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The most ambitious holiday schedule ever operated by John Strong is underway with six
shows set for a series of Christmas dates in the U. S. and Canada.

The Western Unit of “Santa’s Holiday Revue” opened on Dec. 3rd at Paradise (Calif.) and will
play some 14 California cities, closing just ahead of Christmas. The unit is managed by Betty Wen-
dany and features the Wendany Family, comedy; Heidi, juggling, dogs and ponies; The Brauns,
whips, ropes and knife throwing, plus Ed Russell, magic and illusions.

The Eastern Unit opens today (Dec. 5) at
Buffalo (NY) and plays for 13 days. Bill Birch-
field will serve as manager, as well as being the
MC and magician on the show: Among the
other acts touring with the unit are Joe Lemke,
chimps; Michael, juggler and knife thrower;
John Daly, clown, trampoline and comedy gor-
illa. Music for the show will be provided by
Bob and Kay Parker.

"The Mid-west Unit also opens today (Dec. 5)

at Salt Lake City (Utah) for a run of 11 days.
With this show will be John Strong, Gene Hol-
loway, Gary Holveck, magic and illusions; Yeh-
ya Awada, juggler; the Torreanos, wire and ped-
estal acts;.Pat and Gwen Davison, rola bola and
juggling; Harry and Mindy, trampoline and the

(Continued on Page 19)
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ATTENTION
Producers & Agents

My brothers and I are no longer
working for our uncle Paulo Rod-
riguez, known as the ‘‘Paulo Rod-
riguez Troupe."

We are now offering our own acts
with a 5 people flyingact and a 3
ring display of head balancing
trapeze.

If you are interested please write
to our home address: :

2716 Belvoir Blvd.
Sarasota, Fla. - 33577

The Bros. Vazquez
Juan, Felipe, Vinicio

NOTICE

LUBEN STOYANOFF, of the Stoyan-
off-Voorheis Circus. Please pay me the
balance that was due on April 7, 1977
on the concession trailer you bought on
credit from me.

Remember, I still have the original title.
CONTACT EITHER

JOHN LEWIS or HOXIE TUCKER
(305) 665-3069 or (305) 661-7193
or
Bookkeeper Virginia Herring
(305) 442-2884

YEARS AGO

The Fisher Bros. Circus of 1932 had wintered
in Jackson, Mich. The show’s tour started in
May and ran through late October, covering
the states of Michigan, Ohio, Indiana and Illin-
ois.

Show personnel included: F. C. Fisher, owner/
Manager; Harry Reid, manager: R. J. Currian,
advance agent; W. E. Currier, advance general
agent; Bert Cites, boss stock; Doc Cook, privi-
leges; E. K. Folker and wife, supt.; T. J. Wilson
and wife, side show; Bob Perry, chef; Jack
Baker & Co., Hawaiians:

Other people with the show included: Red and

Wire Walk

An Associated Press released, dated Orlando,
Fla., stated that Karl Wallenda planned to walk
a wire stretched across the Tangerine Stadium
on Nov. 25th. The event was to be in conjunc-
tion with the “C Bowl” a day of music and cir-
cus acts.

Wallenda, the article stated, said he would be
wearing a neck brace as he makes the 700 foot
walk, holding a 35 pound balance pole. The
cable across the Tangerine Bowl will be about
100 feet off the ground.

Wallenda, who fell during the filming of the TV
film about his life, told reporters: “I broke
slightly my neck. I fell during the starting of
the movie. [ was just careless. I just made a som-
ersault down.”

E. G. Faber, Frank Beaumont, George Spears,
Homer Ponic, Dad Fisher, Betty Marsh, King

Baile, Peggy Burke, Georgia Spears, Art Rich-
ards, Bill Manes, Miss Rosenheim, Miss Harris,
Miss Wilson and Rex Crawford.

FOR SALE - SINGLE DOG ACT

Gorgeous, large, 1% yr. old white male German Shepherd. Happy, fast work-
er. High jumps, walks on hind legs, balances on slack rope, skips rope and a
super fantastic pick-out dog. He’s a whole show.

$ 1,800.00
R.E.LEONARD, Rte. 5, Box 59, Manhattan, K ansas.

Phone: (913) 537-1450
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THIS 1S OUR PERSONAL
CHRISTMAS CARD
TO YOU
OUR CIRCUS FRIENDS
FROM
HENRY AND SALLY PAYNE

WE WISH YOU, AND YOUR FAMILY, A WONDERFUL
HAPPY CHRISTMAS DAY
AND
A PRAYER, THAT THE WORLD WILL WORK TOGETHER

IN
HARMONY, AND GOOD WILL
AS
THE WONDERFUL PEOPLE
OF
THE CIRCUS WORLD DO.
WITH LOVE TO ALL OF YOU
FROM
YOUR CIRCUS FRIENDS
HENRY and SALLY PAYNE
IN

LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY

2909 Preston Highway, Apt.2, Louisville, Ky. - 40217




ROUTES

Circus Festival
Dee. 9-13 Monte Carlo

Circus Vargas
Dec. 5-7 Homestead, Fla.
8-11 Ft. Lauderdale

Moscow Circus
Dec. 6-11 Hartford, Conn.

Roval Danish Circus

Dec. 11 Schenectady, N. Y.

Royal Lichtenstein Circus
Dec. 5 Tempe, Ariz.
6 Los Angeles, Calif.
7 Orange
8 Los Angeles
9 Irvine

Santa’s Revue - Eastern
Dee. 5 Buffalo, N. Y.
6 Toledo, Ohio
8 Indianapolis, Ind.
9 Lexington, Ky.
10 Akron, Ohio
11 Columbus

Santa’s Revue - Western
Dec. 5 Oroville, Calif.
10 Stockton
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Santa’s Revue - Mid-west
Dec. 5 Salt Lake City, Utah
7 Denver, Colo.
8 Colorado Springs
10 Kansas City, Mo.
11 Tulsa, Oka.

---- OTHER DATES - - -

Holiday On Ice - Nat’l
Dec. 7-11 Reno, Nevada

Ice Capades
Dec. 6-11 Portland, Oregon
Magic Time USA
Dec. 6 Urbana, Ohio
11 Meadville, Pa.

HELEN WILSON - Show Organist, with
own equipment and Drummer. Phone:
(704) 786-4563 — P. 0. Box 1116, Con-
cord, N. C. - 28025.

HORTON - MERAZ 30217th STREET SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 92101
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AMERICA'S NO. 1
MAGIC SHOW

=

with
MASTER

(RANIEY !

AND'HIS
COMPANY

OF WONDER
WORKERS!

A SUPER
MYSTERY REVUE

18239 N. E, 182nd Ave,
Brush Prairie, Wash.
98606

Phone: (206) 256-6178

; E HIGH WIRE 1) ‘Hf}U.‘ Vi s E

(714) 2381375
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THE FABULOUS CIRCUS VARGAS is now in Flor-
ida, will lay off there, and then reopen with a quick

tour of the state before heading west. Mr. Vargas has
asked me to announce that ALL circus people will be
cordially welcomed, but asks that the following pro-

cedures please be observed: Go to the Main Entrance,
or to the Office, and then be taken inta the show and

seated by an official. Please do not risk the embarrass-

ment of being turned away from the back door. En-
tering via the back door is prohibited, a rule that ap-
plies to everyone with no exceptions, Visiting in the
backyard, if you have friends there, is permitted pro-
vided the visitor does not hang in the back door or
try to enter during the performance, ar wander at
will throughout the big top and seating area. By ob-
serving these simple “ground rules” each visitor will
find himself treated with respect and courtesy and
will enjoy what is surely a not-to-be-missed exper-
ience.

SPECIAL DELIVERY: The VILLAMS wrote from
Sweden last month that they wrapped up a Royal
Command Performace in Stockholm to be aired over
ABC-TV....HEIDI (Gutis) GROGAN advises that
TOMMY BARTLETT will open a 2nd water show in
Gatlinsburg, Tenn., where he has bought property
and is constructing a lake. The DAVE MERRIFIELD
Helicopter Thriller will be a feature there from May
18th thru Oct. 28, 1978.

SNAPSHOTS! Returning to American Cont'l Circus
next season are LEMKE's CHIMPS, the SUAREZ
TROUPE, the FLYING WILLASTONS, MYNA
MOON, GUERROS and BUCKY and BARBARA
STEELE...DIANE WILSON now has two more seals
which belonged to her son that she plans to break,
and is also breaking a Macaw act. Her father, now in
his late 90's, is a victim of cancer and Diane is taking
him back to Texas and is forced to give up a run of
Xmas dates. Diane has been with BILL GARDEN's
2nd Unit, Showtime Follies, and returns to that show
in 1978....The story of how MISS LONI broke hath
wrists this past summer is something else: Late for
Spec she was rushing between menagerie and big top
when a rope stretched just inches from the ground
tripped her. In her hand was a plastic garbage bag she
planned to discard enroute. As serious as the accid-
dent was (she also received a nasty cut above the left
eye when her glasses shattered), the after-remark by
CLIFF VARGAS is a classic: "My God! Loni!,"” he
cried in anguish, "What were YOU doing! NO lady of
Quality EVER carries her own garbage!”'....

BILLY BARTON--..

MAGALY and RUEBEN go to Carden-Johnsan in ‘78
....ANITA KEPPO DESMINI being kept busy on the
West Coast.... TOMMY BENTLEY enjoying his new
Hollywood home....Everyone did a double take when
they saw BOBBY DAVIS leading one of Hall's Bruin
BRUISERS recently in Pittsburgh....A Circus Fan told

" me JOHNNY and BETTY ZOPPE's rigging was struck

by lightning this summer at Kennywood Park...Looks
like MARVIN VARNER is having a run of “Billy
Rodgers luck” when his truck and trailer were hi-jack-
ed (with the entire family) and now JOE LEMKE's
truck was stolen and taken to Mexico....Bandleader
JIM GIBSON unveiled a new sound system for his
great band....Didyaknow circus king CLIFF VARGAS
is the only person other than a CFA President to ever
grace the cover of White Tops?

ON THE SCENE with EMMETT KELLY; Jr.: Emmett
remodelled the interior of their luxurious Country-
Aire 5th wheel. Nancy remarked: “Now you can't
say it looks like a bowling alley!"...You're right, Nan-
cy, | can’t; but now it looks like the old Super Chief!"
....Show worked over ice at West Lebanon (Pa) and it
was sure COLO....0Drummer GILES AUSTING had no
problem keeping up the tempa, what with so much
stamping of feet the tempos accelerated automatically
.00 ANN JENNIER now has SUNNY looking suave
and debonair in a top hat....The Atena was so low
DONNA (Wilson) BANNISTER did her slide for life
outside....NANCY KELLY (her mother, Mary, made
her first excursion on the road and loved it). Nancy's
brother was also on tap...JIMMY HALL has lost
beaucoup pounds, is now a butter-blonde. Despite

the razzing he took he looks great!

THE KNEISLEY DUO, broken in by BILL and TRU-
DY STRONG, worked side by side with their men-
tors recently in Troy (Ohio) for HUBLER....Under-
stand HARRY THOMAS bowed out of the PAL cir-
cus and SUE McMILLAN was there instead...WALLY -
NAGHTIN is working 12 bears....SAM T. POLACK
has added a number of dates to his ‘78 route.

A FUNNY THING happened on the way to the USA,
Circus Vargas features a mall-long exhibit of posters
and artifacts at almost every mall where the show ap-
pears, One of the exhibits is a TOM MIX display,
which caused a disgruntled elderly patron to chastise
FRED Van VOORDEN and BILL BIGGERSTAFF

| upon leaving the big top during a Canadian stand.

“The show's okay,”" he said, “‘but where's Tam Mix?"
(Continued on Page 12)
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PEOPLE

GEORGE (Perky) PERKINS, retired circus
clown, is the manager of the Melody Lanes Mo-
bile home park in Yucaipa, Calif.

WARREN G. HYDE, who was city manager of
kEdina, Minn., for the past 22 years, will be guest
of honor at a special Circus Retirement Party
arranged for him, to be held on Jan. 6th.

ED and HELEN WILSON (chimps and organ)
recently returned from a tour of dates in In-
diana, Ohio and Penna. Helen has added a Silver
‘poodle puppy to her poodle act.

BOB-0 the Clown has set a series of Holiday
dates in the Sacramento, Calif., area during the
month of December.

ELVIN BALE, RBBB Blue Unit star, reported-
ly broke his wrist while performing on the ro-
tating wheel in Chicago.

ROBERTA WINN worked in the slide for life
and aerial motorcycle acts at San Francisco’s
I’AL Circus, the first time since the birth of her
hraby in Columbus, Ohio, three months ago.

NEW ADDRESS

JOHN A. STRONG

37093 Oak Glen Road
Yucaipa, Calif. - 92399
Phone: (714) 797-0232

PHIL TEMPLE, magician, leaves this month
for an around the world tour with his full stage
magic show.

PETER HAUBNER, somersaulting bareback ri-
der with Tommy Hanneford’s riding act, will
retire at the end of the 1977 season. He plans
to operate his own private business in Northern
Michigan, opening shortly after the first of the
year,

BOBBY and MAUREEN RAWLS are billers and
working advance press ahead of the Nordmark
Int’l All Star Circus.

DAVID, CAROL and MIKE RAWLS will han-
dle the concessions on the James M. Cole Cir-
cus this winter.

performer.

For further details write:

Want to hear from man and wife team who both can drive,
to work a well-known top circus act on a yearly basis.

Top Money or a 50/50 deal to the right people.
Man must be a rigger or know aerial rigging. Girl must be a
— All Equipment Furnished —

Act opens in February and closes in November.

ROCKET CAR, Pipe Creek, Texas - 78063
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ONE OF THE MOST SUSPENSEFUL MOMENTS IN SHOW BUSINESS TODAY

THE MAN WHO CATCHES A BULLET IN HIS TEETH!

Presenting the Feat That Has Killed 17 i\den
A Consistent
FRONT PAGE ATTRACTION
for the past two years

SOME OPEN TIME IN DECEMBER
Also Booking Dates for 1978

Contact: AVATAR PRODUCTIONS Phone: (813)
5016 - 20th Avenue South 247-5869
Tampa, Florida - 33619
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FOR SALE

“FIFTY YEARS UNDER CANVAS"

The story and life of the late Herb
Walters . .. ............. $3.50

Write to: HELEN WALTERS
506 North 5th St.
Hugo, Okla. 74743

CV

With the acquisition of the Jabezynski Troupe,
an 8 person teterboard combination booked by
Gil Miller, the new program for Circus Vargas
has been completed.

In its swing through southern Alabama (Mo-
bile and Montgomery) the show racked up ex-
cellent attendance which, combined with turn-

aways at Chattanooga and good crowds at Nash-

ville, brought the overall gross in the south to a
winning level,

The show is now in Florida for the first time in
three years, having opened its tour at the Miami
£ 1dium on Nov. 29th. During the six day Mi-

i run, owner Cliff Vargas was surprised by a
Jala birthday party. A luxury yacht was rented
fort! occasion. ‘

ov. 29th, Cliff Vargas appeared on the

.pen Phone” talk program of WKAT, hosted
by Craig Worthing. Vargas appeared on the pro-
gram for an unprecedented four hours. The ap-
pearance on the program was arranged by CFA
Larry Kent, who contacted Bill Lyons (doing
advance PR for Vargas in the Miami area) who,
in turn, contacted Worthing, a close friend of
Kent's.
Circus Vargas takes its “winter break™ follow-
ing the closing of its Melbourne date on Dec.
14th and then re-opens Dec. 26th at Jackson-
ville . .... Billy Barton

WANT

ANIMAL ACTS
CENTER RING ABILITY

Write: LARRY JEFFRIES
Rte. 2 - Box 605 M
Arroyo Grande, Ca. 93420

Phone: (805) 481-1939

A special Christmas party program has been an-
nounced for Saturday, Dec. 10th, when a 1:45
p.m. show will be presented at the Marina High
School in San Francisco, Calif.

The program will feature: Bob Emrico, MC and

magic; The Saxons, unicycles and juggling; Lani

Ironberg, dogs and ponies and the Indian troupe
of dancers.

Mailroom

Mail has been returned this week, marked Un-
able to Deliver As Addressed for:

George J. Nesbit
Ross G. Wandrey

THE CIRCUS REPORT is published each week by
Don Marcks, 525 Oak St., El Cerrito, Calif. 94530.
Phone: (415) 525-3332.

SUBSCRIPTION RATE: $12.00 a year. Overseas
via surface mail is $15.00.

ADVERTISING RATES: Minimum ad $5.00; Quar-
ter Page $10,00; Half Page $15.00, Full Page $25.00

L SPECIAL |

RINGLING THRILL CIRCUS
— Posters and Window Cards —
For Sale or Trade
~ Make Offer

JOHN F. POLACSEK
869 N. Scheurmann Rd. - No, 509
Essexville, Mich, - 48732

Position Wanted

Assistant Trainer Cat Act - Male age
36, Single, Driver, BS Zoology - Ex-
perienced cats, horses, some exp. ele-
phants. Groomed for Hawthorne and
Royal Hanneford Circus. Looking for
responsible position with some arena
work.

Available After Dec. 20th

JIM MIGHELLS, Hanneford Circus
2621 Mall Drive, Sarasota, Fla.
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A BIG JOEN STRONG & SON
BEST WISHES TO PRODOCTION

HARRY ANDERSON e
Of Enquirer Printing of Cincinnati W
on your upcoming HOLIDAY

hospital visit.

To:
STAN and KATHY KRAMIEN

I really enjoyed your show in San
Jose. I always thought you were a
great business man, but you are
also a great magician. You have the
finest show on the road today.

Many thanks for your help in the
Pacific Northwest.

To:

All friends and acts. Please send in
photos and addresses for future

bookings. All my previous records
were lost when the office unit was

demolished this summer.

JOHN and GUDRUN STRONG

37093 Oak Glen Road
Yucaipa, Calif. - 92399

Phone: (714) 797-0232
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“WAITFO

Ernest Hemingway
called it “First rate!”
...the Chicago
Tribune said

it “makes the

blood run cold

and the attention
run hot!..

It’'s Slim Lewis’s
world-famous
ELEPHANT
TRAMP,
completely
updated and now
illustrated. ..

it’'s The Big One!

| LOVED ROGUES

By George Lewis, with Byron Fish

Elephants—in zoos and circuses, as person-
alities, friends and enemies over 20-plus
years, are the subject of this book by one of
the greatest elephant trainers of em all
George ["Slim ) Lewis wrote of his lifetime of
harrowing and heartwarming experiences in
Elephant Tramp. published in 1955 to world-
wide dcclaim and collector s-item status
Now. Slim and collaborator Byron Fish bring

you a completely updated version, with
changes in the world of big tops, sequels on
the capricious Ziggy. what happened at the
Portland Zoo, and when Shim trusted one
rogue too many Plus: 210 photos of hand-
lers, showmen, circus folk and elephants. A
book as big as its subject! 192 pages. big
8%" x 10%" page size List price, $14 95
Order now at pre-pub. price of $12 95

READY SPRING '78—-0RDER NOW AND SAVE $2.00!

Don’'t miss these . .. supply limited!
A TICKET TO THE CIRCUS by C P Chappy
Fox Pictanal treasury on the Ringling Bros
Circus, from humble beginnings to worldwide
glory Deluxe autographed edition, $17 95
PICTORIAL HISTORY OF PERFORMING
HORSES by C P Fox 300 photos. fascinating
facts on perfarming horses from ancient days to
modern circuses and rodeos Deluxe auto-
graphed limited edition $17 95

See coupon for combination discount!
Publishing

Superior gz

P.C. Box 1710, Seattle, WA 98111

Supenor Publishing Co ., Box 1710, Seattle. WA 88111

Reserve ____ copies | Loved Rogues at pre-pub
price of $12 95 (list price $14 95)
Send comes Tickettothe Circus at $17.85

copies Performing Horses at$17 95

| ve ordered $35 worth and deducted 5%. $50

worth and deducted 10% $100 worth and deducted

15% Check enclosed, discounts deducted 8ill
me [(Washington residents add 5 4% tax |

Name

Stteel-——________

Cily State Zip

You need send no money we'll bill you. Or, send check
tar postpaid shipment Satistaction guaranteed!
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Consisting of:

Second Act:

3
=t
?

o

A

AVAILABLE

— NOW BOOKING FOR THE 1978 SEASON —

ADA SMIEYA'S WILD ANIMAL ACT

SEVEN TIGERS and TWO LIONS — FEATURING TIGER ON HIGH WIRE

INTRODUCING BRUNON (Ada’s Son), THE YOUNGEST WILD
ANIMAL TRAINER IN THE WORLD TODAY WITH FOUR

BENGAL TIGERS IN THE STEEL ARENA.

"~ — BOOK ONE, OR TWO ACTS -

L L

ADA SMIEYA — P.0.BOX 1 — FILLMORE, CALIF.-93015
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Variety Show

A show called “Vaudeville”’ which has been on
tour in the Pacific Northwest area, playing for
a wide range of sponsors, offers an interesting

and talent-packed show.

Featured on the program are: The Sally Mack
Dancers; Pat Davison & Gwen, juggling; Miss
Lisa, hula hoop routine; Rod James, ventrilo-
quist; Piet Paulo & Co., illusions; The Patricks,
rola bola; Murillo & Ulisses, balancing; Dave
Madden, star of the Partridge Family. Musical
background was prowided by a full orchestra,
directed by John Molinari.

CROWD PLEASER

T he annual Showfolks Circus, presented at
Sarasota, Fla., was produced by Karl Wallenda
and featured: Al Dawley and Col. ‘Lucky’
Larabee, announcers; William Pruyn and the
circus band; Harry Thomas, tigers; Clowns; the
Flores Duo, aerial; Erik Adams, chimps; Alfre-
do Landon and the clowns; the Verdus; the
Great Wallendas; the Bertinis; Roman Schmitt,
rhino and elephant; the Ashtons, foot juggling;
DeMille, wire; Great Ottini, balancing; Ayala,
wire; the Rix Bears; Miss Margarita, aerial;
Karl's Poodles; the Maniacs; The Doritas, acro-
batic; Zerbini Troupe, acrobatic; Al's Lemon-
zine, comedy car; Gabriel, aerial; the Cristiani
elephants; The Great Wallendas.

Movuy Chintmas

Buy yourself and your circus-minded friends
a gift you'll really enjoy — color photos of
your favorite circuses and performers. Over
2000 available !

For Details, Write to:
CUSTOM COLOR CIRCUS PHOTOS

1509 South Clinton Avenue
Berwyn, Illinois 60402

FOR SALE

2 Trained 4 yr. old male lions

1 Giant Trained male Siberian
Tiger

1 Trained male Bengal Tiger

Am interested in buying a
large male Black Leopard.

JOHN CUNEO
Route 1 - Box 32-H
Grayslake, Illinois 60030

Phone: (312) 546-0717

BILLY BARTON (Continued)

“Tom Mix has been dead for 25 years,"” explained
Freddie,

“| don't give a damn about that,” was the oldsters
retorEYou're advertising him and | want to see him.”
As my many friends can tell you, in 46 years of troup-
ing |'ve slept in some odd places, under some add cir-
cumstances, and with not a few oddities, but the cap-
per came when | slept with Jo Ann Jennier’s preco-
cious sea lion, Sunny. And let me tell you this: HE
SNORES |

See you down the road, luvs.

In Memoriam .3

JACK JOYCE (67), well known animal trainer
who spent most of his life in the circus world,
died at Sarasota, Fla. on Oct. 16th. Survivors
include his widow, Martha and three sisters.

RALPH STOKKE (27) an employee with the
King Bros. Circus, died as the result of an auto
accident while enroute to his home in La Cros-
se, Wisc., on July 30th. Survivors include his
parents and a brother.

Performer Hurt

Two members of the Rodriquez Troupe - Ro-
bert Rodriquez and Felipe Vasquez - were in-
jured when they fell at Kansas City (Mo.) on
Nov. 2nd. They were appearing with the Hu-
bert Castle Circus and reportedly were stand-
ing on a security net prior to climbing up to
the aerial bars when the net suddenly collap-
sed.
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A MIRACLE

I n 1975, the Louisiana Purchase Garden and
Zoo, at Monroe, La., had to put their 11 year
old elephant Michele to sleep because of a se-
vere case of arthritis. When she would get down
it was almost impossible for her to get back up.

Michele had been a source of entertainment for
several years at the zoo and the public could
not understand why a zoo of this size did not
have an elephant. But due to a number of things
and money being one of them, it was just not
possible to replace the other elephant.

Early in 1977, this writer had as his guests at
the zoo, some members of the Zacchini Circus
that were in Monroe for the annual Northeast
Shrine Circus. Among the visitors was the jo-
vial performer Bobby Gibbs and his family.
Bob had his elephants, ponies, ete., on the lo-
cal show, just prior to his leaving for the sum-
mer engagement at Baraboo, Wise.

While touring the zoo with Bobby one mom-
ing, the writer jokingly said, “Hey, Bobby, why
don’t you get us an elephant for our zoo.” To
which Bobby replied, “sure man, I have one in
mind that I feel Dorey Miller, of the Carson
and Bamnes Circus will let you have - on loan.”
Like most things, that’s as far as the conversa-
tion went and it was forgotten as most of it was
said in jest. Then one morning in early Septem-
ber, four months later, the writer received a
call from Bobby Gibbs in Baraboo.

“Marion, I have your elephant, it's on the way
and should be in your area by Sept. 18th. Dor-
ey Miller has this elephant Shirley on the Fish-
er Bros. Circus and he wants to retire her off
the road and has agreed to give her Lo your zoo
- can you clear it for me?”

““Hold on Bobby,” I stated, “I have to contact
the zoo, who has to get clearance from the Ma-
yor as the zoo is city owned.” Well, hurry up,
as I leave here for Dallas Monday and the show
will be in your area about Sept. 18th, was his
reply.

This reporter called the zoo and explained the
situation, but no one knew what to do. After
waiting for three days, I by-passed the zoo and
called Mayor Jack Howard personally. The Ma-
yor only wanted to know three things. Was the
elephant a “rouge”, was it on the road and will
we have to go and get it? My answers were: No,
Yes, No. “Then tell them to bring it in,” said
the Mayor.

Immediately I contacted Bobby Gibbs, who

was now at the Dallas Shrine Circus and told
him all was set and then found that the elephant
would be in Delhi, La., on Sept. 18th, just 35
miles away. The Administrator of the zoo, John
Hassion and I drove over, to look at the elephant
and talk with John Frazier of Fisher Bros.

On arriving we looked Shirley over and found
she had a gimpy back leg due to an accident,
but otherwise appeared to be in good shape.
When Mr. Frazier arrived he already knew all
about the arrangements and said he would bring
Shirley to the zoo the next day. Up until that
time I just couldn’t believe it was true that we
were getting an elephant for the zoo.

After Shirley arrived she proved to be smarter
than anyone at the zoo, undoing her chains at
night (but causing no trouble), getting in and
out of the moat, without anyone figuring how
she did it. As a result she was soon the talk of
the town.

The writer wrote Dorey Miller, thanking him
for the elephant and asking for ownership pa-
pers, which arrived within a few days.

It takes a big man to give an animal as big and
costly as an elephant away. Dorey Miller is that
kind of man. A plaque is being made with the
Carson & Barnes logo and the wording from
Dorey’s letter. It will be placed in the elephant
enclosure.

We hope at a future date to have Mr. Miller vis-
it the zoo, to see how happy and content Shir-
ley is at her new home.

The writer would like to extend his personal
thanks to Dorey Miller for a generous gesture,
to Bobby Gibbs, for helping make a miracle
come true and to John Frazier, of Fisher Bros.
Circus, for bringing the elephant here, As an
added bonus we were able to secure the service
of Ken Benson, who was Fisher Bros. elephant
man, who will winter here and has accepted a
job at the zoo to help Shirley become familar
with the new facilities.

So don’t sell circus people and owners short —
there are still many wonderful people in the
circus world. Now, despite some of my lost
illusions with some folks I have had business
dealings with, I know Miracles Still Happen.

M. L. Dupont

—Happy Holidays —
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COLLECTORS ITEM

1975 RED, WHITE, BLUE HERALD
HANNEFORD FAMILY CIRCUS
Plus RBBB Flyer. ... ... only $ 1.25

¢/o CIRCUS, P. O. Box 6131
Monroe, Louisiana 71203

FOR SALE

ESTATE OF CARL W. SAHLEN
Circus and Bunting Equipment

Arthur Criffith, Personal Representative
Evansville, Indiana, Call (812) 423-1111

PEOPLE

ALBERT RIX reports the Rix Bears are await-
ing the birth of some baby polar bears, due any
time now. The act will be in Mexico this winter
working for Circo Atayde.

GIL MILLER was visiting the New Orleans
Shrine date when he received an urgent call
from CLIFF VARGAS which sent him rushing
to the airport, to catch a plane for the Circus
Vargas lot in Montgomery, Ala. "'l never got to
see the opening act in New Orleans,”" he said.

JIMMY DOUGLASS is “consultant” to JIM
NORDMARK for the new Int’l Magic Spectac-
ular which is being prepared for the 1978 sea-
son. Douglass spent several days at Sarasota at

meetings with Nordmark and while there atten-
ded the graduation at the Clown College.

WES OLER, of Oler Productions, has signed
several fairs, including the Oct. 9-14 Orangeburg
(SC) date and the Sept. 18-23 Goldsboro (NC)
fair.

DANNY CHAPMAN is featured in an upcom-
ing GMC commercial for TV which has him dri-
ving a 1978 Pickup with a “‘square wheel.”

JIM NORDMARK’s Int’l Magic Spectacular will
feature the Amazing Conklins, Billy and Bonnie
Earl, Buddy, Cindy and Shawnee Big Mountain
with vent, magic and Indian dancing. Music is
to be provided by Lou Costello, drums, Grace
Costello, organ and Gene Holmes, trumpet.

the
O cens
The Genernal

of Carge Tradens

THE OFFICER

28086 Fieldhouse Avenue
Elkhart, Indiana - 46514

Phone: (219) 295-8642

Thank You to the Wazzan's for purchasing
one ol our 10 ft. Cargo trailers.
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It is not widely known, but the famous and
treacherous “bullet-catching trick” featured by
the leading illusionists for many years, was
actually invented by Philip Astley, the famous
riding master and the creator of the first circus
as we know it today. He died in England at
the age of 72 in 1814 and had doubled as an
acrobat and conjuror, as well.

In 1785 he published a book on “Natural Ma-
gic”” which, except for the final trick, was
simply a translation of a volume written by
the Frenchman Decremps a few years before.

The last trick was “The Bullet Catch” and
AsHey told how he devised it to prevent two
army officers from being killed in a foolhardy
duel. Their pistols were loaded, they fired
point-blank at each other, but without result,
because Astley, who had loaded the guns,
secretly extracted the bullets without their
knowledge. From that, Astley developed the
trick so that a gun loaded with a marked bul-
let could be fired at a magician who calmly
caught the bullet on the point of a knife.

CIRCUS
COLLECTORS KITS

Something for everyone — Pictures,
Brochures, Newspaper Clippings,
Route Cards, Passes, Tickets, Lithos.
All from current circuses — Plus an
added Bonus in each Kit “Southern
Sawdust" magazine for the Circus
Minded.

— All for $8.00 -

DAVID P. ORR
Cherry Street
Sandy Hook, Conn. - 06482

Later, magicians performed the trick by
“Catching” the bullet in their teeth. Many
great and not-so-great magicians met an un-
timely death performing this hazardous feat
and the effect is now almost totally avoided
by modern-day wizards as being too risky.

(From “The Master Magicians” by Walter Gib-
son, published by Doubleday).

FOR 1978

1630 Ridgewood Street
Clearwater, Fla. - 33515

Acts Wanted

(Working Coliseums of Brazil)

Send: Photos, Description of Acts, and Salaries

ACUARAMA, The South American Circus and Aquatic Show

SEASON

Phone: (813) 443-6269
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Darden-Johnson/Clyde Bros.
Circus

NOTICE NEW ADDRESS AND NEW PHONE NUMBER

Route No. 2, Box 80
Willard, Missouri 65781  Phone Area 417-833-3064

ALL ACTS, PERFORMERS AND PERSONNEL PLEASE REFER BY LETTER

We need pictures/requirements financially /availability now.
No Phone Calls Please. All types of acts please reply.

We operate two units,'base your salary requirements on a possible
two year tour.

Need promoters, contracting agents, available sponsors, conces-
sionaires, property men and riggers as well as performers for our
files. (Also Musicians).

Sunday, Oct. 30th just completed our 11th consecutive successful year

ALL PLEASE REPLY TO NEW CIRCUS OFFICE ADDRESS

-.,-
AN
——_ )
- | -
ALY

\, 7/
ST i

{

- Happy Holidays To All -
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legs, bucks and chases on command.

FOR SALE - SINGLE MULE ACT

Handsome 39" Palomino Shetland Mule, super smart, one in 10,000. Runs
in circle, changes ring, jumps hurdles, pivots on seat. Gets on seat with all
fours, down on two, pump tail, etc. Backs up and sits down, walks on hind

$1,600.00
R.E. LEONARD, Rte. 5, Box 59, Manhattan, Kansas

Phone: (913) 537-1450

PEOPLE

RAGS, the Clown, was on hand to welcome the
Navy’s ammo ship “Shasta” when it docked last
week at the Concord (Calif.) Naval Weapons
Depot, after a sea tour of six months.

BOB EMRICO, clown and magician, is working
Holiday Season dates in the San Francisco Bay
area.

LOOMIS, magician, will be working dates in the
Central California area during the next few
weeks.

LEE GRABEL, magician, is planning a spring
tour with his full evening magic show. Present

Miscellaneous

The Stebbings/Polack Circus played a Nov. 18-
20 engagement for the Shrine at Springfield, Il

West Coast newspapers reported last week that

a circus clown, working at Columbia, S. C., had
been arrested early in November. He was charg-
ed with stealing a trailer in Racine, Wisc. After
arraignment on a fugitive charge he was releas-

ed on a $2,000 bond.

plans for the tour indicate it will be a long one,

Albuquerque, N.M. 87112

Mihaly “Mishu” Meszaros

AND TALENTED MIDGET ACTS
— CALL OR WRITE —

ENTERTAINMENT CORP. OF AMERICA
12504 Casa Grande N. E.

Phone: (505) 298-1002

-

- SEND FOR

AN EXCELLENT GIFT FOR SHOW PEOPLE
CGET AN AUTHENTIC OJO

REFUTED TO BRING GOOD LUCK, GOOD
FORTUNE, TERRIFIC BOOKINGS,

FREE

DOROTHY'S 0J0S
P. O. Box 13134
Albuquerque, New Mexico - 87123

Etc.
BROCHURE -
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BETTY WENDANY'S
FUNS-A-POPPIN

Package Shows to Fit Your Needs

Box 391, Sunland, Calif. - 91040
(213) 352-4277 (213) 352-2454

court rules
Big Ben, a 600 Ib. toothless, clawless, neutered
Russian bear, can remain with its owner at
Lakeville (Minn.) a County Judge ruled earlier
this month.

Judge Jack Mitchell ruled that Lakeville offi-
cials had failed to prove their case, that Jeannie
and John Greaves were guilty of keeping a non-
domestic animal in a residential area.

Lakeville officials argued that regardless of how
tame the bear was it is still not a domestic ani-
mal and therefore, should not be kept by the
Greaveses. None of the city’s ordinances, how-
ever, specifically refer to a bear as either a do-
mestic or non-domestic animal and there are
no ordinances referring to wild animals.

Mrs. Greaves and her son live on a 2% acre plot
of land, where they keep the bear caged.

The Greaves argued the bear is harmless and
cited the fact that the animal is descended from
a long line of show bears, had been in films and
o ice traveled with the Ringling circus. Mrs.
ureaves bought the bear early this year from a
doctor in Hollywood, Calif., who owns several
other animals.

The bear is shown with carnivals, but had been
kept at the Greaves’ home since the debate be-
gan. They expect to place the bear back on a
camival now that a decision has been reached
by the court.

THANK YOU

GEORGE SAUCIER
for your Wells Cargo trailer purchase

“SAVE MONEY WITH JOHNNY"
JOHNNY CANOLE

7100 Sixth Avenue
Altoona, Pa. 16602
(814) 944-9347 or
(814) 943-0003

465 N.E. 102nd Street
Miami Shores, Fla. 33138
(305) 751-0206

PEOPLE

THE RANDELLS, trampoline act, is featured
on the Ice Capades which is currently playing
dates on the West Coast.

TOBY REED, former high wire performer and
CHERYL ANN TOCA, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Clement Toca, were married on Nov. Tth.

RAYMOND (Congo) MILE, of RBBB’s Red Uni
it, re-entered the St. Mary’s Medical Center in
Long Beach on Nov. 18th. He will be there for
approximately three weeks after which he plans
to return to Florida. Mail can be sent to him at:
1051 Linden Ave., Long Beach, Calif. 90801.

DANIEL A. SEGAL has acquired the U.S. film
rights to the Russian comedy spectacular “Cir-
cus in the Circus.” The film, shot entirely on
location in Moscow and featuring three Rus-
sian circuses, will soon be released on a nation-
wide basis.

ROGER LITTLEFORD, III, publisher of the
Billboard, has chosen a pictorial of the old
“Great James M. Cole Circus” to frame and
hang on the wall of his home.

INTERNATIONAL ANIMAL TRAINER
Col. E T B AILE
ROYAL CONTINENTAL PERFORMING STALLIONS
— Liberty — Long Rein — High School —
TRAINING FOR R.B.B.B. NEW CIRCUS WORLD
HAINES CITY, FLA. 33844 — Phone: (813)424-2421

NOW
P. O. Box 2006 -
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HOLIDAY PLANS (Continued)

‘Earl Tegge Family, clown and music.

On Dec. 17-18 a Santa’s Holiday Revue unit
will be presented at Beaverton (Oregon) with
Stan Kramien, magic and illusions; Roy Daven-
port, escapes; David Linden, one finger stand,
the Bounding Jacks, trampoline; Horton's
bears, plus some dogs and ponies.

Also on Dec. 17-18 another Santa’s Holiday
Revue unit will be presented at Langley, BC,
which will feature Jack D'Non, magician; the
Dowie Puppets; Walk’'n'Shaw, comedy act; the
Orminston Kids, aerialists and Justin, juggler.

In the meantime, on Dec. 17th, John Strong,
dJr., will be presenting his own show at Port
Hueneme (Calif). This program will feature
John Strong, Jr., magic and juggling; Wally

‘Ross, elephants and ponies; Don Young, clown;’

John McGuire, clown; Sandy Strong, birds; plus
Nolly and Polly Tate, dogs and clowning.

Plans for the upcoming summer tour of the Big
John A. Strong & Son Circus were also announ-
ced this past week. John reports the season is
to be cut back once again with the show oper-
ating from March 27th to October 15th. Be-
cause of health problems John does not plan to
tour daily with his show, instead he will appear
with the show at selected dates throughout the
year.

Bill Burger, who has been doing booking and
advance publicity, will tour as office manager
of the eircus, while Bill Schreiber will take over
the duties of animal superintendent, along with
other duties on the show.

Wally Wallentin will serve as show superinten-
dent and concession manager, John Strong, Jr.
will operate the side show and present his jugg-
ling acts, while Sandy Strong will be presenting
an all new bird act. Chris DeWayne will again
tour with the show, presenting the elephant

act and doing single trapeze.

Wally Bickmore and family will join the show

PAL SHOW

San Francisco’s annual PAL Circus was present-
ed at the Cow Palace on Nov. 19-20, with two
shows scheduled each day. There was some con-
fusion in the parking lot and at ticket windows
because a “Dickens Fair” was being held in
another part of the huge building complex.

The opening show was somewhat delayed due
to difficulties in the building’s sound system.
However, the program went on and all other
performances moved smoothly, backed by a 25
piece band, directed by Bill Saxe.

The show program featured: Miss Carol, annou-
ncer/ring mistress; the Mother Goose spec; Sue
MecMillan, dog/tiger/horse; Clowns; Jeffries Cal-
ifornia Seals; John’s leopard; Toni Madison’s
dogs; John and Mike Winn, walk of death; Miss
Zanita, juggling; Andre & Co., teeterboard;

Phil Temple, magic/illusions; Miss Fritzie, trap-
eze, with [ive girls on web; Clown band; Ro-
berta, slide for life; the Lancelot Link Chimps;
Baby elephant in each end ring; The Flying
Russells; Clown Boxing; Zanita, rolling globe;
Leroy, chair balance; Eleana Omar, balancing;
Tony Nock, sway pole; Judy Jacobs Kaye, ele-
phants and the Winn Troupe, aerial motoreycle.

The show's Clown Alley consisted of: Ken Mil-
ler, Tim Hill, Chris Bricker, Fred LaVine, Neal
Kay, Bob-0, Phil Crowder, Mike Davis, Greg
Dean, Katie, the clown, Mesha T. Clown and
Wheat Straw.

for its 1978 tour, presenting their acts as a part
of the show program. Wally will also serve asa
back-up man for a variety of positions and thus
help keep the show moving.

THE CIRCUS REPORT s published each week by
Don Marcks, 525 Oak St., El Cerrito, Calif. - 94530,
Phone: (415) 525-3332.

SUBSCRIPTION RATE: $12.00 a year, Overseas via
Surface Mail is $15.00 per year.

ADVERTISING RATES: Minimum ad $5.00; Quar-
ter Page $10.00; Hall Page $15.00; Full Page $25.00

~FOR SALE
Miniature Horses and Miniature Cattle
21" to 32"
We have two hundred animals to choose
from:
Four matched black males 2 yrs old 31"
One 2 yr old cow 23" - color black
One dwarf female horse 21" - 2 yrs old
J. C. WILLIAMS, Jr.
Rte. 4 Inman, S. C. - 29349
Phone: (803) 472-9788






