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Tax Is Cut
A compromise agreement with the Minnesota Dept. of Revenue to reduce the impact of the

state's tax on non-resident performers has been reached with members of the Minnesota Alliance,
an organization of public assembly facility md convention bureau managers, ballroom proprietors
and promoters, theatrical booking agents and related organizations.

Gerome T. Caulfield, director of the Minnesota income tax division, and Thomas H. Borman,
Minneapolis attorney representing the Minnesota Alliance, jointly reported that the 1% with-hold-
ing rate formerly in effect will be reduced to 2% for those who choose not to fill out reporting
forms. If the non-resident performer files a with-holding form, the rate of tax may be less than 2%.
In return, members of the Minnesota Alliance have agreed to voluntary enforcement of the tax
provisions.

The non-resident tax, M.S.A. 290.92, has
been on the books since 1961, but enforcement
was sporadic until last January, when the Dept.
of Revenue assigned a special enforcement unit
to collection of the tax.

When the enforcement unit began its work
mainly in the Twin Cities metropolitan area,
entertainment industry officials formed the
Minnesota Alliance, which charged that the tax
was unfair and had a negative effect upon the

entertainment industry in Minnesota.

The agreement, according to Borman, stip-
ulates:

-i- The with-holding rate applicable to Alli-
ance members - those who ratify the proposal •
is reduced from 7% to 2% in circumstances in
which with-holding form MW-4A is not submit-
ted.

(Continued on Page 2)
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HELP WANTED

CIRCUS UNIT NO. 2

FOR BALANCE OF 1978 SEASON AND 1979 SEASON

MUSICIANS
Trombones
Tuba
Drummer

PERFORMERS
Girls
Teams
Ballets

BOSS CANVASMAN
and Big Top Help

ELEPHANT BOSS
and Helpers

CONCESSION HELP

J I M K E R N A N G O O D D E A L F O R Y O U

S A L A R Y A N D C O M M I S S I O N

ALSO AGENTS TO SET PHONES - EXCEPTIONAL DEAL
FOR AGENTS TO SET NO. 1 CONTRACTS

- NEED PRESS AGENTS AND PROMOTERS -

Answer as per route or call:
405 - 326 • 3173

Sept. 4 Neepawa, Manitoba
5 Gladstone
6 Treherne

405 • 326 - 6209
Sept. 7 Kilarney

8 Manitou
9 Wmkler

by Mike Naughton

T e program presented by the Holiday Hippodrome
' rcus at Catskill, M. Y. (Aug. 13) featured:
Sampion. juggling; Bradbury & Co., magic; Marco Po-
lo, balancing; the Keppo Duo, globes/acro/juggling;
Marie France, Yorkshire Terriers; Floyd Bradbury,
balloon animals; Intermission.

The second half included: The Boothroyds, musical
novelty; Floyd & Wally, ventriloquism; Mario Alber
ti, hand balancing and Mr. Andre, low wire.

The program offered at the Altamont Fair in New
York (Aug. 14-18) included:
The Sikorskys, juggling; Clown levitation; Bill Golden
and 6 tigers; Carmel and Kim Gowan, rope spinning;
Tibor Alexander's Dog Revue; The Sikorskys, unicy-
cles; Hannon's Ha-Money Piano and Bill Golden with
3 elephants.

THE CIRCUS REPORT is published each week t>y
Don Marcks. 525 Oak St., El Cerrlto, Calif. - 94530.
Phone: (415) 525-3332.
SUBSCRIPTION RATE: $15.00 per year. Overseas
rate via surface mail is $20.00 a year.
ADVERTISING RATES: Minimum ad $5.00: Quar-
ter Page $10.00; Half Page $20.00; Full Page $35.00

TAX CUT (Continued)

+ The stated concerted collection and en-
forcement efforts against performers will be
dropped. Non-residents will be audited in a ran-
dom and non-discriminatory fashion, as is the
case with other taxpayers.

+ Members of the Alliance who ratified the
proposal pledged to seek compliance by perfor-
mers who appear in their establishments or under
their sponsorship. Members will assist performers
because they can deduct their expenses, thereby
reducing the tax bite to a nominal level.

RED SKELTON, comedian, concluded a special de-
mand performance at the Nugget in Sparks, Nevada,
on Aug. 30th, where he appeared with the elephants
Bertha and Tina.
RICKIE LAYNE, ventriloquist and the HIYABUSA
BROS., aero-comedy act are featured in the special
show "Naughty ... but Nice" at the Nugget, work-
ing three shows a day.
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THE WAbTENS FAMILY
PRESENTS

THE ULTIMATE IN BALANCE

OPEN FOR FAIRS, CIRCUS, CLUBS, OTHER DATES
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After October 22, 1978

For Information Contact:

WILLY WALTENS, 692 North Park St., Grand Rapids, Mich. - 49505

Phone: 616 - 363 - 6604
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SHOW DATES
Big Apple Circus

to Sept. 10 New York, NY

Beany-Cole Circus
Sep. 5-7 Crwvfordsv'lle, Ind

8-10 Terre Haute

Bentley Bros. Circus
Sep. 8-10 Philadelphia, Pa.

Garden-Johnson Circus
Sep. 7 Dallas, Texas

Canon & Barnes - No. 2
Sep. 4 Neepawa, Man.

5 Gladstone
6 Treherne
7 Kilarney
8 Manitou
9Winkler

10 Altona

Circus Vargas
Sep. 4-6 Salt Lake City, Utah

8-12 Lakewood, Colo.

Great American Circus
Sep. 4 Huntington, W.Va.

5 Paintsville, Ky.
6 Pikeville
7 Grundy, Va.

Happytime Circus
Sep. 9 Biggs, Calif.

Hubler Int'l Circus
Sep. 9 Rochester, N.Y.

Kay Bros. Mini-Circus
Sep. 6-10 Reno, Nev

Kool Aid Circus
Sep. 8-16 York, Pa.

Millette Amateur Circus
Sep. 9 Mesquite, Texas

Ringling's Blue Unit
Sep. 6-11 Fresno, Calif.

Ringling's Red Unit

Sep. 6-10 St. Louis, Mo.

Royal Hanneford Circus
Sep. 8 Holland, Mich.

9-10 Middletown, Ohio

Royal M & M Circus
Sep. 4 River Rogue, Mich.

Shrine Circus
Sep. 11-17 Dallas, Texas

John Strong Circus
Sep. 8-10 Vancouver, BC

TNT & Royal Olympic Circus
Sep. 6-10 Davenport, Iowa

- - - - O T H E R D A T E S - - - -

Al's Lemon-Zeen Comedy Car
Sep. 8-16 York, Pa.

Century 21 Shows - Blue
Sep. 6-9 Dickson, Tenn,

Century 21 Shows- Red
Sep. 1-9 Chattanooga, Tenn.

James H. Drew Expo Shows
Sep. 4-9 Newport, Tenn.

Foley & Burk Shows
Sep. 6-10 Reno, Nev.

Gutis Family Jungle Parody
Sep. 8-16 York, Pa.

Ice Capades • Eastern
Sep. 5-10 Binghamton, NY

Ice Capades - Western
Sep. 6-12 Houston, Texas

Lipko's Comedy Chimps
to Sep. 10 Nebr. State Fair

Magic Time USA (Pr. Miller)
Sep. 9 Couer d'Alene, Idaho

Old Time Car Display
Sept. 9 Walnut Creek, Calif.

Ed Pedrero's Attractions
Sep. 7-10 Window Rck, Co.

Royal American Shows
Sep. 9-17 Hutchinson, Kans

The Sikorsky's - Jugglers
Sep. 8 Pottstown, Pa.

9 Lansdale

Tip Top Shows
Sep. 7-10 Richl'd Cnt, Wsc

BOOKING FOR NOV.-DEC.
6331 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 603

Hollywood, Calif. - 90028

Phone: Person-to-Person
KEN GRIFFIN after 4:30 p.m.

Houston (713) 729-7076

* ONE UNIQUE ACT 10 COMPLETE SBOW *
• \HS HH.HVUHt •• . i. . . - i DSVf.VC MM»; / « u s f st Wf HANDBALASCtNQ t i l l .

MORTON MERAZ 302 17th STREET SAN DIEGO. CALIFORNIA 92101 (714) 238 1375



JIMMY and EVY FOSSETT salvaged their season by
spot-dating Garden Bros. Circus, playing the Calgary
stampede and signing the Texas dates. The troupe had
been scheduled to go to Iran through an agency in
England, in fact had consumated the deal last Npvem
her, when a sudden cancellation turned their entire
season upside down, especially when they had given
up lucrative contracts here in the States. Jimmy told
me the cancellation was caused by the excessive cost
of shipping their rigging and baggage abroad.
The new boy in their Swaying Stars high pole act is
PETER, formerly of the HORTABAGY TROUPE,
now married to Jimmy's daughter LUCY. The young
man looks good in the air and is doing a great job.
TUFFY NICHOLAS, son of famed Count Nicholas,
broke his nose diving into the shallow end of a swim-
ming pool at a motel this summer. The alteration to
his handsome face doesn't look bad at all, but Tuffy
is very unhappy about itl
CIRQUE GATINI No. 1 is in Newfoundlend - or was
in early August and the commercials for the show
«Mre Teeveed all over the Maritime Provinces. Pulling
into a truck stop in Quebec I saw a seat wagon from
the No. 2 Unit, which had been dropped off for some
reason, it was very good looking, well constructed.
The CTV program CIRCUS! is being heavily flacked
all over Canada as one of their fall prime-time shows.
WHEN JIM NORDMARK's magic unit took its sum-
mer hiatus, musical-comedy headliners BONNIE &
CLYDE filled in on Intl All Star. The team is now
back with the magic unit which re-opened in August.
TOMMY BENTLEY is currently in Philadelphia head-
ing up the Police Promo for the fall showing of Bent-
ley Bros. Partner CHUCK CLANCY is in Oubuque,
Iowa. "No way," screamed Tommy, "am I going to
be stuck in Duouque for two and a half months."
Their gal friday, HARRIETT, is running the Johns-
town (Pa) Firemen's Promotion • a date which mark-
ed the debut of Bentley Bros; taet season.
STARTING AT THE BOTTOM: IAN, Jr. and RICKY
GARDEN spent the summer handling props on Gar-
dan Bros. Circus, really getting into it - however MIC-
KEY GARDEN tells me neither of her sons has any
real interest in the business and plan to enter other
professions - considering how things are in our busi-
ness nowadays one can hardly blame them for being
so sensible!
SNAPSHOTS: VASHEK and KATHY are currently
at the New York State Fair.. .the circus at the Mich-
igan State Fair is once again being produced by
BAUER-HALL.. .GRACE and CHUCK take their
Royal M&M Circus Internationale to River Rouge
(Mich) Sept. 4th.. .Add the Flying Espanas, the Cor-

onas, the Navarros, the Dolly Sisters, the Fornasaries,
the Franconis, The Rocket Car, the Swaying Stars,
and Sir Victor Julian to the Texas dates.. .The Moore
Comedy Mule Act is very funny and very different...
JO ANN & SUNNY played the Yarmouth (NS) Fair
for GASTONI.. .The YOUNG TROUPE played a
•shopping center in Salem (Mass) enroute from the
ttaritimes to Texas for Carden-Johnson.. .VIRGINIA
FENTON will be the organist on Bentley Bros, this
fall.. .Organist JOHN ASBURY makes Hickory (NO
fair for WES OLER.. JOE SMILEY and GEORGIA
will also be there, as well as at a number of other
fairs for the Oler agency throughout the south. .BON-
NIE & CLYDE will appear at Orangeburg (SO in Oct
for Oler, having been released for that date by JIM
NORDMARK.. .Rumors are that ROY WELLS and
the Hawthorne cat act will return to Garden Bros, in
79.. .lan's season starts up again in early March...
FRANK and ESTRELETA are currently in Canada
playing fain and will be with SAM T. POLACK this
fall.. .LOU ANN JACOBS will appear for Sam at the
Charleston (W.Va) Shrine date in October.. .The .
QUASSARS are now rocketing around at the Minne-
sota State Fair.. .go next to Puyallup (Wash), then
BACK to Ontario (I).. .Maybe they're flying from
spot to spot in their rocket ship these days!.. .Trudy
and Bill hope to have their new Dalmation dog act
ready for the '79 season.. .NICK YOUNG spent his
days "fishing" during the troupe's Chariortetown,
P.E.I, engagement in August - and kept everyone sup-
plied with fish.. .The Emmett Kelly, Jr. Circus plays
Greenville (SO in mid-Sept.. .CLARA BERTINI,
with her son and daughter, played Kennywood Park
in Aug. with their bike act. With them on the bill were
the VASHEK DUO.. .SCALZO & Co., illusionists,
are out on fair dates.
VANDALISM: LON GERAL & CO., a new magician
from the New England area, returned home one morn-
ing to the Kennedy Coliseum at the Charlottetown
(PEI) fair to discover his magic props had been van-
dalized the night before. Hoodlum kids had torn
apart his zig-zag illusion and his trunk escape. The
other acts' props were untouched, which was a miracle.
BAUER-HALL set ARIAS BEARS at Storytown Park
at the end of July where the act will remain until it
opens with Bentley Bros, in Sept. The Bauer-Hall
agency is busy at this time of year setting acts for
Europe.
THE CASE of the Vanishing Juggler: The Dobritch
Circus at Busch Gardens in Williamsburg (Va) appears
on a stage, fronted by a moat. The Juggler was on and
Ray Hartzell, who cuts the show listening to cues via

(Continued on Page 24)
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MAGIC TIME USA
by Kathryn Holliday
I recently attended a convention of feature writers,
whose contributions are read in magazines and news-
papers throughout the country. This convention was
held in Chicago and it was here I. was told about the
recent renovation of the old Paramount Theatre in
downtown Aurora, a Chicago suburb.
When I arrived at this renovated palace, I realized the
opportunity to visit the past through these hallowed
walls was made even more delightful by finding that
the stage attraction for the day was a magical-musical
entitled "Magic Time USA". This 90 minute review
starred Prof. Miller, whom I soon found to be Stuart
Miller known as "Stu" to his friends and cronies. He
was standing center stage directing the unloading and
setting-up of the scenery and illusions of this magni-
ficent road show.
"Number 23, stage right; 28 is wardrobe, dressing
room 2, who's that broad that is sitting in the sixth
row?" His attentiveness made me understand that I
was the "broad" he was referring to; hence I quickly
introduced myself. I learned that you don't wander
into a theatre when an illusion show is being hung
without the consent of the performing magician.
However, my press credentials and a genuine interest
to see a full blown magic show mellowed my host and
he allowed me and seat in the house.
However, this was qualified with a, "Get out of the
house until curtain time. Go out the stage door and
turn right. The first trailer is mine. Tell Sara I sent
you. She's got the coffee pot on." Stu made me feel
like a starlet that was about to get her first big break.
Outside, amid a semi-trailer from which props were
being unloaded by the stage hands; and tw other
trucks; one of which six men were unloading a cage
with a real leopard in it, I found Sara. A beautiful
Mexican girl whose talents ranged from gracious hos-
tess to seamstress, juggler and unicyclist; to partner
to Prof. Miller.
I was seated prior to the house lights dimming down
and in time to hear the Magic Time USA show band
begin a rousing overture. Conducted by a very talent-
ed trumpet player. Bill Case, this combination of
two brass, an organ ana drums played constantly to
keep the show moving on cue. Appropriately, the fi-
nal number in the overture medley was "Another Op
ening, Another Show". Then the kettle drums rolled
a tympani and pink and blue spotlights danced excit-
edly on the grande drape, a voice-over announced the
show.
The curtain opened as four girls danced on stage pos-
ing in front of an Oriental gateway A flash of fire and
Mephistopheles himself. Prof. Miliei, appealed m
black tails accented in rhinestones. Some small fast

magic of the hands followed with doves being produ-
ced and vanished only to reappear in a previously em-
pty container, water changed to silk scarves and the
biggest white rabbit I've ever seen appeared from no-
where. I'll never know how it became a duck nor will
I dare ask the Professor how he did it.
The magician had fun with some children on the apron
while another scene was being set. The full house was
delighted when the moppet helpers turned the tables
on the Professor. The thought crossed my mind that
he must sometimes have the urge to make them dis-
appear. As though by ESP he did exactly that, chang-
ing two of them into big geese that hissed and were
chased off stage by two able assistants.
The curtain opened on an oriental palanquin that was
empty and the side curtains were drawn. When they
were opened a girl was seen reclining in the palanquin.
The Professor hypnotised this beautiful female and
caused her to float in the air. A solid hoop was pass-
ed over the girl, yet she continued to float higher
and higher. "Stu" had somehow changed costumes
as he was now dressed in white tails. The floating
Princess descended onto a couch and when she was
brought out of the trance you wondered if you had
really witnessed this fantasy.
Prof. Miller closed the first half of the show by pitch-
ing a trick package to all the customers. I was amazed
at the response he got from this offering. Who said
magic is dead! Prof. Miller introduced a local magi,
William F. Becker, 93 yrs. young and a veteran of the
magic/circus game.
During intermission discussion ran high, relative to
how the "tricks" were done. The levitation act seem-
ed to capture the imagination of all. The best explan-
ation came from a nine year old seat mate that confi-
dently explained that, "it was all pre-arranged."
The second half opened with Sara Miller being visibly
transformed into a snarling leopard. This beautiful
animal, I found out later, actually belonged to the
Millers, who raised it from a cub. More small magic
with an empty cylinder and a French poodle. Then a
trip to London where an authentic Punch & Judy act
was presented by the Professor. The entire wardrobe
in this show is dazzling with much of it being manufac-
tured by Sara Miller.

To my amazement Stu Miller again changed costumes
His changes are very fast and when you least expect
them. The chimp act that followed (Horwath Family)
was well received by the audience, and the heavy-
weight (?) fight act was funny. Prof. Miller in his fifth
costume change produced yirls and more girls from
empty boxes. He selected one and cut her into six
parts. However, he also put her back together again
to the relief of my fellow theatre goers.
The finale was the disappearance of Prof. Miller in a

(Continued on Page 23)
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by Robert C. Toll
Minstrelsy's unprecedent success demonstrated the
great, almost unlimited, demand for popular enter-
tainment that spoke for and to the great masses of
middling Americans. It also exposed some of the cen-
tral strains in American popular culture. Intense na-
tionalistic and aggressively egalitarian, minstrelsy
took common people as its central characters and
employed a robust humor to ridicule foreigners'
"strange" ways and to debunk the pretentious. Be-
sides laughter, minstrelsy also contained a wide var-
iety of attractions that virtually anyone could under-
stand and appreciate along with a strong current of
sentimentalism. Cutting across all boundaries - age,
sex, literacy, region and national origin - it provided
a light-hearted diversion that continually adjusted it-
self to public moods, desires and tastes.
But minstrelsy was much more than merely amuse-
ing. As it entertained, it served critically important
social and psychological functions. To please their
widespread, vociferous audiences, minstrels constant-
ly worked on new material, dropping the unpopular
and retaining, honing and expanding anything that
evoked laughter and/or applause. Although they al-
ways tailored their material to suit their audiences,
they did much more than just reflect a particular
group's ideas. They created concrete images out of
abstract notions and beliefs and performed them
throughout the country. Furthermore, minstrel ma-
terial that was familar and "old-hat" in one area or
to one audience might be strange and new when min-
strels introduced it to others. A great many 19th cen-
tury Americans must have gotten their first and per-
haps only, exposure to such subjects as plantations,
cities, Negroes, Irishmen or Germans while watching
a minstrel show. In the same informal and even un-
conscious ways that basic social and cultural values
are transmitted to children, minstrels communicated
their implicit messages to their audiences as part of
their performances. The jokes that were told and re-
told, the songs that were on everyone's lips, and the
vivid, literally living, characters that minstrels created
all embedded minstrels' imagines and symbols into
the structure and assumptions of American popular
thought. While building their repertoires, minstrels in
effect evolved a kind of "national folklore" a collec-
tion of images, definitions, symbols and meanings
that most white Americans could and did share.

From the beginning, minstrels helped audiences cope
with their concerns, frustrations and anxieties. Lam-
basting aristocrats and making extensive use of fron-
tier language and lore, minstrels asserted the worth
and dignity of the white American common man.
They created ludicrous Northern Negro characters
that assured audience members that however con-
fused, bewildered or helpless they felt, someone was

much worse off than they were. These ridiculously
stupid black characters who had to learn everything
the hard way, also enabled minstrels to answer their
audiences' need for information about modern life re-
inventions, natural laws, the proper use of language,
urban problems, and interpersonal relations - with-
out threatening or insulting them. Similarly, min-
strelsy's ethnic caricatures made America's first "for-
eign" immigrants seem understandable. Their caustic
jokis about such topics as woman's rights or the pro-
blems of urban living made threatening matters seem
less ominous by letting people laugh at them. Their
maudlin, sentimental songs reaffirmed traditional val-
ues while also providing emotional release. And their
unwavering patriotism gave all "good Americans" a
sense of belonging to the great country on earth.
Perhaps most important of all its social and psychol-
ogical functions, minstrelsy provided a non-threaten-
ing way for a vast number of white Americans to
work out their ambivalence about race at a time when
that issue was paramount. Consistent with their na-
tionalism, egalitarianism and commitment to the sta-
tus of whites, minstrels ultimately evolved a rational-
ization of racial caste as a benevolent fulfillment of,
not a contradiction to, the American Creed. If Negt
roes were to share in America's bounty of happiness,
minstrels asserted, they needed whites to take care of
them. To confirm this, minstrels created and repeated
ly portrayed the contrasting caricatures of inept, ludi-
crous Northern blacks and contented, fulfilled South-
ern Negroes. Besides providing living proof that whites
need not feel guilty about racial caste, the minstrel
plantation also furnished romanticized images of a
simpler, happier time when society was properly or-
dered and the loving bonds of home and family were
completely secure. Minstrelsy, in short, was one of
the few comforting and reassuring experiences that
19th century white Americans shared.

Beginning with early blackface entertainers who ad-
apted aspects of Afro-American music, dance, and
humor to suit their white audiences, minstrelsy also
brought blacks and at least part of their culture into
American popular culture for the first time. The en-
thralling vitality of this material, nen as adapted by
white performers, accounted in large part for min-
strelsy's great initail impact. Although minstrel use
of black culture declined in the late 1850's as white
minstrels concentrated on caricatures of blacks, when
Negroes themselves became minstrels after the Civil
War, they brought a transfusion of their culture with
them. Again, Afro-American culture intrigued white
Americans. But black minstrels had to work within
narrow limits because they performed for audiences
that expected them to act out well-established min-
strel stereotypes of Negroes. Within these restrictions
however, black minstrels began to modify plantation

(Continued on Page 21)
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by Hayes Ganiard
An article appearing in the Sept. issue of "Horse, of
Course!" states that so many people have shed a nos-
talgic tear over the breakup and sale of Dick Spar-
row's famous 40-horse hitch that an effort is being
made to hold an annual reunion at the Agricultural
Hall of Fame at Bonner Springs, Kansas, whereby pur-
chasers of the matched Belgians would get together
once a year to recreate the "40" for years to come.
This seems like a great and worthy effort. If you'd
like to help, they can use it at the Agricultural Hall.
Those big dudes still eat a bale of hay a day plus grain
and ottwr posts.
For full information on deductible contributions to
the "Preserve the 40" effort and on Ag Hall member
ships, wite: Agricultural Hall of Fame, Bonner
Springs, Kansas 66012.

IN MEMORIAM
JEAN-GUY LECLAIR, who performed as "Grand
Melvin" died on Aug. 20th at La Tuque, Quebeq
about 130 miles north of Montreal. The 25 year old
entertainer lost control of a 7% foot boa constrictor
used in his act and was strangled before an audience
of 150 people.

ATTENTION
JOHN DAVENPORT

AMERICAN BIG TOP CIRCUS

J O H N D A V E N P O R T

AMERICAN BIG TOP CIRCUS

URGENT YOU CONTACT ME

IMMEDIATELY

R O B E R T C O M M E R F O R D
Route 4

Goshen, Conn. - 06756

Phone: 203 • 491 - 3421

For Sale
TOP NOTCH GOAT ACT

- C O M P L E T E -

4 Goats — 1 Banty Rooster

Well Trained and Seasoned

- 4 Years -

Props — Costumes

All Necessities

RUCKERS PERFORMING ANIMALS

404 - 788 - 2917

THE FLYING LAR-RAYS worked in Toronto for the
TV series "Circus" then jumped to Chicago for dates
for Fleckles, followed by a two week engagement at
Kennywood Park and this month they are appearing
with EDDIE ZACCHINI's Kool Aid Circus.

RICK LEGG (Harry the Clown) worked dates in Au-
gust for Klein's Attractions and this month is working
for JIMMY DOUGLASS and JERRY CONKLIN.

WELDON LOWRY BURDEN, father of Young Kan-
sas Bozo (Patrick) underwent surgery on Aug. 2nd af-
ter suffering an accident on the job. On Aug. 4th, his
mother Mrs. Loyette Burden and daughter Melissa
(age 7) also had surgery. They are all doing fine now
and expect to be back to normal soon.

THANK YOU
PEGGY KALTENBACH

K L E I N ' S ATTRACTIONS
FOR THE FAIR DATES

RICK LEGG, Harry the Clown

4 1 9 - 4 3 5 - 5 2 5 0
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DON'T MISS
MOORE'S MONGREL R E V U E

on the

MERV GRIFFIN SHOW

Sept. 1 3th in Major Cities

a week later in the smaller towns

TEARS AGO
In 1934 the Harrington's Nickel Plate Circus & Paw-
nee Bill's Buffalo Show opened the season in Okla-
homa City, Okla (Apr. 15-21) then toured the mid-
west area, using an 80 ft. with three 30 ft. center
pieces as a big top.
Managed by E. A. Harrington; Charles Aldrich was
a Distant manager; Mrs. Aldrich handled privileges;
( lief Yellow Eye had the concert with Pawnee Bill,

KOOL AID CIRCUS
by Bill Galloway
A unit of the Kool Aid Circus appeared at the Erie
County Fair, Hamburg, N. Y., Aug. 18-26. Produced
by Olympic International (Eddie Zacchini, executive
producer), the three ring show was set-up near the
educational-recreational exhibits at the fair. No top
was used and bleachers formed the "long and short
sides."

The show line-up consisted of: Production number
and opening spec featuring the Ramon Twins, con-
tortion; Seguras, trampoline; The Charlies, acrobats;
The Seguras, trampoline; Clowns with Big and Little
Firecracker; Joanne's (Pinson) canine review; Merle
Cook and his Comedy Car; The Gutis Family, Jungle-
land Parody; Clowns with Acupuncture; Arturo Se-
gura, bounding rope; the Kool Aid elephants, pre-
sented by Joanne and Dennis Pinson; The Flying
Espanas, flying trapeze and the Sensational Leiytis,
giant space wheel.

Clown Alley featured: Dime and Connie Wilson and
Dennie Pinson, Jr.
The show's announcer was Al Dawley and the band-
master was Russ Oarr.

W A N T E D

I < < kin** ffcr Ncvelty Act
Prefer Long Season, No Travel, One Show Per Day, With

Mondays Off.

All Details Plus Highest Salary in First Letter - Please.

Send $1.00 for Color Photo

Please Include Self-addressed, Stamped Envelope

Contact: D I E T E R T A S S O c/o Tommy Bartlett Show
Gut l inburg , Tenn.

Phone 615 - 453 -8027

(Miss Rose Adair No Collect Calls Please)
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For Sale
- 2 SHOWS -

SNOWMAN SHOW ON SEMI - Opens to 65
ft. front. My living quarters in front will pull out.
Showers - Septic tank - Hot water - Air - Wa-
ter tank - Lots of cabinets - Complete kitchen,
etc. Another living quarters in back also with
everything. Light plant and all sound system.

$7,300.00

GREEN DEATH SHOW on 23 ft. trailer - Liv-
ing quarters in front with Bunks, Frig, Water, etc.
Another room in back with all sound system, etc.
Built new this year. Complete with 3 Giant Ryno-
cerous Lizards.

$5,200.00

Practically new and full equipped 3/4 ton pick-
up pulls above unit is also available. Both shows
up and down in 45 minutes.

Now working with Art Frazier's World Fair Shows
until Albuquerque, then Lubbock and Dallas.

EDDIE PEDRERO. JR.

JOHN M O L I N A R I , former circus bandleader, is the
musical director touring with Ice Capades' Western
Unit

REV. DAVID HARRIS, formerly of Circus Kirk, is
now working for the Wichita Daily Eagle-Beacon in
Wichita, Kansas.

FRANK 6INK, son of George Bink well known slack
wire artist and LEO DEMERS, a retired acrobat, and
now residents of the War Veterans Home in Wood,
Wise., recently visited Circus World Museum in Bara-
boo. They were escorted to the museum by the
home's chaplain Father ALEX J. GRATTAROLA.

Miscellaneous
A local citizen reports "his most stupid momei *" war
at the circus.
The citizen asked for a box of popcorn, then handed
the salesman a $10 bill. The salesman asked if he
would hold the entire basket of corn until he could
come back with the change.
The salesman never returned, said the citizen and so I
"bought" a wicker basket of popcorn.

Mailroom
Mail has been returned for the following people and
the Post Office advises they are "Unable to Deliver
As Addressed."

Karlie and Cherry Fisers
Tim Wise

ATTENTION

DEADLINES
Several readers have complained that they were not
notified far enough ahead to take advantage of the
last minute subscription renewal at the old price. As
a result if you will rush in your CR renewal now we
will still accept it at the old price of $12.00 for the
year. Henceforth the cost is $15.00 per year.

D I C K G A R D E N

C I R C U S C A L I F O R N I A

URGENT YOU CONTACT ME

- IMMEDIATELY -

BETTY WENDANY'S
FUNS-A-POPPIN
Package Shows to Fit Your Needs
Box 391, Sunland, Calif 91040

(213) 352-4277 (213) 352 2454

B R I A N F A W C E T T

2 1 7 1 9 Barton Road
Colton, Cal i fornia • 92324

Phone: 714 - 825 - 7187
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FOR SALE
TENT. Side Show, 1 Yr. old (80x160')
all poles, t icket boxes, stages, bally plat-
forms, 40' semi-trailer with sleeping quar-
ters. Self-contained one unit. Gas or Die-
sel tractor also available.

VARGAS PRODUCTIONS
Box 4356 Burlingame, Cat. - 94010

twice each day audiences crowd the rail at Circus
Circus Hotel/Casino- Reno to watch the unique blend
of unicycle and teeterboard acrobatics performed by
the Esqueda Troupe. And twice daily these same au-
diences wildly applaude one certain trick, <j somer-
sault from a springboard to a three-man high mount-
ed on a tall unicycle.
But few spectators realize they are witnessing a su-
preme example of the three "P"s required of the
world's outstanding circus artists. They are: persis-
tence, patience and practice. Infinite practice. Hours
and weeks of practice. And for the spectacular clim-
ax to the Esqueda's routine • six solid years of prac-
tice.
"No one had ever done it," says group leader Alfon-
so. "Other groups have tried, but none has yet mas-
tered it. The bottom man, mounted on the high uni-
cycle, not only supports the living weight of the two
men standing on his shoulders, but he must absorb
the impact of the fourth man catapulted from the
teeterboard. It's a lot more dangerous than it looks."
From Mexico, Alfonso and brothers Alex, Armando
and Leo are no strangers to the demands of success
in sawdust circles. With four sisters, they are descen-
ded from more generations of circus performers than
they can count.
Alfonso originally performed with his parents, bro-
thers and sisters. After establishing themselves in Can-
ada and the U. S., the group found themselves in

"ANIMAL TALENT FOR ALL MEDIA"

STUDIO ANIMAL
RENTALS, INC.

(305)558-4160 WILLIAM VERGIS
Miami, Florida Pres./Head Trainer

Jrcef/vieous-
Acts seen working at the '78 Kingston, Ontario Exhi-
bition were: The Dolly Sisters, aerial; Kenny Young,
magic; Navarro's unicycles; Sir Chadwick Chase and
his Rolls Rotten and the Reynoso Duo.
Other entertainment included the RCMP Musical Ride,
CarlAerg Breweries 8 horse hitch; Carlton Showband
and the Trans-Canada Hell Drivers with Merle Cook's
Comedy car. Bookings were arranged by Gastoni.

Nebraska. It was there Alfonso found himself a gold-
en-haired beauty from Finland, appearing in another
acrobatic act in the next ring.
Graceful and lithe as a ballet dancer, Annell had been
working with her own family since she was 3% years
old. "My parents found it easier to bring me on stage
than to find a baby sitter."
Alfonso and Annell were married after a 3 year court
ship and following the birth of their first child, Lill,
Annell joined the troupe.
Little Lill is still continuing the circus tradition and
audiences at Circus Circus tend to "Oooh" and "Ah"
as the 9 year old mite demonstrates her poise and
showmanship on a unicycle as tall as she is.
"We couldn't keep her out of the act without break-
ing her heart," said her mother. "And Already her 5
year old brother Alfonso, turns up for the family
practice sessions."

INTERNATIONAL

W EURQPORAMA.
J O H N W I N N , President

223 West M a i n St., Suite 205, M e d f o r d , Oregon 97501 - Phone: (503) 7 7 9 - 7 4 4 1

A E R I A L T H R I L L and N O V E L T Y A C T S - FUNNY C L O W N S
- A C O M P L E T E 2 H O U R SHOW -



The Circus Report Page 13

Only MGM
could have

done it1 Only
Donn Arilen

could have pro-
duced it1 Only the

magnificent new
1800 seal Zieofeld
Room could nave

showcased this
show ol the centuiy

"Hello Hollywood.
Hello" leatunng
the most beautiful

girls in the world on
the world's largest stage.

Performances twite
nightly Dinner
Show - 8 P M

Cocktail Show -
Midnight Phone

now lor show
reservations

(702) 789 2285

/WGIWGRttNDHOTEL
PENO



TO PEOPLE INTERESTED IN THE PROFOGATION OF

THE ASIATIC ELEPHANT

B U K A L E E (BUKE) IMPORTED DEC. 1969 AT A P P R O X I M A T E L Y 11

MONTHS OLD IS NOW 7 FOOT 4tt INCHES TALL, WEIGHT 5410

LBS. NOW A V A I L A B L E FOR STUD SERVICE.

SPERM TESTED POSITIVE SEPT. 1977.

HE HAS SUCCESSFULLY BRED 3 FEMALES THUS FAR, AGES 7,

8 AND 14.

NEGOTIATIONS HAVE BEEN MADE FOR THIS COMING NOVEMBER

WITH LION COUNTRY SAFARI , GRANDE P R A I R I E , TEXAS, TO

BREED THEIR 3 ADULT FEMALES, AND WITH HUBERT CASTLE

TO BREED TWO OF HIS FEMALES.

DUE TO THE TRACTABIL ITY OF THE ASIATIC MALE ELEPHANT

AS AGE PROGRESSES A STRONGER MUSTH PERIOD ALSO HEIGH-

TENS. FOR THIS REASON BUKE WILL BE DONATED TO THE

HOUSTON ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS WITHIN A COUPLE OF YEARS.

BECAUSE OF HIS YOUNG AGE THE MUSTH IS MILD AS YET AND

IS FROM LATE MARCH TO EARLY MAY.

AS FAR AS CAN BE DETERMINED THROUGH MY PERSONAL

RESEARCH AND STUDY THE HEAT PERIOD OF THE FEMALE IS

ABOUT EVERY 28 DAYS. I'VE COME TO TO THIS CONCLUSION

FROM THE A T T I T U D E OF THE MALE AND THE THE TEMPERATURE

INCREASE OF A P P R O X I M A T E L Y 6 DEGREES IN THE FEMALE FOR

5 DAYS. CLIMATE T A K E N INTO CONSIDERATION, OF COURSE.

GESTATION IS 17 TO 22 MONTHS, I HOPE.

WHILE THE OPPORTUNITY IS HERE FOR STUD SERVICE I HOPE

TO FIND A V A I L A B L E FEMALES. OUR FACILIT IES ARE LIMITED

BUT I AM WILLING TO TRANSPORT HIM.



I STAND TO BE CORRECTED ON THE FOLLOWING: THERE ARE

A P P R O X I M A T E L Y 44 MALE ELEPHANTS IN THIS COUNTRY AT

THIS TIME AND ONLY TWO ASIANS ARE WILLING TO BREED .

ONE IS PACKY IN A ZOO AND UNMANAGEABLE, THE OTHER

IS BUKE.

I WOULD APPRECIATE CORRESPONDANCE FROM ANYONE INTER-

ESTED IN BREEDING THEIR FEMALES OR JUST PLAIN INTERESTED

IN ELEPHANTS. I'D BE HAPPY TO SWAP INFORMATION AND DATA

ON THE PROBLEM OF WHY THE M A J O R I T Y OF MALE ELEPHANTS

HAVE NO INTEREST IN BREEDING IN CAPTIVITY.

YOU MAY REACH ME AT THE FOLLOWING A D D R E S S UNTIL MID-

OCTOBER.

My Permanent Address is:
Bucky Steele P. O. Box 264
P. O. Box 611 Seagoville, Texas - 75159
Orange, Calif. - 92666 Phone: 214 - 287 - 4226
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FROM ENGLAND
by Jack Niblett
"Direct from the U. S. A., Buffalo Bill's Wild West
Show returns to London for the first time in 80 years"
was how the posters proclaimed the two weeks run in
the spacious covered Wembley Arena.
The performance opened with an Overture by the Cow
boy Band, playing music composed for Buffalo Bill's
appearance in London in 1886. Then followed the in-
troduction of Col. William Frederick Cody, portrayed
by Rudy Bobbins of San Antonio, Texas. He is an im-
pressive, convincing figure, mounted on a white horse.
Next came the Grand Entry with the Congress of
Rough Riders of the World, well costumed, and be-
flagged and filling the arena. Roman riding followed
with some good classical stuff; an exhibition of Aus-
tralian whip cracking led up to the real Buffalo Bill
classic - The Attack on the Deadwood Stage Coach.
As anticipated Cody was on hand to beat off the
dreaded Indians and soothe the fair passengers. Chief
Grey Otter exhibited the dangerous art of knife throw-
ing, using a live target. Trick and Fancy Roping by
American and Australian cowboys and cowgirls filled
the arena, and then came an item which seemed to
capture the hearts of Londoners, as the "Original
Americans" representatives of the Navajo, Maricopa,
Hopi, Kiamath-Modoc, Osage-Pawnee, Sioux, Santa
Clara Pueblo, Seneca and Cherokee tribes, gorgeously

Mined and be-feathered, took over the arena with
tiieir teepees and their dances.
After intermission the Los Argentines, South Ameri>
ran • juchos, very lively, noisy artists gave an incred-

, athletic display of native songs and dances, an act
which almost stopped the show. A special attraction
followed, Barrell Racing, with American cowgirls and
English equestriennes competing in the intricate clover
leaf pattern in furious racing.

The Mounted Artillery in a display of marksmanship
of 100 years ago was listed but did not perform. John
Brady showed his mastery with the aboriginal boomer-
ang and then followed an exciting, but all-too-short
"Hide Race." We were treated to a "Western Town
scene" as portrayed on the film screens, and then came
some hair-raising stunts with accidents being missed
only by a hairs-breadth. Joyce Rice captured the im-
agination of the Engliash audience with her baton
twirling and juggling.
The last scene of all was the Wagon Tram, depicting
the life of pioneers on their way west. Once again the
menace of the Indians was only averted by the appear-
ance of Buffalo Bill. This time assisted by the U. S.
Cavalry, who came along with their cannon to settle
the Red Man's hash. Then i t was all out and over with
a Grand Finale and a farewell from Buffalo Bill and the
Congress of Rough Riders of the World.

C I R C U S E Q U I P M E N T

FOR SALE
One Finger Act - Ladder Act
(sword balancing).

Tables (5 ft x 8 ft) - Swivels -
Head Rings - Juggling Clubs
and Hoops.

2 ton Camper , Custom buil t 24
ft. long, 6 ft. over cab, Living
quar te r s in f ron t . Can carry up
to 2400 pounds - Has spring
hitch.

A L F R E D M E D E I R O S
P. O. Box 847

Sarasota, Fla. - 33578

JOHN E. LENKER (P. 0. Box 544, Redlands, Calif)
is seeking information about a circus that played in
Sunbury, Pa. in 1912. Anyone having information
regarding the show should contact him.

RED GATES has been handling the concessions with
the Hubler International Circus this season.

'CHETand MARY LOU SLUSSER were among the
many people who attended the CUB Meet at the en-
gagement in Anaheim, Calif., with Ringling-Barnum
Blue Unit.

C A R L O S OBANDO is recovering from the hand in-
jury he received earlier in the year. He expects to be
back performing very soon.

The Wild West show was produced by Montie Montana
who also acted as announcer. Members of the company
included: Jones Benally, chief of the Indians and cham-
pion hoop dancer; Los Argentines (Daniel and Mario
Garcia Celario and Hugo Victor Lopez); Penny Lyon,
trick rider. The Bradys, whip crackers; Joyce Rice,
batons; Rudy Robbins, "Buffalo Bill"; Phil Spangen-
berger, shooting and riding; Jess Montana, riding, ro-
ping, etc., The Marvells (Jim, Jan and daughter Sonna)
fancy riding; and of course there were plenty of Real
Indians to thrill everyone, myself included!
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2
Super Sensational Acts

JEFFRIES C A L I FORM A SEA LIONS

Funny antics from the true comedians of the

deep blue sea

w^>

JANICE ILLUSIONIST E X T R A O R D I N A I R E !

1 • Crystal Box 2 - Metamorphus

3 - Girl to Tiger

«^>

F L A S H Y P R O F E S S I O N A L D E P E N D A B L E

«^>

NOW APPEARING IN C A N A D A WITH CIRCUS GATINI

^

BOOKING NOW FOR:

OCT. THRU XMAS

ADDRESS THRU OCT. 1* PERMANENT ADDRESS:

«2?D« O™™ L A R R Y JEFFR.ES
Montreal. Quebec, Canada HI L 4X7 9000 Seachy Avenue
Phone:(514)351-2415 Arleta. Cal.f. -91331
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CLIFF VARGAS is the ringmaster in a TV special of
Circus Vargas which was shown on CBS-Tv's "60 Min-
utes" program on Aug. 27th and will be reshown on
Sept. 10th.

TOM OGDEN, magician, has been signed to work on
the riverboat "Mississippi Queen" for two weeks, and
he will be dressed like an early day gambler, doing his
close-up features.

MERLE COOK and HAPPY DAVIS, both of whom
have comedy car acts, got together in Ontario last
month and had a great reunion. They worked on the
same bill amost 30 years ago.

REV. WELLS NEWELL GRAHAM, Chaplain for the
Ringling-Barnum Circus, was the banquet speaker for
the National Gathering of Circus Model Builders Meet
on Aug. 11th. The CMB's display their models during
the annual Southern California RBBB date.

CHARLES RAYMOND was recently elected president
of the Kansas State Alley, with VELMA LOWRY nam-
ed vice president, Dr. HOWARD KILLOUGH, state
coordinator and Mrs. Howard Killough, secretary/trees

BONNIE & CLYDE, musical act, joined the Int'l All
Star Circus at Pirtsfield, Mass., on Aug. 20th.

Acts wanted
For 1 m o n t h tour in Penna. Area
star t ing Nov. 27th .

One good fami ly act doing two
or more ground acts.

Also an imal act, preferably dog
and chimp or s imilar t ype .

M u s t be First Class acts with nice
wardrobe , etc.

Can also place Show Organ i s t .

Send photos, price and past dates
played or shows traveled w i t h to:

A L L A N HILL
3940 R u t h e r f o r d Street

Harr i sburg . Penna . - 17111

W A N T E D
R. B.& B. B. CIRCUS PROGRAMS

For the Seasons of 1920-22-24-25
Please state price and condition

A.M.HARRIS
2136 W. Master St., Philadelphia, Pa. 19121

BEATTY-COLECIRCUS
by Don Sandman
The Clyde Beatty-Cole Bros. Circus played the mall
at Muncie, Ind., Aug. 11-13 and drew good crowds.
When seen by this reporter the show had a full house
The performance opens with Count Nicholas' intro-
duction of the circus band, directed by Charles Ber-
tini (8 pieces) and is followed by a long mount of 9
elephants on the track.
The program featured: Dave Hoover's lions and tig-
en; Rita & Elba and the Flores Duo, aerialists; The
Clowns; The Ramos Family, riding act; The Ruwills,
plate spinning; The Antoys, teeterboard; Tina Stor-
ey, juggling; Mr. Gabriel, trapeze; Miss Pirtenger,
trapeze; Clown Boxing match; Julio & Antonio and
The Ferreiras, perch poles; The Lancelots, high wire;
Javana's Baboons; Aerial ballet with Marlyn, the girl
in the moon; Intermission with the Clowns being in-
troduced and autographing programs and color books
The second half opens with The Flying Aztecs, The
Clowns; Charmain's Animal Revue (3 ponies, 3 dogs
and a monkey); The Estradas and Hans & Sigrid, ac-
robatics; The Oscarians, risley; Fred Logan and the
circus elephants.
The front lot includes a ticket wagon, pony ride,
tide show (2 trucks with banners), concession truck,
pit show and souvenir stand. All trucks are freshly
painted and look great.
The town was well covered with paper and the mall
had a ticket booth set up with window cards and pa-
per in all the stores, plus old lithos from the by-gone
days. Free children's tickets were given out by all of
the merchants. Reserved seats were priced at $6.00
with the blues set at $5.00 for adults.

THE. CLOU/N
Now booking Fall and Winter Dates for
Circus, Malls, Xmas Shows, or our own
self-contained show.
Call or Write: RICK or SHARON LEGG

(419) 435-5260 (Mornings are Best)
P. 0. Box 632, Bradner. Ohio 43406
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J O H N D A V E N P O R T ' S

JUNGLE WONDERS CIRCUS
HELP WANTED IN ALL DEPARTMENTS

NOW THRU DEC. 15, 1978 AND FOR ALL OF

THE 1979 SEASON

Contact : ANSWERING SERVICE

512 - 787 - 3110

WE WILL REPLY TO YOUR CALL WITHIN 24 HOURS

WANT
ALL TYPES OF ACTS EXCEPT ANIMAL ACTS

- Especially Flying Acts and Wire Acts -

BILLPOSTERS MUSICIANS

MECHANICS to work on PROP MEN

Diesel Trucks COOK

ELEPHANT and ANIMAL MEN DIESEL TRUCK D R I V E R S

CANDY BUTCHERS V E T E R I N A R I A N S

ELECTRICIANS ANIMAL T R A I N E R S

Extra help is needed due to expansion of 1978 fall tour and the 1979 season
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CIRCUS VARGAS
by Mike Sporrer
Good things are worth waiting for and that's what
Pacific Northwest circus fans found when Circus Var-
gas arrived to spend nearly three weeks in the Tacoma
-Seattle area. This was their first major tour of West-
ern Washington and was quite successful.
Back in 1972 the show was known as Miller-Johnson
and appeared under sponsorship of the King County
Police. The following year it appeared at Bremerton
for the police. By 1974, the title Circus Vargas was
in use and they were in Tacoma for three days, spon-
sored by local merchants and 4 days in Portland. The
circus skipped the Northwest in '75, but returned in
76 to start their trans-Canada tour in B. C.
This year's physical layout is the same as last years.
The 2 year old blue big top (150 with 3 - 50's) is still
in excellent condition, being used at almost every
stand. The stand-by orange top is still carried but is
seldom used and is rolled into 10 bundles on a flat
bed truck.
Catching the show's set-up at Eugene's (Ore) Lane
County Fairgrounds on July 10th, I found the whole
operation was being handled in an efficient manner.
The top is unloaded with a fork lift and then spread
out and laced. Poles are all set by a fork lift. At each
stand they hire help for setting up and teardown, cut-
ting the number of full time help required and cutting
the cost of the operation.
The motor fleet of tractors is the finest on the road,
using Peterfailts, Kenworths and Whites, painted var-
ious colors - red, white and blue. All tractors have a
plastic title logo with the show's address on the door
panels. The new Arden ticket wagon and office 5th
wheel trailer is pulled by a pick-up and has 10 win-
dows for the sale of tickets. New this year are print-
ed tickets for the box seats.
The Comfort Station unit is the finest of its kind, and
the 4 yr. old concession trailer is a beauty. Sadly mis-
sed is the side show, which had been operated by Jim
Windland. In its place are 12 elephants, 2 camels, a
zebra and the show's liberty horses. A 6 pony sweep
and novelty stand complete the midway.
The marquee tent with its white lettering "Circus
Vargas Main Entrance" and the ticket lane dividers
with logo present a pleasing effect to the public. Man-
aged by Bill Biggerstaff and crew, including past pre-
sident of the CFA Gene McDonald, the patrons move
quickly to the seating areas.
Inside a novelty stand is at the left, and programs are
sold by Jan Joyner ($1.00 each). They were designed
by Bill Biggerstaff and the book is a classic with color
photos, program and show roster.

The seating layout is the same as last year with box
seats front and back at $8.00. The preferred front

GUNTHER GEBEL WILLIAMS was featured in a
special three page story, with photos, in the Milwau-
kee Sentinel (Wise), on Aug. 18th.

MARY MAYNARD, former wife of the late cowboy
star KEN M A Y N A R D , is reportedly writing a book
about their life in show business.

TERRI LA PORTE, an RBBB Blue Unit clown has
been featured in recent San Francisco area papers.

Show Report
The past season hasn't been as good as previous ones
according to George Hubler, producer of the Hubler
International Circus. His show generally plays various
sponsored dates and spot locations.

The Hubler International Circus also plays several
fair dates each year. "The money is not as good as
some other spots but fairs are good, steady work,"
says Hubler, "and I plan to »ek more next year."

side is $6.75 and general admission for the back side
and ends runs $5.50. A steel seat trailer is used and
next year a fleet of aluminum 5th wheel seat trailers
will replace the present jack and stringer seating. New
ring curbs are also planned.
Business throughout the Western Washington run was
excellent. About 3,000 people were on hand to watch
the set-up at Tacoma on July 28th. Turnaways were
then the regular thing at the Mall engagement.
At Tukwila the show ran into the annual Sea fair cele-
bration which resulted in a drop in attendance, but at
South Seattle things picked up. Two radio stations
sponsored shows, both of which were turnaways.
This year's program can best be described as "Class"
and is by far the best ever. Many of the performers
are appearing on the west coast for the first time and
each comes in for their share of applause and appre-
ciation. The band is also a great feature of the show.

The performance includes: Color book sales by the
ringmaster, Mike Gorman; National Anthem, Over-
ture (Jim Gibson, band leader); Spec, Circus on Par-
ade; The Bounding Plunketts, trampoline; The Fly-
ing Lantonys and The Flying Lanes; Gary Thornton,
dogs; The Baker Family clowns (4); The Eight Alex-
anders, teeterboard; Sir Wm. Baker, horses; Tommy
Baker, horses; Ron & Mitzie, iron jaw; Semen's
chimps; The Abulet Bros., high wire; Intermission.
The second half features: Lawrence Grant, lions; The
Glorious, swinging perch; Christopher James, tight
wire; The Baker Family Clowns; Naghtin's bears; Bri-
dget Ballentine, revolving trapeze; Rex and Ava Wil-
liams, elephants with a long mount ending.
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MINSTRELS(Contimud)

caricatures and first attracted large numbers of black
people to American popular entertainment.
By the turn of the 20th century, the popularity of
the minstrel show was waning and black minstrelsy
was generally restricted to a Southern and primarily
rural base, including blacks. Tin Pan Alley, musical
comedies and vaudeville became the major vehicles
through which blacks could reach a national audience.
Bert Williams, for example, began his career with one
of Lew Johnson's black minstrel troupes, but achie-
ved national eminence in musical comedies, vaude-
ville and the Ziegfeld Follies. But Williams and a hand-
ful of other black stars and celebrities were except-
ions. Generally as minstrelsy declined so did oppor-
tunities for Negroes to participate in the mainstream

Everyone's Reading

of American popular entertainment. But btio:-; long,
black entertainers were basically limited to perform-
ing for largely Negro audiences. Although this nour-
ished Afro-American culture and laid the foundation
for the professional black entertainment circuits that
flourished virtually underground in the 20th century,
it also meant that blacks again became just the uppaid
sources of the material - music, dance and humor -
that periodically revitalized American popular culture
and made white entertainers famous and rich.
Despite its great impact and extensive influence on
both popular thought arid popular culture, minstrelsy
lost its dominance of the entertainment business in
the 1890's. From its inception, its portrayals of the
plantation and of Negroes, especially Southern Ne-
groes, had been its greatest asset and its distinguish-
ing characteristic. Its popularity directly coincided
with public curiosity, concern and interest in these

subjects. When these waned, minstrelsy was
doomed.
White minstrels, caught between their "au-
thentic" black competitors and the versa-
tility of variety and musical shows, prolong-
ed the life of their form by shifting to more
lavish productions, greater variety, urban
topics and even an abandonment of black
face.
But these changes simply made it easier for
vaudeville to absorb the blackface act and
take minstrelsy's place as the most popular
and therefore the most significant enter-
tainment form in the country.
But like the Cheshire Cat in the topsy-turvy
world through the looking glass, where ap-
pearances offered few clues to reality, the
minstrel show, long after it had disappeared,
left its central image - the grinning black
mask - lingering on, deeply imbedded in
American consciousness.

Are You?. If Not

ONLY SB.00 A YEAR

P.O. Box 1616
Sarasota, Fla. 33578 • "Give him anything he oiks for . . .
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IN MEMORIAM
CRESTONJ. SHOEMAKER (81) a former side show
boxing champion and mayor of Doy lest own, Pa.,
died June 28th at West Chester, Pa. As a youngster
he was a roustabout with the Buffalo Bill Show. Sur-
vivors include his wife, Marvinia and a son.

ALFRED SOMMERSVILLE, who spent 50 years in
the circus and carnival business, died July 4th at Tor-
onto, Ontario. He was a past president of the Cana-
dian Chapter of the Showmen's League of America.

HENRY J. TREFFLICH (70) retired animal impor-
ter died at Bound Brook, N.J. on July 7th. At one
time he was the major U. S. importer of animals for
circuses, zoos and private citizens. He co-authored
two books "They Never Talk Back" and "Jungle
For Sale". Survivors include his wife, Alberta, two
sons and two daughters.

Please Note:
Please, if you move sand us your new address. Many
issues are returned and we are unable to locate the
subscriber. It should be your responsibility to send
in a change of address. It should not be CR.s burden
to trace down naw addresses.

- CAGE MEN -

WANTED
MUST D R I V E SEMI

Good Pay — Long Season

Room and Board Year Round

ALSO N E E D

— Elephant Men —

Contact:

D A V E H O O V E R
Clyde Beatty-Cole Bros. Circus
As Per Route

Or Call:
305 -987 - 6524

HANNEFORD FAMILY CIRCUS
by Don Sandman
The Hanneford Family Circus playsd the Drake Co.
Fair at Greenville, Ohio, on Aug. 18-25, giving four
shows a day. Acts were alternated throughout the
day so each performance was different
Among the acts used to make op the various pro-
grams were: The Bounding Kays, trampoline; Rico
and Teto, clown sharpshooters; George Hanneford
and the Royal White Ponies; Princess Morning Star,
trapeze; Ron Perry, juggling; The Hanneford ele-
phants; The Hanneford Dog act; Amazing Mr. Kay,
illusions; The Hanneford Riding Act; Ron Perry,
wire act; Mixed Animal Revue.
Vicky Hanneford was the show's announcer while
Dean and Les provided the musical background with
organ and drums.
Heinrich Garbelmann is Rico and Chuck Kay is Teto
who are the clowns.
For this date the show was using the Kelly Bros, big
top and seating was set around the one ring with an
entrance from the front. All seats were free. Outside
the show's concession trailer was set up at the en-
trance.
The horses and elephants were staked out in back of
the tent and people visiting the fair were welcome to
view the animals between performances.

WAYNE BOLZ presented DOREY MILLER with a
plaque from the Seils Sterling CFA Tent No. 79 on
Circus Day at Sheboygan, Wise. "In appreciation to
a great showman D. R. Miller from Seils Sterling Tent
No. 79". The presentation was made at the afternoon
performance on Aug. 4th.

KEN BENSON, along with BOB and ROSA GIBBS
recently visited the Canadian International Circus at
an arena date in Canada.

BOB EMERICO, JOE LEMKE, BUCKY STEELS,
THE CONKLINS and AL STENCELL were among
the show folks seen visiting the No. 2 Unit of Carson
& Barnes Circus in Canada last month.

No matter what your political pre-
ference everyone agrees Circus Re-
port is the best show paper available
so order your copy now - Just $15
for the year.
Write: Don Marcks, 525 Oak Street

El Cerrito, Calif. - 94530
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• "It's not much, but it gets me there and
back."

. MAGIC TIME USA (Continued)

skit that kept you guessing. In fact, he "out guessed"
the entire audience and came running down the aisle
from the back of the house, bounded onstage via a
small trampoline and landed in the midst of his well
trained cast for a well-deserved curtain call.
He introduced his cast of eight young people and four
musicians. I learned one of the Professor's tricks. Each
of these people had been especially selected and came
from towns throughout the U.S. The secret is that
when you have the largest and best magic/illusion
show playing continually throughout the U.S., you
can get the best people. That's also why he calls it,
"Magic Time USA". Afterward, I had the pleasure
of meeting some of the Professor's old friends, Ward
Hall, of Wondorama fame, from Gibsonton, Fla., Oe
Yip Louie and family, oriental wizard from Chicago;
Dick Berry, illusion creator, who had flown in from
Jackson, Miss., to bring Stu a new illusion to be fea-
tured next season. Both Oe Yip Louie and Dick Berry
had worked as assistants for the late Harry Blackstone.
I overheard both of these experts saying that Magic
Time USA was the largest traveling magic show on the
road, working the longest continual season. They were
confident that as long as Stu and Sara Miller continued
to troupe, a part of our vanishing theatrical culture,
the old time illusion show, would be kept alive for
children of all ages.
Magic Time USA is produced by Mearl and Audrey
Johnson, owners of North American Productions.

I would like a retraction of part of an article in Cir-
cus Report (Aug. 21) about the dedication of a His-
torical Marker, concerning the Seils Sterling Circus.
Because of the death of my husband, our eldest
daughter, Shirley Lindemann Bentley, did the un-
veiling of the marker. Not Shirley, the Carson &
Barnes elephant.
The rest of the article was fine.

Mrs. Orval (Verna) Lindemann
Box 213
Glenbeulah, Wise. 53023

JOE SHERMAN, clown, visited with BILL GALLO-
WAY at Rochester, N. Y. last month enroute to the
Hanneford Cape Cod date. Joe will be working the
Texas dates this month.

FRANK and RUTH CLARK (Francarro and Estre-
lita) presented their high act at the Monroe County
Fair (NY) Aug. 3-12. Frank is still hard at work on
the interior of their bus mobile home.

WANTED

CONTORTIONIST

Have all the props. No exper-
ience needed to join show.

ALSO W A N T

Par tner for Comedy Dog Act,
Wil l ing to become a circus per-
fo rmer .

A L F R E D M E D E I R O S
P. O. Box 847

Sarasota, Fla. 33578
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by Clayton Wood
Oubsky-Jordan's "Wonderful World of Circus" with
Karla Wallenda, invaded the Chicago area in late July
and early August. They had a two week stand at White
Pines Deer Park near Ogeron, III. The park, which is
100 miles west of Chicago, was celebrating it's 20th
anniversary. The show also played a four day spot at
Stonebridge Mall in Hazelcrest, III (south edge of Chi-
cago).
Oubsky-Jordan is a real family venture. A mighty lot
of circus packed into a two hour span. Wardrobe is
spectacular, the animals look good, all in all it is a fine
show. Their huge concession trailer and box office is a
sight to behold.
At the conclusion of the show in the big top the au-
dience goes outside to see Karla perform on her very
high sway pole and finishing with a one le| slide for
lift. Karla returned to the park a couple of weeks la-
ter for a three day stand and is tentatively booked
for Labor Day weekend. Bob Edlund, owner-manager
of the park, said the circus and Karla had been a suc-
cessful venture for the park and based on the fact he
expects to use sight acts or a circus for most of the
1979 season. Karla already has a contract for the park
in 1979.

MICHAEL BURKE, president of MadisonSquare Gar-
den Productions, Inc., and CYRIL B. MILLS (son of
the late Bertram Mills) have joiaed forces to produce
the "Centre Circus" at Brighton, England.

WEARY WILLIE, clown with the American Contin-
ental Circus, was the subject of an AP photo reteaee
last month.

WILLIAM WELDEN, French hand balancer, recently
visited Circus Gatini and reports that ERNA BERTINI
has just recoved from a broken bone in her shoulder
and that ARMIS ZAMPERLA has sustained a bmken
leg as a result of an accident in the trampoline act

Billy Barton (continued)
a headset, was playing away when, by chance, he turn-
ed and noticed the juggler had vanished. "My God," he
thought, "the act is finished already I" Thoroughly
puzzled, Ray stopped playing, at which point he saw
a hand come up out of the moat and grab the edge of
the stage. It wasn't a new "vanishing" routine after all
- the juggler had simply juggled his way off thextage
and into the water!
See you down the road, iuvs.

D O G S - P O N I E S C H I M P S

N O W A P P E A R I N G A T

I/LAND
T H R O U G H S E P T E M B E R 1 0 t h

A V A I L A B L E F O R F A L L D A T E S

SUMMER ADDRESS:
c/o Fantasy Island
2400 Grand Island Blvd.
Grand Island, N.Y. - 14072
Phone: (716) 773-3842

PERMANENT ADDRESS:
R. D. No. 1 - Box 431-A
Blackwood, N. J. - 08012
Phone: (609) 227-5433
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CHICAGOFEST
by John Goodall, Jr.
Vove over Milwaukee, Chicago has just completed a
successful summer festival which attracted crowds that
far exceeded estimates made by the planners.
Chicagofest activities included a musical entertainment
festival on Navy Pier for 10 days, Aug. 4-13, and con-
cluded with the annual Lakefront Festival, Aug. 13-71.
In addition to the music festival which included spec-
ial stages for rock, blues, country and jazz, Chicagofest
had a circus and Goodings Million Dollar Midway. A
group from Milwaukee's Summerfest pulled away last
winter and organized Chicagofest.
The L. N. Fleckles & Co., Circus performed at Navy
Pier twice daily and three times on weekends through
Aug. 13th. Music was provided by local musicians, dir-
ected by veteran circus bandleader, Al Youngman.
The circus program at Chicagofest consisted of: Clown
warm-up; National Anthem; Martin Lamberti, juggling;
Miss Elizabeth, hair hang; Miss Lydia, trapeze; Miss Ti-
na, upsidedown Loop Walk; Cimse's Russian Wolf
hounds and Pomeranians; Clowns; Pablo Rodriguez
Troupe, high aerial bars; The Hortobagyi Troupe, tee-
terboard; The Burketts, hanging perch; Los Argentines,
high perch; The Flying Lar-Rays; Pam Rosaire's pups;
Clowns; The Great Lamberti, one finger stand; JuseH-
to, high wire and Col. Marvin Seabright, swaypole.
Featured in Clown Alley were: Al "Prof. Goofy" Ha-
san, John McKay and Mustafo.
The show's staff included: L. N. Fleckles, executive
producer; Dorothy E. Winn, general manager; Ernie
McLean, announcer/vocalist; Ron Kelroy, prop boss;
and Al Youngman, musical director.
A number of logistical problems had to be overcome
to get Navy Pier ready for Chicagofest. When Ron Kel-
roy arrived to set-up the circus and seating in the var-
ious entertainment areas, he found several railroad box
cars on a track where the circus was to be spotted. Af-
ter arranging for an engine to remove the box cars, he

Remember When in the Mid-west
F R A N K ' S P O P C O R N & S U P P L Y
2311 Chestnut St. Louis, Mo.

Call: (314) 436 - 7700
Ask for STU TOMBER

Over 55 years of fine service and fair prices
to the great circus concession business.

Popcorn, Cotton Candy, Snow, Grab, Vend,
Peanuts, All Dry and Wet Items, Cookhouse
Supplies and Equipment. Gold Medal, Star,
Cretors.

requested work crews to lay asphalt over th> tracks to
provide a base for the circus.
Kelroy is credited with rigging the first two story out-
door circus. Most of the rigging was erected on the
floor of the Navy Pier, however, 3 acts were rigged on
the upper deck walkway of the pier. A sway pole was
placed on the west end of the circus, Tina's loop walk
apparatus was spotted on the north walkway and the
Burkett's rigging on the south side.

Early Monday morning, Aug. 14th, the first day of the
Lakefront Festival, Kelroy moved the Thrill Show into
downtown Chicago onto the Dailey Civic Center Plaza
where rigging for various acts was anchored to huge ce-
ment blocks. Kelroy utilized knowledge acquired when
he rigged the Fleckles Circus on the astro turf in Busch
Stadium for the annual Shrine Circus in St. Louis this
past June. Stakes could not be used in either location.
The Aerial Thrill Show appeared twice daily at noon
and 3 p.m. through Aug. 21st, and attracted a multi-
tude of downtown workers and summer visitors.
The order of appearance for acts was: Miss Elizabeth,
hair hang; Miss Lydia, single trapeze; Miss Tina, up-
side down walk; Johnny Luxem, giant wheel; The
Flying Lar-Rays; The Pharohs, cradle; the Burketts,
hanging perch; Pablo Rodriguez, aerial bar act; Joselito
on the high wire; Col. Marvin Seabright, sway pole; the
Quassars, space ship hanging traps.

NOW BOOKING
FOR 1979 S E A S O N - All types
of acts. Also unique Side Show
attractions.

Send list of show experience with
current photo and lowest salary
requirements.

P. O. Box 1570
Winter Park, Florida - 32790
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CIRCUS ACTS
MARITIME EXHIBITION - Aug. 7-12 - Appearing on
the Vaudeville Show at Chartottetown (RED were:
Mr. Sweep, comedy; Young Troupe, teeterboard; Eth-
el Jennier, greyhounds; Lon Celon & Co., magic; The
Juggling Jewels; Prince Najvez, aerial, plus a local MC
and an 8 piece band.

AK-SAR-BEN FAMILY SHOW - Aug. 15-20 Appear-
ing at Omaha were: Eddy Haddad's orchestra; The
Great Junior Hortobagyi's; Willy Lenz, chimps; The
Klementis, bicycles; The Elkins Sisters, aero; Chase &
Park; The Rolling Diamonds, roller skaters and the
Supir Kid Variety Show.

K IDDEELAND CIRCUS - Sept. 4 - Michigan State
Fair (Detroit): Co Co and Coconut; Prince Najvez,
aerial, the James Zoppe Resinback Riders; the Fabu-
lous Lamberti, one finger stand; Chandler & Co., illu-
sions; Martin & Co., juggling; Coco's Musical Comix
and Paulette's Peerless Pups. Phil Chandler was the
ringmaster in this show set by Bauer-Hall.

KLEIN'S CIRCUS CONTINENTAL - Berrien Springs
(Mich): Clowns Joe Sherman and Rick Legg (Harry);
The Bounding Kays; Princess Morning Star, trapeze;
Joe and Harry, magic hat; Johnson's Bears; George
Hanneford, ponies; Harry and the Artist; LaVon,
cloud swing; the Hanneford Elephants; Carmen, wire;
Joe and Harry, long shirt; Cathy and Dianne, dogs
and the Hanneford Riding Act.

MONTREAL • Featured in a Federally funded Cana-
da Day celebration were: The Karinas, trampoline;
The Michelles; Angela Wilnow's collies; The Dijons;
the Corbinos, skating; Patof the Clown, a TV star was
the announcer in this show set by Gastoni.

by M. L. DUPONT
South Louisiana, Texas and Mississippi fans will be

disappointed to learn the Beatty-Cole Circus isn't go-
ing into New Orleans this year. In reply to a request
for this year's dates showman Douglas Lyons says
the circus will probably return to N.O. in 1979.
A bulletin from the Millette Tent of Dallas shows

the Garden-Johnson Circus will be there Sept. 7th,
the annual Millette Amateur Circus is in Mesquite on
Sept. 9th (rain date Sept. 16), the local Shrine Circus
is set for Sept. 11-17 and Hall & Christ will be there
Oct. 6-22 and of course there is the annual Dr. Pep-
per Circus at the State Fair.

For the first time CFA 's are able to plan ahead for
the upcoming conventions and we salute the officials
who have made it possible for us to look ahead and
thus attend future meets.
In a recent letter Trudy Luvas, mother of Peter, the

owner of Dixiana Circus, reports she debuted her new
poodle act "The Poodles Fantasy Revue" in Beau-
mont, Texas. She is interested in obtaining a list of
malls in the South, so why not write her at: P. 0. Box
1785, Beaumont, Texas 77704.
Jackie Mitchell Jenkins and Harry Jenkins, Jr., for- •

mer clowns, are expecting their first addition to the
family. Our best to both of them. Harry Sr., a retired
Air Force Col. and show organist, lives in San Diego
and traveled with many shows.

There aren't too many tramp clowns around these
days, most of the new clowns have gone in for white
face or Auguste types. However there are some excel-
lent tramp clowns still on tour.

Gunther-Gebel Williams has joined the TV
commercial people and is now plugging the
American Express credit card. There are
more and more commercials with a circus
theme, using clowns, tightwire, trapeze and
a variety of circus backgrounds. Why there
is even an elephant carrying a body of a
car!

ACTION RACKED PPKISION DRILL

FOR SALE
SO/ 298-3^02,

DWIGHT HANSEN, performance direc-
tor; SR. RAI, ringmaster; KAY PARK-
ER, band leader; WALLY JONES, pro-
ducing clown; AL LEONARD, vocalist
and PHILIP MORRIS, production direct
tor are some of the staff members who
will be making the fall tour with the
Royal Hanneford Circus.
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TOUGH RULE
Owners of exotic pets residing in the St.ite of New
Jersey may have a harder time keepir • '•."" rare ani-
mals if rules pioposed by the state ( . . . . ul Environ-
ment Protection take effect this wet •.
The proposed regulations would 3 ' ' ••• more than 50
common species of birds and anim. • to he kept with-
out a permit. These include harrst , i ?cils, rats and
mice, bull frogs, dusky salamande s i the boa con-
strictor. Domestic dogs and cats wuulti not be affec-
ted by the new regulations.

Under the proposed regulations anot !,•• 29 less com-
mon birds and animals would be allowed only after
the owner has filed a written application and received
a permit. These include ferrets, llamas, several types
of parrots, king snakes and pythons.
Species on the list could be permittted if the agency
finds the wildlife is free from disease, will be adequat-
ely fed and will be caged so it can perform its "natur-
al behavior patterns", but it can't escape. The owner
would also have to show he acquired the pet legally
and can secure veterinary care.
Wolves, bobcats and leopards are classified as danger-
ous under the regulations.
Possessing a regulated species without a permit could
net the violator a fine of up to $3,000.

ourn
by Mike Naughton
Al and Joyce Vidbel are enjoying a busy summer sea-
son at the Catskill Game Farm where they are presen-
ting their elephant act and liberty pony display.
CFA Joe Mitchin enjoyed a surprise birthday party,
celebrating his 90th. The bash was given by fellow
New Jersey fans: John 'Tiny' Phillips; Neil Lime;
Frank Mara and Frank Robie.
Phil and Linda Chandlu will work a fair date for the
Bauer-Hall Enterprises, And some spot dates for the
Royal Hanneford Circus.
Dorian Blake, illusion's', will be at Six Flags Over
Georgia theme park du ing the early part of Sept.
The engagement was negotiated through Mike Naugh-
ton Productions of New York.
The Maine Clown, Frn- k Mannon, had a busy season
since the New England Shrine dates in the spring.

For the first time Mattel, Inc., has paid a dividend
to holders of their stock.

E N L A R G I N G ACT

- WA NTED -
Y O U N G T U M B L E R W I T H T R A M P O L I N E E X P E R I E N C E

TO L E A R N TOP M O U N T I N G FOR T E E T E R B O A R D

- - S A L A R Y PLUS ROOM AND BOARD - -

Send Photo and Resume to:

NICHOLAS Y O U N G
K

THE Y O U N G TROUPE
2805 Bay Street

Sarasota, Florida - 33577


