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James Robinson & Frank Pastor's Champion Circus
By C. Spencer Chambers

Early in November 1869, James
Robinson, the greatest of all bare-
back riders, was attending a vari-
ety performance at the Opera
House in the Bowery which was
jointly owned by Antonio Pastor,
commonly known to his thousands
of admirers as "Tony" and Sam
Sharply, the man who had made
famous the "Iron Clads" Minis-
trels.

"Tony" that evening informed
James Robinson that his brother,
Prank Pastor, the champion pad
rider, had not renewed his con-
tract with the French Circus for
the season of-1870. He suggested
that it would foe to the mutual ad-
vantage of the two great eques-
trians if they would enter into a
partnership to put a new circus on
the road bearing the name of
James Rclbinson and Frank Pas-
tor's Champion Circus, as each was
the acknowledged leader in his
respective line.

The suggestion was acted upon
at once and by January the plans
and details were worked out in
Philadelphia where Pastor was
personally caring for his ring
stock which was stabled near the
Old Arch Street Theatre.

This is the circus which seems
to have been sadly neglected by
circus historians and badly abus-
ed by those who recorded so little
about it—thus this detailed infor-
mation.

M. B. Leavitt in his "Fifty Years
of Theatrical Management" states
"James Robinson learned to ride
with the John Robinson Show." It
is regrettable that this error has
remained unchallenged down to
the present time, as great credit
should be given to the two people
who are entitled to the credit of
teaching and developing the great-
est rider of all time. At the age
of nine, young James, who was
apprenticed to John Gossin, a pop-
ular clown and his wife, an eques-
trian, who took a parental inter-
est in the well being and future
of their talented ward. To be ex-
act that was in 1844, and fifteen
years before he appeared under
the John Robinson management
with the Robinson and Lake Cir-
cus for the seasons of 1861 to 1863
inclusive. Shortly after these three

Frank Pastor
seasons he was closed by his own
request in order to fill a short
European contract where he was
acknowledged the foremost bare-
back rider by his admiring con-
te^'oraries.

Frank Pastor, his partner, was
one of the three Pastor brothers
from New York's East Side, each
of whom became famous in the
circus and theatrical world. These
bo"s served their apprenticeship
under the tutelage of John Nath-
ans, an owner and manager who
stood at the pinnacle of Circus-
dc-m. When Antonio, Billy and
Frank had completed their train-
ing under Uncle John they toured
Europe, playing in England, France
Germany, Spain and Portugal
which was an extraordinary post
graduate course from a standpoint
of fame and business. Their deb-
ut en this tour was made before
Her Majesty.the Queen in London
from whom they received a most
enthusiastic approbation.

This information is presented
Next Page, Please
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merely to show the background of
the partners and that the name
Champion Circus was earned and
deserved.

The first contract of the new
undertaking was signed by the
grotesque trick clown, Billy Burke,
who still lives in the person and
exceptional talent of his daughter,
Miss Billie Burke, one of Holly-
wood's most beloved actresses. A
courier of the show states "Billy
dare not be as funny as he can for
fear of the consequences on the
audience."

The next to sign was Jack Law-
ton, the old singing clown of whom
it wajs said never was with a sho>w
two successive seasons on account
of his temperament.

Sharp and Whitney, a team of
gymnasts and trapeze performers,
were on the show and if they lived
up to their billing they must have
been in a class by themselves.
"Their exercises would terrify the
stoutest heart to witness, did not
the ccnsumate ease with which
they perform them disarm the ex-
hibition of terror." So states a
courier which, had the magic touch
of an able press agent's pen.

There is no denying that the
Champion Circus was top-heavy
with equestrian acts. William
Munroe, the Four Horse rider
opened the shew taking the place
of the present day "Spec" and
showed remarkable skill by "dash-
ing around the circle on four
matched and spirited grays—now
tandem, now in pairs and now
abreast—reining them in or giv-
ing them their utmost speed at
pleasure." Placing this act in the
opening spot was good showman-
ship as evidenced by the build up
of the entire program which closed
with Phil .Sheridan, the esquestrian
dog leaiping banners, barriers and
through balloons while the horse
was going at its utmost speed.
Truly a miraccle on horseback.

There was only one lady per-
former on the show. She was
M'lle Jeanette Armstrong, an
equestrian who possessed all the
attractions of form features and
youth in addition to an intrepidity
that was astounding and a grace
that was marvelous. This young
lady was the highest salaried ar-
tist on the show and received top
billing to the exclusion of the
champions which seems inexpli-
cable to the present day proprie-
tors.

Another name .made its aippear-
ance on the program for the first
time ha any circus. Clarence Rob-
inson, the son of James, made his
debut at the same age as that of
his father when he was apprentic-
ed to John G-ossin. But young
Robinson was at this time doing a
phenomenal bare-back act on a
Deny much to the satisfaction of
bis father who had given a great
Quantity of time and attention in
the development of his son's tal-
ent.

The proprietors prided them-
selves that they had brought an
idea from Europe which was quite
a sensation. The Champion Circus
was the first American show to
use a balloon ascension as an out-
door attraction. Prof. Paul Le-
Grand 'who has traveled farther
through the air than any other
living man" made an ascension
before each day's performance.
Amon<r the many beautiful pictor-
ial posters made by Messrs. Russell
Morgan and Company of 20 Col-
lege street, Cincinnati, Ohio, none
are more interesting than the
"City of Paris' balloon item at
which the present time only a few
are extant. The following year,
Stone and Murray's Circus adopt-
ed the idea and soon balloons be-
came a must for successful cir-
cuses during the next three de-
cades.

turn to page 9
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CIRCUS — WANT TO BUY — MAGIC I
Cash for Circus and Magic programs, posters, heralds, cour- |
iers, old prints, books (fact), letters, letter heads, photos, route |
becks, songsters, handbills, lithographs, etc. State all in first |
letter, giving dates, number, condition, price. Cash paid day |
iterns received. America's foremost dealer in Circus material. I

C. SPENCER CHAMBERS I
P. O. BOX 122 : SYRACUSE 1 : NEW YORK i
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SWAP SWAP

FOR TRADE—COINS, CAST IRON
penny banks, iron toys, flasks, an-
tique gun parts. Have hundreds of
good items to exchange. I want
milk glass, cased gun sets, figur-
ines, coins or what have you to
trade? L. D. Hurst, Box 374, Ga-
lena, Kansas. : 3tll
DOG COLLECTOR—SWAP YOUR
hobby for mine. Rebecca Arnold,
Manchester, Iowa. 3tl2
SEND ME YOUR PRECANCELS
(no NYC or Chicago) in exchange
for fine Foreign or U. S.^ mint and
used. Tom Lamberson, 1400 West
Main St., Richmond, Indiana.

ONE OF EACH, 08-10-12 $2.50 gold,
Indian Head Fine Condition, will
swap for Indian Head cents,, any
dates. Make offer. James Hors-
ley, 168-07-89th Ave., Jamaica 3,
N. Y. 3tl2
PRECANCELS. BUY-S E L L-EX-
change. M. Simon, 615 Field, De-
troit 14, Mich. 3t4

WILL TRADE 50 ENVELOPES
with your name and address print-
ed, for 20 mixed used United States
Commems and lOc. Verne Blau-
velt, Route 76, Box 77M, Tacoma,
Washington.

c\ mr̂ 5-:
*

irectoru
NEW & USED BOOKS, BACK CO-
pies magazines. Pat's Trading
Post 105 W. Main, Johnson City,
Term. c!2

ANTIQUES, CHINA AND GLASS-
ware. Emma Huffman, South Main
St., Camden, Ohio, on Federal
Route 127. 6
WANTED—THIMBLES OF GLASS,
copper, mosaic, rosewood, brass,
filagree and china. What dto you
have? Mrs. R. J. Ball, 1504 E. 62nd
St., Seattle 5, Wash.

HORSE HEAD HITCHING POSTS,
$15.00. Mary Engel, 3826 6th Ave.,
Des Moines, Iowa. 6tll
GLASS, CHINA, BUTTONS, CUR-
rier & Ives, Historical Items. Al-
most everything except furniture.
Mrs. Lou R. Pierce, Second St., one
street off U. S. 127, Camden,
Ohio. 6t3
CIGAR BANDS FOR COLLEC-
tors. 40c for 25 or $1 for 75c. Hob-
by Sales Co.. Box 88, Red Lion, Pa.
ANTIQUES—WHEN IN CAMDEN,
stop at Hattie Hibbins, S. Main St.,
Camden, Ohio. x6

J. ROBINSON & F. PASTOR
• from page 5

Ed Quinn's celebrated Orchestra
and Brass Band supplied the mu-
sic. It consisted of six pieces which
was about the standard size of
that period.

From first to the last perform-
ance of the season there was pro-
fessional jealousy existing among
the equestrians of the organization
which was so deeply rooted that
the partnership was dissolved by
mutual consent.

What was left of the wreck went
cut the next season under the

name of James Robinson's Cham-
pion Circus a,nd folded before the
season closed.

The great equestrian continued
as a star of the first magnitude
under other managers until the
exacting gentleman, Father Time,
closed the incomparable eques-
trian's career most ingloriously
while performing with a Ten Cent
Circus. Years have not dulled the
brilliancy of the feats of the man
to whom every equestrian wishes
to be compared and may we always
unhesitatingly place him among
the immortals in the Circus Hall
of Fame where he justly belongs.
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First Day Covers

Artcraft
and
Fleetwood
Cachet

Kenneth Lavker
2227 New York Ave.

Brooklyn 10, N. Y.

Show a Photograph

Preserve those rare items by

showing a photograph instead.

Estimates given.

SHANK PHOTOS
Camden, Ohio
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HARRY M. SIMPSON
Publisher

lOc a single copy.
50c a year in U. S. A.

Display advertising rates sent
upon application.

Permission to copy articles in
this Magazine must be secured
from both the author and pub-
lisher .

HOBBY-SWAPPER, published
monthly by Harry M. Simpson,
Camden, Ohio. Entered as sec-
ond-class matter May 6, 1946, at
the post office in Camden, Ohio,
under the act of March 3, 1879.
Printed in U. S. A.

BUTTONS
I have many rare and desir-

able buttons to swap for others
I need in my collection, or will
buy for cash at your price. Col-
lections, Accumulations, Dupli-
cates, Uniforms with buttons,
Molds for casting pewter but-
tons, or anything 'pertaining to
buttons.

Describe what you have or
send on approval. Prompt and
generous attention to all.

Comments, Information, Ap-
praisals, Identifications service.

David F. Johnson
476 New Market Road

DUNELLEN, N. J.
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