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Wire Walker Falls
Officials at Mary's Help Hospital in Daly City (Calif.) report that high wire performer Thom-

as (Toby) Reed (24) is still in critical condition. He is suffering from internal injuries and has bro-
ken both legs and both arms.

Reed was performing in the PAL Circus at the Cow Palace, just south of San Francisco
(Calif.) when he apparently lost his balance during the Nov. 21st matinee performance, then fell
to the concrete floor, about 40 feet below.

One spectator, David Quinn, tolrf CR,
"he almost lost his balance when stepping out
on the wire. Then he went across to the other
side, turned around and fell."

it's sold
Polack Bros. Circus has been sold. Read the
story on Page 11, of today's issue.

The Future?
An u n c e r t a i n future is ahead for a varied group
of exotic animals housed on the north bank of
the Pajaro River, near Salinas, Calif. Their own-
er, Mickey Solomen, was killed in a head-on
highway accident on Nov. 18th, while out ob-
taining food for his charges.

At the present time only a four months old cub
(Continued on Page 2)

A VAILABLE FOR LIMITED ENGAGEMENTS

HOLLYWOOD ELEPHANTS
Contact

JUDY JACOBSKAYE
Suite 519 • 1680 North Vine Street • Hollywood. California • 9i

Area Code 213 • 462-6001
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show program
The Nov. 13th engagement of Patterson Bros.
Circus at Benton Harbor, Mich., was produced
by Mrs. Ida Patterson, who is carrying on her
late husband's work.

Two performances were presented with Les Gib-
son doing the announcing. Music was provided
by the Henneberry Family and clowning was
handled by Les Gibson and Irvin Romig (Ricky
the clown).

The program included: L«e and Rita Henneberry,
juggling; Clowns and the comedy car; The Bar-
ry Miller family, comedy trapeze; Clowns, a long
distance call; Gloria Peebles Busy Bees (monkeys
and dogs); Clowns, the trombone; Lee and Rita
Henneberry, magic and trunk illusion; the Mil-
ler Bros., cradle; Gloria Peebles, dogs; Clowns
and the Hot Dog; Unicycling by the Henne-
berry Family; Clowns, balancing feats; Gorgo,
Gordo & Co., gorilla parody (was the first time
they used two gorillas in the act).

Kaye Scheiman

The new Buffalo Bill Wild West litho book has
been gaining good reception and is said to be an
ideal item for anyone's library.

Thank You
JOHNNY WALKER, Jr.

With Hoxie Bros. Circus in 1976
for your purchase of a Chevrolet

"SA VE MONEY WITH JOHNNY"

JOHNNY CANOLE

465 N E 10?n<1 St'fPi
M.am Shoi«s Fla 33138
306' 761 0206

7100 S'««h Avenue
Aitoon* Pa 16602

(814' 9449347
Of 94*0003

THE CIRCUS REPORT n published each week by
Don Mdrcks, 525 Oak St.. El Cerrito. Cal. 94530.

SUBSCRIPTION: $12.00 per year

ADVERTISING RATES: Minimum ad $2.50;
Quarter Page $5.00; Half Page $10.00; Full Page
$20.00 (Color work $5.00 extra per color).

UNCERTAIN' FUTURE (Continued)

who was also injured in the accident, has an as-
sured future. A in . -ad has taken the young lion
and is paying for his vet expenses.
Left without anyone to care for them are 14
African lions, 20 cougars, 12 wolves, hyena,
an ape and several goats. They were either pur-
chased outright by Solomen, or given to him
by owners who could no longer handle their
exotic pets.

Solomen exhibited his animals at shopping cen-
ters, carnivals and other such special events. It
had been his dream that someday he couid es-
tablish a "natural" zoo in the area where he
lived.

SPECIAL
Read about the upcoming TV Special "Gala
Gala" in next weekVtssue of Circus Report.

•
...

NOW AVAILABLE
BOOKING for late 1976 and for the

Season of 1977.

THE ALL STAR CHIMPS - featuring
"Chipper" the world's highest stilt walk-
ing chimp (a 6 minute act).

SHARON and her PRIZE WINNING
DANCING STALLION - an outstanding
display of equestrain dressage (an 8
minute act).

Please contact:

SHARON VIDBEL
Box 22

Winham, N. Y. - 12496
Phone: (518) 734-4137
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77 PLANS
As the Holiday Season gets underway, John
Strong, who has four units on the road, has an-
nounced plans for the upcoming 1977 season.
The show equipment is wintered at the Las Ve-
gas Valley Zoo, John told CR last week, and we
won't actually go out until Spring, thus mak-
ing it a short tour next year.

According to John his circus will drop 50 towns
on the west coast next year. However, these
dates, and others, will be played by a small
show, managed by Bill Birchfield and called
"This Is Magic." The show will operate from
January to April.

Another unit, sponsored by John, will also op-
erate during those months under the independ-
ent direction of Betty Wendany. The unit will
feature animal acts and is scheduled to play
schools, shopping centers and special sponsor-
ed dates.

In April both of these units will be merged into
the Big John Strong & Son Circus for its regu-
lar tour. The circus will head east, playing dates
for Hollo way Productions, starting May 15th,
at which time additional acts and a band will
be added.

WANT
IMMEDIATE INFORMATION NEEDED

ON THE WHEREABOUTS OF

(Former Ringhng People)

TINA GONZALEZ MARTINELLI
(Former Aerialist/Trapeze)

and

HARRY FIELDS - CLOWN
(His late wife was an aerialist/trapeze and his
son TONY lived in Chicago).

Last seen in Philadelphia in 1959

Contact: A. GORDON
P.O. Box 1157
Fort Lee, N. J. - 07024

Phone: (201)461-2521 or (609) 344^405

- COLLECT -

The show's midway will be enlarged with a full
side show operated by John Strong, Jr. Mean-
while Bill Schreiber has been appointed full-
time manager of the John Strong Circus.

AVAILABLE
BONNIE & C L Y D E ' S N A S H V I L L E A L B U M

"A sensational album, highly recommended for your col-
lection, by a super talented team."

Billy Barton, Circus Report

For album, plus autographed 8x10 send $5.00 to:

B. & C. Enterprizes, P. O. Box 1593, DeLand, Fla. • 32720

SEE BONNIE & CLYDE ON THE HAGEN WALLACE
SELLS & GRAY COMBINED CIRCl'S IN 1977
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If Mm hum you can still
get your Christmas Greeting
ad in for the big Holiday
issue of Qrcus Report

The deadline is Dec. llth,
so hurry!

PAL C I R C U S
The program presented at San Francisco's Cow
Palace for the annual PAL Circus on Nov. 20-21
which was produced by Charles Germaine,
featured:
Wade Burck, tigers; Miss Astra, sponge dive;
Clown prize Tight; Great Valentino and Thomas
Reed, high wires: Herta Klauser, white tiger and
elephant; Clowns; David & Irena, cradle; Chris,
slack wire; Los Latinos, tightwire; Wai-Tims,
risley; Web number (7 girls); John Cuneo, ele-
phants; The Flying Artons; Clown Wedding;
KJauser's bears; The Great Huberto, slide for
life; The Bouncing Lees, trampoline; Clowns
on Parade; Seven Alexanders, teeterboard;
3 baby elephants; Renee and Diana, single
traps; the clowns; Elephants in long mount.

LION ACT - FOR SALE
Fast moving 8 lionesses with 10 minutes of
pyramids, leaps, barrell rolls, hurdles, sirups,
pirouettes, fire jumps, etc. Anyone can work

Complete with like new arena, shifting cages,
props, late model diesel tractor, with 40 foot
furniture van. Capable cat trainer available if
you desire.

BEST CASH OFFER

Call after 9 p.m. to: (313) 463-1561

WALT KING or GARY BRUNKE

FOR SALE
USED TIME CLOCKS and NUMBERING
MACHINES Simplex.

Call: BOB ZANOTTI
(415)347-1467

ATTENTION SANSOU SHOW FOLKS
.The International All-Star Circus, produced by Jim Nordmark
and managed by Mines Pucker, will appear at Sarasota's beau-
tiful Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall after a two year
absence from Sarasota. »

Show date is Monday, December 13th, at 8»30 p.m., and of
course, all show folk are welcome as guests of the manage-
ment.

However, house rules at the Performing Arts Hall require
that everyone must have a numbered ticket. So, if you wish
to attend as a welcome guest, please feel free to call or
write into our off Joe and we will happily provide courtesy
tickets. This will assure you of a seat and hopefully avoid
offending any of our fellow Sarasota show folks.

Please contact the International All-Star Circus, Circus
Plaza Building, 1770 Wood Street (Highway 41 at Osprey
Avenue), Sarasota, Florida 33577. The Phone isi (813)
366-1434.
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BILLY BARTON
HOWARD SUESZ HAS rallied to new interests after
selling his Clyde Bros. Circus to the Garden-Johnson
Corp. • an outright sale spread over several years. "I
almost went crazy from inactivity those first three
months," the showman disclosed. "In fact I had a
heart attack and was bedridden for ten weeks." How-
ard has established "game rooms" (pool tables, etc) in
a number of Texas locations, including Edinburg (on
the Mexican border) where he is now based. The show-
man also bought and rennovated an old farm at Santa
Rosa and seems to be dabbling successfully in real
estate.

This winter will find Howard Suesz trekking ofl to
Europe to visit circuses. Will the showman resume a
circus career after a three year hiatus? "By that time,"

.he says, "who knows?" Well....old habits die hard.

ROYAL HANNEFORD's return to Shrine dates this
fal' (starting with Baltimore, Nov. 2-6) was greeted by
a i jusing editorial in the Baltimore News American:
"I or some 46 yaars Baltimorians have patronized the
l inne Circus, but this Bicentennial gala extravaganza
ncluded thrills far beyond those presented in pre-

vious years." End quote.

DOWN RUMOR ROAD: That PAUL KAYE has can
celled Puerto Rico. . . .That HALL's BEARS and CAR
MEN's BABOONS may appear at the Onstage Circus
starting in Feb....That PETER LUVAS may take his
Globe of Death to FAMOUS HUNT. . . .and that the
STERLING FOREST theme park may not reopen its
doors in '77.

FLASH !! The Ringling Tent Rumor has been re-ac-
tivated by buzzings that a famous indoor circus has
been approached to be the nucleus of its perform-
ance!

BLINKO (Ernie BurcM writes that he did NOT have
a heart attack in San Antonio, that he suffered heart
palpitations and spent four days in a hospital to have
his medication checked....The STEELE GAONA FLY
ERS played New Orleans for Royal Hanneford and
will be with Circus Odyssey in Puerto Rico....SANDY
and MICHELLE OOBRITCH bought a town house in
Vegas....A documentary is in the works for flying star
TERRY C A V A R E T T A . . . . T h e Onstage Cabaret rec
cently featured TEO and LISA STEWART (the Com
mancherosL.JIM NORDMARK is reported to be
planning a second unit for spot dates....HARRY

RAWLS. and son DAVID, are busy at Hugo building
their new "rep" tenter....CIRCUS WORLD is coming
out with its own newspaper called CIRCUS T O P I C S

The Command Performance for the Queen of Eng-
land seems to hold a Jinx - at least for the FLYING
TERRELLSand GENE MENDEZ . . The FORNASARI
FAMILY are wintering in Lakeland (Fla)....FARLYN
JACOBSEN is presenting the new 5 elephant act
trained by BUCKLES WOODCOCK....DON BASHAM
left Royal Hanneford....Ringmaster KIT KASKETT will
be with one of the RBBB units....New Circus World
wardrobe was executed by PEGGY DAY and PEG
COBURN for the debut of DELILAH (age 4) and
SHANNON (age 7) whose cute costumes match Mom
and Dad's - the WOODCOCKS. Peggy Day also made
new costumes for Barbara and Buckles.

SHOTGUN PAGE writes that CARL ALBRIGHT has
framed a school show which is headed his way and
that former circus side show mgr. "HOOT" BLACK is
now retired and living in Athens (A la ) . . T h e FLYING
DELLS (Bill and Betty Woods) are hanging it up at
season's end to pursue new endeavors in Vegas HA
GEN-WALLACE. SELLS & GRAY reopens Apr. 3rd..
..One of TAJANA's baby tigers was named BOUMI -
after that Shrine Temple.

RBBB CIRCUS WORLD HEADLINES: THE FLY
ING LANES is becoming o ne of those "must see"
attractions. PAT LANE is catching triples and the
act has worked out a passing leap involving three
leapers....Lion tamer JEWEL NEW features the
"world's only motorcycle riding lion"....Lovely BON-
NIE BALE premiered her new long-reins Lipizzan....
And the CORONAS are launching a new aerial act
(being kept under wraps) which I suspect to be a
"rocket type" act for STEVIE.

The craziest party of the year was CW's Halloween
bash with TREVOR BALE winning first prize for his
famous tramp outfit, from his comedy-bike days;
where daughter BONNIE was a st rut t ing sensation as
busty, lusty MAE WEST and where STEVIE CORONA
upset everyone appearing as a "fig newton"! High-
lighting the event was JEWEL NEW (The Blond Fonz)
streaking thru the shindig on his baby blue chopper.
(Stevie couldn't focus her camera fast enough). Jewel
won the apple bobbing contest and JORGE CORONA

(Continued on Page 16)
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Carson & Barnes gave d street parade at Texar-
kana. Texas on Nov. 11th. Their last three days
were played in extreme cold with snow falling
dt the closing spot.

An unusual feature of the Beatty-Cole date in
New Orleans, as reported by Charles Koehler, Jr.
was the fact that one end of the big top was set
up on grass while the other end was on the hard
surface. Charles was also a visitor on the Dia-
mond S Rodeo which was promoted by phones
by Mr. Donaldson. No advertising at all.

The Arthur Stones, advance agents and clowns
for Dailey Bros, have returned to their home;
Art reports the bad publicity about the show
was blown up by the press, because of a "fired
female" employee.

This reporter has knowledge of a circus sale
but is unable to report details at this time.
Whether the show will operate under its old
title or go out under a new one has yet to be
decided. But the sale is not a Ringling show
situation.
Col. Harry Jenkins, organist, has finished a tour
that took him over 21,000 miles of highways.
He isn't planning a full season next year, due
to doctor's orders.
Coco, the Clown's stage show has been booked
for Bastrop, La., for Dec. 17th. The phone room
for that same show at Monroe on Dec. 16 has
finished its operation and reports a good gross.
Some sponsors "double dip" that is they will
sponsor two shows, for instance one organiza-
tion sponsored the Beatty-Cole show in Oct.,
and now will sponsor a clown show in Dec.

. M. L. DUPONT

WANTED
35 mm Color Slides and B&W pictures of both
Hoxie Bros, and Hoxie's Great American
Circus for the season of 1976.

COL. ED SMITH
1800 S. E. St. Lucie Blvd. - 6-302

Stuart, Florida 33494

NEW FILM
Actress Liv I ' l lmas will play the role of circus
artist Manuela Rosenburg in the upcoming Him
"The Snake Egg." This is the first film that
Ingmar Bergman has ever made outside of
Sweden. He started directing films in 1944.

David Carradine will play the part of a Jewish
trapeze artist, Abel Rosenberg.

The film, called a horror movie, is set in Ger-
many between Nov. 3 and 11, 1923. "In this
terrible week," says Bergman, "poverty and in-
flation kept the population in a continuous
state of fear and most people had lost faith in
the future." (Adolf Hitler led an unsuccessful
putsch in Munich on Nov. 9, 1923).

ERMA and ARLO SPARTON WACH celebrat-
ed their 50th wedding anniversary on Nov. 27th

BOB YERKES and several Hollywood stunt
men were seen in a special about their danger-
ous work on a Thanksgiving Day TV feature.

BOB EMRICO is booking Christmas shows for
his magic and clown numbers in the San Fran-
cisco (Calif.) area.

FOR SALE
OLD TIME CIRCUS POSTERS

Authentic reproductions of original Circus
lithographs dating from 1894 to 1925.
Descriptive folder to hold same is included
with each order.

4 Posters and Folder
$5.50 p.p.

JIM ELLIOTT
P. O. Box 23

Mason, Mich. 48854

I am always interested in purchasing photos
of pre-1950's circuses.
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WANTED
[ 1 ] - Sword and knife for point-to-point

mouth balancing act.
[ 2 ] - Balancing perch pole
(3] -Perch pole chair and pedestal for a

teeterboard act

Call: BOB ELLER

(313) 689-0197 (Evenings)
(313) 583-9115 (Ext. 381) - (days)

Or Write: BOB ELLER
Miller Elementary School

400 East LaSalle
Madison Heights, Mich. - 48071

In Memoriam .
HELEN HAVEN, a long-time circus performer,
died at a Phoenix, Ariz., hospital after a long
illness, on Oct. 28th. Her surviving husband,
Whity Haven, resides at 2418 East Monroe, in
Phoenix.

JOE UZDAVINIS, of the Enchanted Forest at
Old Forge, N. Y., died of a heart attack on Nov
15th. Just this past June, his wife, Mary Edna,
was killed in a tragic auto accident.

GEORGE and JOY ADAMSON have parted af-
ter 33 years of marriage. Their work withllions
in Africa resulted in the book and film "Born
Free."

FOR SALE
Chrome Hand or Sword Balancing Lad-
der • 3 piece, 15 ft. self-supporting.

Also 3 ft chrome and mirrored turn
table.

All in Excellent Condition

$750 or Best Offer
Phone: (707) 546-7963

Fair Date
The Oler Entertainment Productions closed the
1976 Fair Season with a Grandstand Circus at
Orangeburg (SC) on Oct. 11-16.
The program featured: Al and Joyce Vidbel's
liberty ponies (8) and elephants; Sir Alexander,
wire; Sharon's chimp and pony; Joe Smiley &
Co., MC, illusions; Alice and her Gypsy Birds:
Sharon's dancing horse and Bob and Edna Top,
skaters.
Wesley Oler reports the grandstand attend-
ance broke all records. Vidbel's Petting Zoo
and elephant rides were placed in the area and
music was directed by Florine Oler.

TV SPOT
Acts working on the George Burns TV special
on Dec. 1st, booked by Simone Finner, were:
Lancelot Chimps; Charlie Ramo, low wire and
the Rego Bros., jugglers.

AVAILABLE FOR BOOKINGS AFTKR JULY 1, 1977

MARCANS
MALE AFRICAN LIONS

(First Time to Tour U.S A. Best Male Lion Act Available)
Contact

JOSIP MARCAN
818 13th Avenue Gieen Bay. Wisconsin 54304

Phone (414)432569?
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FOR SALE
20 ft. round Moon Bounce. Clown Face Jumping
Jack by Sinda.

No Holes No Patches Like New • Used Very Little

52,000

1975 • 36 ft. fully self-contained Fifth Wheel House
Trailer. Been on the road 1'/> years Ism Excellent
Condition.

$9,000

For details write to: The Hartzell's
P.O. Box 42114
Las Vegas. Nev. 89104

GAYLORD MAYNARD (with his horse Chief
Bear and Paw) has been signed for a lead role in
the upcoming Paramount film "Dr. Jekyll and
P. W. Grant."
BOB WELZ, juggler, is appearing at the Copa
Cabana in Rhodes, Greece. Last month he was

BOB WELZ, juggler, is currently at the Copa
Cabana in Athens, Greece. Last month he work-
ed at the C'opa Cabana in Rhodes.
JOY and DICK ROBERTS, former wild animal
trainers, now keep five pet lions at their home
near Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.
MICHU, RBBB midget, was presented with the
key to the city at Bridgeport, Conn., where he
toured the city and visited the local graves of
Tom Thumb.
MIKE DEAN, clown, Tell during the balloon

Gunnar Amandis Helen Amandis

AMANDIS ENTERTAINMENT
Artists Representative

619 North
Lockwoodndge Rd

Sarasota.FIa
(813)9bb7506

Baby Chimpanzees

Each one has been hand raised
Wormed — Acclimated

Shipment via Air Freight Anywhere
Healthy, Live Arrival Guaranteed

We are the largest U. S. importers
Have operated since 1951

.'.

BRONSON BIRDS
70 Nagle Avenue

New York, N. Y. - 10040

Phone: (212) 942-1150

chase at the PAL Circus last month and injured
his head.
JOSHUA SILVER, clown, will work with
STEVE BAKER and GARY RAY on a holiday
show at Green Bay, Wise., this month.
KARL WALLENDA was a dinner guest of the
Queen of England, after he walked across the
Thames River, on his cable.
GARY JOHNSON recently closed the second
half of the season with his elephants, working
on Garden Bros. Circus.

FOR SALE
$5.00

"FIFTY YEARS UNDER CANVAS"

The Story of and written by the late
HERB WALTERS

Order From:
HELEN WALTERS

506 N. 5th St. Hugo, Okla. 74743
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FOR SALE
YOUNG FEMALE INDIAN ELEPHANT

Fully Trained With Props

Will consider young male in trade

ROBERT (Smokey) JONES
P. O. Box 588

Bloomington, Cal. 92316
Phone: (714)829-1856

DON'S C I R C U S S A D D L E R Y

Patent Leather Specialists

ELEPHANT HEAD PIECES

PONY TRAPPINGS

LIBERTY TRAPPINGS

of ill kinds

Phone: (714) 749-2348

DON MCLENNAN
27568 Mt. Meadow Road
Escondido, Calif. - 92026

FOLLOWING THEBESTOF
THE OLD TRADITIONS

MISS JO-ANN J E N N I E R
presents

SUNNY
THE C A L I F O R N I A SEA LION

and

A MOST OUTSTANDING
SINGLE TRAPEZE ACT

.V00.V l\TRODUCI\t;
LUCRETIAMcEVIL

Fot available time contact:
Howard W. Schult?
2525 West Peterson Ave.
Chicago, III 60659

The CHS 1977 Convention will be at Sarasota.
Fla. on Feb. 3-5.
BENJI, the dog, has been named as the animal
who will receive the "Entertainment of the
Year" award this winter.
Beck's Circorama is scheduled to open its early
1977 tour on Feb. 12th.

INTERNATIONAL ANIMAL TRAINER

AND LOVELY BONNIE BALE

ROYAL CONTINENTAL IM-.RI O R M I N C J STALLIONS
Liberty Lout: Rein I huh School

NOW TRAINING KOR H.B.B.B. N K W C I R C l S WORLD

P. O. Box 2006 - HAINES CITY. FLA. 33844 PHONE (813) 424 2421
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THE LEE and RITA HENNEBERRY FAMILY TROUPE

America's Finest Musical Family Variety Show
The Unique Henneberry Family Puts It AH Together

Music - Juggling • Unicycling • Comedy • Illusions - Inspiration

CONTEMPORARY KNTERTAINERS

TOULON, ILLINOIS 61483 Phone: (309) 286-5441
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Polack Show Sold
After a long period of negotiations the sale of Polack Bros. Circus was announced at Ham-

mond, Ind., on Nov. 27th. The buyers, who have not been identified, were represented through-
out the negotiations and at the signing of the contract by Parley Baer, popular circus and TV star.

The circus was sold for approximately $100,000, which includes the show's title, its ele-
phants, trucks, route, Chicago office and rights to all concessions.

The new owners take over today (Dec.
6) and will continue to maintain the Chicago
office for at least six to twelve months. It has
been rumored the show's headquarters will be
shifted to the west coast, but there has been no
confirmation of this report.

The regular staff is to be maintained as
is the office personnel. Louis Stern, one report
stated, will continue to work with the show,
serving as a technical director.

Advance booking crews are to be sent
out immediately to expand the show's route,
with plans to keep the show touring almost all
year long. The program is to be upgraded with
the signing of several acts, whose names will be
announced shortly.

Show Acts
Acts signed to appear at the Monte Carlo Cir-
cus Festival in late December are:

The Flying Michaels; Judy Murton, aerialst;
Miss Mara, single trapeze; Tonito, tight wire;
Walter Galetti, bounding rope; The Flying
Lucianos; The Albarracines, aerial stars;
Henry Wawrzyniak, wild animals; Christel Sen
bach Krone, horses; Dieter Farn-ll. wild ani-
mals; the Rios Bros., risley; David Rosaire,
dogs; Carlos and Tina Rosaire, snakes and
crocodiles, and the Rastelli musical clowns.

What NOW? Billy Barton

The recent political upset by Quebec's Separa-
tist's Party has Canadian and American business
interests worried and has sparked instant fear
of eventual separation from Canada. Reassur-
ances by prominent Party spokesmen have done
little to lessen this growing concern or to dis-
pell the gathering clouds of uncertainty. The
Canadian dollar has already been thrown into a
tailspin. The unexpected rise to power by the
Separatists in no way precludes the inevitable
secession, a goal that has been this party's
battle cry for many years.

The question is: Will the new political climate
further complicate an existing complicated Tax
Structure for American shows visiting Canada
and Quebec?

There is no indication a positive separation ac-
tion is planned, but obviously it could happen.
If it should there is nothing that points to an
unhappy condition for American shows or per-
formers. Recent experiences by Circus Vargas
would indicate just the opposite.

Whatever the outcome, Quebec is currently an
uneasy Province that invites close scrutiny by
shows and performers planning to appear there
in the near future.

A larger question looms: If separation becomes
a reality what problems will American and Can-
adian shows encounter as they pass through
Quebec to the Maritimes? Each could find new
border rules and regulations.

One solution for American shows might be to
exit in New York State and thus reach the Mar-
itimes and Newfoundlandand return at a point
in Maine.
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Available For 1977 and 1978

ANNOUNCER - PERFORMANCE DIRECTOR

• 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE ON BOTH LARGE AND
SMALL SHOWS

• SUPERB WARDROBE-80TH FORMAL AND
TRADITIONAL

• EXPERIENCED ON BOTH INDOOR AND TENTED
SHOWS

SIDE SHOW MANAGER
• 14 YEARS EXPERIENCE

• 9 YEARS WITH ONE OF
AMERICA'S LARGER
TENTED SHOWS

• i YEARS OWNED AND OPERATED OWN GIANT SIDE SHOW

• UNEXCELLED AT MAKING OPENINGS AND TURNING TIPS

• ACCOMPLISHED ILLUSIONIST. AND CAN SUPPLY 8 DIFFERENT SIDE SHOW
AJTS. ALL ALIVE

•GENERAL MANAGER

• LAST 9 YEARS WITH JAMES BROS AND
GRF.AT LONDON

• PROP BOSS

• CONCESSION NOVELTY EXPERIENCE

• LEGAL ADJUSTER

EDWARD L. RUSSELL
I 273 West 16th Street San Pedro. Ca l i fo rn ia 90731 - ( 2 1 3 ) S33-2551
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Elephants
Retired elephant trainer, George Lewis, writes
that perhaps readers might be interested in the
following data on elephants.

"Eight out of every ten males that have been
brought to America have had to be destroyed
between 20 and 40 years of age, usually be-
cause they become unmanageable, had taken a
life or run amok during their "must" period,
after they reach 20 years of age.

"Old John, the lead bull on the "Big Show"
for many years had a disposition similar to Tom-
my's, but during his must period he was very
erratic and unpredictable.

"One time while in winter quarters at Baraboo,
John went through an 18 inch wall, luckily he
ran through the outskirts of Baraboo.

"When on the road with the show and not in
"must", small children (complete strangers)
could swing on John's trunk and play with him
Any bull-hard who knew commands could
work him, but during his "must" period any-
one who approached him did so at the risk of
losing their life.

"I don't know who came up with the theory
that during a male elephant's "must" period
they suffer pain similar to a toothache. It is
just not so.

"When an elephant is "must" he is, tempor-
arily insane and his actions cannot be predic-
ted by any man, no more so than the actions
of a human murderer (suffering no physical
pain) can be predicted, when he is turned loose
on the streets.

"During his "must" period any elephant, no
matter how gentle at other times, should be
confined so he comes in contact wi th no one
during this time.

"A male elephant in "must" will often act per-
fectly normal and obey his handlers every com-
mand one moment and an instant later turn on
him and take his life, or the life of anyone who
he might come in contact with."
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CATHY ENGLISH celebrated her birthday on
Nov. 14th, at Fort Dix, N. J., the final date of
the season for Royal Hanneford.
PAT BISSONETTE and MIKE NALGHTON
will present their "Abracadabra Circus" for the
Bergdorf-Goodman Dept. store in White Plains.
JERRY LIPKO and his Comedy Chimps got
front page publicity in The Gazette (Medina,
Ohio) for their local school engagement.

The JOE ZOPPE FAMILY leaves for Mexico
and their engagement with the Atayade Circus
on Dec. 12th;

EARL and LOUISE ALLEN, of Sikeston, Mo.,
visited the Beatty-Cole Circus when that show
played their hometown in September. ARNOLD
MALEY was their dinner guest and visited their
circus room.

Indiana Date
The Grand Ole American Circus, which gave
three shows at Wabash, Ind., on Nov. 13-14,
was co-produced by Paul Kelly and Baron Jul-
ius Von I ' h l
Music for the program was provided by organ-
ist Danny Daniels, who also handled the an-
nouncing chores. The show's clowning was
handled by Bob Hurley and Frank Gilbert.
The program featured: Julius Von I h i . illu-
sions; Clowns and magic tricks; Dorothy
Kelly, goats; Danny Daniels, juggling; Michael
Kohlrieser, unicycle (was his debut); Dick
Kohlrieser, trained dog "Skipper"; and the
intermission. :
The second half featured: Dick Kohlrieser,
trained llama; Clowns and the fire cracker;
Dorothy Kelly, dogs; Clowns and the levitation
number; Dick Kohlrieser, pony and monkey;
Baron Von Uhl, wild animals.

...Kave Scheiman

IF YOU WANT THE JOB DONE RIGHT!
CARL E .CONLEY
(30 YEARS IN CIRCUS BUSINESS)

JUGGLING-LIBERTY HORSE ACT

ANNOUNCER

3RD SEASON ON KING BROS. CIRCUS
* * * * * * * *

A-1 CONCESSION MGR. and SIDE SHOW MGR

Year Round Address: 2635 Norton Road Kent. Ohio 44240
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FOR WINTER BOOKINGS

An 8 male lion act - The best in Tricks - Act
is presented by Junior Ruffin, America's only
black wild animal trainer.

Contact: JOHN CUNEO
Hawthorn Circus Corp.
Libertyville, 111. - 60048

or
IAN GARDEN
505 Eqlinton Ave., West (No. 503)
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5N-1B2

Remembering

NOW BOOKING DATES FOR 1977

Lipko's Comedy Chimps
P. O. Box 32

Florence, New Jersey 08518

In 1918 a Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus train was
stalled on the tracks just outside Chicago. An
empty troop train plowed into it killing 68
clowns, aerialists, bandsmen and roustabouts.
The Showman's League of America, with its
headquarters in Chicago, purchased a section of
land in the Woodlawn Cemetery to bury the
circus folk. Stone elephants are distributed as
monuments all over the area, the sight of which
.still causes quiries by lay-people.
Since that time many show people have asked
that they be buried in the Showman's League
area next to their comrades in make-up.
Today, several hundred performers, mostly
circus folk, are resting there. Proving once
again, that show folk are a breed unto their
own.
Can't you just imagine the show biz stories
they are swapping?
(Reprinted from George Johnstone's column
in the Nov. 1976 issue of Abbott's The New
Tops magazine.)

Warehouse Clearance of Used Equipment
.2 - P O R T A B L E DANCE F L O O R S - 56' x 126' x 4"

A U D I O EQUIPMENT
CURTAINS AND T R A V E L E R T R A C K S
W A R D R O B E A N D P R O P C R A T E S
R I G G I N G EQUIPMENT
PROPS AND S P E C I A L E F F E C T S

165 - C O S T U M E S

8:25 x 15" T R U C K TIRES AND RIMS

ALUM. RAMP, STRAPS, and MISC. T R U C K EQUIPMENT

F O R MORE I N F O R M A T I O N C O N T A C T :

C A S E Y GIBBS
N. B. C. E N T E R T A I N M E N T C O R P .

3000 West Alameda Burbank, Calif. 91523

Phone: (213) 845-7000 (Ext . 2793)
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Experienced clown/mime seeks employ
ment with a circus for the 1977 season.
Will send photo and resume upon request.
M. Streeter, R.D. 1, Chester Springs, Penna
19425.

Miscellaneous
The Chicago Tribune (Aug. 20, 1976) carried a
3 column story about the 40 horse team and its
driver. The story was titled "Forty Tons of
Horse Flesh in His Hands."

A TV special called "Gala Gala" is scheduled
for viewing in mid-January. The show features
both American and French film stars perform-
ing circus feats.

Italy's Enis Togni Circus will provide the tent
and seats for the annual Monte Carlos Circus
Festival late this month.

Mike and Sally La Torres
present

STONEY the ELEPHANT
t-fKiiTd lit lie elephant act

AVAILABLE 1977

Coming Mid-1977

LaTORRES ANIMALS
Elephant and Un-Cage<l Cougar Act

CONTACT MIKE LaTORRES

WRITE: 1968 Mann Avenue
Berkeley. CA 94707

OR

PHONE: Northville. Michigan
(313)437 2904

Also, A 1 Animal Supt

FOR SALE
ROLLING

Have Rolling Globes
people or animals.

'For details Phone: (213) 751-3486

GLOBES

suitable for either

BILLY BARTON (Continued)

the blindfold walk. Trophy holders will be challenged
at next year's competition.

IRENE and TONY FOSSETT purchased another kin
garoo but must wait until it finishes a movie to take
delivery (hope Tony can take the "star" competition).
Their new chimp act is going great. I am not happy,
however, about the one that does cloud-swing....es-
pecially since I've been told it wears feathers and
bears a "royal" name!

See you down the road, luvs.

LETHA PEALER, mother of the late Francine
DeRiskie Kiess, was omitted from the Memor-
ium notice reported earlier. She lives with her
daughter ' ul , in Florida.
ROMAN ;HMITT has added an African male
elephant 10 his rhino act. The act will be fea-
tured with the Atayade Circus this winter.

HARDY O'NEAL, CFA of Shreveport, La.,
helped locate clowns for the Carson & Barnes
Circus parade at Texarkana, Ark.

WANTED
Ringling-Barnum Combined Shows Program

for: 1919, 1920, 1923 and 1925.

ALSO WANT

Barnum & Bailey and Ringling Bros, programs
prior to 1919.

Please write giving condition and price

DON NIEMAN
P. O. Box 30749

Columbus, Ohio 43230
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Show Report
"Another of the highlights is juggler Albert Lu-
cas. The 16 year old from Las Vegas is the only
known skating juggler in the world and works
not only with the customary rings and balls, but
also tennis rackets., Frisbees and torches.
"The high point of his performance occurs wnen
he balances 25 plates on poles without dropping
a single one. The sight of him furiously skating

I M

to and fro to keep them all going at the same
time kept the audience on edge and brought
about a standing ovation when it was over."
(Reprinted from Glenn Mayeda's review of the
Ice Capades which appeared in Oakland, Cal.,
earlier this month).

The Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus of 1921 carried
13 cages which housed: zebras, leopards, sea
lions, kangaroos, pumas, monkeys, bears, a
hippo, tigers, lions and llamas.

FOR SALE
Book "How to Train Dogs, Goats, Ponies and
Horses (New - Only a few left) $5.00
Elephant bookends • Supposedly brass, trunks
are down, (apprx. 6x5) $25.00
Woodsy Wee Circus Toys (Fisher Price 1931)
Ten animals, one wagon, can be hooked-up
train style (never used). Box is a little battered
has some extras - Will pack well and insure...

$21.00

Book "The Great Rascal" (Story of Ned
Buntline) • Like New $4.00
Book "Will Rogers" by P. J. O'Brien. . $5.00

Circus Mobiles (9 clowns) $1 50
Circus Balloons (11 inch) Liven up your next
doin's $3.00 a dozen - $12.00 half gross.

JACK BENNETT
Box 362

Miami, Oklahoma 74354

ROUTES
Circus Vargas

Dec. 3-7 Mayward. Calif.
8-12 Redwood City

Men, Animals & Sensations Show
Dec-. 10-31 Berlin, Germany

John Strong's Xmas Show • Kast
Dec. 6 South Bend, Ind.

7 Toledo, Ohio
8 Cleveland
9 Buffalo, N. Y.

11-12 Akron, Ohio

John Strong's Xmas Show • Midwest
Dec. 10 Fort Worth, Texas

11 Oklahoma City, Okla.
12Tulsa

John Strong's Xmas Show - West
Dec. 8 Susanville, Calif.

9 Oroville
10 I . . .<i i
11 Antioch
12 Stockton

OTHER ROUTES

Carnival of Brazil
to Dec. 12 St. Louis, Mo.

Bing Crosby Show
Dec. 7-21 New York, N. Y.

Prof. Miller & Co. (Magic)
Dec. 6 Forked River, N. J.

10 Piscataway
11 Lindenwood

Santa's Rocket Ship
Dec. 9-11 O'Fallon, III.

Santa's Rocket Sleigh
Dec. 9-11 West Memphis, Ark.

Santa's Space Sleigh
Dec. 9-11 Auburn, Ind.

Santa's Super Rocket
Dec. 9-11 New Albany, Ind.
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WANTED
Information is needed on "DOC" known also
as "COLONEL DICK (Richard) BENNETT"

also

CIRCUS PICTURE PERSONNEL
ALL TYPES OF CIRCUS PERFORMERS,
CAMERA MEN, PRODUCERS, ACTORS,
ACTRESSES and OTHER PERFORMERS
associated with "The Greatest Show On Earth"
or other such pictures - Spring 1946 and
Early 1950's.

Contact: A. GORDON
P.O. Box 1157
Fort Lee, N. J. - 07024

Phone: (201) 461-2521 or (609) 344-4405
- COLLECT -

TERRY O'BRIEN, juggler, recently won his
license as a commercial helicopter pilot.

CLIFF VARGAS is featured in an interview in
the Sept./Oct. 1976 issue of White Tops
magazine. The interview was held at Waukegan,
III. on June 27, 1976.

THREE ELEPHANT ACT

Three Small Elephants
Will Also Do a Single Act

Please Contact:

GARY JOHNSON
701 West 9th Street
Corona, Calif. 91720

Phone: (714)735 9531

Hoxie's Plans
Hoxie Tucker has bought most of the Diamond
S Rodeo equipment, now stored at the Miami
winterquarters, where, according to manager
John Hall, over 15 men are busy sprucing up
both shows for next season.
It is true that Hoxie acquired John Berosini's
Ape Show, which includes a full-sized Gorilla,
large Orangutan and two Chimpanzees. The un-
it toured in 1975 with Royal American and
with the Murphy Expo in 1976. The Ape Show
is mounted on a modem air-conditioned semi,
has a carny-style front and will serve as the
Great American Circus side show in 1977. Mean-
while, Hoxie Tucker is touring this attraction
in Florida shopping centers.
Mongo, the Bob Knoell owned Gorilla makes a
second tour with Hoxie Bros. Circus this com-
ing season, where a good portion of last year's
program will be retained, but with a face-lift.
Phil Chandler is flashing the show with a Grand
Illusion Display, featuring four beauties in Las
Vegas-style costumes. Returning are the popu-
lar Diaz Sisters, clowns Harley Newman and
Tom Sink, bandleader Joe Eddy, with musicians
Dick and Dave Percy, lion tamer Michael (V-
cere (adding a tiger), side show manager Roger
Boyd, Jr., and the two young men from the
Cortez Troupe will be joined by their wives,
now in Colombia, for a 4-person high wire and
flying return acts.
New acts for the Great American include: Jo-
anne Jennier, aerial and seals; and Patti Antalek,
dogs and chimps. Returning are: the Bill Gunga
family; Bill Hill, manager; Buck Nolan, clown;
Charles Moyer and Barry Miller, bandmen; Rick
Paska, elephants and 1977 will mark Joe Cara-
betta's fourth year with what was first Lewis
Bros. Circus and is now the Great American.
Bookings for both shows are far ahead of
schedule, John Hall reports, and anticipates an
excellent season in 1977.

Billy Barton

False solicitations are being made in Alameda
County (Calif.) for funds, which are reportedly
for a Children's Christmas Party sponsored by
the County Deputy's Assoc. There's no such
program here, officials report.
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CIRCUS
Model Plans

O V E R 1 0 0 P A G E S O F S C A L E M O D E L
PLANS, C O L L E C T E D O V E R T H E Y E A R S ,
H A V E B E E N A S S E M B L E D IN A S I N G L E
BOUND V O L U M E .

O N L Y A LIMITED Q U A N T I T Y OF
N U M B E R E D C O P I E S WILL BE ISSUED.

A MUST FOR Y O U R L I B R A R Y

$35.OO p.p.

S e n d C h e c k o r M o n e y O r d e r t o :

R O Y D A V E N P O R T

100V/, Wain Street Vancouver. Wash. 98660


