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In this pamphlst, Qs mas 
the aaaa Ln rq trro prwioua 
cmw, it has barn my purpose 
to rslats o m s  hsr&ofom 
unpublished inPormktivn 
about a speoialissd o i r ~ a  
mbjsof . m i k e  my nenond 
one, T€lE AFFAI9.S OF JAMES A. 
Bhf LFP, this one has had no 
aouroa for nut e ~ h l  aampara- 
bls to the Wkcldon Papera 
at  Prinowbon Wveraif y. 
Rather, the  h s k  of nearohing 
for nm faata h a  more nearly 
paralleled that whioh m e  re- 
quired to pmduos m ~ y  original 
one, TRE TELBCOPZNC TILBLFAEL 

The p r 4 . m ~  aourae of all 
tbt which i s  new &a b m  
the m m l  oommemts that t h i u  
uiraus raked in t h e  nsmr- 
papers of approximat;ely forty 
oities, geographinally Boat -  
tered f r o m  Boston t o  Ian 
h g e l e s  . Hotrrlthetaading 
the faof fhmt an apprewiabls 
geroentage of thes; will re- 
veal notw and that others 
are oMously prepared prsas 
r e l m ~ e s .  t h i m  atrwroaoh ~ t l l  
yield r&lts ft h e  par- 
aisfem*. Besides rweeling Daflon Daily Newa p h t o  by Joe Wlsas l  
an appreoleble amlmt of nar 
mrtsrial, theas prees not?laeo haw bean usdl far P-, refuting, or  
.expanding h l e s  a r i g h t *  f r o m  aagier puraUad wruaee, s ~ ~ h  aa muts 
books, p r o g m s ,  advertiairg medium, aud the f %lee  of the Hew York Clip- 
P=. 

:@in, I am forhmats ia being able to tag m ~ y  daughter  Sally, nrrn Mrs. 
John L, Waitlaw, Jr., for ~qy g r m t i o k l  d i h r  and o o q o l r m .  

Copiwa of tlda pamphlet, Fliohard E. Colrolrsr 
as mll as thou* of 9 7  OeLlaaa Drira 
TEE AFFAIRS OF JAMES A. BAILEY CJulg 199) Xsllia, Ohio 
and a ~ a r y  lWtd supply af 15 aov&~ 1953 
THE TELBCOPXNG TABLEPUS (Mkmh 19%) 
available f r o m  Che author a t  $1.00 -oh. 



THE G R E A T  POREPAUGH SHOW 

"I h o e  oome all the my *tan NEW York molely to aes Ms. Fors- 
p u g h ' ~  fam~um s b w R  and I have hem amply rrepaid far so doing. 
It ia m ~ e l ,  var ied  and btersatfme and I say without hrsita- 
t i on  that this exhibition annot be eurprtssed by any manager h 
the oountry -- not man by myself." P. T Barnm, aa  quoted in 
The IWeohg Star, Washington, Dm C., ~ ~ r i !  3, 1d7j. 

While I&. Eamm was nwer h m m  t o  refuse to nake a publio sf;atmaut 
t h a t  stood a chmce of reap- a little p u b 1 i o . i ~  for himself', his adnda- 
sion that the Forepaugh Show *E at least t h e  eqml o f  hia i t i  probably an 
Imdaretatmeut of the faot. Although ncm largely buried in abaourfty, 
there i a  ample evidenoe t h a t  Btrmumts 'Greatest *m on W h "  uas not the 
grateat  w'nLls A h  Forepaugh, hbme'lf, dire&& the oomptrtition. 

It a l l  began In la when Forepaugh, them an omnibue line opelator in 
Philadelphia, bmam interested to t h e  &at of about fifty horsem in 
the Tom ging L OfBrlen ExosLsfor Circus. Tom giqg aas e hi r td  perPonwr, 
h* -the show m a  omed and operatad by John "Pogep O r B r i e  whose b r -  
talfty has sumived prirrotpily beenwe of h i e  reputation for baing the 
most  degenemte of all t h e  o ld  t b e  a k m s  rmPagers. a r l y  in the seaeon 



mrspeugh 30- oud 8a ar to b&mx pfaeslrt Mrr * e m % .  Alnng &boot 
mid-asawn ths b b i s  M m g s r l n ,  an old asbbliahed show of rebpeote.ble 
slas daf- baek t o  1&0, razl info difficnlties, and Forapnugh and Ofwen 
bwght it, They than Ursd llM RSoe, &a first bfg-nsms M a r i a  o i F o ~  
oloan, sa the feature and t i t l e d  t i e  ahor Ths Ilan Rios hmagsrie. 

Abouf f h i o  t h e ,  a o e m  a popuhritg IraB an the w e ,  This mas partly 
attrfbutnble to the h o t e r r ~ l n g  size U crLr~r t - t s  *oh man foroing ta 
a s f h h  f m m  fa- tcr pantodda doming, but it .mrs moatly bemuse the 
public mas beginning to t i r e  of Rias~a  mtsrlal. He was wont to alass 
hSa spsechw, heavlly &ashad& h a m p a s  agab8t ppolPbiaiaas snd It56 
orm personrl a d e r r  nu d&ahd. There are &sm who barerr both who 
have o o a p r d  Ria@ Rith the la te  M14. Rogsra, forgetting perhaps that 
Rogers rimer W to remrt: t o  rldi~ulw enedm t o  sell. oamedy. Pcrr fha 
fir& two smson~ the a b w  ma mkhlng mre than n ma=gepie plus a plat- 
form fromal.;Lch ftias orated. h 1 6 5  t h q  closed the t o w  in mrd, Pa, 
R.5aeaa home %mu, on the firat of H o d e r ,  Thy used the aooasion to 
dediente t he  mnnmmt that Mae had ereot ed to the m-ry of k h t ; h s  m a  f'mm 
G%rard *o b d  died 5a t he  6iv35 War. It lra8 bew allaged tbt B c e  mds 
this gesture f;o mc&h ooer the m r s  he had been a Sbuthem s~rmpa- 
thiaer durbg the a d l i m b  Waf; had just ended. Tbia m a n e n t o ,  whiah i a  
a t i l l  in tha middle of  the nab &re&, abut al l  that r amahs fn Mx- 
atd to rsoall tht It mas onoe an hparfart;anf oirma c d e r .  

BhmrWe, fn AprTl, w, Forepstgh had bought out OwBrim. In I*, 
mle stil l  us- the I)an Rim f%eLt;Le, a mfl. perfomaae was added. In 
9.d51 fhe t i t l e  mu ahanged M Fortqmugh1a Giroua and Mmmgsris. For bet- 
tar  than a deaads ft m a  the largest -on show that wer toured, b s b g  
by 1873 on 62 wagons and cages. Sevmal times a l e  still a mgon ahorr, 
long m e a  sere rrmde by milroad, partiaularly a t  t;hs beginnhg and 
of t h e  season when t he  milu mere uaed tu t w s f  er bdmeen the fiddle Waat 
and the Phi Xadelphia ~ e m p r t t w r r ,  

dqy mde of t r o u p f q  w$ll ha- 1t.t;~ tribubtfonr, but here arb a aouple 
of adversities rrhiah 'la~uad thta s h u  while %% tramlsd by \wgmer A t  
Wihingka,  Ohla, in the  glnffa dm ra. trapped beneiw a railroad 
Werpssa and had t a  be dug ont  bg. trnnuhlng for the *heels.* hother  oo- 
owred during the h a t  year of a g o n  %ravel (19751 *em the larees for a 
s-le day tal l ied tm mtlnsbla anirwla, one a Xhfnooemus thak had i+a 
'baok brokem whm it8 a g e  f e l l  t h w g h  a bridge while anroute from a e r -  
dam to Sohtme#xdy, and the othsr a g h f f r ,  d o h  ma* overly ckdlled dur-  

a wrld upetafe 1Jm York Oabbw night. 

Forqmugh'a fir#% rrh -in *an bull* by thg firm of Bamq & Smith 
of Dnybn, Ohlo. Onn aoaomt plaoaa this proeuFtms& at 37 fo-- 
f& =re; and, oonaf4ering +As a l e e  of the show at *the t h e ,  this amma 
rrammbls. mere were only t m  aleep3ng wwoher w %he *train until 1879 
Irhm a primte gar m a  added for the Ferepsugh famklg, Daring the gcmaml 
gxpansion of 1FW-85 1% appears kht t%a trek m s  raphoed with sSxty- 
foot oam* l&ils the site of the show m e  v a r b u ~ l y  adoartimed a m  befng 
on 5Q to 60 wtra, the only reliable reoord amt.ilsble muld be ln the  5 e W  
brid for a lmufta Forerpaugh va. Delaware, lackamma, aad Weatem mfl- 
mad, a mpy crf w M &  is on file ta the Philsdalphfa Library, Thta suit 
m a  w o b d  as a resat o f  a ursok in L@6. ~n tht oaoaston t h e  



with the raflroad -114 for the mmarm't af 5 ooaahsa, 2 box m, 23 
ih* -8, 9 stoak ars, 3 slap- ears, aad j adm~ncre oars-+ htar or 
45. 

fP l@9 both tbe Coopdr k =lay d the W. W. Cole ehme pioneered WIE 
'lue UP slmtrldw for  of row li&tiag. b p p r e l y ,  their biggest dm%- 
awl* rnra h mumbanratkg t h o  rat sheaf r put out; * the opposition mrnc 
Sy the publia to 8*y a*ay bemuse this neu-fagld  brillianoe would rub 
their s3rsr. Follming their 8uoosar, Farspengh mm*raofed for a ryutem od 
twelve lamps for t h e  U80 8-8tln. Theae were bought f m m  a &. TaPdwpelq 
of DaCroit, who bi&d a oluster up one of the oan%er polas to todaamnatrai 
them I r h a  .the aFrrms played Ddmit on July 7, 1679. Thess, UP course, 
were aro l i g b  aa tha b y  of the fnoardanod Lrtmp m a  ju& darning. 

Vhlla Forspaugh laggsd hi8 o ~ s t i h r s  by a nmber 5s yssre ka s*S.tah- 
h g  to rai lmad trannprhtf?on and by one aaaaon in lightlag his t& by 
sls&rfoity, he m a  an enrly umer of large t e a  and an q~rimesrtar ip 
arrileus tmtfng arnmgmtmfs t o  arrLve at fhs bust layout for sxhtblthg 
a eomblnsd ring p e r f o m e  end m e m a g d e .  

A mn-rqroduoibLs piatma, +aka  in Jamsatorm, He I,, on July 9, 
of the Porspangh- fUId-O'Bdda-~& I]sn W61 Menagde, & 8pr-d of 
a n m e  w t l m t d  to be at lsaot a 100-foot top wL+h f5vs or ~ i x  aha* mid- 
dl.#, a s l re  that m a d  be oonddiwed to be ~ e y  large for thaf psrlod, 

In IF%?, a 120-foot top aith tm b ~ - f m t  ndddlw rras used, the rbg 
parformegoo bet* g i v a  in one slld nnd f ha m e z a g  aria M b i t e d  in the 
other, Sy 1 the mawgaris m s  stsrksd out  in a separate t d ,  ap ar- 
w g a m ~ t  +bat held through 1m. B5+ Ign, wi%h t h e  m u a m  exfmanrfvsly 
~ugamrCsd Pire were rsqulrad. The p s e o m o r t  lnrs given in a 130 
with one !S+~aot d a l e ,  and b t h  +b mas- the mezrsgtirfs required 
bl pif of lODgoot r o d  .t;oprr. 

In the fall of lf5?3 a really novel arrangsa~emt m a  rmdmr aoasidamtim, 
b e u n a  it w a s  -mood .chat: for 1874 the  memegerfe snd muoeum would 
pletaly surrotd t h e  8aiting: of %ha oimw proper. The t o g  was to have 
thres a&a of qimrtar pole8 fhn aagea, d o . ,  l o o a t d  bebrow t he  out, 
a~ s e t  and the eide polda. Apprmkly, Chin p l a n m a  abandoned bac~use  
%a show w d  ou t  w%kh tIvw t d a  Fn Xg74. 

Xn 3875 the big tap rras a 340, and +ha manageria and maw were in a 
100 w&kb a h  p f o o t  miadlos, TM8 Six-pla menagerie a m  to  YO bean 
radained throw@ lS3, whtm a sepam$s t e n t  mas added fur the e'lephsrrta. 
The firat aaauon wtth frrt, rings lras 18130, and th&* size nas h d d  until 

when another ~ d U s  and a atage *.ere added. Far the opmfq: date, iz 
wmbiaation fith Barnm & k m b n  at l%il&dslphh in I&%, khe ff& six- 
pole big *p in oirow M h r g  nas ereatedl and t h e  oombhd p e r f o m t ~ s  
m o  gi~em in Pour rhgu 4 a &age. 

Thm 8- philaeophy that Ma p-sd ons ef our bwtfer-hmn, pratswb 
day p i t  ahm operatore Co d k h  Frcrm sahib%t5xig apsa t a  rubber *21a5ss be. 
awe nfm attraotbn does aof eat' probrbly a p p l i d ,  in part, to %he 
"Long L h s  of Cloaed m a  Dens* on the For-?& Show. U k e  his oontm 



A8 W m o d  by the Ifsf i n g n  in the o d a r  of t h e  doomsart reprodu~d 
on the opposite p g e ,  +he rrax dcrpahamt war quits aattmrivct d would 
requirs aeveral  oagsdn to adquatsly diuplay th-. Another tmit born 
to have d a t e d  in  1872 m a  a raulptured tablsau porCmySng a s  Lard's 
hut Supper. Smeral o f  theas  diaplaym rere animatsd, and s at- s n g b o  
* a s  enrried to  drive t h m .  Automt ion  ma e m  uaed in the parade. On 
fop of of th. mgona mere meohanloal aarobats ubioh psdomed f i l s  
be- dmwn in the  prooaslrion rrith the porres dsriPsd f rn the  axla. 

maopt for the a n i m l a ,  prrotiarlly e h b g  In the Dsrmantm, Fa., 
rrintsrqwrtsrs ma nold to t h o  insumnos o o q m y  in a f i r s  tht 000arrad 
on D s o d w  20, 1&73. After .hro predoun experimoss wlth f i r a s  in q u a r  
tera, Forspaugh apparatfly saw the profit in inaupinp;. The undated doou- 
a d ,  opposif e, appars to h a m  been oompilsd for t h a  purpose of obtaining 
biaa on insumnee rates. That he m u  insured is mnfiwsd by an aemunt 
of the oonflagration d t % u n  up up the Philadelphia Publio Mger, whicrh 
lirts in datakl the props* destmyad wid the am~unt o f  Fnstmmos ear- 
ried,* Tha assist fmm t h e  Philadelphia nsrrapapsr d d i n l t s l g  dateu Wa 
inatmu~s domemt, d o h  is f r o m  the Hertrberg Collwtion In t h a  SM &I- 
t o n l o  Pliblio L;lbrar~r, and ~ b l s o  us to dPrtsEmtne the n i z s  o f  the sbom in 
Ian. 

Follarriag the firs of '73, the  muam d q r b Q t t ;  m e  rabuilf and onr- 
rled lmtll t h e  la*@ rsvenfEse, a n e r  whloh  if m u  eithar deleted er de- 
a i d d l y  do-anphaeftd, In 1675 the msohanimn were a meohanimal  organ 
rind a jat-hrtrrm antw fownhiu, the la t ter  belng t h e  f i f e *  or a long f i e  
of hyp&&ioal air cunditioners iln airous hiaterg, &s it m a  a d v d i x d  
an "a follrvbin of real mtsr that m d s  forth a refreshing ooolnssm I n t o  
the m-gerie rurd museum padliona." Also presmtd m n  a s e a l e d - d m - k -  
sits worklng m d s l  o f  the I t ro t to  of Stalaota, the featured set f r o m  Ths 
&la& crook, tht aligMly risque, for it8 by, girl ahar that ma f o r  
475 wnseoutlve perforrmnoee a t  Ntblo'a Gardm in Bow Pork City in the 
latm l d h l  s. It wan this produotion *ha+, fnfliated t h s  first def~a2;  on 
the "holier thouw leaguen who ara ever mnt t o  W l i o t  their a s a d  
omsorahip privilegeto on m y  form of derhinmmtnot Mended e t r t d l y  
for ahildrem. In 1676 another prtioularly artistia dfspby, "Rome at 
Ntght., " was fitted up in a mge-mize nagon oomplste *it31 unique lighting 
effectra, aohimed before the day of Edi6onRs lnvmt%on, playLng on a m i d -  
ature of the Eternal City. 

Besldea the usual pmds flash one muld q s a k  t o  ffnd kn the b&ar 
oirouaee, the Forepaugh Show had th ree  diatlaot5~e vehlolss, These were 
the Five liraoee Banhagon, the St .  Gecrge and the -on Tablsau, d tha 
C l e o p t r a  m e  F l a t ,  Ths history of the T f  st +an of these m s  dim- 
o u s s d  to some 1-h fn 1956 p a m p a u t - - ~ ~ ~  T ~ E S C O P I N O  TMLMEB. ~ h s  
reuurrenae o f  the subjsof proedes an appofiurdty t o  intmduee latcrs* d i s -  
oweries whiah ail1 add fo the stow am prwiouely rehted.  

In that pamphlet, 1 oonduded that the parade mgan norr h m m  aa C b  
Five Oraoee m e  o w e  equipped with a mtraatkbls superotruoturs, thereby 

'I am pax%ioularly indabfed t o  F. Eerslc Shsoktor, Plymouth Mew, Fh-, 
for 100Mng np %MU rofwenoe P o i  me. 
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o l a s a w  ft as r 
tslerooper. In #$a 
i n s h o e ,  the rs- 
traotrbls pertinn m u  
the globe-lion group 
pictured hare bdora 
It r a s  mads hb a 
soprate piaoe. Sub- 
aequgnt seaaar& has 
M h e r  aubetmtiated 

b s i o  oo~ll~sionr 
in faot, f have oome 
up M t h  mrgt;hlng 
neosseary to def Mte- 
ly p m  it sxoept 
for t h e  all-important 
platurs. The rragonvs 
original hafi now 
bean rmaalsd. In 
am-l eourues, btsd 
in 1650, it lras rs- 
ierrixl h -4 de- 
s o r i b d  as "The &m 
B o a a d  ed of Frsedm, 
illuatmting, reli- Porqaa@*s Globe Tablsaa 
1011 u d u ~ e t l o f i ~  Prianefon hiveraifg Lfbmv photcrgraph 

%ry, eaoe 
surmormted by % e allspdotl rsprset&afion of Zhn Gaddoen o f  Uberty," 
the latfer b e h e  the ahow girl, who r&a b aths ohafr on the top o f  t h a  
globs. So now, 3x1 addl-kion to the vahlale'a nams, rrs h v e  *oae ( d m -  



St. Gaorgs and the Dmmn Tmblsau MoCLintook Photogmph 

lktsd] of tha olrsaturss tht hnrs beem pasad  of f  as a s  Piva (Traoea for 

The raasnt diom~cwls s  do, howmar, ntillifp q orig-l o o q e a t r ~ a  
%hat the telssmpbg capfiguration axluted for only one gar?  baaauaa ao- 
m&s of the globe nupsratructurs bsooming tangled up in telephone wires 
have s h o e  bbsn found In t h  Bridgspa* (Corn.) ? B d a g  Times For July 17, 
1g79, the 'Poldo (ohla) Blade For August 2, I M D ,  and the Colmha 
Dispatch for July 17, I@. A l l  of theme d a t e  that it rms neoeasaly to 
raise the w l r e e  in order to free the  wagon. The St. Osorge and the Dragbn 
Tablaau, rrhioh mti n m  Fn l S 1 ,  was alao mentionsd as b e i w  in the  
Colmbus parade snd appremtly d id  not m i n t o  difficulty. S b o e  (as 
ddemlnable by a piatme made of the Five Craoee at the a m  tims fhaf 
t h e  one above of the St. Osorga ma mde) the Oar of Freedom wns wnvortad 
to t h e  Five Ornoas rhiLa the S t .  Oecrrga still s-bed a telssmper, it i n  
highly p a a i b l e  %hat there m s  something maakiafactory or impsactlcrsl 
about; It. This may have been just a simple thing, suoh as h n a  a me~ha- 
n i m  Chat would permit only posiCiona (all the my up or d m )  while 
that o f  the St, Gsorge oould be stopped st sny height. This w u l d  allow 
the latter to cwpe uith the telephone Industry, e mame* (the Columbus 
paper notrally chided the oity munail for not do* nomething about: ~ t )  
whioh none but the farsighted eduld fcreese *an t h e  CBr o f  Preedom was 
dealgnsd in ism. 

The ral ly  rmiqus f lash of the Forepaugh parade lrrtr *he Clmpatra BsFge 
Float. Thiu  f l oa t  rmrr n w  in 1- and m a  used a h s t  as long as the n a ~ s  
of Forepaugh u a s  aswaiated ~ 5 t h  the ciraus busheas, last appaarhg in 
the Forepaugh-Solla parades of the enrly l W B e .  On S e p t d e r  19, 1S9, 
i t wns severely -gad in a railroad m a &  at Suarshro, I-; and upom 



rema@.bruotiw, rm- 
em1 datai l l  Ln ths 
poop Pnd ~ O F O  
ware w e d .  Clorre 
exnnrinatien PP #a 
.f;PO pboSIogm$ir ua 
+him page dll aLorr 
thaa~r WTsranans. 

Alma ruparbsd b 
THE TEISCOFIHO TAB- 
UM!3 aa ~ 1 s t e I y  
loat in the form 
wrwk mr %e Globe 
Tablaru that mu 
olrZghally %be f o p  
a f  the Car of Fraa- 
dcm. It &dePztly 
was only h & B d  
also, brause 5.b h a  
besn w d b % * d y  
deaaribed Zn paratla 
lineup# for bofh 
1@1 and 1@3, as 
we31 ar be- used 
as a prop la %he 
Fall of IhevIsh 
Specrtaalr in tg*. 



Forepaugh rwQllr t9 fuvw b w n  tihe or%g&tmfor of *a 'Eorf;y Toma d E l m -  
pbaa2un m s p t  aad ma 'Ily%aIy m ~ p o ~ i b l ~  Tea pq@g %ha prrblislh m&s 
for Mpwa, *oh, .ta fha svdea~e &marl- &oppiug ibr oi rmu Isri;a*h- 
ma%, i s  uynozqa~uu h grali21F, t;bs mnarbw af dspI5mto Sn 6hm &&a 
herd, b f t r a ~  be put: fhe sharr on mil6 in 18*, he r& h for elaphmta Ln 
a big nay. 

The nIrrm opbaud for b a d Z ~ d r r  
wi*  on* of t;he mrt mforiuus 
p b l a n  flabphmu t;baL mss msr 
ia tMr oa*. hauda, ar he 
m e  fkst oallul, mm one o f  Me 

e % ~ 8  *ha% FarprprvgB Ir;Pd 
atBrian amqulred e W I  the &,Me 
Herag-%& Es ma apparently 
d d d l w g e d  rhm We Wbie8 b 
port& b3m fmm Sndb im la?* 
tmen Forepaugh snd OWria dL- 
s o l w  their part;nwuhip, Ogrf4n 
took othm elaphm6. Umut 
-% f h  his -6 lnra ohaagd, 
far a &rt while fa bigicr and 
laf sr 00 b a r .  

hrtl the beat of xwoda 
for a & u g h t w  e l m  m a r  
b*, bemuse IwtofiW *ns *n 
acroapta'bZe anad, nuoh ~PAMQL*~~ 
rsFa la~gely mer1a~kd. Ho 
Wld hlr  first W e  in Bnr 
Orlmm In I@%, ME sued h 
3855, and hf6 third 533 leSISo 
-a he m a  still WbLa paper- 
*# A t  Uao and af eha 1$67 m a -  
am* ka Pir3Jlbsd off wslh ia  8. 
( ~ d n  Bill) W%llhma, an a- 
perlaaed tsrixle~ nho had 
hartdled m h  ort t lam ar W- 
bsl, Columtma, P ic tam,  and 
Virgbius me* ~ m p r l ~ a i  tho 
h p m d  and W&w herd jYst 
prior- h bo8 , d d - o t m W *  

At: Isaal: *hrm %baa lrfiils 
~o~eps l l&b  cimd a, he aas 
m b 3 d d  % ahj-Zoqg dacdlirW 
t r m w a  & tO -U~B 
hlm. Znlf%6bslo&arrapein 
WAS p ~ d i m & e .  Dl IS# hDIX 
agah ia la&?* hhs - m a  sp 'badly 
m a d  *C hi# 145s .lam 
pertmmtb Injug, W b  la%w 
m a  said %Q b h a w ,  bslrn the a a a o  
of MI dm% Thia, bprramr, 
did yI& warp mrtil the  aha* 

W H I T E  E L E P H A N T  

Lilly-Looking, Argeweyed Creature 
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~ l 7 . a  -60 he U W - ~  b.o dq. lttr a -1 o p e  
ation m n  p a l o r n d  on h la  foralqa. A mu~sting, to uy tha la&, lo -  
oom* of m a  rurgsrg  ia d s h i l s d  kn the  Chiongo Than for jtms 5, l ee .  
R i a  a k i n  aad nblaton wewe mounted and prsmsrpsd, a t  Past for n rrhils, 
at the had- of 80Xmos In Chioago. 

Romso appars t o  have basn tha only eluphak on fhe ahor tha fir& 
ysar afier the diaaolutioa of the  OtBrim partnnrahip. In l&7, a -11 
performing bull, Baby M a ,  appaarsd, but; the mmt nwsr a a d  t o  have 
emseded im f b u g h  1874. Othera sere aoquird, notably one zuuw k l u b  
RwW1, at tho  auotian of the Thayer Cirms in 1-r but thsse must have 
baan used on other a h  h d l a h  Forepsugh rrss intsreated st Che t h e .  
In '~g75, the l a s t  y a r  o f  Chs wagon s h ,  four rsre okrried, a numibar 
rrhioh aqmlad the s ize  of t h e  herd8 on the Barmrm S h  and on the Hmso 
Orsat Landon Short, both of ddoh r s r e  on mils a t  that t ime. By judkoial 
use o f  nmrlrpaper comcrtlta t o  s F P t  out adverb i~hg  olaims, +ha herd osnstu 
o m  be mry closely approximated at a u v a  in 1678, tan in Un, eleven in 
lw, hmty-one in 1s2, and tusnty-fiw in lBj45. It m y  h a ~ a  de- 
olinsd a l i t t l e  by l&9, the last yenr thsk Msm, Sr., operaked the shm. 

1Pa notorLoua bast; am~patable t o  kmw s h e d  up &il 1882 whcm the 
HLightg Bolivar m a  vmbally inflated to rmtoh Jmb, the Baxam Shmts 
btg ttrrmtp for I&&. The next eelsbrity ma one of the  mst fawus p m -  
tions of pure fraud uver oonosivsd in big-tins sholr business. The big 
faatuse of the Barnun Show in 1% mas an import;ed Siamese white Qsphsnt, 
not a ~ t l y  cite but porlylp~ mn nh%*e a8 they oorne. Again forodd 
t-a oormtnr Bsmum, Forspaugh seleuted one -11 -ugh to be aomealed 
frrrm his non-pylng auatomms while it m u  shuttled beta- the train and 
.the laf h a a, rrhita-ah& it, and ohr ia tmed  it n ~ e  U g M  o i  &hmW 
Than Pollarrd a big and b i t t a r  publioity fusillade to disoredlt: the Barn- 
.crm -1. ma of the better rel iae of this oampaip;n I s  a drmesly ~ o k e b  
=-page oourler mhioh aarried the affidavits of a number of not&- 
ethioal suimt i r ta  and v&eriaas.lans t a a f i f m  tkt the ~ o z q w h  m*r~r 
W B  h & ~ d  %he gm&s veraien. But t h e  rune -8 -n a&e&ed, a 
r q o * e r  for the S p o u s e  (N. Y.) Standard for my a, l ~ k ,  aptly 
it as follcmSr 

Diapbsd El* Ikrarfed $! thq Ecaelltmos of the 3horP 

Adam Fofepaugh h s  s white  elephsnt on his -a. The a n h l  
18, however, only an ita of small aooomt to the show. To 
tell the t k h ,  most of %he thoueanda of people who wers aa- 
a d l e d  bmeath his tmte yesterday were sorely disappointed 
in the beset. kbody, nevartheleea took the pins to h r e  the 
hide of the  beant. Thmrdore the reign* questEon of fts 
genuinmese of *hioh there are  some sorb of doubts murrt be 
p a e d  on to the n d  tam, The an-Z ke at511 in i t s  baby- 
hood =& probabby %a mt old m~ugh ta loron how much o f  a 8tSr 
he l a  a a u a l q  in the kbgdom of man, Ifa hue i s  aahy grerg, t o  
a l l  outwards appearanoer netural, and to a gingerly touah indsl- 
ibls. Its whittmeea is on t h e  whole of a ae@tive so*. Ths 

of the dim have koo may other  things b brag of t o  
s p d  t h e *  tlme prodng the o-in o f  the elephant. In Paot, 
Inare is heard of the "White Elaphantn outside than inside the 
epaoioag tats .  Why bW. Forepawh ahould ham resoit& to any 
effort in the field of legitimate rt-lw, whioh ar~aoks so 



plainly o f  tridksry, 1r of aourss hard t o  tell. The eerly 
death of the mooted w d a r  would be a godsend t o  %he slranr. 
Tk !is an h a i @ f f a t n k  11tLttle beast, undoub.tsdly towhad wp 
for the eouasion. That. %ti a l l  %hers is to it.. . . 

Ths rerrainder of the artiale w d  on to praise the perfornrrnas as it mil 
dessrwd to be, ss it nas thsm ntnr t h e  peak of Its a1L-tha sxoellenos. 

Thsra probably h a m  sever 
bow the eqml of the Forepugh 
Show ~ the wriety and stature 
of the trahed aniaal sote. 
Ilnder the dLreotlon of Adam 
F o ~ ~ l r e p ~ h ,  Jr., *O ably SUP- 
plemmbad h i8  f a t h e r  in t h i s  
depertment evw Ff ha d i d  ham 
P e r y  l i t t l e  abil ity fa busineas 
mrttsrs, +he q h a a i a  lraa on 
developing a t r a h e d  anitwl 
show. 

The fb%t staft;lfng inova- 
t ion o m  as a g-fs behg 
driven around the  ring in 1g79, 
a fsat whioh I hmve nmeF found 
to h~e been wen appmxbmtsd 
until the Chkpperfislde of w- 
land a f ew  ysars baak bmka 
 all George" to be led into 
the ring fn their mixed libs* 
group* All through the 1F%Ys 
the a n h 1  groups were aontinu- 
ally aupentd,  finally reaoh- 
%rig their z d t h  late in Adsm, 
Sr.ts, l i f e .  The fol ladng re- 
vim from *he Toledo (0. ) Blnde 
for June 12, 1a9, v d l l  s e n e  
to o a m q  the soope of t h e s e  
prssmtxiiioxts, ev& if tt is  
ap oIrviously prepred psesa r%- 
leaae.  It o&n all be substan- 

",..The grtmdea% fea tu re  of t h e  show mas the t m b d  s u b a l  sx- 
pmi*ion of Adam Forepaugh, Jr. This pung  mtn, e mare ?my in 
years, but: already t h e  m o d  rridelg horn a n h l  aducrator in the 
uvrld,  presented wer trro aoore of elephants, horses, an& dog8 
tfained entirely by h h a a l f .  The triclce peflonned by some of  
these d l 8  a h a *  surpassd bel ie f .  It ka safe to 8ay tha* 
a tmpete home rsa8 nwer before eahLbitd In Toledo, It: m a  a 
g n u b e  eurprise ta nee me. 'Shis little horee, lrxlrrrm to his 
t rainer  ae B l L ~ s e ,  aprang upon one of bra srrlagfag platforms, 
and at the mrd jump& from one to tha  other* Then he ropaatd 
the j q  thmwh-paper hoops arad r ings of f k e ,  he a a s  akirdgd 
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a rponWaius burat: of nppUiuse, A herd of elephants, lmdsr 
the personal dirwtion of dsam Forspaugh, Jr., &mud a gmu* 
i n s  old-faohfond quadrille, moh to the dellghk of the audi- 
moa. P i o a n W R  a o l m  slaphut, ande Am for the thousand4 
snd then John L. Sullfirsn, a boxing elephant, put on the gloveu 
with Pateey Meagher, the a l m .  The 01- m s  parktally h m k d  
out and floord, and rrhile Patgay and Jo- R u d e  pminhad 
Nm the slephatlt marad rrith diaplmaurs aad the youmgmtera 
ehrisked r l f  h m e r r h o r b .  Blondin, a brave l l t t ls  pony, t h a  
mlkd a tight rope, and nweral dogs tuned somersaults....ths 
o l h  of a thoroughly great perfommme rras reached whmz ddam 
Foreprlgh, Jr., drove forty homes three f h a  around the hip- 
podmme traok at headlong epssd." 

Aside from ergdithg Ildam, Jt., d t h  tm b o  q horses fn hla iiaals, 
one oan spot the prams a g d r g  flamr by knmdq that ~ r o q  Farepaugh 
rras them about t h M y  yaars old, hxFd1y La a s r e  bog in y-ra" d that 
the t&h* rope traversed by the pony B l m d ! b  m e ,  in faat, a plank dsao- 
mtsd b look Xlke a rope.* Hmerthsleas, it must have btrcm qulte a 
task t o  aondnaa a pony to amperate in amh s tura an tMa, a a  would 
also be Che raee in t h e  EaMpue trr~pmre number. Th~r latter, also, has 
an appmxhmte oomterpart; four* today am a grandatand ettmotion 
n h e r o h  a horse leapa f r o m  a plstfotm a f f h s d  to the top of a uar to a 
~ M h r  platform on a l a d  ear while both are in moGion Kith a lmuper- 
to-bumber sepamtion. 

The =En elephant numbera had beem wol* alnea the middle 1870's. 
The S h s t  of the apeoialty nmbers, P h ~ t n h r i j  the o l o m  deghartk, -8 
lntroduoed b la and ma appardly  a strong mottgh attrautlon to rrin 
a b o o m  inta tha T h a t r e  Rogal, Cove Garden, in Inndon, Fagland, for 
the  lmd5 winter stmrson. The CMosgo Tribune for Jms 17, la omem 
up wi%h thia detailed raPisrr of *ha routine r 

"The aleph& 1. a maty-laofdng little beast; wmr lng  s shawl 
lurd aap, rrhass appcrrranos as he takes his asat  on the bmoh 
beside h le  trruher is very muoh like tht o f  a v q  large, 
w r y  fat, and re ry  kmny boy. This m a *  l l f t l e  orsatwe 
h w s  a &air up to the Cable .In d o h  he bikes a seat, rings 
for his &Itmar, and t a k e s  off the  hat of the who s i t a  oppo- 
mite. Ha- usten .rrtrat rms plaasd bsfore him, he r h g a  for 
mre, uhioh he dlsp8ses of with one m e q  of h i s  knmk. Em 
fhlm drinks a bottle of lnge  and ulpea h i s  m o d h  on a nap-. 
Vihm aaked Co pay hie  bill he turn8 over the table and ohairs 
and hurries o f f .  Za. hoodlm style he plays the organ f i l s  
hie aompauions darvre and dames a l e  h i 8  keeper playa." 

The bolxiag elep-, Johu La Sullim, aotually trained by a nag= tnriu- 
er, Eph Thompaon, m e  added Co the prqrsm in l a 5 .  Blondfn, t h e  plapk- 
walk* equine m a  a m  in 1 e .  The I W i p ~ s  n e a r  first apparsd 5m 
1 S g  and m r s  emn*hued for thres y-a. 

Mst of thee8 sots were retakred for the first gar (1890) rFter ths 
a h  m a  sol& to Meears. cnoper, B8fluyB and Basnum. ka3uded in the 
aala aontraot na6 a p d s i o n  that Aaam, Jr., mould s h y  rlth +he shm 
and work t h e  aata for a sason salary of #10,000. 
*A Schemsotady (N. Y.) newspaper, uonmrmtlng about an aooid& that 00- 

a w e d  while af-llng t h e  Blorullfn r2ggw, plrrod S t s  heighR; a t  20 
feu% above the ground. 



At: one time or anothe~ most of the big  nams alarm had a sa~non or no 
rrith Forepiugh. To mantion a ferr are such old-time Pawr i tes  am lZnbsrt 
and ?&rim St idag,  Billy Sholaa, Pauline Lee, Hllis !humour, M e  Ckr- 
rol, Elvita Beminga ,  Tony Iarrande, Willlam Dutton, and ~raak Ikirlvillls. 
It would be both f o o l i a h  and m~notomus ff I should a t t q t  to dm1 d t h  
these truly rrorktrhy performers, BO mg hr*tdlinars dl1 be those who, for 



reasons besides a r m  p m e ,  ooxrtri'trutsd wmthing to the h i a t u ~ y  of 
the &ow. 

me af We mrly hsadl-lnare ma t h e  aid rqusstrfeme Cordella 
(Juliok, M5%-1%6) wh, *ha a jaonlle, nas oomparable to Jesge D e l l b t t  
and W t t l e  lhllis Brawn, although her f m a  mmsd mah esr l i e~ .  a Id&, 
ahe had bsan apprmtiosd by hmr mother f;o John &binson, a rim1 aimmum, 
for a period of f 57% yeare. Weir RobInsona ts tutorage she developed i n t o  
anmvkhiug of a mild stmaation, or a% l s a a t  enough of one to oauae Fore- 
paugh to proselfla hnr for the 1821 ra~eon. lhm Forspepgh played Cin- 
~imati ,  Robhaanre h e  t;orm, he m s  ooafronkud ~ 5 t h  R $43,000 lawauit 
presssd by Rabindon d m  mr ula inhg  triple damtgss for the a b r i d p d  of 
the apprmtiawhip aon+raot. Outeuaibly not tmrslated m a  her marriage 
the same day a t  the  age o f  thirteen t o  a John %rrisy, a orne of sradle 
anatohlsg, possibly qinasrsd as a m e  b f srminate the mthet's jurlr- 
diofion over the subjeut of the a u i f .  

The performnos was built arotmd the h U a b d  a d  rife taam of 
h r g s  k y a l  and ELla ZuUa. Zuila, bssidsa be* an acroomplishd high 
d r e  performer, sewed aa tho mtoher 3a the duo's hrwan mnnanball a&. 
Ihliks today's aats of thia kind that use a nst  to mteh tha h-n pro- 
jwtfls, Z u l h  did that ohore while b a r f e d l ~  m a p d a d  ffom a slagls 
trap high abom the lamaher. It should be etatsd, in fallmass to the 
d a r n  oamcmballsrs, that in the I S 0  veraian the projec%tla nnm lamohad 
a h &  vm%iaally and the 4% staaaa traveled mr relatively  hark. me 
h y n l ~  had a oompet3br by the rtame o f  Zazsl (Rosa H- Rl~loMer) who worked 
sbgls and oaught the trap bar bersdf. Z a c d  was in the buainaaa aa a?- 
ly as 1877, whils t h e  -1s m y  have framsd their a& as l a t e  as 1&-, 
In la, Zarsl unr d t h  the  Porepaugh S h .  By that t h e  she rms the W e  
o f  George e r r ,  than an apprmtiue lratsZLite o f  Jamas A. Ballay,  who 3.u 
1906 8uoosaded J 3 r i L a ~ r  as  the h k ~ g i n g  Ditootor of Bamm & Balltrg, Ltd. 

fhen in It981 wme the burleuqua quasn, Inuime h t a g u e ,  who WE# h i r d  
for $5 per week and prowted ?q= a phouy btrauty wnke3.t ostmmibly to 68- 
loot the %utdaoma& Waim~ Sn $ ! i m i W  tO g m ~ e  ForspalghBs apeotaole 
" la l la  B o k h r s  Departure from  elh hi." While Zaufse m n  t h e  r f g g d  ~ ~ e k  
lmndily mough, i t  t F ~ ~ 6  .t;haf riding elepha~&m awed her muah angutrh. 
In mdfsoe, TTisconain, tm weeke before she war thrown o f f  ~lemplstely, it 

"The ahid expaotanay ma dit&ed tarrardm 'ths b d m s s t  ma- 
an.' When she m e  along bornad about en top of an elepknt ns 
though her b a d  r a a  being brokm at wsrg step, it rather toek 
the m o e  wt of the orim*l hlla Fb* and =dm her lcok 
as though she was a saf&y n l ~ s  for the elsphant, and tbrrt hs 
aarried m o h  st- m d  mas In mmdarg dangrrp? af blonlrig off." 

H w  wury at Wnfarloo, I-, 3x1 duly termhatad h w  usamn. For 1- tb 
nerr parads f l o a t  Cleaplrtm Barge nne built to dtmplay her but she rsfuaed 
b t o u r  bswure she did not get  t h e  hteroora. on ttha treln that una arllod 
for la her aentraot. She ratusned in 1883 b& closed in mid-sewon. In 
litQation fhaZ dragged on for se-1 ysara aha m e  wrlllCua11y arafdsd a 
-11 a m o ~ t  f o r  her hijuries suffered In the Iara aooidant. 

AmiPiag from abroad on the m a ~ e  boat for the  Id@ twiftion mars  butma 
R a g ,  eelebmtsd aomewsaultfsg equs&ricmns# Lillss Dsacon, m g s  rider, 
rrha had mough foreeight to marry the  b m u p  aon bmfore the saascrn w a o  aqer 



a d  m* Wa. A, J r r ~  and the Silkma. The httar,  On@ of the &- 
rte3ading Plying aotr of a l l  t h e ,  m a  haadad up by Comaliuo Silbon *bo 
atrtbred the ahuw'r 1m roufa book, a publimtion w M &  rrnlts right  at the 
t o p  among tho honest ones. En W e  prsPsee, Silbon stated that he nas m a l l  
amre that mdi route booka r a r e  written to plsaas the mgameot;,  but #mf 
hs bd m i n f d i o m  vf muding iamta as everyone kn& that Forqmugh a d  
ha did not 8W aye to we on q thlnga, He promimed dtnd s e m d  td Ylrve 
atuck fo relatfng f'aofa wlfbout elaboration. Es dld, hmrwer, m a t  F&e- 
pawugh ai tbt  

"Dming and running the largeat  traml5ng kentlng s x h i b i t i ~ a  
tihe mrld, and however nnoh at t h e e  he may &fa  forgotta  the 
w e l l - h m n  Ibes--mBm's irhumnttfr to m Blkes ocuntlssr tbu-  
sand8 mourn.' --all fair thinking people must sehmw1e&gs Chat 
exbraordinary a r d l f  I s  due to him for his businssa taat axld 
P~WBI IT I~QB. *  

Silkmfs qmtation naa purposely eele&sd ta p P i d a  an opming to mmtioa 
that Forpiughls gmff  and doninseriq mmer made him unpopular w i t h  his 
employees, Bls takeff..or-lsave-ili a-ktitude m8 not oonduoive ta building 
up a gocd orgalrirrrtion. Be, himself, must h v e  b e a  a supaman to nm euab. 
e large operation with very l l W l s  loyalty f r o m  his w h n t l y  ohmgimg 
a t a f f .  Cwsequsatly, a f t e ~  he dfed, there ras m t h h g  to do but self it as 
Ma SOP m a  mt of the aame v&n as the old maa. 

APtw tth saaooess of the rrild w e d  type of emtertahemt,  as arxeonplifted 
by the Buffalo B a 3 .  Skaom, aeveral cfrcusea, Including Foreparrgh, added u3ld 
weat  ffsaturea to thair pmgramc. fn 3867, the impact m a  mfwr r r i t h  the 
sngag~lelvt o f  Cap+. A. H. Bogardus m d  Sona in a ssharpshoothg a&, but by 
1€%9 thay were do- ff up fn grand a t y h  by re-ssaeriag Cu&w W o e  m 
day. M l y  ona-quarter of the program mas d m t d  to the westem theme 
tht feature3 Willlam F, Carver, ax-pwtner of Bill Cody 5n t h e  or5gfnal 
Buffalo Bill Wtld Weat of I&&. 

Until aonrpalatively reemf times, there were shows on t h e  mad that  ore- 
ated a lot of hsat bemuse they aanationed, or at leae ppermitted, a wrl- 
&y af deraover privlleger to operate. In t h e  pra-20th Cantury era, the 
mmplabts m a t  aStm voiced fn the nerrspapclra ooncecned piclpomkefs, houae 
brdaking, horse rtesllng, and even wholesale thiarrery. The dire& link be- 
h e e m  theas dqrsdations m d  kha s b w s  m a  usually hard to pmw; apd often, 
Fndeed, there w ~ s  m e ,  bmauna t h e  " p ~ f e s s i o ~ l s *  f o l l m e d  t h e  shtms in 
order to have a aroad h *hi& h mrk. Thoae show whioh uade an honest 
efforf to auppraas these a&i-d%iim rere known in the v8mmlar of the 
trade as "Sunday Sohool Shows." 

The Forspawh Shim h e  dreLm more t b  i t 8  fair share of muah b-fr. 
Thcree, collecrtivsly, leave I l t t le  doubt but thst mst of the rowh atuPi 
WELO fully ~ o ~ i o n s d  by the  mmgmBner If there a o ~ g l r f l ~ l r  crud, 
t h e e  m a  no h~aitation t o  ovaradl the capacity even af'ter they had high- 
mmtsd aad atrawad than to tth ehg crurbs. One well-publioitmd hoiBant  
ooourred in Washhgton, D. C., fiere they were not the least b i t  dlplom%t- 
l a  *nkh a delegatton &om a fardgn legation, e ~ r m ,  goin@: su Par an thrrrrr- 
b g  them out and refusing 4x1 rafund t k a i r  m s y  afim theme m a  no% evm 
fftand3.q mom* 



Another pmotioa rlxfeh ham been w e l l  M t t m  up war tht of delaylag 
the sala of t lokstn until a h s t  % h e  for rho doors b open. Mesmrhils, 
aesnxtu m d d  mamar the queue lralting t o  buy fiokrds and offer than at 
a ten-ormt; ants o v r  the eattabliehad pi laa of Sffty eemta, ConmrwbPy, 
other "nimble fingwsd n g d s "  muld be rrorkhg the line ta o o l l d  the 
careharaly guard& pakat;bmks. Afhr the fink& window Pinnltj did 
open, it rms m z u ~ d  for r m ~ y  ymra by Ben Luebis, +Ae m o d  Pamoue " h o t  
ahanger" who wt3~ 801-3 a duoat;. Wtth the help of et few able-bodied a@- 
statant8 t;a bulldoze the I h e  through, Ltanbis oould sell the houae btrt in 
short order. !%it whloh rollorrs i a  a Spriq$iald, Ohio, reparterVs 
~ r 8 i o n  of the praoesdiagst 

Po-reparrghls Tleket Sellar 

Them he sat 5n his wagon, in a f l o w  of perspimkion, g i a  
o u t  t i o k e f s  and maMne; -8 far the thousands and thnusands o f  
peepla that push and surge end Jam and malter in .their efforts 
t o  gat  tm t h e  front m d  seaurs the muah-ca~etsd pasta-hard that 
admit6 *ham to dm the wondera o f  the "great aggregation." lllth 
m o ~ e m d a  a8 w o k  aa l ightniag,  and an exaot, new-fail ing eye, 
he seizes the mnay that ie thruet before him by. t h e  myriads of 
hands, and before their posasrsora are amre of it, thrusts both 
t iulcets and the change into than. All the t h e  ha keeps a m- 
nbg ooavermtion sornathhig like Chiera "Ibw mr*ny do you d l *  
"There yau hvs it." "Put; d m  that money.' "Take arrag that 
barndoor of a hand." "Taks that &my; we take na laad half- 
dollare here-..fake It amy, X say." 'There, Smrtrtg,  you dropped 
your moneys xxor humb for it." %u nednZt go d m  that 
affer ti&at;s~" (as a hand is t h s t  in h i s  faos) ,  ' t h e ~ e ~ s  nom 
there." Onus only during We great mah for tlakgts l a s t  night, 
did  he pause, aa he did so he remarked r "That* s the mret 
atieker I've h d  tonlgW I"  and t)ra turning quiokly to his lef% 
he udooked a tmx and took from it, in hrgs b i l l s ,  the ~hange he 
mntedl  but baf'ore g ivbg  it to its mar Mo qul& eye d e t s a t d  
a look of mnder on the puraharerte Paoe whioh mda Ma inquirer 
-Do you know har muoh wney you gave me?" The lnan hes ibtad far 
a mommf and then answarsdt "No." Well, " shuply replied tha 
tiokd-seller, *you gave me a tmuty-dollar gold picroel" T h a  
Wing; Che pnrohassr h i s  oomaat ahange, he a i d :  "Now t ake  f.C 
and t e l l  the pmpls  that ahomam are a l l  dam& thfmesl" Ha 
o o d d  haoe ohadad the buyer out o f  armem1 dollars W be b a d h e m  
no dfspoaed, and the latter l o u l d  have been mne tha vdser. 

The rMl1 tht d l 1  enable one mtrn in the wurse of an hour and 
s half b ~mpply 1 body of 6,000 or 10,000 people w i t h  tiokstm of 
&ranee, srrd return Co esoh hls oorrsot crhange, is truly rmnder- 
fi1, and rran only be aoquirsd by ymra of aonstmt pra&ioe an& a 
m t w l  aptitude for the ba#fnese. Thia man i s  said t o  be the 
fasteat t i o k d - s e l l e r  in  t h e  world. 

Mrs than likely, a a e  of those auatomers w b  ware adept in mental edth- 
m d i o  would agree tht the report* dtd not oampl#tely understand a l l  
that he sm. 



In the &apt= hsadd "Psrpstuatlq Perepaugh" in q 1957 pmphlut, Tm 
dFPMRS OF Y m  A. BASm, I related the h o t s  ooncamlng Chs purohaee 09 
t h f s  s h  Prom *e Forepugh Estate by Wh Bailgy and h i s  ssaoaiatw. 
There bsimg nathlng *her to tell abut there transautions, f rill olo~ow 
the  atoiy abotrb khe a h m  with a fm aaomsaCa about t h e  p w f o m a e  for tha 
laat five yaass of it. e x i & a o e .  girat of aLI, in h o l u d h g  thms hat 
yaara, I p l e d  guiltg in I f b m l t s h g  q aub-tftle *htrrf  oar a Lrgmut C t r  
aus fmm la to E!!94,n beoaurs Bail* maw h it  tkt the Barn= t hflq 
Shor e a l p a e d  We Forrrpswh S h  whtle ha muttmuad to opwrata both. 

Sinoa the uhmr *a# 6018. ahu&ly before the W opsming, if  rat out 
r*ith the pmf'ommnos as prdoualy set  by the prorepugh mrxlaganent. In 
gem-I, thms =a wwy l i k t l s  ahage Prom the -LF%9 pmgram. b l@l, in 
nhst apptlara to hnva been the f i r& w e  o f  the warpa for d L d  -1 
a d s ,  ftrs Iiona w e e  mrkd 'by a -lo b l l l d  ar Co1. hone nnd Carlotta+ 
Prdwaly, ft *an the praetiua to mrk the in their q a a  af ter  they 
wrps brougkt iln f- the menagerie. 

The LQ fatture for It%%! rarr the Bibliual spwfsolm "Tho mL1 o f  Mine- 
v&,' Wka the big speotacu5arn that were bdng stag& wmourrdlp on 
Bmm & Bailey, this one had a -=%a set, depiotftlg the *aUa and fornra 
o f  the oitp, tht took up the d i r e  &wrt - r tda ssatfw area. It m e  pre- 
a&& fn five tablaaus, the awond of Mob requisd  anclthsr set of t h  
interlor of the oity raith t h o  Rkver T f g r s s  in the beolgromd. The plat  
b w l ~ d  one Jonh, h o  gut the anrae on the F3ng of Hinwefi rrhfle he m e  
aelebmtftsg hi8 v f h r p  over the Y d e m  dth the a l x t y - o d d  'bal le t  g ir l s .  
A t  t h e  height of the rwelrgr, the p r d e r e  danseuse anaotmd the Pas de 
Saul da la met, using arr R prop the Globe B b l r u  pirrtwsd on page 6. 
1% all. d e d  up loith the be* intimidated into bel f tdng  time he md 
hia  ofty were abut t o  be destroy&, no he muld not redat the urgr % 
apply the torah himrrelf. W i t h f n  the bounds of the a-ilable t e a q u e l l  of 
the psriod (cal-otm llights and p3rroteuhafofa), the debale emma to hn- 
been d f  aotivaly ~aeoutad, beoauae at this pow a f f ~ d m t n  i n t e m l s -  
sion m a  suhedald hi the program +a 01- up the debr5a. 

In 1- the b.Lg pduotfon uumbw rraa heriaan RwrrluCion-Soemas 
and httlea o f  1776." Alaough pmg-d for nine acmes, a l l  5hs aoCh 
took plaoe in the o d e r  a r m ,  requirad no e h b r a t a  aomsry, wmpara- 
t i ~ e l y  f ow aupsmwrisa,  and no ball& girrl. In generel, it ms maA 
l a a s  pr&sn*iaus than the Bipe~eh S p e d 0 1 0  af 

Bss& Irit;h t h e  -or deprwaien C k t  5a aserodhksd lith the praidmi- 
tial tern a f  W a r  Clweland, ths a h  lo& hhea*ly Ltl both 1892 and 
U 9 3 r  111 the last yenr t h k  the  F8~apnwh t5-tl.e m a  ~ 8 ~ 3  iodm- 
dily, It urn* orrt an 21 cam- -11, onslrhg show that amiaed all 
the big altiea mad trade3 on t h a  title st the omasroads. 



PREFACE

In this pamphlet, as waa
the case In toy two previous
ones, it haa bean my purpose
to relate some heretofore
unpublished Information
about a specialised oirous
subject. Unlilre my second
one, THE AFFAIHS OF JAMES A.
BAILEY, this one hae had no
source for material oompara-
blo to the MoCftddon Papers
at Princeton ttiivareity.
Rather, the task of searching
for new facts haa more nearly
paralleled that which was re
quired to produce my original
one, THE TELESCOPING TABLEAOS.

The primry source of all
that which is new lie.a been
the annual comments that this
oirous rated in the news-
papers of approximately forty
cities, geographically scat-
tered from Boston to Los
Angelas, notwithstanding
the fact that an appreciable
perosntage of these will re-
veal nothing and that others
are obviously prepared press
releases, this approach will
yield results to the per-
sistent. Besides revealing
an appreciable amount of new
material, these press notices have bean used for verifying, refuting, or
expanding talee originating from easier pursued sources, such as route
books, programs, advertising mediums, and the files of the Paw York Clip-
per.

Again, I am fortunate in being able to tag my daughter Sally, now Hen.
John L. ffeitlauf, Jr., for toy grammatical editor and composer.

Dayton Dally News photo by Joe Wlssel

Copies of this pamphlet,
as well as those of
THE AFFAIRS OF JAMES A. BAILET (July 1957)
and a very limited supply of
THE TELESCOPING TABLEAOS (ibroh 1956)
available from the author at 11.00 each.

Riohard E. Conover
927 Oakland Drive
Xenia, Ohio
15 NoTOBtwr 1959

Copyrighted 1959 by Richard E. Conover



THE G R E A T FOREPAUGH SHOW

ADAM FOREPAUGH
1S31 - 1S90

"I have oorae all the way from Sew York solely to sea Mr. Fore-
paugh's famous show, and I have bean amply repaid for so doing.
It is novel, varied and interesting and I say without hesita-
tion that this exhibition cannot ba surpassed tiy any manager in
the country ~ not even by myself," P. T. Barman, aa quoted in
The Evening Star, Washington, D. C., April 5, 1^73.

Tfhila Mr. Barnum was never loiovm to refuse to nake a public statement
that stood a chance of reaping a little publicity for himself, his admie-
sion that the Forapaugh Show was at least the equal of his is probably an
understatement of the faot. Although now largely buried in obscurity,
there is ample evidence that Barnum's "Greatest Show on Earth" was not the
greatest while Adam Forepaugh, himself, directed the competition.

It all began in 136tt when Forapaugh, then an omnibus line operator in
Philadelphia, became interested to the artent of about fifty horses in
the Tom King 4 O'Brien Exoelsior Circus. Tom King was a hired performer,
but the show was owned and operated by John "Fogey" O'Brien whose Immor-
tality hae survived principally because of hie reputation for being tha
most degenerate of all the old time oirous managers. Early in the season



Forepaugh joined out so as to better protect his investment. Along about
mid-aeason the Uabie Menagerie, an old established show of respectable
size dating back to 18̂ 0, ran into difficulties, and Forepaugh and O'Brien
bought it* They then hired Dan Rioe, the first big-name American circus
clown, as the feature and titled the show The Dan Rioe Menagerie.

About this time, Rice's popularity was on the wane. This was partly
attributable to the increasing size in circus tents which was forcing a
switch from talking to pantomimic clowning, but it was mostly because the
public was beginning to tire of Rice's material. Be was wont to class
his speeches, heavily shaded with harangues against politicians and his
own personal enemies as entertainment. There are those who knew both who
have compared Rioe with the late Till Rogers, forgetting perhaps that
Rogers never had to resort to ridiculing enemies to sell comedy* For the
first two seasons the show was nothing more than a menagerie plus a plat-
form from which Rioe orated. In 1365 they closed the tour in Gerard, Pa.,
Rice*s home town, on the first of November. They used the occasion to
dedicate the monument that Rioe had ereoted to the memory of the men from
Girard who had died in the Civil War. It has been alleged that Rice made
this gesture to smooth over the rumors that he had been a Southern sympa-
thizer during the conflict that had just ended. This memento, which is
still in the middle of the main street, is about all that remains in Sir-
ard to recall that it was onoe an important circus center.

Meanwhile, in April, 1865, Forepaugh had bought out O'Brien. In 1866,
while still using the Dan Rice title, a small performance was added. In
1867 the title was changed to Forepaugh's Circus and Menagerie. For bet-
ter than a deoade it was the largest wagon show that ever toured, being
by 1873 °n 62 wagons and cages. Several times while still a wagon show,
long moves were made by railroad, particularly at the beginning and end
of the season whan the rails were used to transfer between the Middle West
and the Philadelphia winterquartars.

Any mode of trouping will have its tribulations, but here are a couple
of adversities which plagued this show while it traveled by wagons. At
Wilmington, Ohio, in 1669 the giraffe den was trapped beneath a railroad
underpass and had to be dug out by trenching for the wheels.* Another oc-
curred during the last year of wagon travel (1875) when the losses for a
single day tallied two valuable animals, one a rhinocerous that had its
back broken when its cage fell through a bridge while enroute from Amster-
dam to Soheneetady, and the other a giraffe which was overly chilled dur-
ing a cold upstate New York October night.

Forapaugh's first show train was built by th? firm of Barney A Smith
of Dayton, Ohio. One account places this procurement at J7 forty-two-
foot cars; and, considering the size of the show at the time, this seems
reasonable. There were only two sleeping coaches on tha train until 1879
when a private car was added for the Forepaugh family. During the general
expansion of 1882-85 it appears that this train was replaced with sixty-
foot oars. While the size of the show was variously advertised as being
on 50 to 60 oars, the only reliable record available would be in the legal
brief for a lawsuitt Forepaugh vs. Delaware, lackawana, and Western Rail-
road, a copy of which is on file in the Philadelphia Library. This suit
was enjoined as a result of a wreck in 1886. On that occasion the contract

^Courtesy of Iferion W, Organ, Circus Historian, Wilmington, Ohio



with the railroad called for the movement of 5 coaches, 2 box oars, 23
flat oar8, 9 stock oars, 3 elephant oars, and 3 advance oars—a total of
1*5.

In 1879 both the Cooper 4 Bailey and the IT. W. Cole shows pioneered the
use of electricity for circus lighting. Apparently, their biggest diffi-
culty was in counteracting the rat sheets put out by the opposition warn-
ing the public to stay away because this new-fangled brilliance would ruin
their eyes. Following their success, Forepaugh contracted for a system of
twelve lamps for the 1880 season. These were bought from a Mr. Vanderpols
of Detroit, who hoisted a cluster up one of the center poles to denonstrat
them when the circus played Detroit on July 7, 1879. These, of course,
were arc lights as the day of the incandescent lamp was just dawning.

While Forepaugh lagged his competitors by a number of years in switch-
ing to railroad transportation and by one season in lighting his tent by
electricity, he was an early user of large tents and an experimenter in
various tenting arrangements to arrive at the best layout for exhibiting
a combined' ring performance and menagerie.

A non-reproducible picture, taken in Jamestown, M. T., on July 9, 186U,
of the Forepaugh-and-O'Brien-owned Dan Rioe Menagerie, shows a spread of
canvas estimated to be at least a 100-foot top with five or six short mid-
dles, a size that would be considered to be very large for that period.

In 1367, a 120-foot top with two 1^0-foot middles was used, the ring
performance being given in one end and the menagerie exhibited in the
other. By 1869, the menagerie was staked out in a separate tent, an ar-
rangement that held through 1871. By 1873, with the museum extensively
augmented, five tents were required. The performance was given in a 130
with one liO-foot middle, and both the museum and the menagerie required
a pair of 100-foot round tops.

In the fall of 1873 a really novel arrangement was under consideration,
because it was announced that for 1874 the menagerie and museum would com-
pletely surround the seating of the circus proper. The top was to have
three sets of quarter poles with the cages, etc., located between the out-
er set and the side poles. Apparently, this plan was abandoned because
the show went out with three tents in 187U«

In 1873 the big top was a llj.0, and the menagerie and museum were in a
100 with six ^0-foot middles* This six-pole menagerie seems to have been
retained through 1883, when a separate tent was added for the elephants.
The first season with two rings was 1880, and this size was held until
1885 when another middle and a stage were added. For the opening date, in
combination with Barnum & London at Philadelphia in 1886, the first six-
pole big top in circus history was erected] and the combined performance
was given in four rings and a stage.

MOMMIES AND MECHANISMS

The same philosophy that has prompted one of our better-known, present-
day pit show operators to switch from exhibiting apes to rubber whales be-
cause "My new attraction does not eat" probably applied, in part, to the
"long Line of Closed Parade Dens" on the Forepaugh Show. Like his content-



porary Barnum, Porepaugh sought to emulate Ifcdaae Tussard's Wax laismaa.
However, several of his exhibits are worthy of note,

As evidenced by the listings in the center of the document reproduced
on the opposite page, the wax department was quite extensive and would
require several "cages" to adequately display them. Another unit known
to have existed In 1872 was a sculptured tableau portraying The Lord's
Last Supper. Several of these displays were animated, and a steam engine
was carried to drive them* Automation was oven used in the parade. On
top of some of the wagons were mechanical acrobats which performed while
being drawn in the procession with the power derived from the axle.

Except for the animals, practically everything In the dormantown, Pa.,
winterquarters was sold to the Insurance company In a fire that occurred
on December 20, 1873' After two previous experiences with fires In quar-
ters, Forepaugh apparently saw the profit in insuring. The undated docu-
ment, opposite, appears to have been compiled for the purpose of obtaining
bids on insurance rates. That he was insured is confirmed by an account
of the conflagration written up in the Philadelphia Public Ledger, which
lists In detail the property destroyed and the amount of insurance car-
ried. * The assist from the Philadelphia newspaper definitely dates the
insurance dooument, which is from the Hertiberg Collection In the San An-
tonio Public Library, and enables us to determine the sine of the show in
1873.

Following the fire of '75, the museum department was rebuilt and car-
ried until the late seventies, after which it was either deleted or de-
cidedly de-emphasised. In 1375 the mechanisms were » mechanical organ
and a Jet-stream water fountain, the latter being the first of a long line
of hypothetical air conditioners In circus history, as it was advertized
as "a fountain of real water that sends forth a refreshing coolness into
the menagerie and museum pavilions." Also presented was a sealed-down-to -
sise working model of the Grotto of Stalacta, the featured set from The
Black Crook, that slightly risque, for its day, girl show that ran for
U75 consecutive performances at Kiblo'e Garden in How York City in the
late 1S560'G. It was this production that Inflicted the first defeat on
the "holler than thou" leagues who are ever wont to inflict their assumed
censorship privileges on any form of entertainment not Intended strictly
for children. In 18y6 another particularly artistic display, "Rome at
Night," was fitted up in a cage-Biro wagon complete with unique lighting
effects, achieved before the day of Edison's Invention, playing on a mini-
ature of the Eternal City.

FOHEPAtBHtS GRAND FAHADE WAGONS

Besides the usual parade flash one would expect to find in the better
circuses, the Forepaugh Show had three distinctive vehicles. These were
the Five Graces Bandwagon, the St. George and the Dragon Tableau, and the
Cleopatra Barge Float, The history of the first two of these was dis-
cussed to some length in my 1956 pamphlet—THE TELES COP IB 0 TABLEATJS. Ths
recurrence of the subject provides an opportunity to introduce later dis-
coveries which will add to the story as previously related.

In that pamphlet, I concluded that the parade wagon now known as the
Five Graces was once equipped with a retractable superstructure, thereby

"I am particularly indebted to P, Kerak Shecktor, Plymouth Meeting, Pa.,
for looking up this reference for me.
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classifying it us a
telesooper. In this
instance, the re-
tractable portion was
the globe-lion group
pictured here before
it was made into a
separate piece. Sub-
sequent research has
further substantiated
my baaio conclusion)
in faot, I have come
up with everything
necessary to definite-
ly prove It except
for the all-important
picture. The wagon's
original name has now
been revealed. In
several sources, dated
in IggO, it was re-
ferred to and de-
scribed as "The Gam
Bossed Car of Freedom,
illustrating, reli-
gion, education, law.

and peace

Forepaugh's Globe Tableau
Prinoeton ItoiverBity Library photograph

^_^_ peace
surmounted bythe allegorical representation of the Goddess of Liberty,"
the latter being the show girl who rode In the ohalr on the top of the
globe> So now, in addition to the vehicle's name, wo have those (under-

Five Graces Bandwagon Princeton University Library Photograph



•'*,

St. George and the Dragon Tableau IfoClljitoolc Photograph

lined) of the creatures that have been passed off as the Five Graces for
the past seventy years.

The reoent discoveries do, however, nullify my original conjecture
that the telescoping configuration existed for only one yearj because ao-
oounte of the globe superstructure becoming tangled up in telephone wires
have since be«n found tn the Bridgeport (Coon.) Kranln^ Times for July 17,
1279, tho Toledo (Ohio) Blade for August S, 1SS80, and the Columbus (Ohio)
Dispatch for July 17, 1832. All of these state that it ma necessary to
raise the wires in order to fr«e the wagon. The St. George and the Dragon
Tableau, which was new in iSSl, was also mentioned as being In the 1SS2
Columbus parade and apparently did not run into difficulty. Since (as
dBtsrminable by a picture made of the Five Graces at the same time that
the one above of the St. George was made} the Car of Freedom was converted
to the Five Graces while the St. George still remained a telesooper, it is
highly possible that there was something unsatisfactory or impractical
about it. This may have been just a sijnple thing, such as having a mecha-
nism that would permit only two positions (all tha way up or down) while
that of the St. George could be stopped at any height. This would allow
the latter to oope with the telephone industry, a menace (the Columbus
paper actually ohided the city council for not doing something about it)
which none but the farsighted oould foresee when the Car of Freedom wae
designed in

The really unique flash of the Forepaugh parade was the Cleopatra Barge
Float. This float was new in 1832 and was used aljoost as long as the name
of Forepaugh WBB associated with the circus business, last appearing in
the For epaugh-S ells parades of the early 1900'e. On September 19, 1&&9,
it was severely damaged in a railroad wreck at Scarsboro, Iowa; and upon
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reoonntruction, a tev-
eral details In the
poop and fora deolca
wore changed. Cloae
examination of the
tiro photographs on
thie page will ahow
these differences.

Also reported in
THE TELESCOPING TAB-
LEADS ae completely
lost in the Iowa
wreck wan the Globa
Tableau that was
originally the top
of the Car of Free-
dom. It evidently
was only damaged
also, because it has
been uranietakenly
described in parade
lineups for both
1̂ 91 and 1893, as
well aa being used
aa a prop in the
Fall of Hinevoh
Spectacle in 1J392.

The Cleopatra Barge
Reconstructed Version

The photographs on this page are from the
William Woodoook Collection

The Cleopatra Barge Original Version



THE PACHYDERM PARADE

WONDERFUL SIAMESE, SACRED ROtAL

WHITE ELEPHANT!

Forepaugh seems to have been the originator of the "Forty Tons of Ele-
phants" concept and was largely responsible for pegging the public's gage
for bigness, which, to the average American shopping for oirous entertain-
ment, is synonymous to quality, on the number of elephants in the show's
hsrd. After he put the show on ralla in 1876, he went in for elephants in
a big way.

The show opened for business
with one of the most notorious
problem pachyderms that was ever
in this oountry. Canada, as he
was first called, was one of the
two elephants that Foropaugh and
O'Brien acquired with the Stable
Menagerie. He was apparently
mlddle-eged when the Ifabias im-
ported him front India in l&ltf.
When Forepaugh and O'Brien dis-
solved their partnership, O'Brien
took the other elephant. About
that time hie name was changed,
for a short while to Solplo and
later to Romeo.

Romeo had the beet of records
for slaughtering elephant men)
but, because notoriety was, an
acceptable asset, suoh incidents
were largely overlooked. He
killed his first handler in New
Orleans in 1S52, his aeoond in
1855, and his third in lS6o
while he was still &hbie proper-
ty. At the end of the 136? sea-
son, he finished off William S.
(Canada Bill) Williams, an ex-
perienced trainer who bad
handled such outlaws as Hanni-
bal, Columbus, Pizrarro, and
Virginiue that oomprited the
Raymond and Waring herd just
prior to the ndd-oentury.

At least three times while
Forepaugh owned him, he was
subjected to day-long dociliting
treatments in order to aubdue
him. In 1366 he lost an eye in
the punishment. In 136S and
again in 1869, he was so badly
mauled that his legs suffered
permnent injury, which later
was said to have been the cause
of his death. This, however,
did not ooour until the show

i»«r\n WIIH TMI: mien1

F O R E P A U G H S H O W !
•.:,*.„ ii. jut, to,,,,..! i...,,, ,,,.i.,]i Kti.iiit .\rti:j;smiv

SATURDAY MAY 31.
JWh»|* 1.. I. «*EI

WH ITE ELE PH A NT
',.1 ---I hi II- Tiitfl™! Sf**ntifie

"THE CEW or rm SKY ANO The CLORV OF Tut L*KD."

. ,
-̂ HMi.tt *liil rnK.urji^J Ui..j,iii.,TJ,

'

Lilly-Looking, Argent-eyed Creature
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played Chicago In 1872. There h« succumbed two daya after a brutal oper-
ation waa performed on hl« forelega. A nauseating, to lay the least, ae-
count of tfali surgery IB detailed ia the Chicago Times for Jvme 5 IgTS.
His akin and skeleton were mounted and preserved, at least for a while
at the Academy of Soienoe In Chicago.

Homeo appears to have been the only elephant on the show the firet
year after the diaeolutlon of the O'Brien partnership. In 1867, a amll
performing bull. Baby Annie, appeared, but the count never aeemed to have
exceeded two through IS?!*. Othera were acquired, notably one name Lallah
Rooldi, at the auction of the Thayer Circus In lS&9j but these muat have
been used on other ahowa in which Porepaugh was interested at the time.
In 1S75, the last year of the wagon show, four were carried, a number
which equaled the alie of the herds on the Barnum Show and on the Howea
Great London Show, both of which were on rails at that time. By Judicial
uee of newspaper oommante to sift out advertising claims, the herd census
can be very closely approximated at seven in 1678, ten in 1879, eleven in
IfSSO, twenty-one in ISSE, and twenty-five in 1283-65. It may have de-
clined a little by 1889, the Hat year that Adam, Sr., operated the ahow.

No notorious beast comparable to Borneo showed up until 1SS2 when the
Mighty Bolivar was verbally inflated to match Jumbo, the Barnura Show's
big trump for 1882. The next celebrity WAS one of the nest fanoua promo-
tions of pure fraud ever conceived in big-time show business. The big
feature of the Barnum Show in ISSlt was an imported Siameae white elephant,
not exactly snow-white but perhaps aa white as they oome. Again forced
to counter Barnum, Porepaugh selected one small enough to be concealed
from his non-paying customers while it waa shuttled between the train and
the lot in a van, white-washed it, and ohriatened it "The Light of Asia."
Then followed a big and bittor publicity fusillade to discredit the Bftm-
um animal. One of the better relica of this campaign is a densely packed
12-page courier which carried the affidavits of a number of not-too-
ethioal scientists and veterinarians testifying that the Porepaugh entry
was Indeed the genuine version. But the ruse was soon detected, and u
reporter for the Syraouae (N. Y.) Standard for Jfey lh, ISSU, aptly puts
it as followsi

Disputed Elephant Dirarfed by the Sicoallgnoe o£ the Show

Adam Forepaugh haa a white elephant on his hands. The animal
la, however, only an Item of small aooount to the show. To
tell the truth, moat of the thousands of people who were as-
sembled beneath his tenta yesterday ware sorely disappointed
In the beast. Nobody, nevertheless took the pains to lave the
hide of the beast. Therefore the reigning question of its
genuineness of which ttiere are some sort of doubts must be
passed on to the next town. The animal is still In its baby-
hood and probably is not old enough to know how much of a stir
he ia causing In the kingdom of man. Its hue is ashy gray, to
all outwards appearance natural, and to a gingerly touch indel-
ible. Its whiteness is on the whole of a negative sort. The
iMinagament of the show havo too many other things to brag of to
spend their time proving the origin of the elephant. In fact,
more is heard of the "White Elephant" outside than inside the
spacious tents. TJhy Ifr. Forepaugh should have resorted to any
effort in the field of legitimate rivalry, which sraaoka so
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plainly of trickery, is of ooursa hard to toll. The early
death of the mooted monster would ba a godsend to the show.
It is an insignificant little beast, undoubtedly touched up
for the occasion. That is all there is to it..,.

The reminder of the article went on to praise the performance as it well
deserved to ba, as it was than near the peak of its all-tine excellence.

THE ftOADRUPED STAES

There probably has never
been the equal of the Forejaugh
Show in the variety and stature
of the trained aninal acts.
Under the direction of Adam
Forepaugh, Jr., who ably sup-
plemented his father in this
department evan if he did have
very little ability la business
matteri, the emphasis was on
developing a trained animal
show.

The first startling inova-
tion came as a giraffe being
driven around the ring in 1&"79,
a feat which I have never found
to have been even approximated
until the Chipperfielda of Qig-
land & few years baok broke
"Tall George" to be led into
the ring in their mixed liberty
group. All through the iSSO's
the animal groups were continu-
ally augmented, finally reach-
ing their zenith late in Adam,
Sr.'s, life. The following re-
view from the Toledo (0.) Blade
for June 12, 1339, will serve
to convey the saope of these
presentations, evan if it ia
an obviously prepared press re-
lease. It can all be eubetan-

AdamrFor«paugh, Jr.
1859 - 1919

tiated by other scattered sources which do not sunnariee it naarly so well.

"...The grandest feature of the show was the trained animal ex-
position of Adam Forepaugh, Jr. This young man, a mere boy in
years, but already the most widely known animal educator in the
world, presented ovar two score of elephants, horses, and dogs
trained entirely by hijnaelf. The tricks performed by some of
these animals almost surpassed belief. It is safe to say that
a trapese horse was never before exhibited in Toledo. It was a
genuine surprise to see ona. Thia little horse, known to his
trainer as Eclipse, sprang upon one of two swinging platforms,
and at the word jimpad from one to tha other. When he repeated
the jump through paper hoops and rings of fire, he TOS awarded
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a spontaneous burst of applause. A herd of elephants, under
the pareonal direction of Adam Forepaugh, Jr., danced a gam-
ine old-fashioned quadrille, much to th« delight of the tuidi-
enoe. Ploanlnny, a clovn tilaphxnt, made fun for the thousands,
and then John L. Sullivan, a boxing elephant, put on the gloves
with Patsey Heagher, the clown. The clown was partially knocked
out and floored, and while Patsey and Johnny Purvis punlahed
him the elephant roared with displeasure and the youngsters
ehrlekad with merriment. Blondin, a brave little pony, thai
walked a tight rope, and several doge turned somersaults. . ..the
ollimx of a thoroughly great performance wae reached when Adam
Forepaugh, Jr., drove forty horses three times around the hip-
podrome track at headlong speed. "

Aside from crediting Adam, Jr., with ten too many horses In his finale,
one can spot the press agentry flavor by knowing that young Forapaugh
was then about thirty years old, hardly "a mere boy ia years" and that
the tight rope traversed by the pony Blondin was, in faot, a plsnk deco-
rated to look like a rope.* Nevertheless, it must have been quite a
task to oonvlnoe a pony to cooperate in such a turn as this, as would
also be the oase In the Eclipse trapeze number. The latter, also, has
an approxijnate counterpart touring today as a grandstand attraction
wherein a horse leaps from a platform affixed to the top of a oar to a
similar platform on a lead oar while both are In motion with a bumper-
to-bumber separation.

The mass elephant numbers had been evolving since the middle 1370' E ,
The first of the specialty numbers, Pioaninny the clown elephant, was
introduced in 1SSU and waa apparently a strong enough attraction to win
a booking into the Theatre Royal, Co-vent Garden, In London, England, for
the lgSU-85 trinter season. The Chicago Tribune for June 17, IgSU, comes
up with this detailed review of the routinei

"The elephant is a rusty-looking little beast wearing a shawl
and cap, whose appearance as he takes his seat on the bench
beside his trainer Is very much like that of a very large,
very fat, and very funny bey. This amusing little creature
draws a chair up to the table in which he takes a seat, rings
for his dinner, and takes off the hat of the mn who sits oppo-
site. Having eaten what was placed before him, he rings for
more, which he disposes of with one sweep of his trunk. Be
then drinks a bottle of wine and wipes his mouth on a napkin.
Tlhon asked to pay hia bill he turns over the table and chairs
and hurries off. In hoodlum style he plays the organ while
his companions dance and dances while his keeper plays."

The boxing elephant, John L. Sullivan, actually trained by a nagro train-
er, Eph Thompson, was added to the program In 16S5* Blondin, the plank-
walking equine was new in Ig37« The Eclipse number first appeared in

and was continued for three years.

Itoat of these aots were retained for the first year (l&*90) after the
show was sold to Messrs. Cooper, Bailey, and Barnum. Included In the
aale contract was a provision that Adara, Jr., would stay with the show
and work the acts for a season salary of $10,000.
•A Schaneotady (H. T. ) newspaper, oonmenting about an accident that oc-
curred while dismantling the Blondin rigging, placed its height at 20
feet above the ground.
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ECLIPSE

TEE HEADLINERS

At anu tine or another moat of the big name stars had a season or ao
with Forspaugh. To mention a few are such old-time favorites as Robert
and Qontt Stlokney, Billy Sholea, Pauline Lae, Millie Tumour, Annie Car-
rol, Elvira Henmings, Tony Lowande, ffilllani Dutton, and Prani Melville.
It irould be both foolish and monotonous if I should attempt to deal with
these truly worthy performers, BO my headllnere will be those who, for



reasons besides arena prowess, contributed something to the history of
the show.

One of the early headlinere was the child equestrienne Cordelia
(Juliok, U55S-1.916) who, when a juvenile, was comparable to Josie DeMott
and Little Ifcllie Brown, although her fame waned much earlier. In 1868,
she had been apprenticed by her mother to John Robinson, a rival showman,
for a period of five years. Under Robinson's tutorage she developed into
something of a mild sensation, or at least enough of one to oause Fore-
paugh to proselyte her for the 1371 season. Tlhen Forepaugh played Cin-
cinnati, Robinson's home town, he was confronted with a 1^5,000 lawsuit
pressed by Robinson who was claiming triple damages for the abridgment of
the apprenticeship contract. Ostensibly not unrelated was her marriage
the same day at the age of thirteen to a John Morrisy, a case of oradle
snatching, possibly engineered as a move to terminate the mother's juris-
diction over the subject of the suit.

The 1SSO performance was built around the husband and wife team of
George Loyal and Ella Zuila. Zuila, besides being an accomplished high
wire performer, served as the catcher in the duo's human cannonball aot.
Unlike today's aots of this kind that use a net to catch the human pro-
jectile, Zuila did that chore while invertedly suspended from a single
trap high above the launcher. It should be stated, in fairness to the
modern oannonballers, that in the 1880 version the projectile was launched
almost vertically and the distance traveled was relatively short. The
Loyals had a competitor by the name of Zazel (Rosa H. Riohter) who worked
single and caught the trap bar herself. Zazel was in the business as ear-
ly as 1877, while the Loyala may have framed their aot as late as 1879.
In 1891, Zazel was with the Forepaugh Show. By that time she was the wife
of George Starr, then an apprentice satellite of James A. Bailey, who in
1906 succeeded Bailey as the Managing Director of Barnum & Bailey, Ltd.

Then in 1881 came the burlesque queen, Louise Montague, who was hired
for $75 par week and promoted by a phony beauty contest ostensibly to se-
lect the "Handsomest Woman in America" to grace Forepaugh's spectacle
"Lalla Bookh's Departure from Delhi." TOiile Louise won tha rigged contest
handily enough, it seems that riding elephants caused her much anguish.
In M»di son, Wisconsin, two weeks before she was thrown off completely, it
was evident to the State Journal's reporter that she was no natural-born
mahout. Sympathetically, he writest

"The chief expectancy was directed towards 'the handsomest wom-
an. ' Yihen she came along bounced about on top of an elephant as
though her back was being broken at every step, it rather took
the romance out of the oriental Lalla Rookh, and made her look
as though she was a safety valve for the elephant, and that he
carried too much steam and was in momentary danger of blowing off."

Her injury at Waterloo, Iowa, in July terminated her season. For 1882 the
new parade float Cleopatra Barge was built to display her but she refused
to tour because she did not get the stateroom on the train that was called
for in her contract. She returned in 1883 bu* closed in mid-season. In
litigation that dragged on for several years she was eventually awarded a
small amount for her injuries suffered in the Iowa accident.

Arriving from abroad on the same boat for th« 1882 edition were Louisa
Rent, celebrated somersaulting equestrienne} Lillie Deacon, menage rider,
who had enough foresight to marry the boss' son before the season was over
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and became lira. Adam, Jr.j and the Silbons. The latter, one of the out-
standing flying acts of all time, was headed up by Cornelius Silbon who
authored the show's 1SSJ route book, a publication which ranks right at the
top among the honest ones. In the preface, Silbon stated that he was well
aware that most route books were written to please the management, but that
he had no intention of courting favors as everyone knew that For spang h and
he did not see eye to eye on many things. He promised and seemed to have
stuck to relating facts without elaboration. He did, however, credit Fore-
paugh with:

"Owning and running the largest traveling tenting exhibition in
the world, and however much at times he may have forgotten the
well-known lines—'Man's inhumanity to man makes countless thou-
sands mourn.1—all fair thinking people must acknowledge that
extraordinary credit is due to him for hie business tact and
perseverence."

Silbon1 s quotation was purposely selected to provide an opening to mention
that Forepaugh's gruff and domineering manner made him unpopular with his
employees. His take-it-or-leave-it attitude was not conducive to building
up a good organization. He, himself, must have been a superman to run such
a large operation with very little loyalty from his constantly changing
staff. Consequently, after he died, there was nothing to do but sell it as
his son was not of the same vein as the old man.

After the success of the wild west type of entertainment, as exemplified
by the Buffalo Bill Show, several circuses, including Forepaugh, added wild
west features to their programs. In 1837, the impact was minor with the
engagement of Capt. A. H. Bogardua and Sons in a sharpshooting act, but by
1&$9 they were doing it up in grand style by re-massacring Custer twice a
day. Fully one-quarter of the program was devoted to the western theme
that featured William F. Carver, ex-partner of Bill Cody in the original
Buffalo Bill Wild West of IgSSl;.

STfflMY SCHOOL IS GOT

Until comparatively recent times, there were shows on the road that cre-
ated a lot of heat because they sanctioned, or at least permitted, a vari-
ety of undercover privileges to operate. In the pre-20th Century era, the
complaints most often voiced in the newspapers concerned pickpockets, house
breaking, horse stealing, and even wholesale thievery. The direct link be-
tween these depredations and the shows was usually hard to prove; and often,
indeed, there was none, because the "professionals" followed the shows in
order to have a crowd in which to work. Those shows whioh Hade an honest
effort to suppress these activities were known in the vernacular of the
trade as "Sunday School Shows."

The Forepaugh Show has drawn more than its fair share of such beefs.
These, collectively, leave little doubt but that most of the rough stuff
was fully sanctioned by the management. If there was an overflow crowd,
there was no hesitation to oversell the capacity even after they had high-
seated and strawed them to the ring curbs. One well-publicised incident
occurred In Washington, D. C., where they were not the least bit diplomat-
ic with a delegation from a foreign legation, even going so far as throw-
ing them out and refusing to refund their money when there was not even
standing room.
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Another practice which has bean well written up was that of delaying

the sale of tickets until almost tine for the doors to open. Meanwhile,
agents would canvass the queue waiting to buy tickets and offer them at
a ten-cent ante over the established price of fifty cents. Concurrently,
other "nimble fingered agents" would be working the line to collect the
carelessly guarded pocketbooks. After the ticket window finally did
open, it was manned for many years by Ben Lusbie, the most famous "fast
changer" who ever sold a ducat. With the help of a few able-bodied as-
sistants to bulldoze the line through, Lusbie could sell the house out in
short order. That which follows is a Springfield, Ohio, reporter's
version of the proceedings:

Forepaugh' s Ticket Seller
There he sat in his wagon, in a flow of perspiration, giving

out tickets and making change for the thousands and thousands of
people that push and surge and Jam and swelter in their efforts
to get to the front and secure the much-coveted paste-board that
admits them to view the wonders of the "great aggregation." With
movements as quick as lightning, and an exact, never-failing eye,
he seizes the money that is thrust before him by the myriads of
hands, and before their possessors are aware of it, thrusts both
tickets and the change into them. All the time he keeps a run-
ning conversation something like this: "How many do you want?"
"There you have it." "Put down that money." "Take away that
barn-door of a hand." "Take that away; we take no lead half-
dollars here—take it away, I say." "There, Smarty, you dropped
your money} now hunt for it.B "You needn't go down my throat
after tickets)" (as a hand is thrust in his face), "there's none
there." Once only during the great rush for tickets last night,
did he pause, and as he did so he remarked: "That's the worst
sticker I've had tonightj" and then turning quickly to his left
he unlocked a box and took from it, in large bills, the change he
wanted) but before giving it to its owner his quick eye detected
a look of wonder on the purchaser's face which made him inquire:
"Do you know how much money you gave me?" The man hesitated for
a moment and then answered: "No." "Well," sharply replied the
ticket-seller, "you gave me a twenty-dollar gold pleceJ" Then
handing the purchaser his correct change, he said: "Now take it
and tell the people that showmen are all damned thieves!" He
could have cheated the buyer out of several dollars if he had been
so disposed, and the latter would have been none the wiser.

The skill that will enable one man. in the course of an hour and
a half to supply a body of 8,000 or 10,000 people with tickets of
entrance, and return to each his correct change, is truly wonder-
ful, and can only be acquired by years of constant practice and a
natural aptitude for the business. This man is said to be the
fastest ticket-seller in the world.

More than likely, some of those customers who were adept in mental arith-
metic would agree that the reporter did not completely understand all
that he saw.
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UDDER THE REGIME OF JAMES A. BAILET

In the chapter headed "Perpetuating Forepaugh" in my 1957 pamphlet, THE
AFFAIRS OF JAMES A. BAILEY, I related the facts concerning the purchase of
this show from the Forepaugh Estate by Mr. Bailey and his associates.
There being nothing further to tell about these transactions, I will close
the story about the show with a few comments about the performance for the
last five years of its existence. First of all, in including these last
years, I plead guilty in liberalising my sub-title "America's Largest Cir-
cus from 1S6U to 1&9U," because Bailey saw to it that the Barnum ft Bailey
Show eclipsed the Forepaugh Show while he continued to operate both.

Since the show was sold shortly before the 1890 opening, it went out
with the performanoe as previously set by the Forepaugh management. In
general, there was very little change from the 1889 program. In 1891, in
what appears to have been the first use of the steel arena for wild animal
acts, five lions were worked by a couple billed as Col. Boons and Carlotta.
Previously, it was the practice to work the oats in their cages after they
were brought in from the menagerie.

The big feature for 1892 was the Biblical spectacle "The Fall of Nine-
veh." Like the big spectaculars that were being staged concurrently on
Barnum & Bailey, this one had a scenic set, depicting the walls and towers
of the city, that took up the entire short-side seating area. It was pre-
sented in five tableaus, the second of which required another set of the
interior of the city with the River Tigres in the background. The plot
involved one Jonah, who put the curse on the King of Nineveh while he was
celebrating his victory over the Medes with the sixty-odd ballet girls.
At the height of the revelry, the premiere danseuse enacted the Pas de
Seul de la Comet, using as a prop the Globe Tableau pictured on page 6.
It all ended up with the ^«e being intimidated into believing that he and
his city were about to be destroyed, so he could not resist the urge to
apply the torch himself. Within the bounds of the available techniques of
the period (calcium lights and pyrotechnicis), the debacle seems to have
been effectively executed, because at this point a five-minute intermis-
sion was scheduled in the program to clean up the debris.

In 1893 the big production number was "The American Revolution—Scenes
and Battles of 17?6." Although programmed for nine scenes, all the action
took place in the center arena, required no elaborate scenery, compara-
tively few supernutnaries, and no ballet girls. In general, it was much
less pretentious than the Nineveh Spectacle of '92.

Beset with the major depression that is associated with the presiden-
tial term of Grover Cleveland, the show lost heavily in both 1892 and
1893* In 189!;, the last year that the Forepaugh title was used independ-
ently, it went out on 21 cars—a small, one-ring show that avoided all
the big cities and traded on the title at the crossroads.
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