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New Show Ready For Opening Date

We're going to have a good circus, with no reserved seats ang
no side show, says Charles Seldman es he taslked about his new cir=-
cus, which will debut lete this month. The show == Continental 3-
Ring Circus =-- will play Florida dates, then heads north along the
Atimntic coest and into the mid-westarn ares, with all dates being
sponsored by a variety of orgenizations,

Seldman {s operating the circus in partnership with Ben
Yearty, both of whom have extensive backgrounds in the circus bus-
iness and promotional activities. Seldman hes been handling booking

arranqements, whils Yearty is national promotional manager.

Opening date for the circuse
is April 23«24 at Fort Lauder=-
dele, Flea., where they will plsy
at the Outdoor Stedium, For out=-
deoor dates the circus will use e
120 ft. canvas backdrop. The big
show program will feature some
272 numbers.

Included among the name
people signed to tour with the
show are:

Bucky Steele - elephants, hor=-
ses, cats, dogs
The Oscerians « risley
The Aztecas - flyinj act
(Continued on Page 2)

Pt o e e
Animal Regulation
wild animal acts may face

wnew restrictions under the Ene-
denqered Species Act of 1973,
which went into effect on Dec.
28, 1973, That law makes it =
violation to transport spotted
cats across state lines or na-
tional boundries "for commercial
purposes” without & permit. The
list of animals includes tio~rs,
leopards, cheetahs, jaguears ang
even Orangutans. Penaltiss <culd
run as high as $5,000 anc

| (Continued on Peqge 7
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Opening Is Set |
A naw Cirl Revus, called
"Sendy 0'Hare Presents « "The
Best of Burlesque™ will open on
the ACA=Link Shows on May 27th,
The show is baing
produced by Deve Han
son, end will fea=
ture his wife,Sandy.

Lest year Mjiss
O'Hara was featured
at the Follies
Thestre in New York,
then played the Sou-
th Carolina State fair and tours
a6 with Ann Corio's show "This
was Burlesqgue."” She is current=-
ly appearing at The Cabaret in
Las Vegas,

Other acts signed to appear
with the show include: Covina
Yansell, co-feature; Bob and Nik
ki, magic and comedy. Tony Grent
will provide the chorus line and
2711 Thompson will be the out=

The Lircus Hepor;
ANIMAL REGULATION (Continued)

$10,000, with provisions for the
seizure of animals,

One official with the Law
Enforcement Division, Bureau of
Conservation & Wild Life, says
the taking of any such animals
across state or national lines
is 2 violation of the law,.

In the meantime another of=-
ficial has indicatad the depsrt-
ment would be of the opinion
that the law does not spply to
treveling circus acts. However,
he has suggested that people who
have such animals epply for a
permit. For epplications write:
Director, Bureau of Sports Fish=-
eries & Wildlife, U.S. Dept. of
Interior, Washington, DC.-

The Bureau is just now get=:
ting gesred for enforcement of
the nsw act. They are accepting
letters of applicetion for per=-
mits and seek information on the

- 1.“talker.

| routing of the animals, and will
issue permits "to cover s period
of time.®

«OV/ AVAILABLE
1ties for boarding hoof stock

_sarlie Allen, P, 0. Box 91,
Pixley, Calif., = 93256.

Phonetr (209) 757-35M1

Cr

NEW SHOW READY (Continued)

The Coninas = high wire
Alice Moon = rocket ship
The Fernandos = flying act
Sumano Troupe - riding act
Roserio = The Golden Girl
Bob Hocum = cloud swing
Magedsline & Polly - seriel
Manuel Ramos - mgr/director
Ronnie Bessetts - mansger
Count Nicholss = ringmester

THE CIRCUS REPORT is published
each week by Don Marcks, 525
Dak st.; El c.r:ito. Cllu 9‘530.

Subscription rates: $5.00 for
six months, $10.00 per year.for
Air Mail service add an extrs
$2.00. Overseas rates on request,
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The Mattel Suit

Thet suit filed ageinst Mattel, Inc. (see Circus Report for
March 18) charges the compeny violsted the securities lawe freud in
its tekeover of the Ringling=-Barnum Circus, The suit, filed by three
former circus stockholders from Texas, contends thet Mattel and six
of its officers made untrue statements in connection with the marger.
Also nemed in the suit is Arthur Anderson & Co., the New York-based

Pege 3

sccounting firm which held the Mattel sccount.

The stockholders contend
that Mattel and its officers mie
represented the value of Mattel
stock DYecsasns

Overstating Mattel's net
assets, pest earnings, current
earnings and prospects, snd con-
cealing actusl losses.

Recording as accounts re-
ceivable amounts thet were not
dus and owing or were known to
be uncollectible.

Failing to reflect the re~
duced velue of investments in
subsidiaries when the value of
such investments had been sub-
stantially reduced.

In enother suit it was saic
that Mettel feiled to disclose,
in its proxy statement to circus
stockholders, that it had com=
mittments with toy retailers to
take back damaged and unsold
goods after the Christmes ses-
son.

The RinglingeBarnum Circus
went public e yeer before it was
,80ld to Mattel. Recently Mattel,
who has been reported to be in =&
cesh bind, had an sgresment to
sell the circus to Gulf 04l Corp

Hannefords: ....

STRONG SHOW

We certainly received the
"red cerpet® treatment when we
visited the Hannaford Circus =t
Madisonville, Ky. on March 14,
In the performance Tommy Hanne-
ford introduced us and had us
stand up for & bow.

This is a beautiful show,
with lavish costumes and an out-
stending performance. The Kaye
Park Trio (drums, trumpet and
orgen) did s marvelous job end,
of course, the Henneford Riding
Act is still an outstanding
feature. Incidentally, clowns
on the show include: Hugo Mar-
quardt, Doug Ashton, John FMurry
and Tom Bishop.

The circus had tried to
book Sikeston, Mo. sbout Mer, 11
but was unable to get in since
the building was fully booked
thet week with an indoor track
meet, The circus definitely will
be pleying here next yesr,
e s o Earl Allen

[

t Gulf hes since delayed a de=
cision on the purchase.
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Sawdust Trail

"Frosty" Little, producing
clown on RBBB's Red Unit, has 27
clowns in his contingent this
year. He m»lso serves as asssis-
tant to Bob Dover, performance
director. fFrosty's business card
has the natation "Boss Clown"
instead of producing clown.

Circus Vargas plsyed to a
big crowd of children for its
first show at Shreveport, La. or
Mar, 16th. Several CFA members
were also on hand to sees the
show at this town,

Dr. wWilliam Hooper, = CFA
reg:ional director, visited the
Cerson & Barnes Circus at its
opening date (Mar., 22-24) at
Austin, Texas,

A Floride nawspaper states
that Gulf 0il Corp. is still in-
terested in buying the Ringlinge
Barnum Circus.

Farrows Amussmants have
played Monroe, Le., twice in less

than 3 oks,
- esse M, L. Dupont

finale

JImMY O'CONNER, passed away in
sarly March, He had trouped on
the old Corporation shows out of
Peru, Ind., then toured with
RBBB, Cole Bros. etc. In 1937
he had the commissery wagon on
Cole Bros. for the past several
year he had worked for the Penn
Railroad.

REPLACEMENT Named

A slight change in the pro=-
grem line-up for Yale's Buckeye
Circus was announced late last
month. The show's full program
appeared in the March 18th {s-
sus of Circus Report.

When Dianne Wilson arrived
at Medors, Ind.,, enroute from

‘Texas, she found one of her

seals had died and the other

was seriously ill, Despite = twe
hour attempt to keep the eiling
tseal alive it finslly pessed
away.

Diannae ie still presenting
her bird act in the show, but
her sesl act has been replaced

with Henry Sprister's chimp,

COMING i

Deve Davis will report on
the National Circus of Egy-
pt = sn interesting and
unusual show you'll enjoy
reading about.

I.A'I'E NEWS

Directors of Gulf 0il Corp.,
have voted against buying the
Ringling=Bsrnum Circus,

Circus Varges plans to have
e side show with its circue at
the upcoming Los Angeles date.

GeorgesMatthews Circus order-
ad & new big top for the coming
year,
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strong Advance

‘Talent

Acts sppesring in the show
program at the Orlendo Central
floride Expos{tion (March 4-9)
included:~

Bauer=Hall seven swaypole sct
Henri LaMothe = belly=flop diver
Miss Elizabeth = breskaway trap.
Miss Lisa - trapeze

Hixos Duo = balencing ladder
inyal Ascotts -~ unrideable mule
soldfinger - one finger stand
tuegene & Aurelis - tight wire
Alfredo - Amazing Canines

Medro Troupe - acrobats

Last month both Circus A-

| merica and RBBB set-up publici=-

features to advertise their re=-
spective circus performances in
Washington, DC. Show stars were

| telking and performing before

civic groups, promoters were of-
fering merchants speciasl ticket
deals and acts performed for

| ths public and press.

The biggest contingent of
circus stars were brought in by
RBBB., Despits this, the Washing-
ton Post seid, Circus America

. cama put shead with their spec-

Show acts appearing st the
Sarasota County (Fle.) Fair dur-
ing Merch 18-23 werei

Billy Thundercloud and the
Chieftones

Scott's unrideable mule

Mises Lisa - trapeze.

A CLOWN Guest
4 1973 grsduate of the Rimg
.inq Clown College, Miss Donns

Le Vecchio, was 8 guest at the
March 17th mesting of the Felix

ial serial presentation,

While RBBB clowns werse
visiting government officials or
Capitol Hill, Picaso was juggl~
ing at an Advertising Club lunck
eon, where Irvin Feld was the
special guest.

Meanwhile, Circus Amer-
ica had one of its feature acts
== The Albarracine Duo =-- per=
forming their number while sus-
pended in the air by a construc-
tion creane,

—

Adler CFA Tent, which was held
at the home of Tiny and Hazel
C illips.

Miss La Vecchio talked to
trhe group about her experiences

FOR SALE +..+ 90 circus books st
just $95,00. Send 25¢ for list,
Jay Besrdsley, 122 No. Bassett
St., 'Bdi.ﬂﬂ. Wisc. = 53703

while attending the college. Af-
terwards she conducted a ques-
tion and answer period.

Following an intermission
for refreshments, the group en=-
joved the Schlitz movis "The 40

Horse Hitch on Parade".

Some 21 mambers of the teni
indicated they would be attend-
ing the opening performance of
Ringling-Barnum at Madison
Squere Garden.
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SHOW PROGRAM

The program as snnounced
for Circus America, at Washing=-
ton, DC on April 3-=21 will be
featuring:

Blinko end Meran - & pre-pro-
gram Balloon-a-Rame number

Circus Oversture with Jack
Cervone and Psychedelic lights

Elizabeth (breakawasy), Aileer
(loop), Dolly (trapeze), Beth
(loop), Lora (trapeze), Liza

Many Hurt

Nine persons (eight of
them police) were injured when
a rock throwing melee broke out
at & carnival at Pompanc Beech,
Fla. on March 24th,

The disturbeance erupted
a8 police sttempted to escort
two men from the cernival. Some
five hours later the fighting,
which involved sbout 1,000 per=
sons, wes brought under control,

(trepeze), Carrsll (loop), Don=
na (trepeze), Trudy (loop) and
Sendee (trapeze)

Tarzen Zerbini and his wild
lions and tigers

The Pharoshs (merisl cradle),
The Riskos (merisl ladder) and
The Albarracines (trepeze)

Jane, presents a horseback
riding tiger

The Sensationel Leighs and
Johnny Luxem = giant wheels

Emmatt Kelly = clown prince

King's llamas, Anderson's al-
bino stallions, Josnne's white
horses, Craiq's llamas and wWil=
liam's mixed animels

The Clowns walkaround, feat=
uring Al's Lemon-zine (com. car)

The Aguilars (perch), Keppo
Sisters (globes), The Carlas
(cycles), mr, Bell (balancing),
Feller Boys & Dodo (tight wire)

Disney's Tinkerbell in a
slide for life

Victor Julisnand his dogs

Aerial bellet with 32 girls
and featuring The Grest Arturo

Antonucci's chimps, Salvadori

seals, Welde's bears, Uncle Mea-
vy's Pork Chop Revue, Niccolini
Family's chimps

The Great Wallendes, featur=
ing Karl Wallenda

Clowns = The Fire House

The Quassars end Mmle. Jac=
queline (rocket ship), and The
Ssturnaires (flying saucer)

== Intermission ==

The Flying Americens - double
trapeze with troupe of eight

Clowns = Painters in the Park

Nicklos Bros., fFriel Trio,
Bounding Jeays, Abbott Trio = on
trampoline, plus Walters Family
and 9 yr. old Wendy.

Norbu, almost human gorills

Gena Mendez = high wire .

(Special Added Attraction)

Circus Americe elephants = a
group of 16 in five rings

The Nerveless Nocks and fear-
less Bauers = swaypoles

Edmondo Zacchini's double Hu-
man Rocket Cannon

Selute to the Sters end Stri-
pes - entire company, etc.

The Exit March = Au Revoirl
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Show Quartéi‘é:

--- Now A Ghost Area

by

The sad ghost of & circus winterquarters hesunts sn srea just

nortn of Sarasota. Fla.

Sub=tropical pleant growth is fast reclaiming the former winter-

quarters of Circus Bartok. Vines

curl around huge vens, from which

wheels snd other salvagable perts have been removed.

"Doc" beartok's European=
styla show, with {ts flashy
round top, had ite last local
performance at its quarters in

late March 1972, It returned for

the final time in mid-summer of
that year. Once the circus was

the subject of a2 national tele~-
vision documentary celled "Mud

Show."

«’E.l"
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Cirrus Rartok |
AMERICA S LARGEST I
CIRCUS - IN - THE - ROUND J

Remnants of its former
days now include the huge elep-
nant van (No. 51) on its side,

soms broken cesges, several semis

all minus wheels, and & burned-
out office wagon. The paint is
peeling, but the "Circus Bartok"
.lettering is still prominent.

A torn striped marquee
liess in a canvas mound, poles
used by serialists still stend,

e lerge cement floor of a plan~

ned bull barn is overgrown by
scrub palmettos and weeds,

Wilson

=

Once "Doc" end family had
planned & large sres as a tour=-
iet attrection: animals, 2 smsall
| leke with slligators and water
fowl, performances in san outdoor
ring, and s perking area with
hookups for trailers.

The big top wes set up in
mid-winter for reheerssls. Now
s faded "Parking™ sign marks a
weed filled field adjacent to
the former big top locatione.
Palm trees once sheltered the
five lerge bulls end two bebies
during the days., The trees sre
still there, so too are the rot-
ting csges that once housed
bears, monkeys and exotic birds.
Trained ponies, goats and a
llama once roamed s nearby weed
filled field.

Having known the Bartok
 femily and its hopes of long-
time success, an observer is
ssddened by a walk through the
gilent srea which once was so
alive.

Nostalgie, yes, a lot of
it. Memorjies, of course, but
overall the quietnese in the hot
floride sun, whers once were the
cheerfuyl sounds of a circus mak=
. ing ready to move out for "mey=-
be our best tour yet."
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by
"Westy" westervelt
and Psul Van Pool

The Sells & Gray Circus is
certainly ones of the nicest cir-
cuses on the road. The peopls on
the show make the visitor fael
at home and even go out of their
way to welcome you on the lot.

They have a three pisce band 1
that backs the show very well. |
Dick Stewart is
the show's announ=-
cer and plays the
organ, while Ramon ™}
Escorcia plays the
trumpet and Cuile -
Auysting is the
drummar .,

The show will
be playing a tour
of Florida citias

notes

Sells & Grey Circus is us-
ing the seme big top they had
lest yeer,

The Royal Lipizzen Stalliep
Show is booked into the Oakland
(Celif.) Coliseum for three deye
in ﬂuqult.

A Zacchini cannon act will
open the baseball season on Apr.
6th at Philadelphia, then that
team plays the New York Mets,

Ringling=Barnum will be at
the Oskland (Calif.) Coliseum
Aug. 21=27, an extra day this
year.

Elephant acts appearing on
Circus America this month will
include: walt King, Jacob's ele-
phents, Oscar Cristiani and Rex

Williams,

EAUEA LA\ LR A \UEA\UFA

N\

before heading up
north for what is
hoped will be ® long and succese
ful seeson. Laet ysar they en-
countered some weather problems
and were even hampered by some
floods,

ad N -
Escorcia

Featured in the 1974 progrem
srei=
Miss Williams - dogs and juaggl'g
Evy Karoly and Mark Hernandez =
dressage number
Evy Keroly and Edward Toole-dogs
Tina Storey = ladder, web, roly
boly, Jjuggling

Dena Novotny = high trapeze

Randy and Sylvis Hernandez =
the high perch

The Campe Family = unicycles

The Regalittos - musicel comedy

Hernandez Troupe = testerboard

The show's executive staff
included:~

Wilson Storey = general manager
HarryHammond = Office manager
Mr, & Mrs, Willjams - side show
Max Scheefer - concessions

Merle Bartee = Maintenance/trans
Red Maynard - canvas supt.

| vince Novotny = canvas boss
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Elephant In The Barn

On a quiet little farm, near Delton, Minn., an elephant
quietly munches hay in s heated bern and pays no sttention to the
neavy snowdrifte outside. She is "Alita™ star of the Schmidt Cir-
cus, which is headquartered in this tiny hamlet.

Esch summer the show takes
to the road, playing detes es
part of local fairs or civic
celebrations, at small touwuns in
Minnesota and the Dakotas, The
circus wes orgenized in the '30s
by "Ded"™ Schmidt and todey it i=
operated by his son-in-law Byron
Osander.

They tour from May-to-Sept.,
traveling on 13 trucke. Each of

the show's performances features
acrobats, dancers, baton twirl-
ar, dogs, ponies, musicians, a
ferris wheel and eight other
rides, plus, of course, Alits.
The performers sre young people |
of the area, who join the 0Osen- |
ders for the summer tours.

SILL SWAIN, advance sgent for

Dalloy Bros, Circus is booking
dates in Kansas and that area.

WALTER MATTHAU's (movie star)
brother MARVIN hes suditionsd for
RBBB'S Clown College. He wants to
quit the insurance business and
become & clown,

I]l]tBS

The book "Greet Fires of
nnarlca*, published by Country
Besutiful, hes a chapter called
"fire Under the Big Top", sbout

| the July 1944 RBBB fire st Hart-

The kids fump up and down
with happiness as we pull into

l
| ford, Conn. (severel pictures

are included in the chapter).

town, reports Mrs, Osander. Af=.

ter the show folks tell us how
wuch they sppreciate what we are
doing for their little town.

The Schmidt Circus is just
one of saveral small shows that
cen be found around the country,
pleying small towns, and slmost
unknown to the aversge circus
fan. They like everyons, are now
concerned about the ges problem
end wonder if they'll besable to
make their planned tour. Last

year tho;;_-oro times when thay
wers unable to get gas.

"what good is our business
if we can't move out of town,”
says Mrs. Osander. "Naturally
we're concerned. We've got a
tremendous investment here. It
is our whole life."

"We'll get out of the yard"
says Mr, Osender, "but I don't
know what'll hasppen from there
on."
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people

was featured
at the Orange

SENIDR ANTONIOD'
, Circus have pretty well solved

Show in San

and family are
with the Hoxie
Bros. Circul this year. They are
doing the riding act, trampoline
and unceqed leoperds,

ROBERT EARL, who is with the
Hanneford Circus, recently pur=
chased a new trailer.

ROGER MYCROFT (Rags, the
Clown) worked & balloon race
party at Pleasanton, (Cal. on
March 23rd.

FRANKIE SALUTO, clown, has
reportedly retired after touring,
for many years on RBBB.

TAD TOSKY sends his thanks '
to those who sent cards and let=-

Bernardino,Ce.

last month. i end makes smell overnight jumps

LUCIO CRISTIAN |

PLAY IT SAFE

Officials of Fisher Bros.

their fuel problems thus far.
The show is pleying towns awsy
from denssly populated areas

The circus consolidated
the loading of equipment and ss
e result is traveling on eight

| show=owned trucks this sesson,

They are using new canves this
yesr, reportedly the lest tents

. made by the now defunct U. S.

Tent & Awning Co. of Sesrasota.

Last year the circus wes
on the road for 43 weeks, pley-
ing in 258 cities in seven
states, Show owners B. K. and
Mel Silverleke are hoping that

| 1974 will be enother good year

with as long & season,

for full detzils about
the show's equipment, progrem
end personnel see Circus Report
for Feb. 11, 1974,

‘ters during his recent hospital«
ization. He and his wife abe
both back at home.

EARL ALLEN's Circus Room was
the subject of a TV speciel just
recently. Eerl lives in Sikeston
Mo,

ERNIE BURCH, clown, says he
will be » candidate for the Pre-
sidency. He plans to open his
campaign this month at Weshing-

ton, DC
LACY and LUCIA TOTH, who are'

with the Henneford Circus, have
three daughters, all in show
business; Diana is married to
John Hertzell, Doris is merried
to wally Nechtin and Susik is
married to Simon Aviles.

CATHERINE BLACKART works 6
tigers with the Boulione Circus

. and recently sppesred in Cirque

d'Hiver in Frence.

PAUL HUDSON is currently the
manager of the Henneford Circus.
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Bull Hurts Girl

Eerly last month & young
Americen girl wea injured by an
elephant while visiting a cirous
at Cuernavace, Mexico. Barberes
Gardinar (19) has been confined
to & locel hospital with multi=
ple fractures, the March 11th
news report read.

Miss GCardiner went up to
pat the elephant, that wes chain
ed outside ths tent. As shs dig
the animal grabbed her and tas=-
sed her into ths air snd she
ceme down on the hood of & near-
by car.

_—— e ———— e

HOPES FOR NEW SHOW

A new circus, featuring
young talent, {s expected to de
but in Pennsylvanis late this
vesr, First date for the propos
6d circus will be et Allentown,

The clircus, which will be
sponscred by the Lions Clubs of
Penne., will be serving s duo
purpese, sccording to executive
director Richard Polanki. He re:
ports there is some fFine new
telent available and that with
soma experience they may be able
to go into the circue worlo,
whild pdoceels Prom the circus
will be used to buy an Eyemobid®
for the L.'I.Il_ Club ectivities.

1Y .
{ The performance is expect=-
e *o feature jugglers, megic
and illusions, contortonists,
aarial numbers and hand balance
routines.



