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The
Publisher
Says

Believe it or not, we are gaining
time on the release date of the
Hcbby-Bandwagon and should be
back on schedule in two or three
mcnths. I hope that all readers
will keep in mind that we are late
and give their magazine time to
reach them kefcre writing . . . .
we can't answer all of the letters
and cards.

The Circus Fans Association of
America have anncunced their
1949 convention for April 13, 14, 15
and 16, at Hagerstown, Md., with
the John Pawling Great London
Circus, owned by Harcld J. Rum-
baugh. I'm certain that CHS
members will be welcome at - this
convention and many  eastern
glem-bers will attend this conven-
tion.

By the time this issue reaches
many readers, opening dates of
many circuses will be known and
plans will be made to attend a cir-
cus on opening day. I have said
before and will repeat . . . . jplease
be helpful to all Circuses, pay your
way to the Circus and don’t do
anything that would be a “black
eye” te the organization that you
belong.

There will be many new titles on
the road, this year and it will be a
great year for all fans and collec-
tors.

Sincerely,

Harry M. Simpsocn
-—__0—-—-

HOBBY-BANDWAGON, publish-
ed monthly by Harry M. Simpson,
Camden, Ohio. Entered as sec-
ond-class matter at the post office
in Camden, Ohio, under the act of
March 3, 1879. Printed in U. S. A.



Moeller’s Build Early
Ringling Bros. Wagons

(Re-printed through courtesy of
Milwaukee (Wisc.) Journal)

By LEWIS C, FRENCH
Of The Journal Staff

Remember the old horse drawn
circus parade? The block after
block of gay wagons with the
fancy carving? The lovely ladies
in spangles? The loud voiced
horseman riding along, warning
spectators, “Hold your horses, here
come the elephants.”

And bringing uz the
tcoting calliope?

The man who remembers best in
this cireus city of Baraboo, Wis,, is
Henry C. Moeller, 79. For the

rear—the

HENRY MOELLER, JR.
(C. P. Fox Photo)

Moellers pu't the Ringling Broth-
ers “gicantic spectacle” on wheels.
They built the wagons.
Henry is the only one left,
more or less retired, but he

He is
still

has a sparkling memory of the old
days when Henry Moeller, the fa-
ther, and his two sgns built a whale
of a lot of circus and carnival wag-
ons.

The father, Henry Moeller,
was born in Germany. He came
to Milwaukee and drove up to
Barabco in June, 1856. There was
a blacksmith in Barabco, G. G.
Gollmar. The Gollmars were la-
ter a famous crcus family.

Moeller had two sturdy sons,
Henry, jr., and Corwin, who start-
ed making stout farm wagons. All
were skilled with the forge, the
sledge, the hammer and the saw.

When the five Ringling brothers
graduated from their back yard pin
and penny shows to take to the
railroads they came to the Mozllers
for “some right faney wagons.”

“Ottc Ringling handled the wag-
ons and harnesses, a shrewd busi-
nessman who, in the first years,
made a nickel go as far as a dol-
lar,” recalls Henry Moeller. “Be-
tween Gollmar and us, we made
the first real circus wagons. No
blue prints, mind you, but by ‘guess
and by gosh'.

“They had to be stout and tight
to stand that rugged travel, the
cchblestone streets and the con-
tinual battering of those days. The
brakes had to hold, with those
four and six horse hitches of the
finest horse flesh in America.”

When the circus began making
money, the orders poured in for
“coi” inspiring equisment, with a

Br.,

rainbow of colors and even real
gold leaf, the fragile, thin leaf
that toock hours to attach fto the

wagons, There was no limit to us-
ing the imagination, for there were
cireular fans around each wheel,
curly cue tops and drops, wreaths
and statues galore. Circus art
covered almost every inch of space
cn the flamboyant wagons.

The Moellers scanned the muse-
ums and books to pick up ideas for

Next Page, Please
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the fantastic gargoyles, strange
creatures out of some medieval
artist’'s mind, for bold Knights and
draped ladies, Some of the work
was by Milwaukee- cabinel makers,
But geherally the wood carvings
were fashioned by the craftsmen in
the Moeller wagon works here in
Baraboo.

“Many of the circus people were
mighty fine artists,” says Moeller,
“They would show up as sure as
the robins in springtime, generally
broke. But they would paint scenes
¢n the sides of the wagons good
encugh for museum shows—much
better than the daubs of modern
art‘!!

Whenever one of the Ringlings
had an idea, it generally landed in
the laps of the Moellers. When
cages were needed for the “terrors
of the jungles,” the tigers or the
lions, the Mosellers fashioned a cage
on a wagon, made of stout steel
bars, with removable sides, ton
panels that lifted up as a canopy
and bottem panels which could be
removed quickly. There were two
huge cage bathtubs for the seals
and hippos, and special eguipment
for the apes and monkeys. Erery-

thing was built for a specific pur-
pose—dio attract attention,

“When we ran cut of ideas there
were always cupids to carve and
fancy wreaths,” recalls Moeller.

Generally about a week before
the circus was due to take to the
rcad, some temperatmental Euro-
pean performer, the man making
the loop the loop on a bieyele or
the death defying leap from the
circus top, would be around babbl-
ing his head off for the fanciest
wagon {o carry his “priceless para-
phernalia.” Everything had to fit
just right. So we would work the
clock around build'ng it. What
a headache! Bulb what fun!”

Mceller recalls one hurry-up job.
“It was ready except for tainting
the day the circus was due to go
to Chicago,” he says, “So we got
the wagon battened down on the
gondola car and climbed on with
a brush and ean of paint and
painted all the way to Lodi., No
steris'ng the train. So I tossed off

. the paint can and jumped.”

Making a wagon for the steam
callioze proved 4ricky. But the
wagon Moeller delights telling

Next Page, Please

Above is the Ringling Bros. Bell
wagon just after its com:letion by
Henry Moeller & Sons, famous cir-
cus wagon builders of Baraboo,
Wise. The firm was founded by

Henry Mczaller, third from left, and
two sons, Henry, jr., ncw 79, fourth
from left, and the late Corwin
Moeller, at the right end. Photo
courtesy Henry Moeller, jr.
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about is the one for the bells, a bell
fer every octave and cne over for
geed measure. They were worked
w.th levers. They built this fa-
mous bell contraption in 1893 and
it is still being used by the circus.
Until recent years when the cir-
cus changed tc trucks and stopped
holding street parades, the Moellers
kett a force of around a dozen
men busy all the year., When the
¢ircus was on the road they made
farm wagons. And when the cir-

cus came in from the road, they

hired a number from the ecircus
crew to repair, refurtish and make
New wagons.

There was other business, too,
the old-time stagecoaches for the
wild west shews of Buffalo Bill and
101 Ranch and some wagons for
the smaller circuses,

"You know those Ringlngs werse
smart, They never missed any-
thing, even en the 'wagens,” says
Meeller, “They would spot a de-
fect. even a nall hole, and at least
let ¥ou know that it was there, 1
used to tell the workmen to hang
a hat or a coat over any little flaw
every time any one of them showed
up.”

The successful bugmess lecst its
romance when the trucks came in
and the parades stopped.

The last circus wagons were
made the winter of 1918 when the
Ringlings pulled stakes at Bara-
gca and started winterine ‘n Flori-

“There just wasn't anv fun any
mere,” says Moeller, “Besides the
modern circus man began coming
El’l;mtmd with blueprints. Imaginc

at!”

PHOTOS—BARNUM & BAILEY,
In Europe, list on request. Jake
Posey, 549 North Maine St., Bald-
win Park, Calif. 347

I’ll Be Seeir~ You In Baraboo.

CIRCUS PHOTOS

Postcard size, clear and sharp, In
sets ONLY. Returnable if not sat-
isfield. Ringling Bros., Barnum
?%E;aﬂey, ranging from 1930 t9

Brarks Cjrcus—8 sets 1927, 28 &
80; Downile Bros, Hagenbeck-Wale
lace, Robbin Bres, Cole Broa,
Dalley Bros., Balley Bros,, Kelly«
Miller, Col. Tim MieCoy Wild West,
Al G. Barnes, “Barnes-Sells-Floto
& RB&BB” and Beatty-Russell

I do not exchange sets wr sell in-
dividual pictures.

EDDIE JACKSON
Box 477, Macon, Ga.

Bells keing placed on the famous
Bell or Chime Wagon built for

Ringling Bros. by Henry Moeller &
fons of Baraboo. Wise, This wag-

on is ncw used and owned by Ring-
ling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey

Circus. Photo courtesy of Henry
Moeller, jr.
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Letter Reveals Early Circus History

Frank Kindler of St. Cloud,
Minn., has loaned his 1906 Barnum
& Bailey Route Béok in order that
we might publish this interesting
letter of 1906 from P. A. Older,
former circus owner. The letter
reads:

Anoka, Minn., July 3, 1906

Mr. Andress, Dear Sir: I take
the *“Billboard” and saw a list of
old showmen but do not see my

name in the list. I was well ac-
guainted with every one of them,
but ane, and they are all dead but
me, T think, Iam the oldest show-
man living in the United States.
If I live until the 22nd of Septem-
ber I will be eighty years old. I
landed in Janesville, Wis., in 1840,
twenty-five miles from Delavan,
where E. F. and J. Mabie lived,
and they had the only circus in
the west at that time. In 49 I
bought a third interest in  this
circus and traded a sawmill in
Janesville for if. $5,000 was the
price for the one-third interest
About seventy horses and eight
wagons, eighty-five-foot round top,
thirty-foot dressing top. We had
twenty led horses on the road,
splendid spotted and creams,
horses were cheap—could buy the
finest horses from fifty to seventy
dollars a head. We used to get
kept for man and horse per day
ter fifty cents to one dollar, and
single, half the price. We never
had to pay for ground to show on,
cur license would be from five to
ten dollars a day, no billboards in
those days, we had to put our bills
under stoops, In bar-rooms, and in
barns or any place where raln
would not wash them down; we
put up from twenty-five to severn-
 {y-tive sheets In a town and did
not know anything about paste; all
tacked up with tacks; we would
get scraps of leather from harness
shops In Chicago, and winters the
boys would cut them out with a
punch like a gun wad, and others
would stick the tacks in them and
the advertiser would take two or
three bags of them and they
would last him half the season.
For lights we had to use star
candles; for chandeliers, four
strips of board with holes in them

and the boys had to sharpen the
candles every day after the show
was out and stick them in, already
to light at night; two such chande-
liers around the pole, and when
the wind blew, the grease would
run down on the ringmaster, Mr.
Walter Waterman. The Barnum
folks remember him, he died in
Little Rock while with the Barnum
show. He came west with the
Mabie's, was very dressy and proud
—nice man, In those days it was
werth a man' life to run a show,
We used to have a fight with the
“rubes” twc or three times a week,
all they used to think of was ¢lean
cut the circus; lots of towns we
weuld make never had a show two
seasons and never saw a circus bill
but our own.

Old John Robinson made only
three stands in Indiana, Fred
Bailey was his advertiser; this

man ccvered up our dates, I sent a
man on and postponed his show
cene week and vosted our dates.
Bailey and I had many laughs
about it, he and myself were great
friends. I have forgotten to men-
ticn how things have changed.
There is a man keeping a livery
stable in Long Branch by the name
of Jake Showles, who was our
property boy when I was a partner
of E. . & J. Mabie in 1850; we
used to pay him ten cents to take
down all the large bills, five cents
for the small ocnes and save all the
tacks and leathers on them. Our
large bills were six or eight sheets,
we had a hox in front of our trunk
wagon where we packed them
away. The advertiser would come
back to the company and get them
and rub the dajse out and put
them up agaln—we often used
them in three or four towns until
they were all worn out, We had
‘one rider, Harry Buckley, and he
could not keel over on a big pad—
the pad being as large as a barn
deor, it took two men to lift it on
a horse. Walter Waterman rode a
four-herse act. I think it was in
1850 we were in Alabama, I went
to see Old John Robinson’s Circus,
It was Robinson and Eldridge at
the time: they were out of star
candles, he had a lot of niggers
with pine torches standing around
the ring, Old John rode a two-
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horse act, he could just stand on
two pads and hold the reins, and
it smoked so, one could hardly see
the horses. All were coughing and
the niggers yelled and hollered
and Old John Robinson swore at
every jumy of the horses. They
had the sides down, but lots of
ladies could not stand the smoke
and left, and never will I forget
being at such a circus performance
You can use as much as you please
of this, or not any, and throw it
in the waste paper basket. I am
so nearly blind I can’t write and I
hardly think you can read it I
could write quite a large book of
early showing and some comic
things, I lost my show in Shreves-
vort, La., on account of yellow-
fever guarantine, which struck me
there with forty cars after P, T.
Barnum and I had dissolved in
November., And March 1875 or 76,
I think he shipped home to
Bridgeport and I fitted up in No-
vember and lost everything in
three months and had to give
away the show. Please let me
know when the books is out and I
will buy one; don’t fail. Yours re-
spectively.
P. A. Older

(Taken from Barnum & Baliley
Annual Route Book of 1906)

TRADE—Photo postcards of Chica-
go and Worlds Fair of 1933.

WANTED—Phctos or anything
pertaining to side shows or human

cdditien,
JENKINS
5955 Komensky Ave. Chicago 29, Iil.

WANTED
1 copy of “Sawdust and Spangles”
by W. C. Coup. Reasonable price
and fair condition., Also want pic-
torial lithos of Gollmer Bros. and
John Robinson Circuses.
JAMES M. GOSLIN
614 McDonald St. Ruston, La.

Get Your
CIRCUS BALANCING CLOWNS
60c Prepaid

Hand made out of wood, fine for
Xmas presents, will balance on
side of table, You can’t = wrong
—yt}){u will like them or your money
back.

JOSEPH L. TRACY
C.H.S. 106

172 Riverside Ave,, Buffalo 7, N Y.

SONGWRITERS—Set all your
songs to musie! “Write Your Own
Music” shows you how for $1.25.
NEWMOUNT FUBLISHING CO.

Dept. 18 505 Fifth Ave.
New York 17, N. Y. 2t8

CIRCUS TENTS in O and HO Gauges

A COMPLETE 3 ring cireus tent with blue canvas, 4 mail tent poles,
14 middle poles, 32 side poles, 4 American Flags,- A beautiful maln en-
trance made from striped eanvas--this extra-ordinary eircus tent has
all the seams machine sewn. Tent ropes are securely fastened to
canvas, This CIRCUS tent is NOT A KIT but completely finished
job. Takes only a few minutes to set up, and you have a beautiful
addition to your model.

O gauge circus tent 40x16x8Y, price only ..... i R $8.75

HO gauge circus tent 23x10x6 price only .............oooiine $6.75
Dressing Tent (Blue top, white sides) 23"x10” ................. $5.50
Horse Tent (White) 11725847 cusisss i amumnus s semimss s a.s e vimismi v $3.40
Concession Tents (red white & blue) 4"x6”, set of 3 tents ...... $4.80
Cook Tent (4+op blue, white sides) 127x24" ...............oovnnn $5.20

OTHER SIZE CIRCUS TENTS “MADE TO ORDER”

Bussa Model Railroads, Box 66 Friendship 1, Ohio
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News and Activities of the
CIRCUS HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Founded In 1939
By Don Smith

Harry M, Simpson ........ Editor
OFFICERS

Bette Leonard ...,...... President

Maurice Alaire ........ Vice-Pres.

Walter PRietsehmann ...... Treas.

John Crewley .......... Secretary

Willilam @Green ... Election 8omm.
PAST PRESIDENTS
Don Smith
Walter Tyson
Arthur Btensvard
John VanMatre

JAMESR MacINNES, JR. WEDY
STAR OF THE BIG TOP

Jimmle, the 20-year-old mem-
ber of the MacInnes famlly of Al-
burtls, Pa., was recently married
to June Mixom in Miami, Fla. The
young bride is the daughter of one
of the owners of the Beers-Barnes
Circus. Jimmie is employed with
the same circus, and like his fa-
ther, James, sr., is a member of the
Circus Historical Society., Jimmie
hopes to be a bess of a big top and
is learning the show business from
the ground up . . . . his bride is
already a star performer with the
Beers-Barnes Circus. The young
ccuple spent their honeymoon in
Alburtis and returned tc winter-
guarters in Florida.

- __0_—
CHS PHOTOS
Two photographs are being mail-

ed this month by the Circus His- "~

tcrical Society to their members.
One photo shows the “France”
Bandwagen and the negative was
furnished by James McEKenna of
Pawtucket, R. I. . . . . this pic-
ture was taken at Robbhins Bros.
" Circus at Worcester, Mass. in 1938,
The second phoetograph shows the
Loyal Repenski Family and the
negative was furnished by Robert
D. Good of Allentown, Pa. . . . .
this photo was taken at the Great
Allentown (Pa,) Fair in  ESept. of
1946 .

—Paze §

EDMUND P. R. HOLT

Edmund P. R. Holt of Allentown,
Pa., member of Circus Historical
Sceiely and past president of the
Allentown group, rassed away in
Washingten, D. C., while playing
the bass drum in the President
Truman inaugural parade. Mr,
Holt was a devoted collector and
builder of miniature ecircuses. A
sister and nephew, along with a
host cf friends in the CHS and
circus world, mourn his passing.

RICHARD C. ELLSWORTH

It is with regret that we reeord
the death of Richard C. Ellswerth
ef Canten, N. ¥,, en Sept. 21, 1844,
Mr, Ellsworth was a member of the
Circus Historieal Society and had
built a miniature circus knewn as
the “Ricardc’s Cireus” . , . , this
gireus now becomes the properiy
of the New York State Histovleal
Scelety and will be plaged in thelr
museum at Cooperstown, N, ¥. Mr,
Ellswcrth leaves a host of friends
in the CHS.

Harry M. Seislove of Allentown,
Pa. pens that it has been forty-
four years since he was employed
with the Barnum & Bailey Circus.
Mr. Seislove states that he was in
the chandelier department and
that they used Wier & Bolty lights
aleng with two hundred Welsbach
mantels daily te light the Big
Tep.

PR, [S—
MUSCLE POWERS PUBLISHES
STORY BY KATTENBERG

Burns M. Katienberg, member
of CHS and manager of the Mans-
field-Leland hotel in Mansfield,
Ohic, had his story “Forgotten
Acrchats of the Arena” published
in the February issue of MUSCLE
POWER magazine, It is a fine ar-
ticle on ecntortionist and is illus-
trated with four photos.

—_——
I'll Be Seeing You In Barabes in
1940,

CASH — MINSTREL — CASH
Highest prices paid for Minstre!
Programs, Heralds and FPhotos.
List issued each month.
C. SPENCER CHAMBERS
P.O. Box 722 Syracuse 1, N. ¥
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LUCIA LEERS NEEDS HELP
TC RESUME CIRCUS CAREER

Eecent news reeelved in  thiz
eountry of Luisita Leers indicates
that she inlends to make a come-
back as a eircus artist. Most col-
lectors are familiar with this great
aeralist of the Ringling Bros. and
Barnum & Bailey Circus from 1929
te 1936. Miss Leers has been cred-
ited with doing 190 comuplete reio-
luticns of the musele grind and
had the honor of performing be-
fore President Calvin Cozlidge and
gther notables.

Miss Leers was obliced to bring
her illustrious career as a circus
star to an end because of the war.
Now she has seriously considered
offers to resume it. The one big
obztacle that has hindered this is
the loss of strength and physical
cenditicn caused by inadequate
diet, It is utterly imgossible for
her to secure sufficient food, unless
kind friends frocm this country
sznd parcels of fozd to her. In
this ccanection there is a particu-
lar need for vegetable fat, dried
fruits, sugar, eccoa, rice, powdered
milk and pawdered eggs, canned
meat and fish. A contribution of
food to this great performer will
be greatly aporeciated. Her ad-
dress is: Miss Lauisita Leers, Halen-
enstrasse 1. (20%) Bruanschweiz,
Germany (British Zone).

I L

YOUNGEST READER OF |
HC3BY-BANDWAGON

The distinetion ¢f being the
youngest subscribar of the Hebby-
Bandwagon goss to Gail B, (Coke)
Ulrich, granddaughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Les Ulrich of Sheffisld, Mass.
Mics Ulrich, who is 10 years of age,
rezides at Poguocanock Bridae,
Csnn., is an excellent cow girl rid-
er and has taken rart in the
“spec” of many <circuses. “Coke”
caueht over thirty performanees
ir 1948,

~
O——

THANKS

The publisher wishes tz thank
the feollawinz for items rzeeived
dguring vast weeks: G. A. Greashy,
Rette Leonard. W. H. Woade ok,
Chalmer Ccndon. Don Cavilla,
Purt L. Wilson, James Maclnnas.
Clarence R. Shank, Hi Lo Merk,
John B. Havro», Paul ¥. Van Pool,
C. Szencer Chalmers, Karl Cart-
wright, Bddie Jackson, Thomas T,
Nocnan, Robert C. King, Allo Di-

avole, Geocrge. Churehill, J. A.
Havirland, Mrs. Ruth Christensen,
Dr. Harrison Powers, Glen :Tracy,
Leu Hayek, Freddie Freeman, Ross
Gould  Trio, Alexander Konyot,
Ward-Bell Flyers, E. L. Churchill,
Williasm W. Moore, Walter B. F'ax
and Ed Hillhouse .
—{

Circus Articles

HOBBIES, Jan. '49—“Circus Bor-
rows Bizg Names” by A. Maorton
Smith . . HOBBIES, Feb. '49,
“Aristocracy of the Circus” hy A.
Morton E€mith, illus, . . . . MOVIE
LIFE, Jan. '49, “Sprinkled With
Sawdust” (19 illus.) story of Beri
Lancaster . . ‘CORNET, Feb.
49, “Gambling Wlth Death at Ni-
avarﬂ” story of Blondin . .
SATURDAY EVENING POST, 1- 15-
49, “Manhattan’s House. of Bed-
!am,” illus. . . . . SEE, Mar. 49,
“Hellyweod Circus™ (10 illus.) more
abcout benefit performance . .
BLUE BOOK, Feb, 49, “Parade Wa-
gon” by Robert Barbour Johnson
ifietion) . . . . THIS WEEK, 10-
31-48, “Bears In The Air” (4 illus.)

. . . same iszue,:"Hidden Art
T1easu1e =" (tattocing) by Rhoda
Rader . . . . PERU- (Ind.) TRI-
PUNE. Thurs. Jan.- 27, 1948, sz2v-
eral interesting articles about the

history of thiz  one-time circus
eapital . . . . MUSCLY POWER.
Fzp. 49, “Firgoiten Acrosats of
the Arena” hy Burns M. Katten-
berg (THS member) . . . . TRUE,
Jan. '49, “The Big Cals Walk
Alore” by Danlel P, Mannix, (5
Mus=).

PIERGE. , S
11l Be Seeing You In
1942,

WANTED

GREAT WALLACE
CIRCUS ROUTES

— S¢ill Need —
1884, 5. 6, 7, 8, 9
Please advise which ones you have
and what you are asking for same,.
Just a typewritten list will suffice.
I do not care for the route book.
DR. H. POWERS
11015 E. Washington Ave.
Seuth Bend 1, Ind.

Barabos in
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SECOND OPENING

Ladies and gentlemen and ev-
eryone who has been referred to
as directly the opposite on oceca-
sions far too numerous fo any
ionger bother preventing their be-
ing mentioned.

1t happened like this; I was sit-
ting down at the corner drug store,
hungry enough to order a malted
milk with a dozen eggs, tweniy-
seven yeast cakes, and a hospital
size Horlicks malted milk in it, if
that soda girl ever got back to me,
when I saw CIliff coming in the
front door. That food appetite
was immediately replaced by that
one for enertainment that CIiff
was invariably able to supply.

Cliff's show had been in guarters
for two weeks now and I'd been
expecting him along anytime be-
cause he always drops off here to
let us know how perfect the es-
capade was that he had just ex-
perienced and what a masterpiece
the one he’s headed for will be cer-
tain to turn out to be.

You could see the oysters on the
half shell and the egg in sherry
cozing out of this latest one of his
by the time he’d reached the cigar
counter. Cliff’s wife quit leaving
him fully two seasons ago. When
vou’d ask him abcut himself it was
always droll circumstance that he'd
just been through, either his wife
had left him again or he'd wreck-
ed his car, The auto wrecks main-
tained their same forte buft the old
girl just guit leaving him because
she’d discovered that there was
invariably a gate on any such en-
tertainment no matter where you
found it and with Cliff susplying
it you'd be bound to receive a full
value focr as burned up as he'd
made you, on his, each and every
performance, so she just began
staying on in spite of his antics.

Well he sat right down acrass
from me and went into his act.
This one was different. This one
wasn't more of the same thing.
The twenty four hour man had
lived it up for him and he'd sent
his wife on ahead to the Imperial
Hotel in Detroit, to wait until he
arrived there giving a full and
complete explanation of his delay,
an especially selected one for this
particular occasion. He'd just kept
playing return engagements with
explanations, however, the cld girl
was a pretty good actress, too.
She’d schooled herself into posing

as someone who was accepting
these stories as the real McCoy, it
made a good act,

Af this point I became the crowd
on the midway and Cliff climbed
cn the box and began making his
opening. The dinner in the Hotel
started off like this he told me.
I'm interested in just one thing he
told the lady conversation along
other lines will be time wasted. I
was way ahead of you she replied,
wasted time seems to be your spec-
ialty, lcok at all this useless con-
versation your engaging in right
now. So, down went the coffee, he
got a cowile of suit casgs out of
the car at once and they retired
from the dining rocom to the eleva-
tor, a bey joined them at once and
when they arrived at the room he
gave them fifty cents. Right here
is where I cut in, now wait just a
minute Cliff, you’ve been slioving
me dope in gigantic proportions for
yvears regarding the extent to
which you've been around, diplo-
mas from case history classes that
end up in full cases, you know you
could have gotten by giving that
bell hop 25¢c. Now don’t sit there
and tell me that this particular
circumstance was so different from
the others that you became com-
pletely careless regarding twenty-
five cents, one fourth rart of a
dollar.

Well, that wasn’t exactly the sit-
uation he replied, you see there
wasn't anything in those suit cases
and I figured that extra 25c was
the least possible gate he'd accept
for keeping quiet about it

Just a gasped out “oh” was the
only answer I had for that one as
I finished that last mouthful of the
malted milk of gigantic propor-
tion:,

Cliff took right off from there
tz give me the complete info on
the number on his program.

The leading lady waiting around
the Imperial would give him the
old ice for about a day or two, but
he could fix that too.

The cld girl would be sort of fed
uz on sawdust and spangles so
they’'d slip on out to the Top Hat
at River Rouge where Bruce Roy
and his orchestra are playing the
show and Don Harmon is using
his tenor voice for the ring mas-
ter’s whistle. Ross Bartlett’s ivor-
ies will replace all elephant tusks
and when that master manipula-
tor of piano keys chords them the
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The above phoiographs of
Clyde Beatty Circus were

the
taken
by Charles Philiz Fox of Oconomoe-

wae, Wise,, author of the recent

circus  picture bock “CIRCUS
TRAINZ.” This great circus is
owned by Clyde and Harriett Beat-
ty, noted wild animal trainers.

dcwn beat on the overture. Cliff
and the missus will tag it for that
trumpet man’s bugle call and due
a spec around that hipsodrome
track changed over into a level
waxed dance floor, arm in arm, for
the benefit of all spectators and
histcry that won't stop anywhere
short of a case will be in the mak-
ing.—Mac
—_—

MacMinn’s “The Theatre Of

The Gelden Era In  California”

contains an interesting chanter on
early circuses with three illustra-
ticns. One is of an H. C. Lee her-

ald of 1859 and other two are ad-
vertisements of Rowe & Company’s
Picneer Circus of about 1850. The
bock alsc contains a chapter on
minstrel shows.

ADVERTIZING RATES

L dnch w3100
2 inches ........... S 1)
4 inches ............ ..., 3 3.00
Full Page ............... $10.00

Copy and remittance must be mail-
ed at once to insure publication.

HOBBY-BANDWAGON
Camden, Ohio
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