


For better than ten years I have been
intrigued with the subject of this
publiocation, This ouriosity has
spurred my incessant search for inform-
ation from which an acourate conclu-
sion on the true history of these
interesting tableaus could be drawn,

I believe that most readers will appre-
clate that doocumentary evidemnce from
which to patch together a completse
story of these big parade wagons is ex-
cvedingly scarce. Ironically, the
early history of the only two which are
still in existence has proved to be the
most elusive. The conclusions drawn
for the Five Graces Bandwagon, now in
Sarasota, and the Lion and Mirror Band-
wagon, now owned by the Block and Euhl
Company of Peoria, Illinois, may not be
correct.

This article is based primarily on the
few photographs that are awvailable,
and the files of the New York Clipper.
I also have drawn to the fullest ex-
tent possible on my several conversations with both Jake Posey and Henry
Moeller, In addition, the material found in the Hertzberg Collection at
the San Antonio Library, the McCaddon Collection in the Princeton Uni-
versity Library, the Weidner Library of Harvard University, the New York
Publia Library's Theatra Collection, and the photographs from the Vie=-
toria and Albert Museum has been invaluable,

The success of a data-gathering effort of this magnitude is largely de-
pendent upon the cooperation one receives from his friends and acquaint-
ances, Aside from the photo credits given in the text, special thanks
are due to Tom Parkinson, William Woodcock, Alexander P, Clark, Arthur
Gunthner, and Charles P. Fox. The efforts of George Chindahl, who is
responsible for locating the Wisconsin Dells picture and identifying the
1472 Barnum lot photograph, have been a major contribution, To my
daughter Sally, vice-president in charge of the split infinitives, also
falls the chore of typing her own note of thanks,

Richard E. Conover
Route L, Xenia, Ohio
31 March 1956

Copies available from the author at one dollar each.

Copyrighted 1956 by Richard E.Conover



THE TELESCOPING TABLEAUS

Beginning in the middle 1860's and continuing until Alexander Grahsm
Bell's invention spelled the doom of such contrivances, several of the
prominent Ameriocan oirouses featured telescoping wagons in their parades,
Evidence exists that at least six, varying in helight between 15 and 30
feet, were put into servioce between 1865 and 1881, The first telephone
sxchanges began to appear in 1878; and by 1881 every state or territory
within the ocontinentel United States, except Oklahoma, had at least ona
sxchange. In face of this handicap, some of these wagons oontinued to
be used until the early nineties but usually were not extended to their
waximum height. However, none of the high ones appear to have been bullt
after 1%81, A later series, which were the well-¥mown Continental Floats
of the Barnum & Bailey 1903 parade, can be properly olassified as tele-
scopers; although their extended height was just over 13 feet,
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THE SETH B. HOWE GOLDEN HORSE BANDWAGON OF 1865 Bennett Studio
Photograph

The Golden Horse Bandwagon is the name usually assoclated with the first
telescoper of which there is any definite record. While it is undoubtedly
one of the wagons imported from England by Seth B, Howe, the only real
photograph of it that has come to notice was made in 1858 when it was in
Wisconsin Dells with the George F. Bailey Circus. The original negative
is the property of the Bennett Studios of that eity, and this studio is
atill operated by the descendants of the photographer who took the ploture.
A few of the buildings that appear in the background ars still thers. The
date and the name of the show have been adequately established from the
studio records, from route information on the Bailey show, and from an
account in the Clipper of June 13, 1868, This reference discusses in de-
tail an incident concerning a runsaway of a combination alephant and cemel
hitch whioh cocourred about a week previous to the Wiasconsin Dells stand
(then kmown as Kilbourne, Wisoonsin),















The Forepaugh St. George and the Dragon MoClintock Photograph

Previous to the Los Angeles date, the third stand of the 1878 season,
the Forepaugh newspaper advertising used this globe tableau out and in-
vited the public to inventory the parade, railroad cars, and elephants,
and to satlsfy themselves that everything was exactly as represented.

The generally favorable after-notice, which appeared in the April 3, 1878,
issue of the Los Angeles Evening Examiner, commented, in part, as follows

". « .The bandwagon in itself, most elaborate in design and finish,
is fairly eclipsed by the triumphal car, which, for massive elegance,
rules the world for circus display. . . ."

This establishes that there was one outstanding and mighty impressive
plece in the parade. I have also been able to examine a few other news-
papers for that season and the next. In drawing my later conclusions,

I have attached some eignificance to the faot that the use of the globe
cut was apparently discontinued later in the 1878 season and was not
used at all in 1879, even though the route covered an entirely different
part of the country.

Of more significance is the set of Forepaugh parade pictures made in
the early 1880's, of which two are shown above. One of these is the only
kmown photograph of the S5t, George and the Dragon when it was a tele-
scoper. Another in the set, which I have not reproduced, shows the Five
Graces in essentially its present form. A third, which is at the top of
the next page, is of a globe and lion group which, upon casual examina-
tion, would pass for the top off the Howe Globe Tableau., Note the make-
shift running gear. Also, note the second ploture on the next page of
this same globe and lion group with a new and more appropriate gear,
This second ploture and the one on page 10 of the top off the St, George
Tableau are part of a aet made at the Forepaugh Winterquarters, This



Forepaugh's Globe Tableau about 1882 McClintock Photograph

winterquarters set
was definitely made
in or before the
spring of 1889, be-
cause this globe
tableau was com-
pletely destroyed in
a wreck at Socarsboro,
Iowa, on Sept. 19, of
that year. (Refer-
enoe, Clipper, 28
Sep 1889) Based on
a less reliable ao-
count, which indi-
cates that the St,
George Tableau was
paraded with a ten-
horse hitch in 1888
and would therefore
still be a large
plece, it is entire-
ly possible that this
set of photographs
waes made during the
winter of 1888-18%9, Forepaugh's Globe Tableau about 1889
Princeton University Library Photograph

Careful examination
of the globe-lion group associated with the Forepaugh intereszts and the
group which comprised the topmount of the Howe Globe Tableau will reveal
a declded difference in the design of the chair and a slight difference



Tableau made from the top of the St. George and the Dragon
Prinoeton University Library Photograph

in the lions" manes., From this evidence and the timing of the photo-
graphe, it ocan bs concluded that there were two different globe-lion
groups. This faot serves to substantiate that the aforementioned 1878
Clipper news bit refers to the Five Graces and that this wagon wesz at
least intended to be a telescoper. On the basis of the proved intentions,
the omission of the out from the newspaper advertising in the latter part
of 1878, the account in the Los Angeles Evening Examiner, and some other
mighty thin evidence, I have concluded that the Five Graces was originally
a telescoper and that the elevating mechanism built by Fielding Brothers
was unsatisfaotory.

The first undocumented fragment steme from some conversations with the
late George Graf, the ackmowledged Dean of the Circus Model Builders.
About fifteen ysars ago wa wers dlscussing ona of hias models, which was
representative of a tableau of the Howe's Globe atyle. During the course
of the discussion, he mentioned that the elevating mechanisms of the
prototype was unsatisfactory and that the idea was soon abandoned. I
presume that he had acquired this information a generation before my time
from some reliable but now obascure source, This "rumor™ may have origi~
nated because of some trouble in the Forepaugh camp, since approximately
twenty years of operation of the Howe Globe Tebleau would not admit that
there was an extensive smount of mechanical trouble.

A more valid thread of evidence is Forepaugh's apparent shift away
from Fielding Brothers as a source of supply for his parade wagons. This
could possibly have been due to Eome dissatisfaction. Before 1878 several
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T STGEORGE mTEDRAGON.
PRODUCED AT THE ENORMOUS OUTLAY OF 70,000 POUNDS.
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Reproduction of an BEnglish Lithograph in the San Antonio Library

acocounts in the Clipper mention his dealings with that firm, while after
that date considerable emphasis was placed on the purchases made in Eng-
land, The first of these notices appeared in the issue for March &,
1879, which makes note of the importation of two tableau wagons. If such
ocourred, the identification of these two pleces has so far been unsuc-
cessful, One of them may have besn the double-deck box tableau, distin=-
gquishable by its four round mirrors on the lower deok, that later appeared
on the Ringling Show, When it was on the Forepaugh Show it had three
decks and was equipped with light, high, English-style wheels, Its em-
bellishments were meager, and the style and construction resembled what
might be oconsidered a "thrift" version of the Sanger wagons,

This purchasing trend, and the evidence that fixes the date of the
transfer of this wagon and the St, George Tableau to the Ringlings, gives
oredulousness to my theory that the St, George and the Dragon Tableau is
also of English origin, This latter vehiole is fairly well identified
for the first time in an 1881 Forepaugh herald when it was alleged to have
been new, No inference was made to it in any advertising medium or route
book before that date, Of course, the St, George legend is striotly
British; and sven Sanger offered to sell a wagon by that name in the
Clipper for February 17, 1883. The reproduced lithograph above is an-
other example which dates back to 1867,

The picture on page 10, made about 1888, verifies that Forepaugh aban-
doned the use of his telescoper before Barnum and Bailey discontinued
the use of the Howe wagons.

There are three items whioh appeared in the Clipper in the fall of
1890 that fix the date of the purchase of the St, George Tableau by the
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Ringlings. The earliest of these is alsc the best evidence that I can
offer to substantiate 1ts foreign origin. The first of the above Fore=
paugh advertisements appeared on November 22, 1890; the second, on the
2Tth of December, Examination of the fine print in the sale offerings
will reveal that the "2 Big Emglish Chariots, one suitable for band
wagon" appeared only in the first insertion. A news item from the De-
camber 20 1ssue, which related that John and Otto Ringling had visited
the Forepaugh Quarters in Philadelphia and had acquired several chariots,
accounte for the omission of these items from the second advertisement.

The assumption that these two wagons were the St. George and the
tiered box tableau with the four round mirrors checks fairly well with
Henry Moeller's recollections of the circumstances attending the arrival
and modification of this equipment in Baraboo. Henry, who is the only
surviving member of the firm that built many of the Ringling wagons, re-
members that the St, George arrived with the elesvating mechanism inoper-
ative. He also relates that the Ringlings then had Moeller Brothers
build the Lion and Mirror Bandwagon from the lower portion and mount
the St, George-and-the-Dragon figure on a new gear., In addition, he
agsociates the production of the Ringling double-deck box tableau from
the parts left over. Since it is not obvious where this much additional
material could have come from, and since this box tableau previously was
on the Forepaugh show, the probability that it arrived on the same ship-
ment with the St. George has confused Mosller's recollection of the
details,.

The story of the Lion and Mirror Bandwagon is well known and is also
outside of the scope of this article, The parade float made from the fig-
ure of St. George was used by the Ringlings at least through 1893. Beyond
that year the Ringling route books became too elegant to list factual in=-
formation; and, insofar as lknown, there have been no pictures turned up
showing it on that show. In 1913 the float was sold to J. H. Garrsett
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along with some other equipment when he
framed his short-lived Rice Bros. Cirocus,
After that folded, all trace of it has
been lost.

An interesting sidelight has been the
discovery of an 1863 advertizement for
Hostetter's Celebrated Stomach Bittere,
presumed to be a cure for ulcers in man
or beast. The cut which adorns the pitoh
for this worthy product evidently served
as the inspiration for the theme figure
of thies tableau.
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Memorial served as the models for the !’.‘.’t’i'nf’..'.-'.’.":'s'&'l:::.’:.l‘.'.:'.‘..?f‘.’.ﬂ'ir’"':.?:ﬂ
telescoping figures of the Barnum & dack Aad witia, Frovaced s mil by WOSTECEGR &
Bailey 1903 Continental Floats, This nu"x'-'grrnt ATOMACHL DITTERS,
memorial, ereocted in memory of Queen “mm‘“wnmu Fusbunty b

Victoria's husband, is loocated within the

grounds of the Victoria and Albert Museum

in South Kemsington, London., In 1862 funds were raised by publio sub=-
soription for this memorial, which was intended to be symbolic of the late
consort's efforts in the promotion of the Intermational Exhibition of
1851, The four corner figures were intended to represent the world-wide
influence of the British Empire, It is interesting to note that the four
original groups were the work of separate artists and that the present
staff of the museum was not aware that the reproductions for the parade
wagons had been made,

These wagons were part of an order of nine strictly parade pleces
placed with the Sebastian Wagon Company, The entire group, which includ-
ed the Twin Hemisphere Bandwagon, were highly impractical from an utility
standpoint; a few years after the show was sold to the Ringlings, Asia
and America were converted from parade floats to tableau baggage wagons,
Burope and Africa were eventually sorapped, except for the amall parade
float made from the top of Africa. This float iz now in the Ford Dear=-
born Museum,

From the measurements made on Asia, which still sits on sunburst wheels
in the Block and Kuhl Department Store's warehouse at Peoria, Illinois,
and the dimensions of the figures from the Africa, it was determined that
the heights of the telescopers were approximately 13 feet. Aoccording to
some of J. T. McCaddon's notes now in Princston ILibrary, they retractsd
to a height of 10 feet when lowered.

The latter-day history of the Asia and Amerioa is generally familiar,
That of the remainder of the group, including the disposition of moat of
the top figures, 1s strangely slusive.

* * * * * = * * ™
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The Barnum and Balley Continental Telescopers of 1903
Photographs from the MoCaddon Collection in Princeton University
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be unfortunate if thie effort should sver become an authority on the
subjeot.

In the nature of an appendix, the following information from Jake
Posey must be included, It seems that about 1876, when Jake was a boy,
his father took him to the Howe Quarters to ses the wagons that had been
imported from England, He remembers seeing a globe and an elephant tab-
lvau; hut as he recollected it in September, 1955, the piotures of the
Hewe wagons did not even remotely resemble the equipment that he visual=-
izes. Jake and I have had numerous discussions about this and related
subjeots, and I have found that his information ocould almost always be
substantiated with at least a thread of documentation., Therefore, I do
not take his recollections lightly; but I do confes=s that it does not
fit into my present analysis, It may be that the vehiole discussed in
the second paragraph on page six, or sven the Forepaugh globe-lion as-
sembly, has some relation with Posey's recollection.

I can supply, on order, the following
photographs at 50 cents each for

5 x 7 eize and 75 cents each for

& x 10 prints.

The 1872 Barnum Lot Scene

The Prince Albert Memorial Assembly

The six plotures credited to the
Princeton University Library

Im Grea.t Sﬁ‘eet Pieant, Orders oan normally be filled in less
Bt S B e i than two weeks., For all other photo=-
bt wherw Al witire risiens d Lvg i Lists it and wik
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THE MUBICAL CHARIOT OF MNE
THE REFOLVING TEMPLE OF THE MUK
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From 1873 Herald; sse second
paragraph, page 3,



-BANNUME STATSFROCEESS ACHOSS TER CONTINENT WITH EI SUTERN TRIFLE SBOW-MDSEUN, MSSASERT, CLLVAN AND NEFFONROMS

Reproduced by courtesy of Fox's "Circus Parades”
See fourth paragraph, page 3,

From 1881 Courier
See first paragraph,
page 3.
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