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Zoo Has Problem
The operator of a Backyard Zoo at Concord, Calif., faces the possible loss of his animals because

he is having trouble trying to make a loan payment. A balloon payment of $7,300 is now past due
md Duane Ripley owes this on a $43,000 loan he took out on his property.

i
Ripley feels he will be able to raise the money if given a little more time. He is also concerned

about another big payment that will be due in November. He has run into financial problems because
he had to spend time and money updating his fa-
cility to meet the city standards.

The collection of animals hopefully will be
the nucleus of what is planned as a local zoo. At
the moment the property is a complex of chain-
link fence cages with concrete floors and a drain-
age system that feeds into the sewer.

Animals housed in the small 200 include five
mountain lions, two leopards, an African lion,
several kinds of monkeys, two racoons and a
black bear. Also housed there are some deer, a
turkey, sheep, pigmy goats and rheas. These lat-
ter animals will be part of a Petting Zoo that Rip-
ley and his supporters hope to open this fall.

When Ripley purchased the land he thought

it was far enough out of town that it wouldn't
matter how many animals he had. However, ci-
vilization has caught up with him and a major
street runs through the area. Right alongside of
the property is an office complex which has
lodged several complaints about the zoo and its
animal collection.

Last year the Contra Costa Zoological So-
ciety was formed after a battle with the city.
That group numbers about 300 members and
they aid in the support of the zoo. It is hoped
the group will grow into some 500 or more
members, then they can actively seek a new
and permanent site.

AVAILABLE FOP LIMITED ENGAGEMENTS

HOLLYWOOD ELEPHANTS
Contact

PAUL V. KAYK
Suite 519 • 1680 North Vine Street • Hollywood. California • 90028

Area Code 213 • 462-6001



Page?

Would you like to perform in schools?
Send resume and glossies to:
WISCONSIN 111 HI \\ OK

LKCTl RKS AM) CONCKKTS
Tilled*, Wise. - 54978

Phone: 71S • 787 - 3300

Vanety acts on tour in Europe with the Harlem Gtobp
trotters include: The Wainwnghts, trampoline act; The
Shayne Trio, balancing acrobats; The Marchttas, bicy-
clists; Waul, hand balancer; Dick Franco, juggler; The
Dymeks, pole-voltige and Les Romanoi, French cycle
act.
All bookings were handled through Simone Finnw
Enterprises, the California based theatrical agency
specialist) in novelty acts.

Acts signed thus tar for upcoming Emmett Kelly, Jr.
Circus dates are:
June 23 • Lake Glsinore, Calif. • Bruce Anderson, thrill
act, Chester Cable, foot juggling, Wini McKay, trapeze;
the Great Huberto, slide for life; Los Latinos, wire act
and Virginia Lee Fenton, musician.
June 29-July 4 - Mann County Fair at San Rafael, Ca.
• Wini McKay, trapeze; Chester Cable, foot juggler;
the Great Huberto, slide for life; Los Latinos, wire
act; John McPeak, juggler; Mr. Bob and im Toy Boy,
knock-about; The Trio Oakleys, teeterboard/risley,
Virginia Lee Fenton, musician.
July 14 - Lakeside, Ohio - The Elkins Sisters acro-
batics with dogs.
Aug. 818 Kentucky State Fair at Louisville, Ky -
The Great Vashek, inclined wire walk; the Vashek
Duo, aerial motorcycle; Kim Kristtnsen, dressage
horse; Lilli-Ana, leopard act; Virginia Lee Fentun,
musical director with a 10 piece band.

Miscellaneous
15 baby African elephants were recently shipped out
of South Africa, with some of them destined for the
100 in Portland, Ore.

FOR SALE
Heavy Duty 8 ft. i 40 ft. van with living quar-
ters - Washer - Dryer - Air - Full Bath -
Carpet - Easily adapted, is self-contained -
Sleeps 4 - 5th wheel hitch.

214-872-5681 2143264851
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JOSEPH C. REISINGER
A T T O R N E Y A T L A W

Entertainment law - Civil Trials - Immigration

For Free Consultation or Appointment

Call 415 4 7 2 - 1050

Show Report
SHRINE CIRCUS . . . by Ron Lucza

The 25th annual Melha Shrine Circus at the Eastern
States Exposition in West Springfield, Mass., gave
performances on May 10-13 and featured the follow
ing program.
Overture; Spec; Aenal Ballet featuring Miss Oenll,
Miss Sherry and Miss Isabella, the Hawthorne Perfor-
ming Tigers with Wade Burck; Miss Isabella, balancing
on a bicycle, Ron Perry & Co., juggling; The Knops,
double perch; Howarth Chimps; Sophia Knop, on the
single tiapeze; Clown Ballet featuring Dime Wilson
and the Shnne Circus Clowns; Joanne and Don An-
derson, horse act; John Nock, Jr., chair balancing;
The Knop Duo, head balancing; Les Marek Flyers;
Intermission; Wade Burtk, with a white tiger riding
an elephant; The Riano's Duo, slack wire; Eugene
and Aurelia Nock, tight wire; The Jabcuinski Trot/pe
of teeterboard artists; The Melha Clowns; the Hamid-
Morton Circus elephants; The Nerveless Nocks, four
sway poles.
Earl Michaels was the ringmaster/announcer and the
show's band leader was Dan Conn.
Circus fans attending the circus in addition to the
writer were Wayne McCary, Joe Tinty and Ron Rich
ards.

THE WALTENS FAMILY, balancing act, will be ap
pearingat Gaslight Village in Lake George, N.Y. for
the summer season • June 15 thru Sept. 9th.
ROY and SUSAN HUSTON have completed their en
rjagement at Montreal where the magic show was very
successful. Featured illusions were: The Drum, The
Mummy's Tomb, Light Bulbs thru Girl, Crystal Cas-
ket and The Cremation.

THE Cl RCUS REPORT It compHc* »r»d •ditcd by
Don Mjrcki, 525 O*k St., El Ccrrlto. C«llf. 94530
(tiun«- (4IS) 525-3332.
SUBSCRIPTION RATE: S15.OO par year - Ov«r-
tt*l wi* SurfKe M»tl II $20.00 D»r y«jr.

ADVERTISING RATES (!>•' itsuv): Mm.mum Ad
15.00; Quarter P«9t 110.00; Half Page (20.00 and
Full Pa9t S35.00



Beautiful, Black, Registered American Saridlebred gelding. Trained in circus dressage as a
saddle act. His routine includes - canter routine, side passes, march (single and double
sltp). cake walk, pivots, camel stretch, kneel either front leg. lie down, nice hula dance,
and finishes witti a nice hind leg walk.

Trained by DICK W A L L E N S T A B L E S ( A g e n t )
2700 Memorial Drive
Sioux City, Iowa 51103

Phone: (712) 25S - 9 0 6 6

The following horse acts trained by Dick WaJlin:

Jack and Sandy Fulbhght • 2 appaloosa stallions (Sadts Joe and King)
Vargas Circus • General Vargas (white Arab bred stallion)
Joan Pinion - Toma (registered Morgan)
Joni the Zoni (half zebra - hall pony) owned by Townsend, Ind., Altoona, la.
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SHOW DATES
Beany Cole Circus

June 11 Gettysburg, Pa

Bentley Bros. Circus
June 4-6 Monterey. Calif.

7 King City
9 Marysville

Big John Strong Circus
June 56 Tulsa, Okla

7 Ottawa
89 Kansas City. Mo.

10-11 St. Louis

CarrJen- Johns on Circus
June 4-10 Kalamazoo, Mich

Hubert Castle Circus
June 4 Grand Prairie,Albta

5 Damon Creek, BC
6-7 Prince George

8 Williams Lake
9 Kami oops

10 Revelstoke

Circus Vargas
June 5 7 El Cerrito, Calif

8-11 Palo AJto

Coronas Circus
June 5 13 W. Orange, NJ

El Jebel Temple Shrine Circus
June 8-13 Denver, Colo.

Funs-A-Poppin Circus
June 4-9 Santa Maria, Calif

Great American Circus
June 4 Titusville, Pa.

5 Bradford
6 Smithport
7 Kane
8 Ridgeway
9 Brookville

10 Clarion

Hamid Morton Circus
June 7 10 Providence. R.I.

Tommy Hanneford Circus
to Sept. UMiddletown. Oh

Bill Kay Circus
June 8 9 Grand Junct. Colo

Monte Carlo Circus
June 4-6 Richmond, Va.

8-10 Greenville.SC

Pickle Family Circus
June 9 10 Garberville, Calif

Rmgltng-Barnum - Blue Unit
June 5-6 Wheeling. W. Va

8-10 Lexington, Ky.

Ringling-Bamum • Red Unit
June 5-17 Philadelphia, Pa

Wenatchee Youth Circus
June 3 Mansfield. Wash.

MAGIC-

Prt. Miller • Magic Time USA
June 3-6 E. St. Louis. III.

9 Clinton
10 Bradley

Tom Ogden • Magician
June 8-9 Tulsa, Okla.

• • • OTHER DATES

Butler Bros. Shorn
June 7-10 Oakland, Calif.

CFA Convention
June 10-13 Gettysburg, Pa.

Clowns, Inc.
June 8-10 Rose Point, Pa

James H. Drew Exposition
June 4 9 Oceana, W. Va.

Cults Family • Jungle Parody
June8 13 Denver, Colo.

Hal Haviland • Dogs and Pony
to Oct. 8 Lincoln, N.H.

Kaye's Hollywood Elephants
June 4-6 Monterey. Calif

7 King City
9 Marysville

Lemome Troupe • High Act
June 68 Granite City. III.

Mr. Sensation • Aenalist
June 4-10 Kalania/oo, Mich

Print Pacific '79
June 7-9 San Francisco, Ca

Zoppe Animal Act
June 9-10 Livermore, Caht

NOW BOOKING DATES
6331 Hollywood Blvd , Suite 603

Hollywood. Calif 90028
Phone Penon to Ptnon

KEN GRIFFIN after 4 30 p m
Houston (713) 7297076

Flash!
CHARLES GERMAINE has
been given a contract to pro
ducethe 1979 PAL Circus at
the Cow Palace in San Fran-
cisco on Nov. 24-25.
In addition to the above dates
Germaine has booked three
weeks of circus dates for the
fall season. He plans to in-
crease this tour to seven or
so weeks in 1980

Tin- :tnl
17 /ON

MORION MIH*/ MtlMSTMIl SANDMCI



A PERSONAL INTERVIEW with CLIFF VARGAS
at Antioch (Ca) in early May reveals those rumors con
cernmg his circus going on rails have no foundaiton.
Clitf says he is not even remotely considering the pos-
sibility for several reasons: too expensive, too compli-
cated, and too slow. Were such a transition to be made
he would lose play-days which he cannot afford to
lose. He is, however, planning to add a gas truck and
at least one more unit to carry spec floats. In 40 odd
weeks last season the show traveled only 12,000 miles
which Clitf hopes to pare this year. Vargas was recent
ly in the east, visiting New York and Pittsburgh.

WHEN a section of a stage was removed DIANE WIL
SON (unaware ot its removal) fell during her seal act
at a mall and broke her left leg. The stage had been
formed by a series of long tables and one had been
carried off for another purpose. The accideni happen
ed about ten weeks ago, forcing cancellation of her
tour with Garden's Showtime Follies, but the cast is
off and Diane is getting about and driving again. Later
this spring she will be at Magic Forrest at Lake George

.(NY). Speaking of broken legs WALLY NAGHTIN is
recovering from his and expects to be back in the Ring
ling Red program with his bear act very toon. WALLY
and DORIS return to Rmglmg in 1980 and were visit-
ed in New York by CLIFF VARGAS, and BUCKLES
and BARBARA WOODCOCK.

WHILE touring with Int'l All Star. UNCLE HEAVY
(Hmes) had his truck stolen which was found burned.
Two pigs were lost in the blaze. Other news from that
unit is that HINES RUCKER is back after overseeing
problems with "Jubilee On Ice" and that TERRY
O'BRIEN filled in as Manager during Rucker's abse-
nce. BONNIE & CLYDE spot-dated the Emmett Kelly
Jr. Circus during time off on the All Star route.

THE new under<anvas format of IAN GARDEN'S
Garden Bros. Circus is working out extremely well.
Business was so good at one mall the show was asked
to stay over an extra day, but couldn't because of a
tight schedule. The show is playing 3 and 4 day stands
some longer as in Ottawa, so it appears the new format
will be used again in 1980.

CLOSEUPS: JENNY WALLENDA is offering an "in
formation service" to agents and bookers seeking acts
but says she needs the routes of acts if she is to serve
as intermediary.. .TINO WALLENOA ZOPPE will ap-

pear for a week with the Burr Carnival in New Eng-
land, set by BETTER BOOKING.. .While appearing
in Washington, DC with Rmglmg Blue the Woodcock
kids attended a party '<" President Carter's daughter
AMY.. .BUCKLE'S right hand man GARY JACOB-
SEN left after six yean to take over the elephants at
the Nugget in SpanVs (Nev).. .Oidyaknow that BOB
TOP & EDNA and son ROYCE are Nudists? Edna.
with the droll sense of humor of the British laughing-
ly remarks: "We've got two strikes against us! First
we're circus performers, second we're nudists!" ....
The ALBULET BROS, are no longer with Circus Var
gas.. .JUDY KAYE's mother DOLLY JACOBS died
m Oregon in March.. .BOBBY KAY was hospitalized
but released in Apnl and, though weakened, walks a-
bout a half block a day and is regaining his strength..
BETTY ESCALANTE tossed a birthday gala for hub-
by PHIL on Mar. 17th. and spent the evening putting
ice packs on TOMMY BENTLEY's swollen knee...
Well remembered trapeze great FRANKIE LOU
WOODS is living in retirement in Jonesboro (Ark)...
Frankie is not well and is being nursed by her mother
.. .The KNEISELEY DUO will make the Texas dates,
also Hawaii for PAUL KAYE. . .Bentley Bros, are
carrying gas drums to move their show during the cur-
rent California junket . . . A E R I A L E T T A ' J O ANN &
SUNNY made a series of dates in May lor JOSE COLE
...FRANK & ESTRELETA were also on the program

.When I kidded the fabulous JOSELITO about wav-
ing his arms while crossing the high wire to dress the
nggmg between shows he looked down, folded his
arms, and walked back across as though he were on
the ground. "What next7" he asked. "No legs," I an-
swered. So don't be surprised if this ingenious perlor-
mer next starts crossing the wire on his hands!.. .The
PLUNKETT Family, JAMES ZOPPE RIDERS, both
made dates in northern Michigan for DONNY JOHN-
SON's unit of Carden-Johnson.

ENROUTE back from an exhausting tour of the
west (HI never do THAT again) which involved three
blizzards (I was stranded trying to get over Oonner
Pass), hail, sleet, dust, wind and rain, I stopped to vi-
sit BILL and TRUDY STRONG at their Springfield
(0) farm. The couple, along with Bill and Donna Ban-

r, had just returned from a lengthy tour with Cir-

(Continued on Page 16)

JUNGLE WONDERS CIRCUS
Box 988, Alamo. Texas 78516 Phone: 512 - 787 - 3110



WANTED

I ' K O M O T K R S a n d I ' J I O N K M K N

ALSO N K K 1 ) GOOD C O N T R A C T I N G A G K N T

FOR Y E A R ROUND W O R K IN W E S T E R N S T A T E S

•

Good S p o n s o r s — M a n y R e p e a t s

P r o m o t e r s Mus t H a v e R e f e r e n c e s

A n y P r o m o t e r P r e v i o u s l y A s s o c i a t e d

P l e a s e C o n t a c t , D o n M c M i l l o n N o

L o n g e r H e r e

L O O M 1 S M A G I C C A P A D K . S

S I I A K O N P R O D U C T I O N S P R O M O T I O N A L D I R K C T O R S

Phone:
P.O.Box 1731 501 - 4 4 3 - 5 7 1 7
Fayetteville, Arkansas - 72701 (Leave Message)
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FOR SALE
1978. 30 ft. HOLIDAY RAMBLER - Perfect
Condition - Loaded with extras - A. C. - Full
carpeting - New tires - Nu scratches or bumps
- Stilt new for over $15,000 - Will sell for
$11,000.00

CAROL FRAZIER

692 No. Park St.. Grand Rapids. Mich. 4950S

Show Report
This year's Great American Circus features Billy Mar-
tin, announcer/performance director, with Dave Mil-
ler, musical director.

The program includes: Spec "CircusJand on Parade";
Juggling display with the Bobbie-Jane Duo, Billy
Martin and the Don-Marie Duo; Miss Beth, tightwire;
Color Book Sale; Kohl's Dog Pound Revue; Texas
Don Strong and Miss Betty, ropes/whips; the Lang
Family, trampoline; Clowns with 'Center of Town';
Miss Margo, hand balancing; Aerial Ballet, swinging
ladders; Peanut Sale; Joe Frisco and Miss Beth, ele-
phants; Intermission; Miss Jacylon, bounding rope;
Balloons; Spanish webs; Dick Kohlrieser's Merry
Menagerie; Clowns and the Camera; Gorilla Parody,
Mongo, Bongo and Miss Vickie; Yoihi Numa, hair
hang; Exit March.

HELP WANTED
FOR

12 WEEK SEASON

24 Hour Man, Working Men, Genera) Help,
One Booking Agent to fill in towns - Billy
Sheets, contact us.

CARL E. CONLEY
CIRCUS GIRARO

2635 Norton Road. Kent, Ohio 44240

JOHNNY WEISSMULLER. former screen Tar/an
star, has been transferred to a mental health facility
in the Los Angeles area. He had been confined to the
Motion Picture & Country Hospital at Woodland Hills
(Calif.)

GARNET W. COCHRANE recently visited the Martin
& Downs Circus at several Canadian spots. He reports
the CFA held a "cookout" on the show lot at Port
Dover on May 19th

DORIAN BLAKE and JANICE visited the Oscar Ma
cias Family along with illusionist KALIMAR when
Roberts Bros. Circus played Belmont, NC.

RVRILHBLE
now

B A B Y A F R I C A N E L E P H A N T S

NEED

Call Anytime

518 -678 -9030

).C. SCHULZ, Inc.

R. D. 1 - B o x 92

Catskill. N. Y. - 12414

Contracting Agent - Male or Female

Must be able to set sponsored dates
with telephone promotions.

Will consider part time agent free
to travel several weeks at a time.

Will make any reasonable financial
deal.

Will require references as to character

Also can use one promoter or room
manager

-WE WORK YEAR'ROUND -

ATLANTIC SOUTHERN PRODUCTIONS
2621 Mall Drive

Sarasota, Florida - 33581

Ptionc: 813 -922 -7004
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CORRECTION
The report on Page 18, of the May 7.1979 issue of
Circus Report concerning the death of Gunther
Bruch was in error.
"Mr. Bruch who died recently in Sarasota was prop-
triy and quickly interred and buried by Mrs. Hemion
(f/k/a Mrs. Gunther Bruch}. His body was not left
unclaimed, nor was he buried by the city or any oth-
er governmental agency."
There was no intent by the writer or Circus Report
to slander Mrs. Brenda Hemion, of Sarasota. Fla.

TV Special
A number of interesting features were offered by the
Gumess Book of Records TV Show aired nation-wide
the night of May 20th.

Performers featured on the show included: Bob Cor
red, making a record 269 ft. jump with his kite-cycle;
FarrHI Hettig, winning a 39 degree wire walk in 58.9
seconds; Henry La Mothe, making a 40 ft. dive into
12 inches of water; John Massis, attempting to hold
down a helicopter with his teeth; Don Cook with a
beard of bees (17,500 bees); and Bill Shrik escaping
from a strait jacket while suspended upside down
from a helicopter (14.4 seconds).

FREE
Send for a F REE sample copy of America's new
est weekly show paper "MIDWAY" dedicated to
ail outdoor showman. (Special subscription rate
available • $20.00 per year • Mention this ad).

Write to: MIDWAY
P.O. Box 331302
Coconut Grove Station
Miami, Florida - 33133

SHOW CLOSED
Circus Scott, Sweden's oldest international circus has
folded it tents, thus ending its 365 years of circus
history.
Director Kate Bronett says the show closed because
the Stockholm fire department ruled the main tent
was a fire hazard and (he show did not have the
money to buy a new one.
Circus Scott was established in 1614, and held its fi-
nal performances in the Stockholm ice stadium.

Also seen was a group of 530 tap dancers; a 29 ft. 6
in car valued at $100,000; a 21 ft . 8 in. long hot dog
weighing 130 Ibs; a 6 ft. 3 in. cigar weighing 26 Ibs,
and a two headed snake.

Due to Cancellation of the American Continental Circus (Gatti Productions)

MURRAY HILL EHJERPRISES
H A S A V A I L A B L K

THE O R I G I N A L MIGHTY MITES

(3 Elephant Act)

MISS N A D A

and her Pony Drill

THE HILL TWINS - Twin Traptze

FOR SALE
1964 • 40 ft. Trailmobile Low-boy trailer

with 10 x 20 tires 1966 Kentucky trailer with 8% x 15 tires

(Both units have been used as elephant trailers and are in good condition)
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J. ALLEN DUFFIELD, CFA secretary, will be teach-
ing a class "Pie American Circus: Yesterday and To-
day" at Shippensburg (Pa) State College the week of
July 22nd.

THE VASHEK DUO. aerial motorcycle act, will be
appearing with the Oobritch Int'i Circus at Wheaton
(III) on June 21-24.

CARLA WALLENOA GUZMAN will produce a mini
circus at The Enchanted Forest in Old Forge, N. Y.,
for the summer season.

STEVE McPEAK, high wire performer, was featured
in the May 20th Guiness Book of Records special
where he walked on the world's highest stilts.

LILLI ANA's Leopards will tour with the BILL KAY
Circus in Colorado and Idaho this month.

EDNA ANTES, secretary/treasurer of the Beany-Cole
Circus, will be the guest speaker at the Ladies Lunch-
eon at the CFA Convention in Gettysburg.

JORGE ROSELL has his comedy car with a unit of
the Gatmi Circus in Canada for the summer season.

For A Biography Of

HARRY BLACKSTONE, SR. (1885 1965)

I would appreciate hearing from anyone who
was on his magic show, worked theatres where
he played, knew him, or remembers him or
his show in any way.

D A N W A L O R O N
16935 LaSalle Blvd.

Detroit, Michigan • 48221

N O T I C E
MIKE LA TORRES please let me know where you

can be reached. Phone STU MILLER at (813) 746
6577 and leave message. Allow about a week's time.

BETTY WENDANY'S
FUNS-A-POPPIN

PACKAGE SHOWS TO FIT YOUR NtEOS

Box 391, Sunltnd, Calif. - 91040

213-352-4277 213-352-2454

Mattel, Inc., parent company of Ringling Bros. Bar-
num & Bailey Circus, has asked its stockholders to
approve a plan that would merge Mattel with West-
ern Publishing Co. Inc. A vote will be taken at the
annual meeting of ftock holders of Mattel, Inc., on
June 14th, at the meeting in the Beverly Wilshire
Hotel m Beverly Hills, Calif.

Under the plan as announced shareholders of West-
ern stock will receive cash or shares of Mattel or
both. Western publishes books, manufactures pu/-
;les and is engaged in commercial printing.

Stock holders of Western will also be meeting to
vote on the merger
In addition to the Ringling Barnum Circus, Mattel is
the owner of the Monte Carlo Circus. Circus World
Park, Radnitz/MatteJ Productions and recently was
able to acquire three ice shows. This makes them a
major force in the home and family entertainment
field.

Miscellaneous
The Blackpool Tower Circus opens on May 27th with
Charlie Cairoli, once again heading a big international
bill, and with Mary Chipperfleld providing severaJ
groups of animals.

EURBPQRAMA, INC.
IffJlRMTlONAL JOHN WINN. President

223 West Main St., Suite 205, Medford, Oregon 97501 - Phone: 503 -779 -7441
AERIAL THRILL and N O V E L T Y A C T S - FUNNY C L O W N S

- A C O M P L E T E 2 HOUR SHOW -
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CIRCUS BOOKS FOR SALE
Very Special People $ 5
Side Show (Ruiid) $ 5
BjrnumX 2-Headed Girl .... $ 2
Circus Ship Fire $ 2
A Day in Old Milwaukee . . $ 8
Toby Tvler . . $ 2

Thii Way to the Bif Show (Fellows) . . . * 20
Lions n Tigers n Everything (Cooper). . * 16
We Fell in Love with the Circul $ 1 5
Pictorial History of American Circus . $ 2 0
Wild Tigers and Tame Fleas * 6
Pictorial History of American Carnival * 1 5.9$
Circus Parade (Phyllis Fenner) $ 3

National Geographic Man'*"* • Oct. 1931, *S.OO; March 1948, J3.00; March 1972, J2.00

Please add 10% for Postage and Handling
CIRCUS MEMORIES Box 304, Auburn, NY -13021

in tome ot your past Circus Reports, your writers
have named us incorrectly in their articles. At tins
time I'd like to bring this matter to your attention.

Our correct name is "The Chris Albert's Acrobatic
Poodle Revue" • we do not go by the name of Cims
Alberti Duo.
We (eel that the incorrect name could present future
business losses and/or contusion. I'd appreciate any
effort on your oart to alleviate this problem.

flVfllLflDLE
Show Drummer

THRU AUG. 25

RICHARD I I I . A It I) I K K K
22 R i v c r v i e w C o u r t

P l a i n f i e l d . III. - 6 0 5 4 4

P h o n e : 8 l 5 - 4 3 6 - 5 1 7 3

During the Omaha Shrine Circus, author Billy Barton
was spotlighted in a five minute televised news seg-
ment in the middle of major national news. Publicity
was arranged by Shrmer Mark Anthony who handles
press for the Tangier* Shrine Temple. Other such stra
tegic news coverage ii scheduled for the performer .
during upcoming professional engagements this sea
son.
Pie Omaha segment combined shots of Billy Barton's
aerial act Mister Sensation with in-depth coverage ot
his forthcoming novel "Past Murder Imperfect" writ-
ten under the name of William Lewis Barton.
Due to delays effected by bookings, publication is be-
ing pushed back until the winter of 1979 80 Mystery
lovers can expect future books. A second novel "All
Fall Down and Play Dead" is outlined and plotted and
will be released several months after the first.

Meanwhile, the pertormer will continue working
throughout this year and at least into the spring ot
1980 as major Shrine dates have already been signed
starting in January with Grand Rapids. Following the
1980 Winter Season, however, bookings will be ar-
ranged only if they do not conflict with Barton's
publishing schedule and then only in connection
with his writing career.

4 High In The Wind'
A complete booklet on how the Circuses of Yes-
terday were Billed, Booked, Advertised. Six (6)
Chapters with photos in color. Covers all phases
of Outdoor Advertising, Press Work, Contracting
etc. Compiled by a Man who spent many years
ALWAYS UP AHEAD of major circuses.

While they last S2.00 post paid

JOHNNY FULGHUM
1209 Windsor Ave. Richmond, Va. 23227



T H E CHRIS A L B E R T I ' S A C R O B A T I C P O O D L E R E V U E
One of the Best Canine Acts in Show Business Today

Still Some Open Time in 1979
TIIK C H R I S \UlK.RTrS

1959 Welwyn Ave
Des Plaines, 111. • 60018

Phone:
(312) 824 • 5178
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Show Date
GARDEN-JOHNSON CIRCUS ... by Kaye Sctieimm

The Garden Johnson Circus came to Terre Haute, Ind
for an April 20-22 engagement and offered an out-
standing performance lor the local Shrine Temple.

Crio Plunkett was the show's ringmaster, while the
music was in charge of Mike Pike. Bobby Gibbs ser-
ved as animal supt.
The program featured: Clowns with Balloons; Nation-
al Anthem; Introductions; Spec with circus perform-
ers and floats; Red Hariman or George Garden, lions
(5); The Gavanaughs, cradle; Gucillo, trampoline; The
Down Baseball Game; Fossetts, bikes; Zerbini, teeter-
board; Chin BM; Troupe, umcycle, Alberto Zoppe
Riding Academy; Armando, balance; Gma, balance;
Oorax Bros., a Zerbini knock-about; Bobby Gibbs,
mules; Murray Hill, single elephant; Cucillo, ponies;
Aerial Ballet featuring Maya on single trapeze; The
Rosalls, high wire; Han/me, ladder balance; Gilbertos.
bounding rope; Gina'i unsupported ladder; The Fly-
ing Carrolls; Bobby Gibbs, dogs; Alberto Zoppe's
Animals; Yoxall, goat and pigs; Clown boxing match;
Han/ma, gorilla; Evelyn Fossett, Lady in the Moon;
Red Hartman, camels; Bobby Gibbs, llamas; Cucillo,
llamas; the Zerbini Riding Act; Steve Ration or Mur
rv Hill, elephants; The Swaying Stars (Fossett).

from William Wnsch

I was there when the Cincinnati Gardens opened with
the Ice Follies about 1934/35- For over 30 years I
worked at the Cleveland Arena, where Oscar Johnson
of the Ice Follies was on our board of directors. They
had an interest in the building.
The Ice Follies were planning a circus number and
had been told we had an old calliope in storage and
they offered to buy it. We pulled it out of a corner
of the building and found it needed a lot of work,
but Mr. Johnson said they would fix it.
Anyway, the Ice Follies bought the calliope and we
crated it, then shipped it to San Francisco where the
show used to hold its yearly rehearsals.
When the Ice Follies came to the Cincinnati Gardens
some of us went over to the building. After a tour of
the building and a look backstage we were given ring
side seats.
The circus number came on late in the show and it
included skaters in clown costumes, some riding bi-
cycles, some acrobats, etc. Finally along came a
skater in a clown costume playing our old calliope,
only now it looked all fancy and like new. It sure
did shine in the colored spotlights.

FRAHK STROUT

Animals
Extraordinair

I have worked mostly P.R.C.A. Rodeos for 10 yean - Dogs work sheep in large
places and ducks m small places - References upon request.

\\ \l I. \ l t l . t I \

Route 3 - Box 321
Weatherford, Texas 76086

\M> UTKR LAI tOK I) \

Phone:
817 -599 -7493



WANTED

O F F I C E M A N A G E R S P R O M O T E R S

Must know day and night operations. Must be bondable

and have references. We check your references, so don't

waste our time or yours unless your references are good.

Personal interviews must take place in Oregon. If you

are selected for an interview we will pay half of your air

fare, plus your motel.

We work for law enforcement sponsors throughout the
United States, and produce such shows as:

Frank Sinatra, Jr. Kingston Trio
New Christy Minstrels Leroy Van Dyke
Joe Stampley Glen Yarbrough
Barbara Fairchild Circuses

CALIFORNIA BNTUTAINMENT K N T K R P R I S K S
CIIAKKKS < ; K K M \ I N K

135 Azalea Drive Phone:
Grants Pass, Oregon 97526 503 - 474 - 195
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GREAT AMERICAN CIRCUS ... by Dorian Blake

The Great American Circus played Silar City. N.C.,
on May 56, and we arrived on the lot only thirty
minutes prior to the evening performance on May 5
and were immediately welcomed by Billy Martin and
the Lang Family.
Prior to the performance we look a quick tour of the
lot, with Robbie Lang acting as our guide. He insisted
we see the Ape Show on the Midway, which we did.
But Janice and I declined when it came to the snakes,
never having developed a liking for such creatures. We
then made our way to the main tent and took our
seats.
The program featured: Dave Miller at the organ. Spec
"Fantasy on Parade"; Display with juggling by the
Bobby-Jane Duo and Don & Marie, with Billy Martin
doing rola bola; Miss Beth, tightwire; Coloring Book
Pilch; Kohl's Dog Pound Revue; Texas Don and Miss
Betty, 'opes and whips; The Lang Family, trampo-
line/tumbling; Clowns m "Center of Town"; Miss
Marijo. hand balancing and one finger stand; Aerial
Ballet with swinging ladders; Peanut Pitch; Joe Fris-
co and Miss Beth, elephants; Intermission; Miss Ja
clynn, bounding rope; Miss Beth and Miss Vickie,
aerial webs; Kohlneser's Merry Menagerie; Clowns
with a Camera; Mongo, Bongo & Miss Vickie (fea-
turing Billy Martin); Yoshi Numa. hair suspension;

June 4.1979

MARCELO and PAUL HORTOBAGYI, of the Great
Junior Hortobagyi Troupe, are the proud parents of
a baby boy • Jean-Paul - bom on May 12th, and
weighing in at 8 lb». 10 02.

JOHN NOCK. Jr. (15 years old) made his circus de-
but at the Shnne Circus in West Springfield, Mass.,
on May 10-13. The Nervless Nocks now feature four
sway poles in their act.

CARLOS OBANDO was featured in the Rochester,
NY, Democrat and Chronicle on Feb. 15th. the full
color photo showed him on the tightwire.

Finale; Exit March.

The show staff includes: Hoxie Tucker, owner; Jim
Silverlake, manager; Billy Martin, ringmaster/eques-
trian director; Dave Miller, band leader; Dickie Pal-
mer, concessions; Enoch Brafford, big lop/supt.;
Mariyn Silverfake, office; Joe hriscoe, elephants.
After the Saturday evening performance members of
the show gathered around a bonfire for a cookout,.
hosted by The Lang Family. The next five hours
were spent in good fellowship and of course catching
up on the latest gossip. During this time we learned
the show was expecting delivery of a new 90 ft. x
90 ft. top on May 10th, at which time many three
ring displays will be added.

WASHINGTON TUBES II
=>^
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^MONTE CARLO C IRCUS. . . . by Don Sandman

The Monte Carlo Circus played a three day engage-
ment at the University of Dayton Arena in Dayton,
Ohio, May 11-13.

The one ring format was loaded with talent although
because of recent accidents on previous dates the At-
berrcmw and Luis Muno/ were not performing. The
Richter Family with their riding and elephants/tee-
terboard stole the show as far as local CFA's were
concerned.
The Eotow clown and bar acts were equally enter-
taining, as were the Karoly Donned tigers, the Duo
Dobritch, the Silagas Troupe, Gene Mender and of
course Elvin Bale. Sergio keeps the action going and
fills any stalls with an appropriate feature. His going
into the audience makes them feel they are a part of
the show.

One nice thing about this show is that the vendors do
not sell in the arena during the performance. The to-
tal number of animals include: 6 Bengal tigers, 3 ele-
phants, 8 horses and 4 chimps. But you'd think they
hod more. During the local run the animals were all
housed in a yellow tent in the backyard, where some
oi us lucky CFA's were able to see the 3 baby tigers.

CIRCUS SHOW. . . . by Don Sandman

WANTED
Family Act doing two or more for dale in the
Viroinia area, June 30 to July 8th.

ailahle
Small European-style circm iiss open time dur-
ing the months of September and October.

Phone: 919-765-6835
LIEBEL FAMILY CIRCUS

4775 Randall Ave., Winston Salem, NC 21704

The Robbins Bros. Ring of the CMB had a special
Circus Show at Springfield, Ohio, April 24 thru May
13th. The Art Center reported that had this been a
real circus they'd have had straw houses for each of
(he shows. School children were brought in from all
over the area to view the huge display.
The display included model circuses and collections
of such things as programs, lithos, side show banners,
letterheads, flyers, etc. There was also a Clown Alley
with Smiley the Clown and Topcat the Clown work-
ing during the presentation.

The Robbins Ring was assisted by the Harold Barnes
Tent CFA. They also displayed current paper for the
engagement of the Monte Carlo Circus set up at the
main entrance.

By Crane

S^EffSE5' •
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BILLY BARTON (Continued)

co Atayde and Bill and Trudy were singing the praises
of Mexico and the Atayde brothers. They said the
show was beautiful, their treatment outstanding, and
they can't wait to go back. On two occasions Bill nar-
rowly missed being seriously injured. Once when a
chain led in the girders tell and passed his head by
inches, and again when the winch failed and son Da-
vid managed to set the emergency brake in the nick
of time. Bill's end of the boom bent hinge-like and
Trudy, who was holding the web lightly, bumed and
blistered both hands. They showed me pictures of the
lour, and countless objects they'd brought back for
their house. The next morning Trudy ran through her
new Oalmation dog Kt which she debuted this month
in Birmingham (Ala) with GEORGE HUBLER. The
dogs work like liberty hones and is sure to be a novel
and exciting act. Trudy is another STRUPPI. anything
she sets her mind to turns out first rate. The gal ha*
class and style and is a perfectionist. She plans to
work the act in English Classic, with a steeplechase
routine utilizing miniature hedges, and very smart
riding habits as her costume, abbreviated to show off
her lovely legs and stunning figure. Each dog, incident
ally is named after circus producer). The odd thing is
the dogs look like the persons for whom they wen
named and share their namesakes' attributes. "Kelly"

FOR SALE
A PET HYENA - fully Matured 7^ year old
animal - Leash broken - Excellent Condition
For information and Details write to:

"HYENA", c/o Circus Report
525 Oak Street
El Cerrito, Calif. 94530

WAYNE McCARY, of the Eastern States Exposition
(West Springfield. Mass.) has signed the Royal Hanne
ford Circus to appear at the Exposition on Sept. 12
to 17th.

COTTON CANDY. (Bill Williams) worked a shop
ping center mall in San Pablo. Calif., on May 19th.

DAVID LEE, an 8 year old juggler, is currently tea
tured with the Liberace Show

for instance, named for Emmett. Jr. is always clown-
ing around. At the moment Trudy has ten dogs per-
forming but plans to replace at least two that aren't*
working out. No sir, not on your life, will I mention
those two producers she plans to axe!

SEE you down the road, luvs.

CLARK S LIONS
5 CAT CAGE ACT

O P K N I I M K A K T K R J I N K 1 s t
f o r

C I R C l i S - P V R k S F A I R S

Contact:

PEGGY SHIELDS
Rtc. 7 - Box 214
Me Kinncy, Texas - 75069

Phone: 214 - 442 • 5836
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. . . .b¥M. L. OUPONT

Oooph's, I've goofed again. My apologues lo Wilson
Poarch, Ji. Editor of Southern Sawdust, and Mike
Martin, magician. It seems that in one of my columns
I reported that Mike's lovely wife would adorne the
cover of the 25th anmvtrsay issue of "Southern Saw
dust". What I meant to have said was that she would
appear in that issue. The coven of all "Southern Saw-
dust" maga/ines are picked several months in advance
and I hope thai I hive not offended either of my two
good friends.

ABC Sunday News (May 13) carried a report on the
danger of keeping wild animals and snakes as pets.
Some of the owners of these animals have suffered
tragic results. One owner of a cobra was bitten by it
just 10 hours after he had purchased ii The owner
of a lion lost his wife when the lion attacked her and
had to be shot.

It has been reported that the La. Purchase Gardens
& Zoo have made arrangements with Murray Hill to
provide elephant rides for Zoo Day. This could be
tti; biggest Zoo Day in history and the area will be
fortunate in being able to see some fine animals that
wiK be brought in by Mr. Hill. Also taking part in the
Zootiay events will be DoDo the Clown, who also
plays other local area dates, as well as circus dates.

The Shone Circus at Little Rock and Pine Bluff
were produced by Sam T. Polack. Al Dawley was the
ringmaster, Al Vernon directed the music and Ron
Keltoy handled props.
On Aphl 21st, the Ringlmg Museum of Art sponsor-

ed a children's Art Carnival. There were clowns and
calliope music and many children came with their
faces painted up as clowns. The project was called a
very successful event.

The Fabulous Farrell Bros., of high wire fame, were
hired by the Altman Chevrolet Co. in Sarasota to ad-

FOR SALE
BAVARIAN SLIDE and FUN HOUSE - Single
iruck ride - Excellent Condition.

MUST LIQUIDATE - 1973 Tilt A Whirt - Elec-
tric motor - Steel Plates - Special Factory Trail
er-S21.9SO.00

F-85 -Trailer Mounted - Like New - Priced at
SI 3,500.00

JOHNNY CANOLE
(305)751 0206 (814)944-9347

vertise the new Chevy's. These performers appeared
on TV's Gumess Book of Records Show, seen nation-
wide on May 20th.

Kentucky Fried Chicken had tie ms with the Shrine
circuses at Pine Bluff and Little Rock. It's good to
see local groups getting behind the circus and help-
ing to sponor and promote it.

Recently a TV crew was in Florida filming the Sai-
lor Circus. This is an excellent show and the TV film
crew were working for the program "The Big Blue
Marble." tt will be syndicated to 165 television sta-
tions.

The program I acquired from the Beany Cole Cir
cus was that of 1978, as the new ones hadn't been
received as yet. However, they had an insert with
the 1979 program listed. Their large Clown Alley is
headed by Jimmy James and the clowns appear no
less than 5 times in the program. Last act of the
show is the long elephant mount, directed by Fred
LOgan.

Recently I received an excellent program of the
United Methodist Church Circus, headed up by Rev.
Tom Bracewell, and which featured so many of the
cristiani family, plus Emmeti Kelly, Sr. It also fea-
tured magic and other fine performers. Unfortunate-
ly the show is gone

HELP WANTED
SmRle man or couple to work with the ENDANGERED SPECIES EXHIBITION.

NO Children or PETS. Must have own trailer or etc.

Someone who is not afraid of long hours but easy, light work. Move ONCE A
WEEK! 25 weeks straight work.

Must be polite, have a good appearance and wear show wardrobe. We'll train you.
State lowest salary in 1st letter. Performers welcome.

Contaet us at: R O X Y ENGESSER
Rte. 2 - Box 500
Trenton, Florida • 32693
Phone: 904 - 472 • 2728
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From Britain
THE BRITISH CIRCUS SEASON 1979

...by Jack Nibleti

The British Circus Season for 1979 got oft to a ra-
t t ie r shaky itin. Bad weather which had already pla-
gued the winter shows persisted, damaging equip-
ment and cutting attendances.
Sally Chipperfield's Circus, in its second season, had
a bad opening week with heavy snows flattening their
big top at Great Malvern, and two weeks later in early
April at Worcester, strong winds completely destroyed
the same tent. Sally's husband traveled to Belgium and
secured a handsome new blue canvas two-pole top
trom Circus Mikkenie and the show has since resumed
its tour of the West Midlands.

Gerry Cottle, whom last year ran two circuses and also
sent circus units to the Middle East and to Iceland, has
run into serious financial difficulties, with debts
amounting to nearly $400,000. However, his creditors
have allowed him to go out again this summer, with
one show only and that a somewhat smaller edition of
his show, with the hopes of reclaiming some of their
money.

Davey's International, a new circus which had a run of
only three weeks last season, has re-formed, and is out
again. Even Oavey did not escape the vagaries of the
weather, and heavy rains which had softened one of his
grounds, caused the collapse of a section ol his seat
ing, fortunately with no serious results.
The familar British family circuses are all out again
Sir Robert Fossett's, James Bros., Robert Bros., Hoff-
man and the Austen Brother*, all with good traditional
programs.

The original Chipperfield's Circus has not yet begun
its tenting tour, but I understand that this long-estab-
lished circus will be having a shorter season this year,
with some long stands at seaside resorts.
However, there is yet another Chipperfield Circus on
our roads this summer. Jimmy, the originator of the

NOW AVAILABLE
JULY lit THRU SEPT. 30th

3 Elephant Act - All Male Lion Act (7) -
3 Camel Act - Flying Trapeze Act - High
Wire Act.

Contact by Mail: LARRY CARDEN
Rte. 2, Box 80 Willard, Mo. 65781

Safari Parks, has taken out a circus, entitled Jimmy
Chipperfield's Circus World. This is quite a large show
with (en elephants and plenty of wild and domestic
beasts. With him are daughters Mary and Margaret;
Mary will be showing some of her animal acts at the
Blackpool Tower Circus later on this year, and her
place in the Circus World's big cage will then be taken
by Carl Fischer, Jr. Jimmy plans to tent with this.
show 'til early summer, then lie will take the show
indoors for the Great Yarmouth Hippodrome Circus
season; when that summer season is over Jimmy will
resume tenting again until Autumn.

There are several very small family shows out again.
Gandey's International; Fossett Bros.; Circus Apollo,
Weight's Circus and a few more, playing villages and
small towns.

Biggest disappointment of all has been the cancella-
tion of the long-awaited return of the Billy Smart
Circus with its proposed summer season at Battersea
Park, London. This distinguished circus which has
been off the road since 1971, but has kept its name
and reputation before the public with specially re-
corded television circus shows, has been sadly miss-
ed by the profession and by the Fans. The disagree-
ment amongst the Smart brothers now means that
English circus-goers will now be denied the chance
of seeing several top-line American acts already book
ed for the show. The big top will go up, however, at
the winter quarters at Wink field. Windsor, for tele-
recordings of two circus-variety shows, and the usual
Christmas and Easter television show.

I wish to thank all of my friends for their cards, letters, prayers and good wishes
during my recent hospitalization.

A special thank you to Tommy Bentley and Chuck Clancy for their assistance in
my time of need.

Please note a change of address:

JIM P A R K E R
Gatti Productions

P. O. Box 611
237 South Tustin Avenue
Orange, California • 92666
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HAL HAVILAND SEZ
JERRY BANGS was the greatest circus clown who

never wore makeup His laugh-provoking gags an still
unequalled. Because of his modesty, many considered
Jerry merely a prop man or builder. However, those of
us who knew him well realised thai his personal super-
vision of his own carefully contrived comedy gadgets,
worked by other clowns, was indeed the best clown
teamwork of all times, reaching as it did the full laugh
potential of any circus audience.
Jerry started sans make-up after a dress rehearsal of
the Rmglmg tent thow in Sarasota. He was a 1st of
May white-face clown working under the direction of
Pat Valdo. But, even at that lime, most of the big
clown props, on the Big Show, had been built by Jer-
ry. And as usual, the last clown walkaround consisted
mainly of coverup gagi. So Jtrry had come up with a
good one for himself. A derby hat atop his cover-up
costume had a little trap door in front of the crown,
just above the brim. Like a Black Forest cuckoo clock
everytime a itnng was pulled a small rubber canary
bird popped out as a noise maker simultaneously
sounded "cuckoo"!
A dress rehearsal must be a serous matter for execu-
tive brass on any show. This year Mr. Ringling stood
in the back door inspecting all, flanked by Pat Valdo
and other staff members. Young Jerry Bangs was en-

joying his new clown walkaround creation to the hilt.
As he circled the track, the "cuckoo" bird popped
out, all too closely sometimes, into the faces of front
seal viewers at regular stops around the hippodrome.
And as a final shot, going out the back door, the
"cuckoo" bird popped out into the face of Mr. Ring
lingl
As Jerry headed for the alley to pack, Mr. Ringling
turned to Pat Valdo, his performance director. "I
want that clown fired." Pat nodded. Final acts end-
ed rehearsals. When it was over. Pat went to Jerry to
break the new. Now. Pat realised that the show op-
ened in a few days in Madison Square Garden. Jerry's
big clown props were needed. So, Pat's great execu-
tive reserve came up with the answer.
"Jerry, [hat last walkaround, for you, is out- You
need time to pack your gear. Also, you don't have
time for make-up, work like a prop man and rig all
the gags." Later, when tempers were not so short,
the decision was explained and everybody, including
Mr. Rinqling, had a good laugh.
Jerry Bangs continued for more than a score of years
with the Big One, plus a distinguished career with
many smaller circuses long after that. He never wore
make-up again. So, he was indeed the greatest circus
clown, or specialized funster, who never wore make-
up.

ANIMAL TRAINER
WANTED
Y K A R R O U N D SALARY -

MUST DRIVE TRUCK AND WORK ANIMALS

Contact: T. Z. PRODUCTIONS
Route 7 • Box 8
Sarasota, Florida


