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BY

DON

MARCKS

This is the first issue of Circus Report af-
ter my unexpected hospitalization and sur-
gery in December. I am still recuperating,
but want to get CR rolling once again.

For the present Circus Report will be mail
ed twice a month. This will permit me to
continue a required slow-down of activity
and at the same time will get the paper in-
to the mail on a reasonable schedule.

The surgery that I underwent required
that the artery system in my body be re-
placed and as a result was quite extensive.
A great many pints of blood were required,
as what was to have been a 3 hour opera-
tion ran into an 6 hour job.

A call for blood donors was sent out by
my brother and we want to thank those
who were quick to respond. Additional
blood is still needed and anyone who can
or would like to donate can do so at your
local Blood Bank. Be sure the donation is
made in the name of Don Marcks, Brook-
side Hospital, Vale Road, San Pablo, Calif.
During the period of non-production there
has been time to evaluate the cost and work
that is needed to produce Circus Report. It
is obvious that some additional revenue has
to be generated to keep the paper up to
quality and to bring you an even better pa-
per in the future.

A considerable amount of thought has
gone into future plans for Circus Report.
For the present the current $20.00 a year
subscription fee will be maintained (all of
the subscriptions are being up-dated three
months to make up for the time when rea-
ders did not receive a paper). However, in
order to meet the rising costs of paper and
other supplies it will be necessary to in-
crease the advertising rates. The new charg-
es will be announced soon.

I appreciate your support and concern dur
ing my hospitalization and hope you wilt
continue to believe in Circus Report. Til
need your help and support in the coming
months as Circus Report gets back into op-
eration.

MARIE MUFFLEY (Little Miss Muff) was
recently named "The Nation's Top Female
Clown" by the Clown Chatter magazine.
The honor came at a time when she was ser-
iously ill and needed the emotional support.

VELMA and ADEN LOWRY and Dr. and
Mrs. HOWARD P. KILLOUGH attended the
Kansas State Clown Meeting and election of
officers in Wichita (Kans) on Nov. 21st.

KIRBY GRANT (Sky King) has been wor-
king on a campaign to "Hire the Older Wor-
ker - and Gain Experience." Last October
he spoke to the Greater Tampa (Fla) Cham-
ber of Commerce on this subject.

EARL KRAUZER visited the Big Apple
Circus in New York City last month and
reports it was "one of the finest shows that
I have ever seen."

PHIL TEMPLE, noted magician, produced
the San Francisco Magic Symposium which
was successfully held last month and featur-
ed DAI VERNON as well as MR. ELECT-
RIC (Marvyn Roy and Carol).

SCOTT KOOPand ROBERT BARON,
former RBBB Red Unit clowns are now
performing their comedy routines at the
Variety Arts Theatre in Los Angeles.

LEE SIMMONS, director of the Henry
Doorly Zoo in Omaha, Nebr.was recently
pictured in an AP photo release holding
two two rare white tiger cubs, which were
born at the zoo.

ERVIN HALL has joined the Ringling Red
Unit to work the baboon act. This was his
sister JANNEN's act. She plans to take a
year off following her recent marriage.

ROGER MOORE who plays James Bond
in "Octopussy" joins a circus as a clown to
see out one of the film's villans.

Despite some recent rumors I'm looking
forward to serving you with a bigger and
better Circus Report for many years to
come.

It is my hope that you will always find
Circus Report is of interest and value to
you.

Sincerely,
Don Marcks
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Show Dates
Hubert Castle Circus
Jan. 15-23 Flint. Mich.

21-30 Grand Rapids
Feb. 4-6 Ft. Wayne, Ind.

9-12 Memphis, Tenn.

Cottle/Chipperfield Circus
Dec. 15-Apr. 10 Hongk'ng

Hamid-Morton Circus
Jan. 28-31 Roanoke, Va.

Kaye Cont. Circus
Dec. 15-Feb. 12 Japan

No Elephant Circus
Jan. 4-7 Brooklyn, NY.
Feb. 14-19

Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.

Ringling-Barnum - Blue
Jan. 27-30 Venice, Fla.
Feb. 1-2 Tallahassee

4-6 Columbia, SC
9-20 Atlanta, Ga.

Ringling-Barnum - Red
Dec 30-Jan 2 Venice, Fla.
Jan 4-10 St. Petersburg

12-17 W. Palm Beach
19-Feb. 1 Miami Beach

Feb 3-6 Jacksonville
8-13 Birmingham, Ala

Royal Hanneford Circus
Jan 14 Saginaw, Mich.

- - - O T H E R DATES-- -

Disney Ice Odyssey
Jan 4-16 Baltimore, Md

18-23 Buffalo, NY
25 Feb 6 Milwaukee.Wsc
Feb 8-13 Cincinnati, Oh.

Disney World on Ice
Jan 4-16 Los Ang. Calif.

19-23 El Paso, Texas
Feb. 1-6 San Diego, Calif.

8-13 Oakland

SAMANTHA

Hi! We're starting an all new
season and already they have
me doing extra work, like ar-
rowing the route.

Even this is exciting though
as the show is following right
behind and when they arrive
it will be "Circus Day" once
again.

Be sure and watch for me
in the weeks to come, lots
of fun and suprises ahead.

Meanwhile, why not renew
your CR subscription.



BABETTE'S BABOONS
A unique and cnarming combination of wild African

Baboons working in harmony with capricious canines,
all trained and presented by the lovely and talented
Miss Jan Naud.

A 7 to 20 minute show displaying ths utmost in
warmth, humor and animal behavior.

Availaole for Movies, TV, Circuses, Schools, Parks,
Fairs and Rodeos.

For additional information or reservations:
Call: 213-355-2335 or 213-799-1535 or 904-428-6881

Or write to:
Jan Naud, 1664 Amberwood Drive, No. F

South Pasadena, California • 91030
or

Contact your favorite agent
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From Florida
byMARJORlEJ. HACKfTT

Happiness was getting the unusual invita-
tion to Clown College s 15th annual Gala
performance, in the mail. Day and date is
Saturday, Nov. 20th, at RBBB winter quar-
ters in Venice, Fla., by invitation only. It's
a "keeper" • • whoever designed it should
get an award! A red and yellow striped cir-
cus tent has a Lou Jacobs figure holding
open a flap, but when you open it, it be-
comes a 3 dimensional box with the invita-
tion printed on a mirror-like paper, and
surrounded by clown heads in Kill make up
Sorry to say, we can't make it as we plan
to be in New Orleans.

Channel 8 TV showed scenes and conver-
sations with folks on Circus Vargas on
"More Real People." Do not know when it
was filmed, but Cliff Vargas and also John
Harriott were in the short film.
One Sunday not too long ago we enjoyed

"3 Ring Circus" made in 1954 on Clyde
Beany-Cole starring Jerry Lewis and Dean
Martin. Carried here on Channel 28 TV, it
has good scenes of raising the big top, un-
loading the train at the runs, etc.

On Nov. 12-13 and 14, the City of Clear-
water Parks & Recreation Oept. at St Pe-
tersburg Junior College staged the 4th part
of "Vodvi l '82" which children and veter-
an vaudevillians in the cast Only circus con-
nected performer is Wilbur "Cowboy Wim-
py" Hall, age 70. He ran away at 15 to join
Crest Bros. Circus as a cowboy-magician. He
traveled for years and then settled in Wash-
ington, OC. working 30 years as a mapma-
ker. He has performed his rope trick and
comedy in the White House for Nixon, Ken-
nedy and the Carter families.

An exhibit of more than 50 oil paintings
of Emmett Kelly and one painting by the
famed clown performer himself, will open
Sat, Nov.! 3, at Art Adds Life Gallery in the
Countryside Mall (Clearwater, Fla.). The
paintings are by D. L "Rusty" Rust, a
clown friend of the Kelly family.
The Real Austrian "Spanish Riding School'

Lipizzaners will be in the U. S. for their 1st
appearance here in 16 years. Dates and pla-
ces are: Nov. 20-23, Washington,DC, Capi-
tal Center Arena; Nov. 26-29, New York
City, Madison Sq. Garden; Dec. 2-5, Phila-
delphia. Pa., Spectrum Arena; Dec. 7-10,

New York City, Madison Sq. Garden.
I was fortunate enough to see them per-

form in Vienna, but if you are near one of
the above areas, you may want to jot down
the dates and places. For further informa-
tion about these exceptional animals, you
can write to any of the following places:

Austria, Vienna - Spanische Reitschule.
Hofburg, Michaelerkuppel, A-1010 Wien.
Or to the Austrian National Tourist Office.
545 Fifth Ave., New York, NY 10017.

Piber • Austrian National Stud, Piber,
Styria, is open to the public April thru Oct
with one hour guided tours every afternoon.
CaJI: Stud at 03144-3323.

Yugoslavia - Lipica - Kobilama Lipica, at
66210 Sezana, open to the public April thru
October, with dressage exhibitions daily.
Write to the Stud or to the Yugoslav Nation
Tourist Office, 630 Fifth Ave., New York,
NY 10020.
Did any of you know that the Austnans

originated the "zip code?"
News of Circus Fans: Ralph Decker, Ta-

coma, Wash., will spend the Xmas Holidays
in Springfield. Ohio, with Past CFA Pres.
and family, Jim Saunders... The marvelous
reproduction of the White House, owned
and exhibited by John Zweifel, Orlando,
was the main attraction at "The World's
Largest Flea Market" held at the Florida
State Fair Grounds, Tampa.

Fred Griffin, Bronx, NY, who was him-
self bom in Ireland sent the notice about
the death of James Duffy, of Irish circus
fame, and altho he died about a year ago,
it contains much news of interest to fans
and performers everywhere.

Circus Fans lots two members from New-
ark, Ohio - John "Jack" Cole in July and
Jim Heaton in Sept. Jack who is survived
by his wife Alice was the personal-State
Trooper body guard of the late Franklin
Delano Roosevelt when Roosevelt was the
Governor of New York State. Jim who ser-
ved as a District Director for CFA is surviv-
ed by his wife Madeline. The two couples
were close friends and attended many Bar-
aboo openings. They will be missed.

Every hear of 'Tricky" Tavelstead who
roller skates and then leaps over 3 burning
cars? He is appearing at a local speedway
track. Hope his trousers are asbestosl
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Good Season
The Wood Family Shows International

Productions, of Windsor, Ontario and Sara-
sota, Fla., report they had a good season
operating a 3 acre petting zoo and animal
attraction, with shows daily. Over 200 do-
mestic and exotic animals are on display
on Bob-Lo Island Amusement Park, one of
the biggest parks in the Southern Ontario
and Michigan area. They are now looking
forward to their third year with the Bob-
Lo Island Co.
The Wood Family Shows also operate a

traveling road show "Circus Fantasy", a
traditional European one-ring family circus,
a fast-paced, flashy presentation, featuring
performing animals, aerial act and Scooter
the clown. Also presented with this package
is the Circus Wagon Menagerie and Petting
Zoo, presented under a colorful red and
yellow 30x60 big top and features 40 do-
mestic and exotic animals and birds from
"Around the World."
The selection of animals include a lion,

monkey, goats, sheep, llama, miniature
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Sicilian donkey, Coatamundi, Indonesian
dog fox and a selection of decorative birds.

Fairs played include the Niagara Regional
Exhibition, Welland, Ontario, Brigden,
Brooke Alvinston and Watford Fairs, On-
tario and the Gulf Coast State Fair and
Exposition, Biloxi, Miss., booked through
Creative Outlet of Largo, Fla.
The show moves on three truck and trail-

er units, all brightly painted and lettered,
with lots of flash.

BETTY WENDANY (52), owner of Wen-
dany's Funs-A-Poppin Circus, died Oct. 23
following a long battle with cancer.

A memorial service was held on Oct. 31st
with a moving euglogy by Parley Baer. Many
friends both in and out of the business at-
tended the services.

The popular show is now being operated
by her daughter, HRidi.
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FRANK STROUT presents
AHIMALS EXTRAORDINAIR

"PARDNER," a beautiful
liberty dancing horse. Does
many unusual tricks, waltz-
es and square dances. High
school routine performed
without a bridle or saddle.
One of a kind!

"PEPE," the cowboy mon-
key and mount Jess. Always
received as the best part of
the show. Funny, entertain-
ing and pleasing.

Some Open Time in 1983
WE WOULD LIKE TO WORK FOR YOU!

F R A N K S T R O U T
Rtc . 6, Box 244
Lake Ci ty , Fla . 32055 904-752-0496
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In Mexico
by BOBBY GIBBS

Late last year the writer visited Circos
Atayde in the Arena at Mexico City. When
you first enter the arena you see the beau-
tiful backdrop curtain, about 60 ft. high
and running all across one end of the arena
with "Circo Atayade 1888-1983" on it.

The arena floo was covered with green saw-
dust and had one large ring (42 ft.) and a
stage. The ring had a rubber mat for animals
and the curb was lighted with 3 color tights.
The show also uses the new Italian style of
rope lights in different colon.
All acts enter thru the back curtain. All of

the prop men wear coveralls and the announ
cer and ringmaster were in tuxedos.

Circo Atayde is the Mexican version of our
biggest circus and is the oldest and largest in
Mexico having been founded in 1888. It is
still owned and managed by the Atayde fa-
mily.
The show uses the newest sound and tape

system to replace live music.
This year the show is not using American

acts as in the past. All animal acts are show
owned and are top notch. They include 4
tigers, 4 lions, 5 big elephants, Tanya, sing-
le elephant and without a doubt the best
liberty horse act in North America. These
8 palominos were purchased and put togeth
er in California by Don McLennan and later
were started by a German trainer, then John
Herriott changed the act and finished them
up after which he turned them over to Al-
berto and Celeste Atayde who have done an
outstanding job of working them and add-
ing new routines. The acts is about 12 min-
utes and does about everything you can
think of. Their harness and plumes are all
beautiful.

The above mentioned Celeste Atayde is
better known by U. S. circus fans as Chi
Chi Canestrelli of the famous Canestrelli
family. Her sister Tosca was a featured per-
former on the bounding rope and her other
neice is in Reno at Circus Circus, appearing
in a flying act and doing the triple. Her fa-
ther had a chimpanzee act before his depth.

Chi Chi (Celeste) married Alberto Atayde
and they are in charge of all the animal acts
and the day-to-day operation of Circus
Atayde.

Celeste has only just this season started to
work the horses and is doing a wonderful
job. She wears Vegas style wardrobe and
has a real professional appearance.

Celeste also works a big high school horse
on the track and the elephant Tanya which
was purchased from Jenda Smaha. This ele-
phant was temorarily out of the show due
to a sore leg but was expected to be back
in the ring soon.

Kamala Circus
The New Castle, Pa., based "Kamala Cir-

cus" made a 1982 fall tour of Western Pen-
na. and North Eastern Ohio.

Personnel appearing with the show were:
Charlie Van Buskirk. MC; Ivy and Kama-

la, rolling globes; Art Jennings, Jr., illusion-
ist; The Davidsons, juggling; The Gunga Sis-
ters, acrobatic/Contortion act; Sunny Daze,
clowning; La Mays, comedy plate spinning;
The Patricks, rola bola; Billy Gunga, glass
balancing; The Cyclonians, unicycles and
Angela Wilnow and Her Collies, Canine
Revue.
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East Coast News
BY FRANK ROBIE

Schmidt's Beer, actually. Christian Schmidt
Brewing Co. of Philadelphia and Cleveland,
in recognition of the 300th birthday of pf l1 '-
adelphia, America's first capital, lists on each
six-pack a chronological date list of unsur-
passed historical firsts. For some reason the
first circus listing is missing, but some inter-
esting firsts are: 1728 First Botanic Garden,
1776 First American Theatre, 1805 First
Art Museum, 1859 First Zoological Society,
1867 First Merry-go-round, 1893 First State
Park. Not all of these, of course, are circus
related, but most of them stilt exist and can
be seen during the 1983 CFA Convention.

Big Apple Circus' second great Lincoln
Center season began Dec. 3rd. It featured
an international cast of the very best circus
artists. From Mexico, the Flying Gaonas.
From Denmark, Katja Schumann and her
palomino stallions. From Japan, Koma Zu-
ru whose Samurai act has been produced
by his family for over 800 yean. From
Czeckostovakia, master teacher and cloud
swing aerialist Sacha Pavalata. From Poland,
The Dymeks on the Russian bar. From It-
aly, The Canestrelli's whose trampoline
leaps are recorded in the Guinness Book of
Records. From Switzerland, David Muller
on the low wire; from Burma, Anna Mae,
quite simply the most talented elephant
alive. From the five Boroughs of New York.
Jim Tinsman, Paul Binder, Back Street Fly-
ers, Michael Christensen, Barry Lubm, the
orchestra and the ring crew.

Line-up for the Ted Chirrick Productions
Dec. 11th, IBM Children's Party included,
10- count 'em -10 clowns with Toby Bal-
lantine, stilt walking, Frank Carbone 1973
RBBB graduate, Middy Streeter from Cir-
cus Odyssey, Todd and Marie Robinson,
Mart Ricky, Ripley Believe It or Not spe-
cialist, Jess Monroe, magic clown, Chris
Marra, Catherine Margroff and Clyde, the
internationally famous.

Good news also from Chirrick Productions
is that Bergen Mall has inked a repeat en-
gagement for Aug. 1983. Other malls are
also showing considerable interest.

Some upcoming 1983 events are: All
American Circus at So. Mountain Arena,
Apr. 27-29; Hamid-Morton Circus at the
Mennen Sports Arena, Apr. 19-23 and the
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A New Book
In 1918, Harry Houdini, the famous ma-

gician and escape artist, commissioned a
veteran researcher from Boston's Public Li-
brary to prepare a history of magic in Bos-
ton. The researcher, H. J. Moulton, spent a
year examining books, journals and newspa-
pers in his efforts to gather information on
the subject.

The result, a manuscript of 153 typed pag-
es, is a fascinating and detailed account of
the performances of over 250 magicians,
ventriloquists, jugglers and other wonder
workers who appeared in Boston and the
local area over the period 1792 to 1915.
Houdini had intended using this material
in a book he expected to write on the his-
tory of magic. It proved to be one of his
many projects left unfinished due to his
untimely death at the age of 52 • on Oct.
31,1926.
In March 1983, H. J. Moulton's researches
will finally be published in book form, as
"Houdini's History of Magic in Boston 1792
-1915."
An introduction will be provided by Mil-

bourne Christopher, owner of the manu-
script and a noted magician and magic his-
torian. (Mr. Christopher is the author of
"The Illustrated History of Magic." "Hou-
dini: The Untold Story," and other books.

The Moulton manuscript will be reproduc-
ed in facsimile and illustrated with rare
playbills from the Christopher Collection.
Mr. Christopher, who referred to the Moul-
ton manuscript when writing several of his
own books, notes in the introduction that
"future historians... will be as enthralled
as I was when I first read these pages."
"Houdini's History of Magic in Boston

1792 -1915" will be published in a large
format hardcover book and will sell for
$35.00.

Hanneford Circus at White Plains Westches-
ter County Center the week of Feb. 22nd.

The John Lewis Circus is expected in July
and August and Hoxie Bros, and the Great
American Circus in the fall.

Ringling Red comes to the Garden during
March. April, May. with its return engage-
ment at the Byrne Arena in November.
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To all personnel of
CLYDE BEATTY-COLE BROS. CIRCUS

My best wishes for a great 1983 season

Signed: Charles F. Petty. CF A #419
Circus Class

from LaVahn G. Hoh

Last year the drama department of the
University of Virginia allowed me to teach
a course entitled "Circus in America". The
course was so popular the department has
given me permission to teach it again this
spring semester.

The course was enthusiastically received
by the students. It covered many areas of
the circus in America such as the early de-
cades, under the big top, Barnum £ Bailey,
Ringling Bros., logistics, side shows, perfor-
mers, disasters and much more.

My lectures were interspersed with guests
and visual material supplied by Ringling
Bros., and the Circus World Museum. We
had guest speakers who discussed their ex-
periences with various circuses; a few of the
speakers were Joe McKennon, Jim Webb of
Russell Bros. Circus, Rodney Hugh and John
Mulcahy of Ringling Bros., two clowns, Fred
Yockers and John Towsen. Towsen and Yoc
kers lectured to the class, gave a workshop
on clowning and a performance of their
routine.

One of the highlights of the class was a
field trip to Richmond, Va., to see a per-
formance of the Blue Unit of Rinyling Bros.
Fifty-two people were treated to an out-
standing show and a behind the scenes tour
before the show by Frosty Little.

One of the problems I had with the course
occurred at the end of the semester. I re-
quired each student to write a four page
minimum paper on some aspect of the cir-
cus in America. It was at that time I discov-
ered the library here at the University of
Virginia does not have a large holding of
circus material.

If any of your readers have any informa-
tion which they would like to donate to
the library, books, route sheets, newspaper
clippings, photos, etc., we would greatly
appreciate it. This information can be sent
to me or direct to the library. Also, if any-
one is traveling through or is near Chariot-
tesville, Va. and would like to talk to the
class, please contact me. The class meets
on Tuesdays and Thursdays, Jan. 20 thru
May 3rd.

LaVahn G. Hoh, Associate Professor of
Drama, University of Virginia, Dept. of
Drama, Culbreth Road, Charlottesville, Va.
22903-2486 or phone: 804-924-3326.
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TIBOR ALEXANDER
5 CONTINENT THEATRICAL B O O K I N G A G E N C Y

P. 0. Box 87, West Lebanon, NY 12195
Phonr 518-794-7878 - Hot Lini 518-794-7784 - 24 Hr. Service 7 Days a Week

Need acts ill the time - Nothing too small. Nothing too big
Send Open Tim* and Pictures • New Acts Welcome

MIKE PIKE, bandleader, has written the
musical score for the Pay I ess Shoe Stores
radio commercial promotion "Carnival of
Values" campaign. The 30 and 60 second
music spots, with carnival and circus themes
are being aired from Jan. 15 to March 15th.

ROB LISBON, fire eater with the Biy Ap-
ple Circus, was pictured in the Jan. 1983
issue of "Modern Photography,"

AUSTIN Ml LES, circus chaplain and ring-
master, and INGRIO YANES, former Aus-
trian skating star who won the Silver Medal
in the Olympics and now a hostess with the
Eastern Airlines, are a constant two-some.

JOE SCHMITT, Jr., producing clown with
Ford Bros. Circus in 1982, handled billpos-
ting and media promotions for the show's
series of indoor dates in December. Joe will
return as producing clown for the 1983 cir-
cus season.

CHIP BURNES, son of former circus per-
formers Chuck and Bambi Burnes, Ana-
heim, Calif., appeared throughout the sum-
mer as First Male Assistant to illusionist
Mark Kalin and has been kept busy between
his studies as a Theatre Arts major at Cali-
fornia State University, Fullerton, and the

taping of four major television shows. So
far, the act has appeared on "That's Incre-
dible," "The Richard Simmons Variety
Show," a TV special for Australia and a
special in 3-D for Home Box Office.
During the winter semester, Chip will ap-

pear in the act when it is featured in the
Reno Hilton's spectacular "Raz/le Dazzle"
revue. He returns to college Feb. 1st.

JIM "Kilowat" MILLER, who broke in on
'lights' on the 90 car Ringling show and la-
ter worked on lights with Walter Rice and
Cristiani, Strates, etc., has just about com-
pleted restoration of a beautiful 1917 Spill-
man Merry-go-round for a major New York
State city. Nearly all of the gears and the
sweep housing had to be specially made for
the ride. Kilowatt is the son of 'Doc' Miller
author of several magazine stories and the
book "Little Of Show."

Miscellaneous
Rumor has it that there is a strong possi-

bility that a circus will be staged at one of
the fevy remaining pleasure piers in Atlan-
tic City, sometime this year.
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JOE TROLLY
(A. G. V.A. MEMBIR)

INTERNATIONAL NOVELTY SKATER AND HIS MARIONETTES

EXTENSIVE REPETIORE - UNION CONTRACTS PREFERRED

BONDED and LICENSED AGENTS, PRODUCERS CALL

(516) 585 - 3398

Coast Show Opens
Circus Fans of Southern California report

that Circus Vargas set up its tents in El Cen-
tro, Calif, on Jan. 9th. The following day
they held a run-thru of the performance
with the band and then on Tuesday after-
noon a full dress rehearsal was held.
The show opened that evening to a good

crowd, playing thru Thursday. On Friday
they moved to National City for a weekend
engagement.

The show opens with Wally Naghtin's bear
acts, in two rings and they are followed by
a clown number with Billy McCabe and 11
clowns. Girls on web were next, after which
came Cimeon's Chimps, then the Living
Statues (Les Victoria); Ben William and the
elephant Anna Mae; The Lunatricks in a
comedy number; Juggling by the Hargitas
and the Duartys with Wally Eastwood in
the center ring; Four girls on horses follow-
ed by an 8 liberty act presented by Kathy

Batchlor; The Parays, cradle act in center
ring with two single men in each outside
ring; Spec with two girts doing trapeze and
Naghtin's bears in center ring.
Flying acts in each ring open the second

half; Clowns in a Bull fight number; 3 rings
of Samoyed dogs; wire act; Clowns, Teeter-
board act by the Charles Troupe;side rings
have trampoline acts; finale is the elephant
number with 3 bulls in each end ring and
5 in the center ring presented by Rex Wil-
liams, who has put the pyramid back into
the number.

To be added soon are a tiger act, a new
hone, a magic act and two motorcycle acts.

New costumes are being made by Hedy
Jo Starr of Las Vegas.

The 4th annual Tom Mix Festival will be
held in OuBois, Pa.. Sept. 15-18. In addi-
tion some mini-type Tom-Mix Roundups
will be held in various cities of the U. S.
this year.
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TOMMY SCOTT and his road show success
phenomenon is unique. Over the years, the
aggregate number of over 18,000 one-day
stands, in US and Canada appearances, of
troupes headed by Tommy are now under
research for accurate historical authentica-
tion • an amazing record and the med. show
is still goingl

I know what's in the liniment the Tommy
Scott Medicine Show Co. sells • it's on the
bottle. But. real formula for success thru
Depression, Wars, Inflation, i n the face of
popular TV, Radio, Movies, Home Enter-
tainment, etc. "What's that?" I asked one
of Tommy's managers. Jim Moore.
Jim's answer was humorous: "Tommy's

like a bumble bee. There is an accepted
theory of aerodynamics which makes the
bumble bee unfit to fly. He's too fat. He's
too wide and unproportioned. He's not
streamlined. According to theory, he
shouldn't fly. Of course, the bumble bee
doesn't know that!"
"Same thing with Tommy. While Main-

Stem shows can't see success without high
admission prices like $45, Tommy shows
elsewhere for $3. While sex and opulence
seem to be necessary commodities for oth-
er producers, the med. show format re-
mains family oriented in true variety show
tradition.
"Kids often sit on the floor in front of

their parents • laughing and applauding
the stage show antics of country-western
singers, musicians and the parade of novel-

ty entertainers that holds the audience at-
tention from start to finish.
"Today, according to the theory of some

marketing experts, that kind of sliow-biz
won't work. Tommy Scott's like the bum-
ble bee who flys. He doesn't know he's
doing the impossible! Tommy just opens
his show in January and tours thru Novem-
ber - sometimes with auriferous results."
I get it. The real medicine then, in the

Tommy Scott Medicine Show is the plea-
surable experience and home-town morale
uplift the in-person entertainment brings
both young and old alike each year from
coast-to-coast in Canada and the US.
That's civic service medicine that can't be

put in a bottle or a tube.

DOUG DOMOKOS, trick motorcycle rid-
er was featured at The Great American Mo-
torcycle Show at the Cow Palace in San
Francisco, held last month.

JACK KING has joined the Big John
Strong Circus. He renewed acquaintances
with BOB OWENS who is doing work of
producing clown on the show. Jack and
Owens worked together on another show
some time ago.

EDDIE HOWE, former circus press agent,
was seen in the TV special "Bataan. The
Death March" which was shown recently.
Howe was one of many Americans captur-
ed by the Japanese and forced to make the
long Death March.

TOMI LIEBEL and family spent the holi-
days visiting friends and relatives in Austria,
and Hungary.

TIM TEGGE, CHERI SI CARD, JIM CON
LEY, COL. EARL TEGGE and LOUISE
TEGGE recently visited friends on Circo
Union when the show played Tijuan, Mex.
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Miss. Fair Circus
BY RICHARD JOHNSON

The r.'iississippi State Fair Free Circus was
held on Oct. 8 thru 17th and was produced
by the Barreda Productions.
The show consisted of the following acts:

Overture by Robert and Kay Parker; Aerial
Artistry of the Jupitors and the Dynasty
Ouo; Sangra Ridiny Academy; Anita Zoppe
and Co., miniature horses; Katinka's Pood-
les; Whips and Ropes by Pancho Magana;
Tommy Hanneford Riding Act; Lion act
with Jorge Barreda; Hanneford elephants
presented by Mark Hanneford Karoley;
Sway Poles with the Nock brothers, and
announcer, Richard Johnson.

After each show there were elephant rides
for the children. Two shows were presented
on Monday thru Friday, with three shows
on Saturday and Sunday.

Attendance at the fair was good except for
a few days when there was rain. Attendance
at the circus was very good.

On Sunday, Oct. 10th, a party was held

WORLD ACROBATICS
MAGAZINE

THE MAGAZINE FOR

AMATEUR ANO PROFESSIONAL

Acrobats, Contortionists and

Circus Fans

Crammed with action photographs
of acts and performers

NOW IN IT'S 30TH YEAR

Subscription $16.00 for 10 Issues

from

ASSOCIATION OF ACROBATS
6 Walworth Avenue. Newport 2106

New South Wales
Australia

honoring Mrs. George Hanneford on her
94th birthday. Mrs. Tommy Hanneford
and the ladies with the show and several
friends prepared the !uod. A delicious
feast 1

Mrs. Hanneford takes part in the act and
makes every show - a true show person - a
great lady.

On Thursday, there was another birthday
party at the Zoppe's bus for Mark and
Laura.
A quote from many members of the au-

dience: "The Free Circus was the highlight
of the Mississippi State Fair."

Show Acts
Acts appearing with the Gerry Cottle-Oick

Chipperfield Circus in Hongkong, at Ocean
Park, include:

Les Kansas, jugglers;The Cherifian Troupe
somersault artists; Sonny Fossett, Willie &
Wee Bean, clowns; Sonya Burger, upside
down walk across the roof of the tent; The
Showgirls of London (Tessie. Jane Metanie,
Monica Joanne, Marcra); Richard Chipper-
field, leopards, pumas, panthers, jaguars;
Marcel Peters, polar bears; Intermission.
The Loonies, comedy act; The Great Mar-

co, whirling wheel of death; Clowns; Kub-
ler's Chimpanzees; The London Showgirls;
The Santus Troupe, wizards on wheels; The
Super Nova Space Rocket, aerial rocket sen-
sation; International Flag Flying Finale.

The show's announcer is Ian Oey and the
circus band is directed by Pete Burred.

GUS& URSULA, former juggling team,
are now retired and operate an animal park
in New England.

8EV KELLEY expects to have his book
about the circus ready for publication in
a few weeks.

PIERRE TRUDEAU, of Canada, was re-
cently quoted by a newswire as saying that
"living next to the United States is like be-
ing in bed with an elephant. No matter how
friendly the elephant is, when he turns over

j you're in trouble."
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1983 Plans
John Lewis' new "Lewis Bros. Circus" will

open the 1983 season in April in Southern
Georgia. The new show will travel on eight
trucks, five being diesels. The bio top will
be 70 ft. round ends with three 30 ft. mid-
dles, with brand new nine high bleacher
seats, seating approximately 1800 people.

There will also be a 40 ft. x 60 ft. side
show with all new canvas banneriine. The
side show will be operated by veteran show-
man John Herriott. Herri ott will also ap-
pear in the show with his dressage hone
"Bandelera" and will also be the ringmas-
ter.

Another veteran of the circus world, John
Walker, Sr., will operate the concessions.
Walker is well-known in the circus business
as both a successful concessionaire and boss
canvasman. He has worked on most all of
the big shows, including Ringling, Beatty
and was on the Hoxie show for a number
of years.
The show will be well painted. The colors

will be a white format with many pictorials
on all rolling stock. Lewis recently purchas-
ed a Hippopotamus which will be trained to
do an act by John Herriott. This will be the
first Hippo act since the King-Cristiani show
show 30 years ago.

"There will eventually be a lot of animals
and I hope to have more variety of animals
than any show in the East/' Lewis said.

Most of the route is already booked and it
will be appearing in The Circus Report.

Special Book Offer
$2.00 each

Gus the Great - Umberto's Circus
Circus Couronne - Circus by Mac Lean

Fabulous Showman - Gargantua
March 72 Geographic - Toby Tyler

Love Let Me Not Hunger
Buffalo Bill by Garst, Beals, Collier

Please add $1.00 for Postage per order
- N. Y. Residents add 7% Sales Tax -

CIRCUS MEMORIES
Box 304 Auburn, NY 13021

RALPH EMERSON. Sr. (76), brother of
George Emerson of MGM Zoo fame, suffer-
ed a stroke and died just before Christmas
of last year. He had served as press agent
for 25 years for the Sphinx Temple (Hart-
ford, Conn.) Shrine Circus.

During the World War II years his camera
caught the big top tire of the Ringling show
in Hartford and one photo, that of Emmett
Kelly, bucket in hand, in the smoldering
embers of the tragedy, still remains a clas-
sic of pathos in the photo morgue of the
Hartford Courant newspaper, that is now
owned by the L. A. Times.

At one time Emerson owned a large private
zoo in Newington, Conn. In recent years he
and his sons have maintained the family
business of many years • horse supplies and
western wear, called the Stud-Frontier Shop.

MARCEL PETERS, pictured here with one
of the Chipperfielri lions, is presently work-
ing a group of 6 polar bears with the Gerry
Cottle-Oick Chipperfield Circus in Hongkong.
Marcel worked a white tiger act on Circus
Vargas at the start of the 1982 season.
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This Way to the Woodstock. NY
Big Apple Circus-July 1982

Tisha Tinsman, ex-Ringl ing Show Girl Tisha and Jim Tinsman
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ALLEN PATTON
has just completed the 1982 fall tour with
James T. Hetzer's Intercontinental Circus
and previously completed the 1982 sum-
mer tour with Al Stencill's Martin &
Downs Circus.

He is now at large and looking for a posi-
tion as either Property Supervisor or Can-
vas Superintendent

ALLEN PATTON
704 Poplar St. Vicksburg, Miss. 39180

Coronas Circus
by Circus Joe Vatenciano

The C ronas Circus Productions recently
had a full article in the Amusement Busi-
ness magazine. Here are some of the facts
of interest to the readers of CR.

The Coronas Circus, with a $100,000 in-
vestment in a big top, purchased from the
defunct Danbury, Conn. Fair, want to line
up fair and fun park bookings for 1983, to
complement their growing tour of Shrine
dates.

AVAILABLE

BONES CRAIG'S

PACHYDERM POWER
Some ( ) j M - n Time for

1983
2 Large Asian Elephants

Parks, Circuses, Fairs,
Promotions

New Address:

BONES CRAIG
P.O. Box 1886

Gibsonton, Fla. - 33534

February^ 1983

"CIRCUSANIA SALE ~
8x10 Press Photos (1940 to 1960)
BOOKS, Programs, Route Books, etc.

Send $2.00
For catalog and free RBBB Press

Photo of Major Spec

TIM TEGGE
P. O. Box 39

Garden Grove, Calif. - 92642

George Coronas reports that the family
circus is planning to be represented at the
International Fair and Park Convention in
Las Vegas and Kansas City.
The tent, purchased from the Danbury

Fair, measures 130 ft. x 230 ft. and is a
four pole top, with 2,000 bleacher seats
and can accommodate as many as 4,000
people. The fair used the tent for exhibits.
Also purchased were all of the tent's poles
and two big semis to transport the tent.

The Coronas Circus ended its season Oct.
27-31 as the Shrine Circus in Kansas City,
which the family will be playing for the
third straight year. Also for the third year
in a row the Coronas Circus will be playing
the St. Louis Shrine Circus at Busch Sta-
dium, where they present a 9 ring format.

FOR SALE
A four page, red and blue program for
"Gran Circo Panamericano" of Feb. 14
to Mar. 24,1974. Several U.S. acts are
listed in the line-up.

$2.00 each • Postpaid
Write to: Don Marcks, 525 Oak Street,

El Cerrito, Calif. 94530-3369

Hi-Wire Act Available
Cross Buildings - Waterfalls

Any Height
-AVAILABLE FOR 1983-

VALENTINO
7943 Haskell Ave., No. 2628

Venice, California 91406
Phone: 213-782 2356



Tin- Circus Report

Show Program
The program for the 49th annual Hadi

Temple Shrine Circus (Nov. 25-28) at Ev-
ansville, Ind., produced by Paul V. Kaye
included the following acts and peisonnel.

Pre-show activity with Happy Kellems, the
'Clown Prince of Pantomine'; Circus 'Rock'
Overture with Jack Cervone, conductor and
Boom Boom Browning, drummer; Trapeze
and Loops featuring Senor Vincente, Goldie,
Donna, Hansel, Pamela; Alan Gold's African
lions and Bengal tigers; The Kneisleys and
Golden Sisters, aerial cradle; The Hadi Fun-
sters; Scott's Unrideable Mule; Twin Slide-
for-Life with Miss Roverta and Miss Winnie;
Ground act display with The Michaels, Los
Argentines, The Hans Duo; The Hadi Fun-
sters; Naghtin's Bears, Pamela's Chimpan-
zees and Wally's Bruins; Aerial ballet featur-
ing Miss Najean on the trapeze; Clown in a
Pac Man Chase; Scott's Football Dogs; In-
termission.

The Four Flying Vazquez, featuring a triple
somersault by Venicio; the Hadi Funsters;
John Walker with the Hawthorn Elephants
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(5); The Winn Brothers, double sky walk;
Walt & Wendy, voltaqe and teeterboard;
The Zoppe Family 6-jreback riders with
Roger Zoppe; The Urnjmal Winn Family,
twin aerial motorcycles; Guest star Cath-
erine Lijch (of TV's Dukes of Hazard); a
Salute to the Stars and Stripes Finale.

Announcements were handled by Col.
Lucky Larabee. Eugene Majulin handled
the lighting.

At the convention
Some circus folks seen at the big conven-

tion in Las Vegas late last year were:
D. R. Miller and wife; Jesse Jensen and

wife; Mary Ruth Herriott, Jo Ann Pinson,
Bobby Gibhs, Zoe Ann Henry, John and
Butch Rivers, Larry and Betty Garden, Mac
McDermott, George and Gina Carden. Bill
Biggerstaff, Frank Curry, Mark Schultz,
Pete Cristiani and Casey Gibbs.
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FORD BROS. CIRCUS • KODIAK
P. O. Box 7099 - Cut and Shoot, Texas • 77303

800 * 824 - 7888, Ext. M • 4260
CAN PLACE: 2 PHONE PROMOTERS; 2 CLOWNS;

ALSO MUSICIANS - Trumpet, Sax, Drummer for 1983 SEASON

PATSY (Frank) TOMPKINS (65) died in
Fayetteville, NC on Nov. 23. Bom in New
York as Patricia Burger, she was a promin-
ent horse show rider. She married William
7ompkms, of New Haven, Conn., also a
leading horseman and the son of Ray Tom-
pkms, a successful horse show and rodeo
promoter and trainer and the uncle of Har-
ry Tompkins, who was an 8 time World
Champion Cowboy of the 1950"$.
After a divorce she married Tatna Frank,

well-known circus and rodeo performer
and they were known professionally for
the next two decades as Tama Frank and
Patsy, presenting trained horses and dogs,
trick riding and roping, as well as the Whirl
of Death knife throwing act. They and
their son moved to Georgia where they
spent the winters, while touring with a num-
ber of name circuses. They also operated
their own successful Rodeo Circus Attrac-
tions for many years. They also appeared
with a number of wild west shows.

In later years she traveled with her son,
Bradd, while he performed at top RCA
rodeos. She retired for several years dur-
ing the 60's and 70's and then resumed
traveling, working for several family-own-
ed carnivals in the New England area. She
had just finished working the North Caro-
lina State Fair with the Commerford & Son
Petting Zoo when she became ill. Burial was
in Crescent City, Fla.

Acts Booked
Several novelty acts have been booked by

Simone Finner Enterprises, the Hollywood
based theatrical agency specializing in var-
iety acts for revue shows, including:

Mark Kalin, illusionist in Razzle Dazzle at
the Hilton Hotel, Reno; Jack! Althoff's
Bears and the Cossack Comedy Chimps in
Las Vegas on Ice at the Fujia Hotel, Japan;
Bob Rosetti, French rope spinner in Vive
Las Vegas at the Sheraton Hotel, Korea; Ma-
gic Theatre, French black-art artistes in To-
Night's The Night at the Crazy Horse, Paris;
Nino Frediani, juggler in City Lights at the
Flamingo Hilton Hotel, Las Vegas; The
Thuranos, comedy low wire act and Jean-
Jean, French comedy plate spinner in C'est
Manifique at the Aladdin Hotel, Los Vegas;
The Great Tomsoni & Co., Poland's finest
magician, and David Rosaire's Perky Pekes
in Allez Lido at the Stardust Hotel, Las
Vegas.

MIKE PHILLIPS & TRICIA's success dur-
ing their southern tour resulted in their re-
appearance with their full evening show
"Grandeur of Illusion" for several perfor-
mances in Texas. Appearing with Mike and
Tricia was JOY The Clown. Arrangements
for the tour were handled by Grandeur
Productions.
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Special Consideration for All Show People
Trailers delivered anywhere at nominal rates

CALL OR WRITE

JOHNMAROONE
2550 Waldcn Ave. Buffalo, NY 14225

Phone:1-716-681-1700

BURLING HULL (93), an international-
ly known professional magician for nearly
half a century, died Nov. 19 at the Eustis
Manor Nursing Home, Eustis, Fla. He was
bom in Brooklyn and lived in New York
until 1951 when he moved to DeLand, Fla.

He wrote some 50 books, developed a
number of tricks and operated a mail order
magic business. His first book "Billiard Ball
Manipulations" sold over 200,000 copies.

POLES and STAKES

WE SELL POLES AND STAKES

WOOD AND METAL

ALL SIZE TENT POLES

FROM 7 ft. to 32 ft.

VAN TENT POLE CO.
Johnson Avenue

Johnstown, NY • 12095

Phone. 518 - 762 -8969

INSURANCE - INSURANCE

ALL INSURANCE NEEDS

MURRAY HILL

All RISK AGENCY

Phone:

417-738-4225

or

417-882-1709

He was a friend of most of the great ma-
gicians such as Dunmger, Keller, Thurston
and Blackstone. as well as Houdini.

FREEMAN GOSDEN (83) former min-
strel-show performer who was the creator
and voice of Amos Jones of the "Amos V
Andy" radio program, died of a heart at-
tack in Los Angeles on Dec. 10th.

JEFFERY SCOTT WHITWORTH (19),
grandson of Doc Tommy Scott and Frankie
of "Last Real Medicine Show" died as a re-
sutl of an automobile accident on Nov. 16.
He was a drummer and bass player, a mem-
ber of the Southland Country Music Band.

He has recorded and appeared on Fan Fair
and both U. S. and Canadian TV with his
grandfather. Interment was in Stephens
Memorial Gardens, Toccoa, Ga.

"AMERICAN
MUSEUM
^MACIC

Magic ideas so old
they're new.

Marshall.Michigan 49068 US.A.~^
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Ice Show in Canada
by ED WICKSTROM

Jarda Kubic came back to Canada recently
and brought with him two of his very cap-
able performers • Miss Mimi Drewery, fea-
ture female skating soloist and Mr. Jay
Greene, juggler extraordinaire, on ice. He
produced a great weekend of ice showman-
ship.

The unique "iceless" ice show "Icetrava-
ganza" came to Winnipeg's St Vital Shop-
ping Center. Here Jarda produced three 20
to 30 minute shows daily - his usual for
malls, fairs and parks. TV, radio and news-
paper advertisements gave wide coverage to
promote the mall appearance.

Jarda left here with many more friends
than when he came. They, the friends, both
young and old alike - the older one remem-
bering by-gone days and routines of yester-
year, the youngsters and hopefuls bent on
being the new king or queen of the blades
tomorrow. Jarda, Mimi and Jay took the
time and made themselves available for
photos and autographs. This little piece of
appreciativeness is hard to come by in this
day and age.

If you've never seen an artificial or plastic
skating surf ace, it resembles a giant floor-
size jigsaw puzzle. Each piece is plastic and
is approximately 18 in. square and an inch
or so thick. By interlocking the pieces to-
gether it is possible to enlarge, reduce or al-
ter the iceless surface to various sizes or
configurations. The basic floor requirements
are 20 ft. x 24 ft. or larger. Skaters use nor-
mal figure skating gear, but Jarda informs
me the skate blades must be extremely
sharp!

Jorda's shows are totally self-contained
and portable, complete with stage, dressing
room (where necessary). Quality recorded
commentary and music accompany the
show and are highlighted by theatrical light-
ing. Standard electrical requirements are the
basic 110 volt plug-ins.

Stateside he travels in a custom van and
on his longer gigs he uses commercial air
flights.

His shows can be geared for children, ad-
ult or all the family member audiences. Hav-
ing performed internationally for shopping
malls, school assembly programs, fairs var-

ious theme parks, auditoriums, concert halls
as well as night clubs, sport shows, industr-
ial promotions, cruise ships, circuses, TV or
stage revues, his flexibility is endless, as is
his hilarious skating routines.
Jarda Kubic is a new American. He arrived

from Europe a little over five years ago. He
loves this country and all facets of show
business. What makes him even nicer is
finding out and knowing that he is a real
circus entertainer and a genuine circus fan.

He looks forward to receiving his Circus
Report. He knows and recognizes many
performers mentioned, from his own trav-
els and his issues keep him informed of
where and when it is all happening. Keep
up the good work. Don Marcks.
Jorda is looking for bookings and can be

contacted direct: Mr. Jorda Kubic. 28071
New York Queens Village, New York. NY
11428 or thru any reputable agent, includ-
ing the Shilling Theatrical Productions, Box
758Shoreham. LI., NY 11786.

Holiday Show
BY EDITH JOHNSTON

Big John Strong's Eastern Christmas Unit
played to a full house for two performan-
ces at the Shrine Temple in Indianapolis,
Ind., on Dec. 13th.
The show personnel included: Bob 'Spit-

fendifferous" Owens, clowning; T. J. Hall,
unicycle/juggling; The Waltons. hand bal-
ancing/rola boa; Jack Davis, magic; Marsha
"Roulette Montbanc" Griep, trapeze; Gin-
ger & Aurora Borealis, acrobatics; Leo
"Roick Montbanc" Griep (formerly the
Swamii, MC and performance director.

Look for the big news from Biy John
Strong Productions in these pages. A hint
there will soon be a number of new units
on the road.

Miscellaneous
A six month old tiger, with cateracts on its

eyes had them removed by a veterinarian at
the University of Florida, after which the
cub was sent back to a wildlife farm near
York, Pa.
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The Texas Fair
byBOBSTODDAHD

The State Fair of Texas, Oct. 8 thru 24,
played to 2.9 million people in its 17 day
run. Beautiful weather was a big help this
year.

*̂  •'̂ ^ ^ •̂̂ •̂ •JJ

Tajana Luvas -

Barbara Woodcock was trampled by one
of her elephants on the night before the
fair opened and was hospitalized until the
day after it ended, with a punctured lung
(among other things).

Here are some of the things she missed:
Vic Hyde, the one man band was at the

fair again and said that he would be back
again for the Sports and Vacation Show in
March.
Johnny Peers, Gary Ray (Patches) and

Bobby Golden handled the clown chores
at the Dr. Pepper Circus this year.

We enjoyed our visit with Pat and Gwen
Davis on.

Cleo Plunkett celebrated his 50th anniver-
sary as a singing ringmaster.

Tavanna (Luvas) Lopez and Jackie Peers
had baby showers.

Herbie Weber was ill during the fair and
didn't walk the low wire at all. He did his
Great Huberto act most days and planned
to check himself into a hospital when the
fair ended. Something in the Dallas air
brings out his asthma. This was the wont
in the 15 years.
Joe Schmitt, Jr. called from Oakley, Kans.

to invite me and the circus fans to catch
their show (Ford Bros. • Gopher Daven-
port) when it plays Italy, Texas, (45 miles
south of Dallas) on Nov. 4th. Joe is the

producing ctown and says it's been a long
season in Canada and Alaska. More news
after I see him.

Dave "Skinhead" Lewis called from Mich
igan to make sure that I met Karrelt Fox,
a Farmington, Mich., magician, who was
working at the fair. When I found Kartell
it turned out that he has worked the big
Texas Fair for 18 years for Chevy Trucks.
I was also surprised that he used to do a
clown show as "Milky the Clown" for 15
years on WWJA Detroit, for a dairy.

Rick Gerber, the Magician was doing his
magic at the Budweiser Theatre in the
World Exhibits building and another ma-
gician was working daily at the Craft's Vil-
lage. I forgot his first name, but his last
name is Conn.

We came home from the fair and went to
Red Bird Mall where we caught Mark Wil-
son's Magic show.

The following two days (Sat. and Sun.)
my wife, "Honey the Clown" and I work-
ed the Dallas-Ft. Worth Medical Center
fund raiser in a big tent in Grand Prairie
where one of the acts was a magician nam-
ed Guy Davis. That's five magicians in two
days. All good too!

We left that show at 5 p.m. and went by
Trader's Village to see how their Oktober-
fest was going and to catch Helga Beck-
man's band. (She's my choice for the 'Queen
of Oom-pah-pah). We got there just in time
for her last number.

She said that my article about her, that
was in the Circus Report, is on the back of
her latest atbumn.

How about that?

Vic Hyde • One Man Band



Page 26 February 1,1983

East German Circuses
BY JACK NIBLETT

With a party of British Circus Fans, I re-
cently visited the German Democratic Re-
public, and during the course of three days
saw three of their outstanding circuses. Cir-
cuses in the G.O.R. are state-controlled, al-
though the original owners' names are re-
tained, but there are two smaller shows still
operated entirely by the family.

Our first call was at Zirkus Hein, one of
these family shows; a modest two-pole tent
with a well-kept stable and zoo, everything
in good order, making a pleasing continen-
tal circus picture.

Circus Hein's program opened with a mus-
ical welcome played by the show's 'combo',
then followed the Armando Troupe in a
Jockey act. Then appeared in quick succes-
sion, Rudiger Probst with liberty horses,
Two Arkus with revolving ladder. Miss Car-
ola with pigeons, Rosita, a 13 year old grand
daughter on the silver thread, exotic animals
by Christoph Sperlich, Fakir act with snakes
and crocodile. Dancing girls by members of
the company, Peter Sperlich with three
brown bears, Clown entree by Bebi and
Bambi.

After the interval, when patrons were in-
vited to visit the Zoo, the second half op-
ened with Helmut Weishest and a group of
lionesses, Rudiger Probst with liberty hor-
ses in different routines, Dieter and Abel,
perch act, Los Oglanas, jugglers and acro-
batics, Peter Sperlich with dogs and mon-
keys, Jenny and assistant in globe-walking
act. Die Weltons, equilibrists, Die Luniks,
aerial act, Don Alfredo Troupe as 'Gauch-
os from Mexico'. The show concluded with
a Grand Parade by the artists, with special
emphasis on Bebi and Bambi, who are well
known clowns in this area.
All-in-all a delightful, traditional circus

program. We were made very welcome by
the Director, Frau Adelheid Hein. a true
circus matriarch and a charming and hos-
pitable lady who entertained us with re-
freshments between the shows. She told
me that every artist, with the exception of
the ladder act, was a member of the family
Hein, and that this name was known and
respected all over the circus world.

Our next call was the Zirkus Busch, prob-
ably the largest show in the G.D.R., direc-

ted by Bernd Maxheimer who welcomed us
and invited us to inspect the fine zoo, be-
tween the shows. This was a fine big show
indeed, a four pole tent, surrounded by
masses of trucks and wagons, mostly made
of wood in traditional European circus fas-
hion; a scene to whet any circus fan's ap-
petite.

Star of the show was the amazing Ursula
Botcher, back in Europe after six triump-
hant years in the United States, and booked
for the Monte Carlo Festival in December,
unfortunately the Festival was cancelled
this year owing to the tragic death of Prin-
cess Grace, but it is confidently expected
that it will be resumed in 1983, when Ur-
sula and her giant polar bears should reign
supreme.

The imposing Busch program included the
Vulcanoes, acrobatic group; Gerhard Quai-
ser's exotic tableau; Quaiser's five elephants;
the Palomas, aerialists; the Artinas, free-
standing ladder; the Musketeers, riding act;
Hasso and Monika Meitin, liberty horse and
dog acts; Dory and Mario, adagio act; Two
Shultz, perch act; Clowns Jolly, Miko and
Pepe; Las Portas, equilibrists; The Eight
Morenos, aerial act; The Briggs, flying trap-
eze. There was a ten piece orchestra and
limiting and production were all first class.
When we arrived at Zirkus Berolina for a

Monday matinee we were informed that the
show was sold out for that performance as
was the evening show. However, when it
was found out just how far we had travel-
led in order to see the show. Director Hans
Bernsdorf sympathised with our plight and
we were squeezed in. No wonder the locals
were packing the tent, this was a terrific
show with production values to match the
London Stadium or Las Vegas.
The program had Gunter Doming and

Werner Had rich with liberty horses and
high school horses; Lady Ros, an act with
an elephant, a dog and a giraffe; Duo Bokai.
crocodiles and snakes; Otto's ponies and
monkeys; the Mendozas, trampoline; Ossie
and Man Sperlich, tiger act which included
acrobatics featuring the lady and the tigers;
Two Majaro, vertical rope act;the Meridians
slack wire act; The Athletics, comedy acro-
bats; the Arconas, springboard troupe; the
Glorias, flying trapeze; Duo Gemini, Polish
juggling act; the Percinis, perch act; Lucia

(Continued on Next Page)
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EILEEN VOISE (77) died at Sarasota, Fla.
on Jan. 13th, after a long illness. She was
bom on Dec. 6,1906. She was the wife of
Harold Voise and spent most of her life in
the circus world. She was an outstanding
aerialist and was a member of the Flying
Harolds, in which she and Harold perform-
ed for many years, traveling with Sells-
Floto, Ringling, Cole Bros., Polack Bros,
and various Shrine circuses. She also did the
flying for the movie "The Story of Three
Loves" which featured Kirk Douglas.
Survivors include her husband, Harold, a

daughter Arden, son-in-law Norbert Krist,
grand-daughter Noby Krist, of Sarasota,
a sister Rose Murphy of New York City
and a brother and sister in Holyoke, Mass.

EAST GERMAN CIRCUS (Continued)

and Assiatta, glass balancing act; clowns and
Beppo. and one or two additional acts from
the Soviet State circus, whose names I did
not catch. One had domestic cows in the
act!

These three shows were all good tradition-
al circuses, although in most cases new and
original twists were introduced to familar
routines, making watching compulsary. You
never really knew just what you were going
to see next!

Lighting, music and production was invar-
iably first class, and finally admission prices
were very low, making them most remark-
able entertainment bargains.

Business was terrific • Busch had three Sun
day shows with their 2,400 seater packed at
each performance.

fOR SALE
1972 - 35 ft. 5th wheel Coachman
Quinstar. Air. New auto, Awning,
A-1 condition. Great for show biz.

-$13.000-
Call: 813-953-6980

Sarasota, Florida

Show Features
The 40th annual Orak Shrine Temple Cir-

cus, presented at Hammond, Ind., Nov. 23-
28, was produced by the Garden Interna-
tional Circus Corp. The show was present-
ed in the Hammond Civic Center.

Featured in the show program were: Lee
Maloney, bandleader with eight musicians;
Eddie Schmitt, Bengal tigers (10); Garcias,
aerial cradle; Venturas, aerial cradle; Clown
Boxing number (4); Ari, rola bola/juggling;
Sir David, rola bola/jugojmg; Cousin "Sen
mo" Duke and his "General Lee" (clown
car); Color Book pitch by At Leonard; Kar-
la's dogs and pony; Miss Marki's doves;
Rietta. Playmate of the Planets, trapeze;
Souvenir Pitch by Al Leonard; Edwardo's
Gypsy Bears (4); Cuccillo, comedy tramp-
oline; Aerial ballet featuring Danuska on
Roman rings and trapeze; Sir Victor Jul-
ian's Little Stars presented by Leo Coffey;
Intermission.
The Flying Lar-Rays, flying act with Billy,

Jennifer, Christine and Larry; Princess Tan
ja's Jungle Fantasy, a gorilla parody; Oscars,
juggling; Rolling Oars (3), unicycle and jug-
gling; Vicki, Judy and Jenny, elephants pre-
sented by Cuccillo and Miss Sissy (The Car-
den International Circus Elephants); and
The Great Wallendas with Dave. Tricia, En-
rico and Rietta Wallenda.

Special Day
Hoxie Bros. Circus rolled out the red car-

pet for Tex and Marcy Maynard when the
show visited Ithaca, NY, last summer. John
Lewis and his staff showed Tex and Marcy
a great time and dedicated the performance
to them. On that same day Jessie and Char
tie Moyer held a party for the couple.

Tex, at the time, was recovering from a
stroke, suffered while he and Marcy were
performing at the Smithsonian Institute,
in Washington, DC. Tex is now able to
drive by himself and is feeling better.

Tex and Marcy are at home and would
enjoy hearing from friends. Write them at:
Glen Aubrey. NY 13777 (Box 113) or you
can phone them at: 607-862-3488.
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In the mail
• ROM STEVE GRAHAM

DIRECTOR OF ZOOLOGICAL PARKS

STATE OF MICHIGAN

I would like to reply to an article by Joa-
nne Joys in your 29 Nov. 1982 issue entit-
led "Tiger Comment." That article had se-
veral bits of misinformation and I would
appreciate your letting me fill you in on the
facts of our particular case.
The four tigers, who were initially under

injunction as a result of a lawsuit by a pri-
vate citizen and a humane organization,
have now had that injunction removed, and
the three who were judged by two veterin-
arians and a nutritionist to be in obvious
pain due to severe disabilities were human-
ely euthanatized. The fourth animal is be-
ing retained at our zoo and efforts are be-
ing made to keep her from coming in con-
tact with other tigers, several of which she
has attempted to kill in the past.

Interestingly, we have come across the en-
closed article from another circus publica-
tion (White Tops) about a 14-year-old Ben-
gal tiger that had to be put to sleep because
of serious disabilities. We agree with the
statement that "few Bengal tigers live past
15 years." The same holds true for Siber-
ians. Two of our euthanatized tigers were
16 and 17 years old and so had lived longer
than would normally be expected.

The crab-eating macaques sent to a res-
search facility were removed from the zoo
for humane reasons because the zoo for
many years had not had proper winter fa-
cilities for them and the animals were suf-
fering from frostbite, which I noticed upon
my arrival here in Feb. 1982. When zoos
around the country were approached to ac-
cept these monkeys, we teamed that no
homes could be found for them. Although
many animal dealers were interested, they
indicated that their only source for place-
ment would be research. So the zoo went
directly to the research community in or-
der to find that research which we felt
was most humane. The researcher to whom
we sent the monkeys provided a statement
in writing, that although the animals would
be killed, they would be under anesthesia
during the entire procedure and would feel
no pain. We were particularly concerned
about these primates because this is a spe-

cies which is regularly traded in commerce
from the wild, and conservation figures tell
us that for every one that reaches this coun-
try alive, 10 others have died on the way.
It was our feeling that by providing 21 cap-
tive-bom animals, we protected as many as
200 in the wild.

Your writer indicates that 30 Formosan
deer and several bison were "lost". I assure
you that they were not lost and that we
know where they went. The Formosan deer
went to a private breeder in the mid-west.
The bison were sent to a slaughterhouse, as
has long been the policy with surplus bison
in this country; they simply breed too well
for the space available for them. Even the
federal government sells for slaughter many
surplus bison from our national reserves.

The reference to genetic engineering is so
ludicrous and incorrect that it really does
not even warrant comment.
The question of the prepared frozen ground

diet for felines brings out an important
point First, it is my understanding that
most of the circuses in this country use the
same diet. Secondly, one of the ways that
we came to our evaluation of the poor
health of some of our tigers was in connec-
tion with a nutritional study with Michigan
State University, in which bones were intro-
duced into the diet to provide for the be-
havioral and nutritional needs of the ani-
mals.

Zoos are not all that any of us would like
them to be, but we as dedicated profession-
als here at the Detroit Zoo are trying to
make this zoo better and we feel that no
useful purpose is served by misinformation
such as is indicated in your writer's report.

I appreciate this opportunity to provide
the facts to your readers, in the hope that
they might have a better understanding of
oursituation.

GWEN and PAT DAVISON were featured
in a two page photo story report which ap-
peared in the Minneapolis, Minn., Star and
Tribune on Dec. 4th. The couple are well
known in the circus world for their juggling
and rola bola work.
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Clown/Circus Day
byBOBSTODDARD

The second annual Clown and Circus Day
Celebration was held at Trader's Village in
Grand Prairie, Texas, Oct. 16-17. The event
was beset with problems, but was success-
fully presented.
More than 600 clowns from Texas and be-

yond were invited to participate in the
clown contests and skit competitions spon-
sored by the Texas Mid-Cities Clown Alley
85. Seventy-one clowns accepted the invi-
tation.

On both days, activities started with a
Clown Parade at 12 noon that also includ-
ed 50 to 60 excited children with various
types of noisemakers. (To my knowledge
only one child became separated and lost
but was re-united with its parents shortly
afterward).

The circus was scheduled for 1 p.m. each
day, but the seats began to fill up before
noon with parents and family members of
the children who were in the parade.

By 11:3 5 the 380 seats were filled, the
grounds were covered with children and
people were standing, waiting, when our
nervous ringmaster, Gerald Burns, started
the Clown Come-in.
When I asked him why he started so early

he replied, "When I saw that the house was
full I was afraid that, given too long to
wait, they might get impatient and start
walking out I've never been faced with the
problem before."
Since we had plenty of clowns we surviv-

ed this too.
We used the same tactic when the circus

never ended but smoothly changed from
the ringmaster to the clown MC's and ran
the circus right into the clown contests and
competitions on Saturday, including the
presentations of awards at 5 p.m. which
meant six hours of continuous entertain-
ment during which the crowd kept chang-
ing, as people would leave but someone
who had been standing would take the
seat.

On Sunday, we simply tacked more than a
dozen clown skits onto the tail-end of the
circus for 3% hours of entertainment which
ended with many more standees than em-
pty seats.

It was a nice day and a free show so the
sidewalls were all rolled up.

Ringmaster Gerald Burns operated the
circus with Robert Kuras "Anti-Gravity
Jugglers."

I introduced Prof. Gerald Burns who pre-
sented three of his illusions and he intro-
duced Dan "Meems" Young and his clown
juggling group.

Allison Dobson presented a fast-moving
acrobatic act, followed by the clowns
again.

The show-stopper was the five acts pre-
sented by the Aero-Naughts (under Vic
Varrischio) whose recent appearance at the
World's Fair (in the U. S. pavillion for three
days) and their appearance on P. M. Maga-
zine have made them a stand-out attraction
from this area. They were picked as one of
twenty groups to tour throughout the U.S.
this summer and the only group to repre-
sent Texas. We found out why they were
selected to receive these honors when they
performed on our show.

After another clown act. Kern Wright's
acrobatic dance was another show-stopper.
The "gutest" part of the day was a 3-month
old baby lion from the Int'l Wildlife Park.

The biggest disappointment (one of sev-
eral) was when Bucky Steele called at 7 a.m.
on Saturday to tell me that the trailer turn-
ed over with a load of cattle and was wrec-
ked. He was trying to find another suitable
one.
That left Bucky without the elephant ride

and worse yet, it left me without the final
act which was to have been Joddle Cragmile
presenting (Churchill) the elephant in Buc-
ky's ring (which we had borrowed).

Our worst problem, both days, was keep-
ing a space open between the ring and the
back yard for performers to go in and out.

Ringling, it wasn't. Carson & Barnes,
American Continental, Ford Bros, or Dr.
Pepper Circus, it wasn't either - but it was
entertainment and it was all free.

Everyone did well and it's not possible to
mention all of the people who should be
singled out for helping this to become a
great week-end for the participants, as well
as the people who came to be entertained.

A special "thanks" to Gerald Bums for
"above and beyond."

(Continued on Next Paoe)
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Holiday Hippodrome
by LOGAN PRITCHETT

Bill Garden's Holiday Hippodrome show
is annother winner for 1982, as seen recent-
ly in Arkansas, coming out of Kansas and
Wyoming.

Floyd "Brad" Bradbury is the backbone
of this show, as he has been on the Cardan
stage circuses for many years. Brad ts an-
nouncer, illusionist, organist, pitchman par
exceltance and all-around great general man-
ager.

The Roberts (Lange family) opened with
various juggling feats that got the show off
to a good start, highlighted by the older
(just turned 19) daughter, who really spar-
kles on stage.
Bradbury the illusionist was next, assisted

by two very attractive girls. He presented
20th Century silks, girt production from a
most unusual crystal rose box. balloon to
two doves, dove pan, then dove vanish in
take-apart box, with sucker ending, Miser's
dream, electric sawing (using a bewildered
boy from audience) and a new illusion,
Cleopatra's Needle, which goes a step fur-
ther than a Zig Zag, when the box splits
into two equal parts, down the middle. The
gorgeous blonde was a knock-out in her
costume, getting in and out of the Egyptian
box. All three in the act were well-costum-
ed.

The Aero-Pups of Claude Arwood were
well trained and fun to watch. Arwood, a
veteran performer, knows how to enter-
tain a crowd, highlighted by a one-arm
stand on the head of a small poodle, but
the dog moved to reveal a hidden bar be-
hind, which got a good laugh response.

Hanzini's (Hans Klose) sword balancing
act was a thriller, with Brad's balloon act
closing the first half. Using four punks he
has a balloon-blowing contest, with all get-
ting rewarded with the animals he fashions.
From here it was right into a finely-honed
balloon pitch.

Lemonade, pop corn and floss, plus targe
circus balloons, were offered at intermis-
sion.

Janie (Klose) the foot juggler opened the
second half, with an impressive array of
juggling stunts, assisted by her father.

Christena Oler, who worked on a free-

standing rigging with a single trapeze, looks
great in the air. An attractive, petite brun-
ette, Chris proved to be a real crowd plea-
se r.

The Lange Family (6) teeterboard turn is
a standard circus act. but the four kids and
mom and pop know how to make the old
tricks look great. All of them, especially
the youngsters, seemed to enjoy their mar-
velous accomplishments off the teeterboard.
Well-tailored costumes added the rijfit
touch.

A Gorilla Parody with Hans Klose as the
ape, and daughter, Jane, as the trainer, was
a great show-stopper. Klose's gorilla is a
well-defined caricature, but Jane's whip
cracking trainer added just the right touch.
Jane looks great on stage, and with a little
maturity, will be a beauty. The African
props were well chosen.

Show runs an hour and a half, which is
just right, and is loaded in a half hour,
thanks to a well organized machine, with
everyone helping with the Chinese.

Phil Oler adds much to the show with his
precise drumming and assisted his wife,
Chris in her single trap act. He's a chip off
the old block, Florene.

Charlie Roark, veteran circus man, and
Logan Pritchett, the magic ringmaster,
were well treated guests at the show in
Little Rock.

ADAM FLEISCHER, editor of Magic Man-
uscript, recently visited DOUG ANDERSON
who recently completed his last illusion pro-
gram at Marriott's Great America in Santa
Clara, Calif. Adam plans to bring his New
York Magic Symposium to San Francisco in
1984, It will run one week in New York and
the next in San Francisco, in August.

CLOWN/CIRCUS DAY (Continued)

All acts were well received with enthusias-
tic and generous applause.

Trader's Village management says that the
44,000 attendence for the weekend would
probably have been 40,000 without the
promotion - so •

Everybody's happy!
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by JESSE AMONETT

Ernest Haag while still a small boy ran
away from his home in Plymouth, Ind.,
Hopping a freight train, he made his way
through some of the largest cities in the
eastern part of the country working as a
bootblack and selling newspapers. Later,
making his way to the deep south he found
himself in Shreveport, La.

He made his winterquarters in that town
for many years and later on wintered in
Marianna, Fla. Ernest Haag's first venture
into show business was on a small boat he
bought in Shreveport for $20.00 and two
or three performers, started down the Red
River, stopping at small settlements along
the way. He later branched out with two
or three farm wagons, pulled by mules, and
travelled overland throughout the south.
This was in the 1890's, he continued to
build his show until he had one of the
largest wagon shows • M. L. Clark and his
Haag Bros.

He toured for over 40 yrs. First as a wa-
gon show under the title Haag's Mighty
and in later years as a motorized show for
six seasons. He travelled on rails from 1909
to 1914 and about the time the show start-
ed out on rails the title was changed to the
Mighty Haag.

The following is a newspaper article no-
tice that Ernest Haag sent out from his
hometown of Shreveport, La, Early in
1909, accompanied by a dollar bill and a
special press courtesy ticket. He sent them
to the newspapers on his route and in the
towns that he would play.

"For 15 years I have paid you annual vis-
its and learned to know your faces and al-
ways looked forward to exhibiting in your
town. For 15 years I have come to you by
wagon each year, a$h year enlarging until
the show has become too large to travel by
wagons and this year it will be on my own
special train of cars.
"All these years I have kept the faith with

you and when I say this year we are five
times greater than ever, I shall still keep my
word. Every feature this year is new and we
have many of them never exhibited by any
show.

"Hope that you will continue to give me

Show Acts
The Al Koran Temple Shrine Circus at Par-

ma, Ohio (June 25-27) was produced by Sam
T. Polack, with Irv Ouchon serving as execu-
tive director. The show's musical director
was Wm. 'Boom Boom' Browning, while the
announcer/ringmaster was Al Dawley.

Acts listed on the program were: Wiren •
gard, breakaway sway pole; Wayne Regan,
wild animals; Frank and Estreleta, hanging
perch; The Davids, cradle; Ethel's Leaping
Greyhounds; The Rodriguez, rolling globes;
The Kents. acrobatic act; The Rodriguez's
flying act; Ethel's Ladder; Francarro, foot
juggling; Droguettes, ladder; King Arthur,
high wire; The Claytons, whips and ropes;
Miss Rebecca, single trapeze; Jo-Ann Jen
nier, single trapeze; Horvath's chimps; The
Diano elephants; The Droguettes, juggling;
Captain Circus, cannon act.

One unit of the Hubert Castle Circus open-
ed at Flint, Mich., on Jan. 16th, while the
other unit opened at Grand Rapids, Mich, on
Jan. 19th.

The Hamid-Morton Circus opened its sea-
son at Roanoke, Va. on Jan. 28th.

The Sun Coast Gondolier (newspaper)
which serves Osprey, Laurel, Nokomis, No.
Port, Venice and Englewood, Fla., had a
special "Circus in Town" edition on Dec.
29th. The special edition included many
drawings, photos and stories about the Ring
ting shows and their acts.

hearty cooperation as in the past.
"I beg to remain, yours truely,
Ernest Haag,
Mighty Haag Railroad Show.
After going off the rails and as better roads

were built he started to use trucks to move
his show.

Ernest Haag died. Feb. 1,1935 and his wi-
dow kept the show going for a few more
years, closing it in 1938. His son, Harry did
keep the elephants, eventually selling Judy
the last elephant to a buyer in South Amer-
ica.


