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DEFICIT GROWS
Tha most profitable aubsidiar;

that Wattell, Inc. has, says Tom
Cable, business editor for the San
Diego (Cal) Tribune, ia the Ring-
ling-Bernum Circus. Last year, he
adda, Mattell loat $25 million,
while the circus was filling its
coffers with money.

Mattel1 ia off to another bad
year, according to Cable, for thay
loat $17.33 million for the six
month period ending Aug. 4, 1973.
The loss is attributed to aeveral
causes, yet sales amounted to some
$128.31 million, an increase of
8.9£ over tha aama period in 1972.

The circus had annual sales
of $8 million when it was taken ov-
er by the Felds. In 1969 their
sales reeched the $16 million mark
while reporte indiceta the show
had a profit of $5 million on sale*
of $26 million last year. They've
opereted in the black ever since
Falds took over.

Mattell purchased the circus
in 1971. Now plane ere underway to

(Continued on Pege 5)

new arena package
A new touring unit «o» put

together this month by Ian Cardan,
tha Toronto producer, for several
Canadian dates. Tha show, celled
•Wonderful World of Animals" open-
ed at Hamilton, Ont. on Sept. 20th
and will remain out until Oct. 6th

Featured in tha sho* are the
Smeha Family and their horses) Bo-
ptiate Schraiber'a chimpai Salva-
dor!̂  seals end Billy Orwell's
Bird Fantasy.

FAIR SHOW
Visitors to tha Georgia State

Fair ("aeon) will again be able to
enjoy a free grandstand show, seys
Fair manager J. Pelham Fuaa. The
show will be produced by Eddia Za-
chlne, ha adds, and will be presen-
ted et 6i30 and 8ilS p.m. nightly.

The line-op of acts includesi

Cina's Uncaged leoperda
Francaro - balance/juggling
Jano'a chimps
Frank & Cstrallta - trapeze
Royel Hungaria Troupe - acrobats
Neil Mutton comedy MC
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People
RALPH RODCERS, CUB, "ill have his

model show at the Los Angeles County
Fair again thia year.

BOB MATTHEWS would enjoy card*
and letters. Mrits hi* atl Hollywood
Community Hospital* 6245 DeLongpre,
Hollywood, Calif. - 90028 (Rm. 508)

THE SAURCZ FAMILY is planning to
operate their own circus in Mexico
next year. They are currently on
the Beatty-Ccle show,

SWACKO, a unit manager for Foley
& Burk Shows, is in a Reno, New.,
hospital after being attacked by lo-
cal youths*

CHARLIE CUTHBCRT, former band lea-
der on Kelly-Miller, waa killed
when struck by a car in South Caro-
lina last month*

JOHN HERRIOTT reportedly will have
his animals on the Hoxie Bros* Cir-
cus next year*

THE FLYING DEL STEELES will ap-
pear with the Texas Shrine dates
this month*

THE ROMAS TROUPE is planning to
tour their own show in the U* S*
during the coming year*

MENDEZ & SEITZ plan to go their
separate ways at the end of the
year* Wendez is said to be booked*

THE CIRCUS REPORT is published each
•eek by Don Marcka, 525 Oak Street,
El Cerrito, Celif. - 94530
Subscription pricesi $1.00 for each
month; fS.OO for Six raonthsj $10.00
for a full year*

Australia SHOW
The program for the Sole Bros*

Circus in Australia, as seen at
Rockhampton on June 11, 1973 was
featuringi

Joseph Eroni - wild animals
Jenny end Julie - swinging larid.
Joseph Eroni - trick pony
Clowns - the Barber shop
Lindsay Sole - monkeys and ponlei
Tommy Hanion - Boomerangs
Klisa Julie - single trapeze
Merfil's wonder dogs
The Lennons - spinning ropes
"Mustard" the football pony
Joseph Eroni - camels end ponies
Greet Muldoon - balance act
Eroni1s golden palominoes
The Lennons - whips
Merveen & Phyllis - juggling
Pantello Troupe - clowns
Satoni & Mai - comedy knockabout
Lindsay Sole - elephants (4)
The Flying Marconis - trapeze
The Finale

Pot-Poourn
The Beatty-Cole Circue will be

in Roswall, N.M* on Oct. 6th to give
two shows.

The Barnaby Jones TV Show (Sept.
23rd) indicated tnat the circus has
gone out of style* The comment was
also made that refugees from the
circus were hanging out at a local
gym.

Some new shows are expected to
bow on the scene for the 1974 sea-
son, both on the East and west coast.
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BIG N.r. DATE
by PAT BISSONETTE

A 23 day stand - Sept. 8-30 -
waa played at the site of the '64-
65 New York Worlds Fair by the mil-
ler-Johnson Circus. The show waa
sponsored by the N. Y. Housing Pa-
trolmen's Benevolent Asaoc* with
tickets priced et $4*50 for adulta
and $2.25 for children. Reserves
went for $1.00 eaxtra, wlile a pro-
gram waa being sold for $1.00.

The two hour show, which in-
cluded an intermission, featured
aome 20 displays, such eat

The Great Parker - away pole
Pat Anthony - wild animals
The Ralfya - aerial ladder
(harl-Vari Troupe - acrobats
Simon'a chimps
Miaa Kim and Michele - trapeze
Great Maahek - wire walk
Naughtina baara
Wias Loni - foot Juggler
Benjamin Duo - juggling
Teller Boys & Dodo - wire
The Flying Farias - fling act
Hassan! Troupe - tumblers
Ferroni Duo - role bole
Weshek Duo - eerlal motorcycle
Lother and Dante - balancing
Wally Ross, Oscar Crist ie/»i -

elephants
There were three merry men in

Clown Alley, headed by Don Kirby.
Chris Ninot end Herb Chambers assi«-
him. New at this spot waa Barry
Sloane, stilt walker. The program
la backed by a three piece bend un-
der the direction of Russell Dorr.

The show staff includes!

NEW FINE SET
For the third time last month

a fine was imposed for the exhibi-
tion of a "sored" Tennessee Walk-
ing Horse. Dick Peebles, of ffloul-
ton, Ale., was fined $500 for vio-
lating the Horse Protective Act of
1970, by a District Court at Bir-
mingham*

Charges were filed by the U. S,
Oept. of Agriculture «hen it waa
diacovered t.iat Mr* Peebles had ex-
hibited a horee whose front lega
•ere extremely sensitive to touch
and showed signa of having been
touched up with a foreign sub-
stance. A ahow veterinarian had
disqualified the horee, but Peebles
showed the Korea anyway.

You don't have to take
• wild guess about the
ehow routes when you
read The Circus Report
each week*
Cat your subscription
in now end be aure of
the show datea.

Sand $10.00 in cash, check or mon-
ey order tot Don Marcka, 525 Oak
St., El Cerrito, Calif. 94530.

Cliff Vargas - owner
Parley Baer - manager
Sandy Oobritch - ringmaster
Jim McGerrity - operations mgr.
Paul Hudson - Concession aupt.
Mally Ross - animal aupt.
0. Bayliaa - tranap. aupt.
Tad Zabell - propa
Joe Parker - electrician
Dan Hanies - chief rigger
H. Chambers - wardrobe
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<ROUTES
Arabia Shrine Circua
Oct. 2-14 Houston, Tex

Beetty-Cole Circua
Oct. 1 San Angalo, Tax

2 Abilene
3 Odessa
4 Hobbs, N.IH.
5 Carlsbad
6 Clovia

Hubert Castle circus
Oct. 1 Globe, Zrlz.

3-7 El Paso, Taxes
Diamond "S" Mild Meet
Oct. 6*7 Branford.fla

Or. Pepper Circua
Oct. 6-21 Dallas, Tax.

George Matthewe Circua
Oct. 1 Portland, Ore.

2 Salem
3 Eugene
4 Roaaburg
5 Medford
7 Redding, Cal.

Hall'a Circua Side Show
to Oct. 6 Atlanta, Ge.

Happytime Circua
Oct. 3-7 Ventura, Cal.

Hoxie Broa. Circua
Oct. 1 Thomaav'le,NC

2 Harrisburg
3 Gastonia
4 Anderson, SC
5 Athens, Ge*
6 Werner Robblns

Int'l Boys Circus
Oct. 2-4 Rochester,Minn

5-6 Buffalo, NY
7-8 Toronto, Can.

William Kaye Circua
Oct. 5-8 Orlando, Fie

Emmett Kelly Jr. Circus
to Oct 8 New York, NY

King Broa. Circua
Oct* 1 Madieon, Ind

2 Frankfort,Ky
3 Georgetown
4 Lexington
5 Shelbyvllle
6 Jaffersonv'l

Wilier-Johnson Circus
Oct. 1 Off

2 Klngaport,Tnn
3 Off
4 Dacatur, 111*
5 Clinton
6 Dubuque,Iowe
7 Off

Polack Broa. Circus
Oct* 4-7 Freano, Cal*

Ringling-Blue Unit
Oct. 3-7 Indianapolis

Rlngling-Red Unit
Oct. 2-22 Chicago,111

Royal Llpizzan Show
Oct. 3 Syracuae, NY

5-7 Binghampton
John Strong Circus

Oct. 1 Monteray,Cel
2 Off
3 Modeeto
4 Merced
5 Viealia
6 Tulere
7 Hanford

Voorheia Broa. Circua
Oct. 5 Meniatee,Mch

6 Houghton Lke
Wallace 4 Rogers

Oct. 1 Twn Fall a,Id.
3 Burley
6 Iaaogue,Waah

... CARNIVALS
J. H. Drew Shows
Oct. 1-6 Monroe, Ge.

Foley & Burk Shows
Oct* 4-14 Fresno,Cal*

Roae City Ridea
Oct* 1-6 Bernie, Mo.

Amusement' of America
Oct. 8-13 Clinton, NC

Cumberland Valley Shows
Oct. 1-6 Scottsboro, Ale

Farrow Amuaement Co.
Oct. 1-6 devel'dfmi88

Diamond Steta Shows
Oct* 2-6 Cherokee, NC

Razorbeck Amuaemente
Oct. 1-6 Eudora, Ark.

Wai. D. Stanley Showe
Oct. 2-7 Menden, La.

Royal Amusements
Oct. 1-6 Newberry,SC

Little Richard'a Expo
Oct. 1-6 Abbeville.SC

Gene Ledel Shows
Oct. 2-7 Waco, Taxaa

Jay-Bella Amusements
Oct. 1-6 Roae Hill,NC

Big H Ridea
Oct. 1-6 Kingetree,SC

Gold Madel Showa
Oct. 1-6 Amarlcua, Ge

Capell Broa. Shows
Oct. 3-7 Darning, NM

Link Showa
Oct. 4-13 Birmingham,Ala

Ralph Wagner Showa
Oct* 4-6 RaauglotTex.

Bob Hammond Shows
Oct. 3-6 Rosenb'g.Tex

Mississippi Valley Shows
Oct. 1-6 Selma, Ala

Kiaaell Bros. Amusements
Oct. 3-6 Redcliffe,Ky
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SHOW is a plegser
When fisher Bros. Circus

came to Peoria, Ariz. (Sept. 6)
they had a nice greasy lot, writes
Ed Rogers. It was a good show, and
one that really makes the visiting
fan feel at hone, which la very
Much appreciated.

The show drew half houses at
Apache Jet. (Sept. 5) for both of
ita performances, while three-
quarter houeea were recorded for
both shows at Peoria.

SCHOOL STARTS
A claas of 45 novice funmakera

start their elx week course in t.io
ert of clowning today (Oct. 1) at
RBBB's quarters in Venice, FIB.

.The 38 men end 7 women, rang-
ing in ege from 17 to 35,
were selected from some 3500
applicants from the United
States and some foreign coun
tries. The number of appli-
c ants was 850 more than had
applied to t.ie school in 72*

The six weeks course covers a
variety of subjects relating to
clowning, with classes taught by
experts in the field of pentomine,
professional clowns and circus per-
formers. The school is headed by
Bill Ballentine, former clown end
writer.

Successful graduates will be
offered a contract with RBBB's two
units. In the pest five years some
200 men and women have graduated
from the down College and 125 were
given Jobs with the clrcue.

NEW CENTER OKAY
A former military base (Camp

Parks) at Dublin, Calif., has been
approved as the site of a new sport
and recreation complex.

Just recently the government
geve the 22 acres to Dublin, which
city officials called e "bonanza."
A spokesman for the city eeld that
a sports complex la badly needed
and those sites available were Juet
too costly. The beet possible use
for the land gift, ha added, le to
build a recreational facility for
our citlzene.

The Cenerel Services Adminis-
tration valued the land at 1650,000
and now the local district will be
Investing $771,000 to build fields
for baseball, soccer, Softball and
touch football. A 4,200 seat grand-
stand and other buildings is also
planned.

DEFICIT CROWS (Continued front Pege 1)
build a circus park - a total fam-
ily entertainment center - in Flor-
ida. The 600 acre park is expected
to be completed In 1975.

In his closing paragraph of a
Sept. 12th column. Cable aaidi

"Whether or not Mettell can
generete es much enthusiasm among
investors and bankers as the circut
subsidiary does among its legions
of fane is open to debate. Ita
eharas sre changing hands at about
$4.25. They have been as high as
$52.25 end as low aa $1 during the
past 13 years. A recovery in earn-
ings, according to moet analysts,
ie still 2 yeere emey."
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CAROt/SEL ROUNDTABLE

The Circus Report

Late this month (Oct. 20-22) the
Nat'l Carousel Roundtable will hold
a conference at Sandwich, Mass.,
trie home of a Looff merry-go-round.
In addition to visiting local car-
ousels, the group will hold discus-
sions and talks about the preserva-
tion and restoration of old carou-
sels, with hopes of setting up a
national organization*

The conference schedule includei
Oct. 20 - Saturday
9 a.m. - Registration

10 a.m. - Open Meeting
11|30 a.m. - Luncheon
1|30 p.m. - "Kaleidoscope View of

Carousels - 8. Charte

2iOO p.m. - Seminar "Carousel Conser-
vation"

3i30 pm - Free time
5i30 pm - Carving demonstration
6i00 pm - Cocktails
7i00 pm - Banquet - speaker will be

Frederick Ffied
Oct. 21 - Sunday
10iOO am - Meeting of Committees
11lOO am - Seminar "Identification"
12i30 am - Luncheon
1i30 pm - Seminar - Restoration
3i00 pm - Workshops - Band Organ,

New Construction, Care
and Feeding Collections
Show and Tell.

4i30 pm - Closing Session
6i00 pm - Cocktails end dinner
Oct. 22 - Monday -
Boat trip to Martha's Vineyard*
Motor trip to Crescent Park, etc*

<ROVTES

ROBERT A. MILLS' BAND with the If alter L. Main Circus. Standing:
E. H. Gruiard; Robert A. Mills. leader; E. J. Ewing, Tom Trevette, Austin
Burke, Al Fuller. Seated: George V. Craven. Dave Rowland, Everette Stradley,
Carl Johnson. Vance Kinter. Herman Roehnsch. -/ ̂  J/ -

Holiday on Ice
Oct. 2-7 Grevesboro, N.C.

Ice Capadea
Oct. 4-7 Fort Worth, Texas

Ice Clastic
Oct. 3-6 Durham, NC

Renaissance Fair

Oct. 5-6 Noveto,Ca.
Rex Humberd(Evengl't)
Oct. 1 Winnipeg, Can

2 Calgary
3 Edmonton
4 Saskatchewan

5 Reglna
Ventura County Fair
Oct. 3-7 Ventura, Ca

Maui County Fair
Oct. 4-7 Maui, Ha*.
District Fair

.
' K»,ta.
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The Strlk Family, bicycle riders
•ith Cole Bros. Circus of 1908. At
the top is E. Strlk, owner/manager
and Baby Ruth* Standing are Play,
Viola and Irene. Seated ie Cliff
and Ted.

AGO
Pittsfield, mass. - May 25,

1918 - Barnum & Bailey Cltcua.
The show arrived here lete af-

ter playing at Kingston, N.Y., and
as a reault cancelled their par-
ade. The matinee started et 4 p.m.
while the evening show got under-
way at 8 p.m. Good crowds were on
hand for both performances.

T.iey were only Just getting the
big top up et 1 p.m. end all of
the wagons hadn't yet come from
the train.

The clrcue wee set up on El*
St. playground, and the horae tope
were ell on another lot nearby.

The giraffes require special
wagons to carry tnem. They were
all made for this purpose.

It started to rain Just bsfore
the night show so this slowed all
the work down. In fact as it grew
later the rain came down harder.

Loading got started about 6 p.m
and the big top was down about mid
night. Two big electric light
plants kept the lot ee lighted ae
if it were daytime.

The first second was loaded add
on its way about 11 p.m. The other
section wasn't loaded until after
day break and all the wagons were
lined up along the street, ell the
wey from the lot to the trein.

They finally left sometime ear-
ly in the Morning for Boston.



plain-talk time—
A hard-hitting, plain talking

five part story recently appeared
in the Bloomington, 111., newspaper,
Written by James Keeran, the series
described the life of a working man
with the Beatty-Cole circus - where
tne work never stops and there is
no glamour*

Keeran Joined the circus about
a week before the show came into
Bloomington to get hie story. He
ended up as a $25 a week prop hand,
and found he was exhausted before
the first day was over, yet had to
work on until everything was ready
to roll for the next town* You had
to conserve energy, he wrote, for
you found yourself doing things at
a run that you wouldn't normally
have done at a walk*

The workmen are dirty, only a
few make any effort to be clean, he
said. Often they drink themselves
to sleep at night, or lay awake in
their bunks as the show trucks are
bounced down the road to another
town. These ere the men who keep
the show going, he Beys, yet aren't
even spoken to by the performers.

Some of the men ere lazy, and
others do extra Jobs for the added
money. Some are cruel and profane,
ordering and beating their crews
into submission. But they ell heve
Just one objective -- get the show
up, keep it moving, and get it
down and loaded*

It's a nice five part story
and makes a fine eddition to any
collection of circus material*


