: lt)op' ' raili{ray o

. the.
hrough thie cen-
tr1fugai “forces
our

COI’IVEY an-

‘sensational:
cult’to bedt.

: _Eoé'p in‘America

= the: chiites: :

c'c_'i"rnp_lete_' the
- journey - in. " the -
“gpecial’ car _d'e-‘

- sufficiently excit-
fing ' experience;
-but to accom:=

plish the ‘trip-on".

a cyclé’ is courth
‘devoott’s accotmp

as he is the only man who has eveér success-

fully: and safely.
than &nce.

15" to shoot” down'__:: _
“an-in¢line’ and.
-then roundials
o_mplete circle,
sthesedr keepmg--,“
ails: simply

illustration
-wof: the Toop “will';
miost: adequately -
' ‘ideas |
of its principle bf
‘constriiction, and.
asd; hairraising; -
ridas
it would ' be diffi-

-.“__Loopmg the:

has become éven’ .
more popular:f
“ tHan ‘shooting -
_'Io o

signed for thé’
purpose is a’

: Other aspirants® fot- sensat1onal3_-_
 notoriety have made the attempt but have.'-
“only encountered dlS’lSter. ' - AR

- Some Wonders from the West. -

: “sensation: was - devised' oy Mr.
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3.' another cyclist named Stewart attempted the_
.- journey, and looped the loop with conspicu-
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ng momentumi -
heir. breath as:
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few moments 1t seemed an: age
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ous-success. . Stewart was so elated with: his :
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But he wag over-confident. He lost control::

* of his eytle’ just as he was at the top of the

loop, and. ‘was ' thrown down "with, such:
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violence that fwo boards were broken. . This

accident damped Stewart’s enthusiasni so

much that he never again attempted the feat.

It was at this juncture that Vandevoort
came upon the scene.
amateur cyclist, but he was so strongly

tempted that he resolved to make the trip
notwithstanding both Mack’s and Stewart’s

disastrous failores, He had watched the
latter’s  two performances,
mistakes, and determined to profit thereby.
But he was not animated with the same
anxiety that characterized his two prede-
cessors.  He mentally tan over the route
several times, and carefully calculated when
to steer the cycle to either the rght er left.
Vandevoort, however, quickly realized
that the most important qualifications tq
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He was only an’
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ensure stccess were a’'clear ‘head, steady
herve, - and - complete * presence - of . mind
throughout. the journéy He did not essay
the trip ‘straight. dway, but quietly ‘indulged
in steady practice. - Heé paintéd.a black'line,
n the centre of ‘the track' right throigh' the -
loop.” " At first' he: started ‘twenty feet from
the bottom-of the incline aiid “¢lung: closely. .
to- the central black' live.” When: hé “had
thoroughly mastered- the tiventy féet start” he

Cset off- from 2 few. fect  higher up, and.

gradually” climbed. :'the " gradient 25" he
mastered the journey. uatil he had- finaily-
reached: the top of “the’incline, forty feet
above the ground. - When' e had satisfactorily
reached: this poinit he" antiotnvéd that he was

veady to loop the loop ~ "rii
Vandegvoort had obtained a special “cycle

o .
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for the performance. OQwing to the enormous
strain to which the velocipede is submitted it
was built of automobile tubing and weighed
sixty pounds. The tyres are of the solid
pattern, as preumatic tyres are too dangerous,
owing to their liability to burst, in which
event a calamitous accident would result.
‘There were no pedals, as it was imperative
that the wheels should have absolutely free
play, and the success of the feat depended
upon the velocity with which the bicycle
travelled down the starting incline, There-
fore, in place of the pedals were  two
rests for the feet,

Before starting Vandevoort carefully éx-
amined every inch of the loop to make sure
there were no loose boards or other ohstacles
which might throw him off the track. A
doctor was in attendance in case of any
emergencies, and also o observe what effect

the ride exercised upon the nervous systcm'

of the cyclist.
Vandevoort then c]lmbed to the top of the

incline and, after requesting silence upon the:
part of the few privileged spectators, so that.
he might not be unnerved or bis attention

diverted from the track, he mounted his
bicycle. Slowly he started, bis body bent
forward, his face set, and his eyes riveted
upon the centre of the track. Like a
flasli he shot down the incline, steered his
machine to. the right correctly as he entered
the loop, was whizzed round the circle by the
force gathered in his descent of the incline,
and was shot out like a cannon-ball at the
other side. The complete silence which
reigned was only- disturbed by the humming
noise of the tyres and the whistling of the
air as Vandevoort swept through it; but it
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. may be gauged from the fact that

was finally Dbroken by the daring ‘eyclist:
crashing intc the drag ropes, which he nad: -
placed at the exit of the loop to bring him to
a standstill.  The whole trip had only occuu_;'
pied a few seconds, and he had whirled rounic
the loop like a flash of lightning. ' y

The doctor 1mmedlately ran ip to ascertam
the results of the journey upon the rider
Vandevoort’s pulse showed an acceleration: of -,

. two beats upon what it was before he started;:

and his face was ghastly white. -~ But there:
were no other ill-effects, and his pallor-was

probably attributable to the relaxation {rom.

the tremendous tension of his perves durmg:-' :
the trip.

The intrepict rider once more emered thL" :
loop and examined lis course by the trzn_l_c_)f.
his tyres. How nearly he met with-disaster
itone
point bis cycle went within thrée inches of
the-edge of the track. To accomplish the =

| jourhey with safety it requires a quick:eye;:

owing. to the velocity at . which  the. ridée
travels. - If Vandevoort had not steered s

‘cycle "at - the - psychological moment: of the =

entrance to the loop proper he would have:
been thrown out of the loop and probably. -
killed. Tt was an exciting experience, and, as .

~ Vandevoort laughingly said when afterwards

describing the performance, he simply * put..
his faith 1r1 his patron samt and }et the_"_'

machive go.” o

Now, howevet, the intrepid cyclist “1oops a5
the loop” on his cycle with the same equa-
nimity that the ordinary rider coasts a hill, .-
No other aspirants to fame, however, have *
yet attempted to emulate Vandevoort's setisas .
tional feat, probably remembering the fates::
of Mack and Stewart in this counection. i




