most $10,000 grant.

Although an animal-free circus was one of
the dreams of her father Coco - real name
Nicolai Polakov - Tamara is more than a little
cagey when it comes to talking about the
principles behind the venture.

She has worked in circuses where animals are
put through their paces - Billy Smart’s for in-
stance.

The Hassanis first met while working there
together and David Smart is her brother-in-
law. “Let's just say | have nothing against
animals performing in the ring. But our fa-
mily have always done specialty acts and
have never needed to rely on any talents
other than our own. Now | think it's time
we artists were given a crack of the whip."

Wanted

Due to expansion of show, need clowns
and useful help - no performers. Show
opens Nov. 3rd, two weeks earlier than
expected.
BILL BRICKLE
Wonderland Circus Revue
Box 26 Cope, SC - 29038




FOR IMMEDIATE SALE

BILL GOLDEN'S ALL TIGER AGT

10 TIGERS

SUMATRAN — BENGALS — SIBERIANS

SELLING WITH FULLY EQUIPPED TRACTOF
AND TRAILER, ARENA, CAGES, FREEZER,
PROPS — EVERYTHING.

Write Or Call:

LARRY CARDEN

417 - 833 - 3064

Rte. 2 Willard, Mo. 65781
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2611 Eisenhauer

FOR SALE

BAND WAGON — Like new. Can be used as downtown bally wagon for circuses,
Carnivals, or fairs, or on the lot, Can be pulled by a truck or ponies.

- $1,500.00 -
Have Tangley Calliope and light plant that can be used with it — $3,500
BOB ATTERBURY

— If Interested Immediate Delivery —

San Antonio, Texas 78206

HOXIE BROS. (Continued)

beth Campas, low wire/slack wire and un-
supported ladder on wire; Mr. Fred (Ramon
and Tamara Espana) Bizarre Baggage; Color
Book Pitch; Clown turn with Larry Rich,
Carlos and Juan Campa and Rick Parrott;
Lisner Duo (Charles and Dana Armstrong)
hanging perch and perch pole; Clown turn
at front ring curb “The Washer Women";
The Campa Sisters and Juan Carlos, unicy-
ling; Regalito & Co., the Campa Family in
musical comedy; Clown boxing number;
Miss Danuska (Dana Anderson) swinging
head stand on trapeze and juggling rings;
Balloon Pitch; Ramon Espana, rola bola,
on top of five cylinders, alternating with
horizontal and vertical ones; Aerial Ballet
with three girls on web, featuring Freddie
White on Roman rings; Hoxie Bros. Migh-
ty Mites, & large baby elephants, put thru
their paces by Chuck Armstrong.

| REPDRT |
EDUCATIONAL SEMINAR

Minnesota Alley 19, Clowns of America, held
its 2nd Annual Educational Seminar, Sept. 27
at the Lost Spur Country Club, Mendota, Minn
The schedule of events included: White face
make-up, Nancy McGee; Auguste make-up,
Dennis Phelps; Tramp make-up, Bob Stanek;
Costumes, Betty Cash; Eye wear for clowns,
Paul Griffin; Props, Richard Mero; Circus
Stunts, Ed Mitzler; Magic, Lorane Abramson;
Jugaling, Bruce Stone; Balloon sculpture, Wal-
ter Boelter; Wrap-up, questions and answer
period.

Officers presented were: Bob Achterling, pres-
ident: Ruth Erkkila, 1st vice president; Nancy
McGee, 2nd vice president; Donella Hoffman,
treasurer; Pat Roeser, secretary; Lorane Abra-
mson, membership coordinator and Paul Grif-
fin, COA state representative.
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RINGLING/BLUE (Continued)

Another first American appearance was pre-
sented with the fearless performance of the
Grantcharovi (father, mother, son) at the top
of the arena. Although it was hard to imagine
the strain there must have been on the father
as he carried the weight of his wife, who in
turn supported her son through various man-
euvers, it was all made to look so effortiess.
The crowd almost came to its feet at the fi-
nale when father, with son on his shoulders
stood on a bar then dove forward and made
a complete circle to once again stand on the
bar to a thunderous round of applause.

Then came the spec and one of the most spec-
tacular aerial acts yet presented. Johnny Zop-
pe, Jr. and his wife Betty, descended from fire
streaming rockets to ropes suspended beneath
to perform some dazzling aerobatics while
son Mario operated the ground controls. Just
when you thoroughly felt they'd done every-
thing, they came up with another trick to de-
light the eye. '

The second half opened with another first,
Karoly Donnert and his tigers. A well pre-
sented act which after a clown interlude re-
sumed with his amazing horseback-riding ti-
gers, with the tigers mounting and dismount-
ing while the horses were in motion,

Then it was the horses again with the Slavovi,
Richters and Romanovi, again with pyramids
and hurtling from horse to horse (some of the
tricks as in the previous equestrian act but
still unique in its own way).

Always a favorite with the American aud-
ience is the teeterboard act. Filling the three
rings were the Wozniak and Kehaiovi, both
with a 5-man high, and the Oblocki with a
6-man high. However, the trick that almost
brought about a standing ovation was the
young performer in the Oblocki whp perfor-
med a somersault off the teeterboard while
wearing stilts.

FOR SALE

AIR CALLIOPES

44 Whistles, Loud, Hand Played
Portable — Reasanable

$2.00 for Color Photos and Information
NEW AGE CALLIOPES

215 Elva Drive Aptos, Calif. 95003

The very colorful Elephant Calypso number
was presented by the Gautier family. It was
fast paced and ended with the crowd pleas-
ing long-mount and headstand and bow by

a single elephant.

|f ever a showman appears to thoroughly en-
joy his work it is that mischevious Michu. Af-
ter appearing earlier as an organ grinder with
a giant monkey he now presents his version of
the indominatble superman. It was hard 1o
tell who had more fun - Michu or his audience

There is nothing more awe inspiring than a
well performed high wire act and the Guer-
reros are certainly one of the best. Werner's
headstand and rope jumping were outstanding
as were his and Jeannie's leaps to the wire ov-
er each other’s backs. Father Arturo was suf-
ficiently recovered from a recent illness to &!-
low the act to perform their pyramid with
Jeannie in the chair. But it is Jeannie's wal
across the wire with Werner atop her shoul-
ders that has the crowd yelling its approval
and clapping its heart out. Add to this lov-
ely young lady's talents the fact that she
designs and makes all the dazzling costumes
for the troupe.

Last single act was the amazing motorcycle
maneuvers of Victor Urias and Douglas Mac
Valley in the Globe of Death. Aithough a
short performance it was well chosen for

the finale.
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- e NE bolo Trio and the Zunigas.
Two rings of white samoyeds were then put
CIRCUS VARGAS through their paces by Jan and Aly. A breath-

BY KEN HOLEHOUSE

Circus Vargas, the show that bills itself as
“America's Big Top Giant,"” rolled its giant
caravan of trucks and trailers into Chicago
this past month, playing shnpninw:mtar lo-
cations throughout the suburbs. We caught
the show in Tinley Park and in Homeweed
and were astounded at the colossal extrava-
mn Clifford Vargas has put under his 90,

square feet big top. The show is a glitter-
ing spectacle of superstar circus acts from all
over the world and it appears that no expense
is{sp_ared mounting this 2% hour celebration
of circus.

After seeing Circus Vargas promaos which pop-

ped up everywhere on Chicago TV for weeks
and after seeing paper touting the show past-
ed all over the Chicago area, we were expec-
ting the best. We weren't disappointed.
Before the performance, the clowns were
pitching coloring books and the photo-filled
programs. We had the pleasure of talking
with Dale Longmire who is producing clown
of Vargas' talented and funny clown alley.
Though many of the gags are standard - the
tooth pull, long shirt, chase, etc. - the rou-
tines are fresh and well executed in these ca-
pable hands. We also chatted with Billy Mc
Cabe, a charming merry-maker whose clown-
ing has spanned decades, continents and a
variety of circuses.

As Joe Pon's senorous baritone announced
the opening of the show we sat back with the
capacity crowd and eagerly anticipated the
show that Joe told us would be in the tradi-
tion of the old-time circus. The brightly lit
opening spec brought all the performers and
animals into the tent for a colorful, bespang-
led tour around the track. When one sees the
track and all three rinp filled with animals,
and people, one is again impressed with the
bigness of this show.

The exciting parade is quickly replaced by the
Knops center ring perch pole act, a perform-
ance displaying an extraordinary blend of
strength and balance. Their capable act con-
cludes with a free standing double perch top-
ping out at 40 feet to the top of the tent.
The next display opened all three rings to
three fast paced, hard working juggling acts
featuring the Osmani Sisters whose dexterity
was highlighted by strobe lights and the Dia-

taking trapeze ensemble with Miss Najean ov-
er ring one and Miss Krystyna over ring three
followed. The Franconi Duo simultaneously
do some rather muscular acrobatics in a beau-
tiful trapeze display over the center ring.

Three rings of liberty horses come charging
into the big top, put through their paces by
the elegent Henri Wagneur. Henri puts his
charges through a vanety of maneuvers at 2
fairly sJow, controlled pacing. The bucking
‘Capriole’ is featured next followed by the_
mythical horse Pegesus flying out of the mist
of the smoke filled center ring. Pegesus, the
flying horse, adomed with wings and a buck-
ing spirit, is played by the white stallion Gen-
eral Vargas,

Thep m reads “The Wallenda legend
lives on"" and indeed it does in the act featur-
ing the grand-daughter of Karl. Balancing on
a chair, balanced on a thin pole supported

on the shoulders of the other two members
of the Zaltanas troupe who are riding bicyles
across the high wire 40 ft. from the pavement,
Delilah Wallenda Troffer does a thrilling and
heart stopping performance as she slowly
stands up on the delicately balanced chair.

After a clown routine got our stopped hearts
beating again, we were treated to the Ventura
and the Armon Duo and The Kneisleys - again
high above the three rings of Circus Vargas. To
finish the first half of the show, the amazing
Carlos Twins, whose contortions and acroba«
tics and gifted sense of dance blended togeth-
er in a marvelously original act. We were ama-
zed by the strength of these petite ladies and
their long set featured unbelievable feat after
another.

After intermission the Flying Espanas and

the Flying Larrays finish their superb aerial
acrobatics by each doing the triple somer-
sault. §

Wayne Ragen then presents a cage full of lions
and tigers who obey him without question. He
kisses all the lions on the lips and shakes hands
(paws) and hugs most of them, but doesn’t
share his romantic moments with his tigers.
His quiet, studied control over his charges is
beautiful to behold and in the tradition of
some of the finest animal training we've ever
seen.

After an interlude with the gorgeous Varget-

{Continued on Page 29)
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in the [T
FAMED ELEPHANT DIES

A bull elephant given to the Knoxville, Tenn
Zoo in 1936 by Ringling Bros. and Barnum
& Bailey Circus, died recently of unknown
causes,
Dle Diamond, said to be the largest African
bull elephant in captivity , sired the first ele-
phant to be bomn in the western hemisphere.
A zoo official says the 31 year old animal
was eating and drinking well when keepers
checked him the day before he died. The
next moming when the gates were opened
they found him on his knees and shortly
afterwards he was pronounced dead.
In 1975, experts who examined Ole Diamond
said he was suffering from a kidney ailment
and had only two or three years to live. But
two years later, after several miscues, he sir-
ed the first of two calves and officials dismis-
sed the earlier diagnosis.
Ole Diamond became the impetus for the zoo
expansion program when he was given to the
city by the circus.
At ane time he demolished his enclosure and
ripped out its plumbing. The city tried to
give him away but there were no takers. They
even talked of having him killed, but the
Knoxville Journal launched a drive that rais-
:d $22,000 to build him a new and stronger
ome.

Acts

Among the variety acts booked by Chuck
Burnes, Special Events Manager at Knott's
Berry Farm in Buena Park, Calif., during the
summer were:

Steppin’ Stones, novelty tap; Jerry Layne &
Friends, ventriloquist; Mark Kalin & Linda, il-
lusions; Norm Nielsen, illusions; Gene Bell,
tap; Glenn Falkenstein, mentalist; The Wil-
lettys, juggling/one finger stand; Frances Wil-
lard, Spinit Cabinet; The Ferges Troupe, tram-

poline; Stan Allen, magic comedy; Nick Lucas,

vocalist; The Company, illusions; Scot-
ty Plummer, banjo; The Saxons, unicycle/jug-
gling duo; Les Arnold & Co., illusions and
Juse Gonzales Gonzale s, novelty act.

They appeared in the Wednesday ““Variety
On Stage" shows in the Good Time Theatre.
Some of the acts were booked through the
Walter Trask Agency of Los Angeles.

CIRCUS VARGAS (Continued)

tes on the web, the stallions return for a
dressage display with Tina Risdon, Darlene
Williams and Alysoun Seacat, Miss Kathy
follows with a display of trick riding in the
Cossack tradition.

Cloud swingers Miss Irene and Le Gran Ro-
ber made our hearts step again with their dar-
ing leg catches and plunges to the pavement.
Risley was wwell handled by the Anastasini
brothers whose double somersault was beyond
belief and rola bola was in the good hands of
the Hugos and the Gonzalves.

Eleven elephants closed the show in a lively
smooth running three ring display directed

by Rex Williams. Rex was joined in the pro-
duction by his wife Eva and the Vargettes.
One final note, the band is brassy and loud,
playing a variety of trendy popular tunes well
suited to the acts. The lighting is some of the
best we've seen in a circus tent; the sound is
clear and the volume is just right.

Circus Vargas has had some serious problems
in Chicago this summer. Shirley, an elephant,
broke her leg when she slipped during a long
mount. She is recuperating at the linois
Equine Hospital and reportedly receiving get
well cards by the hundreds. And an animal
truck overturned on a rain slicked expressway
killing a pony, a camel and a llama. We share
the sadness caused by these tragic Josses.

CHECKERS & PATCHES (Steve Baker and
Gary Ray) featured clowns at Six Flags Ov-
er Texas for the past three seasons, are on a
cross-country tour and visited with CHUCK
BURNES at Knott's Berry Farm. They will
be in San Francisco, Las Vegas, New York

and other locations within a 3 week period.

LEE and KATHY MERRITT (The Rolls Duo
cradle act); the YOUNG TROUPE (teeter-
board act) and GEORGE HUBLER were seen
on the Circus Vargas lot in the Chicago area.

HARRY J. JENKINS tells about some of his
circus experiences in a special article appear-
ing in the Sept. 1980 issue of “Off The Key-
boards" magazine.

THE TANGER TROUPE of tumblers are
working on the Texas Shrine dates.
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BENTLEY BROS, (Continued)

one and evidentally previous producers tried
to get by with as little as possible, and it does
make a difference when you bring in a good
show and do not burn up the territory. All
towns, including the new ones, have been re-
signed and also expansion plans for both tours
are anticipated for 1981,

Having the top teeterboard, risley and contor-
tion acts in the business certainly provided
strong points and Tommy's love of horses and
having dressage, liberty and rosinbacks certain-
ly took Bentley Bros. out of the average lea-
gue and put it into the big class. All perform-
ers had beautiful wardrobe and were profes-
sional in every way. Under the watchful eyes
of both Chuck and Tommy the show ran
smoothly and was fast-paced, with minimum
problems, and yours truly did not even get
“brain leakage” this time around.

Like the spring tour, the esprit de corps
among the personnel was tops and everyone
in the backyard got along fine and enjoyed
working and living together. Tommy and
Chuck set the pace for a congenial show.
Doris Galambos really stole the show as the
stooge for Adele & Gory as | have never seen
a more impressive one and Doris really would

Monkeys For Sale

Baboons $300-500
1 yr. old yellow female, collar broke,
lady trainer preferred
Infants up to 6 months old

Ring-tail Capuchins
Cinnamon female, 7 years
Black-capped weeper female, 20 yrs

Proven breeder
Wild-caught juveniles and adults

Pig tail Macaques, adult males $350
Squirrel monkeys $350

Some other species available on special
request.

Surplus Animals Wanted

$300-450

MARMOSET BREEDING FARM, INC.
P. 0. Box 1104
Riverview, Florida - 33569

Phone: (813) 677 - 3542

AVAILABLE

LION ACT

Working 5 to 19 Animals

Presently breaking tiger into act

Have worked Shopping Centers
since 1973

Fully Self-Contained
and

Full Insurance Coverage

Phone: Dorothy Cicchetti
INTERNATIONAL LION SHOWS, INC.
212 - 358 - 8947

get carried away, even pushing ringmaster
Tommy Bentley on occasion. Not only that,
but when required, she even jumped right

in and helped Jim Zoppe in the riding act.
What a trouper she is. . .

The closing show in Springfield, Mo., was
crazy as might be expected with many acts
having surprise endings, like Tommy Bentley
presenting the top mounter of the Young
Troupe with fresh cut flowers after the four
man high, or Doris appearing as a local male
“bumpkin® in the riding act, Chuck Clancy
appearing all in white on Jim Zoppe's rosin-
back in spec, but the best part of all was Ben
De Wayne in semi-drag swishing through the
elephant number doing bumps and grinds
that had not been done in years.

Cycle sluts, eat your hearts out - Ben is way
ahead of you! Of course the frosting on the
cake was Ben running over at the end of the
bull number and planting a kiss on ringmas-
ter Bentley which completely unnerved him
and surprised the ole veteran of the sawdust
trail, and believe me, it takes a lot to un-
nerve Tommy.
The surprise act of all was the circus debut
(Continued on Page 31)
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HELEN WILSON — show Organist
(Own Equipment) 704 - 786 - 4563 - Write
Box 1167, Concord, NC - 28025.

=HOTLINE |

Sept. 22 - Mt. Stering, Ky - The Carson & Bar-
nes Circus set up in an all day rain, then at 3
p.m. strong winds came up and a sudden gust
hit the tent, lifted the big top up into the air,
tore it to pieces and tossed in onto the horse
trailers. There were no injuries and the 5 p.m.
show went on in the open air.

BENTLEY BROS. (Continued)

of Rudolph Delmonte (Fritz) as this was his
first major circus since the formation of his
unique and crwod pleasing contortion act. It
has been a long time since towners have wait-
ed around to get autographs or have given
standing ovations and years of hard practice
has paid off for Pinky, as he is known in the
trade and to his friends.

All in all, it was guite a tour for Bentley Bros
Circus and already both Tommy and Chuck
are working to make their 1981 season even
bigger and better. The Good Lord willing, |
will return to their show next year, and an-
ticipate another successful season.

 REPURT

BY KEN BENSON

The Carden-Johnson Circus played Alexan-
dria, La., on Sept. 13-14, drawing good
crowds for all performances.

The show was really strong, with a big
clown alley and very heavy on animal acts.
Featured were Eddie Steeples bears, Curt
Szmanski’s chimps, the show owned horse
and elephant acts worked by Bobby Gibbs
who also does a great job doing many other
turns in the show, as well as being the ani-
mal superintendent.

Cleo Plunkett was outstanding as the ring-
master. Music was by an organ and drums.

PEOPLE

DAVID HAMMARSTROM, author of the
book “Behind The Big Top” has been mak-
ingsome TV and radio guest appearances
to promote his book on the west coast.

STEVE TIGNER, publisher of the “Journal
of Magic History" and family visited the
Ringling-Bamum Red Unit at Toledo, Ohio.

JIM PARKER, clown and advance man who
has been with Bentley Bros. Circus, is visiting
his family in Nebraska before heading for
Florida for the winter months.

BOB MOORE’s Mongrel Revue recently clos-
ed at Knott’s Berry Farm’s Fiesta Plaza after
a 13 week summer engagement.

CIRCUS BOOK “The Circus Life and
Adventures of Adam Bardy” - A truly inter-
esting life story for old-timers especially,

Only $7.95 a copy. Order from: Adam
{ Bardy, Thompson, Conn. 06277.

r.

-
WINDOW CARDS
3 BUMPER STICKERS

THE BEST INVESTMENT
YOU CAN MAKE!

YOU WILL U
AGAIN AND

A MUST FOR EVERY
HAUNTED HOUSE!

Mo €aC0STUMES

3108 Monroe Road
Charlotte, North Carolina 28205




