











**Fun and Games With the USDA**......
Records that animal rightist fractionize just like they do video
tape to use against us. An inspector’s words can be easily spun
to frighten or anger a client or sponsor to cancel a planned
engagement. In 1997, we lost 2 dates due to this type of sham.
One client was long-term, he wanted us, but, not “the rightist
hassle,” we're still trying to recover that account! Of course the
PAWS/PETA goal is economic disaster for all show folks with
animals.

So, dear readers, here we are today, waiting for the vet to come
home and “check his notes,” and composing a letter to the
USDA regarding the whole issue. What perplexes us, is, that on
the road, we have received excellent inspections-why not at
home? Inspections will always be subjective to a degree and if
you know how to do it, you can come to acceptable, mutual
agreements regarding changes and violations. It’s a must that
we do our best industry-wide to open lines of communication
‘and take every chance we get to have input on pending new
regulations.

You can protect yourself by adopting some of the things we
plan on doing from now on. Have several people join the
walking inspection (at least one other); take your own notes
about conversations and materials provided; ask lots of
questions, even if repetitive (such as, my license renewal date is
blah, blah?). Remember, as servants of the public, they (USDA)
have obligation to provide license holders with accurate and up
to date information. Lastly, don’t lose your cool! Keep it
professional-even if you think the inspector is a bonifide
buffoon, use their system to voice your well-worded,
professional opinion-after all, you are the real experts.
Remember folks, be aware, or be square-worse yet, be out of
business! I will keep you posted as this chronicle continues.
(How about FLEAS going extinct??7-Cherie)
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Gaylord Maynard’s mother, Marcie Maynard,
90 years young, passed away Aug. 24 in Myrtle Beach,
SC. She is survived by 3 children; Roberta, Gaylord
and James. Gaylord was there when she died. Marcie
was a circus musician who played the organ with her late
husband, Tex. Burial will be in Endicott, NY. Those
wishing to speak to the family can phone: 516-525-3332.
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Circus World Museum’s 1999 fall operation will begin
Sept. 7 and run daily thru Oct. 31. Hours are 9 to 5,
Monday thru Saturday and 11 to 5 Sunday. Following
the fall season, the Feld Exhibit Hall & Visitor Center,
C.P. Fox Wagon Restoration Center & W.W. Deppe
Wagon Pavilion will remain open for the winter,
November 1 thru May 5. Hours: 10 to 4, Monday thru
Sat. and 11 to 4 on Sunday. For more information, please
call 608-356-0800 or visit their new web site:
www.circusworldmuseum.com
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TO A BEAUTIFUL,
BEAUTIFUL LADY
AND A WONDERFUL
PERSON,

WHO COULD KICK
THE HELL OUT OF
THOSE KEYS.

PLAY WITH TEX
IN THE BIG ONE
THAT HAS
GRASSY LOTS
AND
STRAW HOUSES
EVERY SHOW!

REST IN PEACE,
MY FRIEND.

GEE GEE
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I am writing this column from the Health South Rehabilitation
Hospital in sunny Sarasota. It is Sunday moming 8 Aug. 99. 1
go home tomorrow moming, then it is out-patient therapy 3
days a week for 5 or 6 weeks. Since starting the column, [ did
get one letter from a fan in Jersey. He wrote, “1 feel the same
way you do about the so called “new circus™-screw them. Well
we got 2 members in my club now. It is hard for me to
comprehend but Cirque du Soleil’s show “Quidam” is being
offered on “Pay Per View.” The price-a whopping $19.95 per
view. This is the total American circus experience. No mud-no
circus smell, no butchers-no Lamrys on the garbage stand.
Again, | must repeat, not one real circus performer will make
one red nickel from the “phony fraud.” I highly recommend
you avoid it like you would any social disease.

Being in the hospital & not having my premium channels has
forced me to change my viewing habits this past few weeks.
Circus Ingenieux. another “phony” circus was on the
cducational channel in Tampa last night during their fund
raising drive. For $100 bucks you could get a video of the
show, that same yard note would be better spent by joining the
OABA. 1 predict this group will do more to fight & curtail
animal rights “neurotic kooks™ than anyone to date. So get a
check in the mail now to Heidi Herriott. $50 a year comes out
to 11 cents a day.

There has been a lot of thought provoking stuff being written as
of late. John Herriott’s letter to the head “kook™ Kim Basinger
was “right on the money.” [ hope an effort is made to get this in
her mail box or sent to her e-mail. Kim and her “silly” husband,
Alex Baldwin, have done a lot of harm to the traditional
American circus in the last 5 years...The OABA has a lot of
catching up to do...I am convinced they have the knowledge,
leadership & resources to get the job done. If you truly love the
circus you should support this effort.

Glad to see Circus Report back in my mail box. Don Marcks
has had more than his share of medical problems over the years,
yet he continues to “grind out” his labor of love. We tend to
take this weekly for granted. Well, my had is off to Don. I wish
him a speedy recovery.

The latest White Tops has a perspective by Edward Limbach.
Ed claims the CFA needs a master plan for growth. Well, last
year [ was placed on the Membership Committee of the CFA. |
must confess I did not do one thing toward new members for
this great group-that will not be the case this year. | have
promised Charlotte McWilliams that [ will have my master plan
typed up and in the mail to her & the members of the
Membership Committee 15 Sept.

Remember, “No one plans to fail, but many fail to plan,” Well
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my plan is a well thought out, step by step method to get new
adult members in the CFA. Please do not worry about the Kids.
Guys like Kenneth Feld, John Pugh, Roland Kaiser, the Byrds,
Harry Dubsky, Sr. & Jr., Ray McMahon, Bill Biggerstaff &
Ron Morris will continue to “create the desire” so that kids will
continue to beg to “go to the circus.” As long as there are kids,
there will be a circus. As long as there are circuses, there will be
promoters filling tents & arenas.

My plan involves getting adults into the CFA. We currents have
less than 2000 members {1997). This is down 60 members in
the last year. 1f we continue this downward slope at the present
rate, we would be down to 1400 members by 2010. If all goes
well, my master plan will get kicked around, revised, approved
and implemented by the Membership Committee in time to be
introduced to the membership at the Sarasota Convention in
April 2000.

I see where this years CFA auction took in a measly $2488
bucks this vear. Since 211 attended the Convention, that comes
to about $10 bucks per attendee. I do hope that every CFA
member will dig down in their personal memorabilia collection
to pick out a couple of “valuable™ goodies (and I don't mean a
couple of folded, decrepit window cards from the season of
1998.) Remember, you can’t take this stuff with you when you
go, so please dig down-find a couple-that’s 2-two nice pieces.
Wrap them and send them to Henry Bush now...His address is
5619 Anteinette St, Sarasota, FL 34232. Henry does not know
I am writing this 5o he will have “mixed emotions” when the
packages start to arrive, If 100 fans will send Henry 2 nice
pieces, the packages will fill his living room. [ would like to see
a couple of complete collections arrive. I would like to see
Henry so made at me he refuses to speak..Please, lets get this
annual auction “back up to snuff™ I personally enjoy the
auction as much or more than other events.

Here’s what I'm gonna do. To everyone who sends Henry an
auction package with items of value (no junk please) I will send
a video of your choice. Now is your chance to put me in a bind.
Make me sweat..I will be the judge. [ will decide who is eligible
for the free video. I will not give a $20 video for 10 bucks
worth of stuff. Here's the big offer. To any CFA’er who donates
his entire collection to this year’s auction-1 will give him or her
20 videos of your choice....

1 will be publicizing who is doing what between now and April.
Why don’t you make a positive decision today to be a leader
and not a follower. Afier years of pleasure, you can donate your
“goodies” for the CFA auction & others can enjoy your
treasures for years to come..And the CFA will benefit also-
everybody wins—Why wait-if you want to be a waiter, get a
job at Olive Garden. Who will be first-Who will be the peg to
hang most worthy project on? Who will start the ball rolling?
Let’s work Henry’s keister off...Let’s put him in a sweat.

Well, I've got to go to the torture chamber for therapy but
today’s my last day here at Health South so I will fly thru this
one..I miss my dog, Rube..







Mix ‘n Match: Heidi Herriott Attends the Elephant
Managers Assn. Conference to Represent the OABA

By Linda L. Roberson _
Starlet O Hara picks up a brush which her nimble trunk expertly applies to
canvas. After a few minutes..voila! Another elephant painting work of art
has been accomplished! Starlet likes this, but she now prefers to amble
away and cover herself with more of that famous red Georgia clay!
Heidi Herou, Circus Liaison Representative to the OABA, attended the
1999 Elephant Managers Assn Conference & Fourth International
Elephant Research Symposium, held at beautiful Zoo Atlanta. Circuses
house approximately one half of North America’s elephants. Ms. Herriott
has a strong and famous background in the circus & with elephants and
her attendance at EMA Conference was important to the circus elephant
industry. Ms. Hermott is knowledgeable about elephants and she has her
finger on the pulse of the circus and camnival industry with respect to
animal zealotry groups.
Mix ‘n malch._elephants and science: what a fascinating formula!
Elephant research scientists from all over the world, who are striving to
prevent the ultimate extinction of both Asian and African elephants,
reported scientific findings, births, deaths, habitat destruction and
construction dunng this interesting 5 day session. The conference was
hosted by Zoo Atlanta’s President/CEO, Terry L. Maple, Ph.D and Ed
Daniels, Elephant Manager and head of the Elephant Bam at Zoo Atlanta,
The conference offered topics which were at once absorbing and urgent.
Possibly the most important with respect to circuses and the OABA, the
conference made a specific point of including the circus industry.
As a professional organization, the EMA has captured the attention of the
international world. Last year, Dr. Lain Douglas-Hamilton traveled from
Africa to discuss “green hunting,” elephant corridors and pressing
environmental issues. This year scientists came from as far away as
Gennany and Myanmar (formerly “Burma”). Dr. Khyne U Mar (Ministry
of Forestry, Myanmar) presented much valuable information about Asian
elephants from a place whose elephants are not far from our hearts but
geographically distant. Dr, Mar included information on breeding &
mortality, as well as a dissertation on the normmal living conditions of
Asian elephants working in logging camps.
One of the most important topics reported upon, discussed at length, and
tackled even in committee & panel discussion, was preservation of
elephants as a species by artificial insemination. This information was
spearheaded by veterinarian reproductive specialists Dennis Schmitt
(Dickerson Park Zoo), Thomas Hildebrandt and Robert Hermes (Berlin
Institute). Scientific & medical discussions included “Tuberculosis in
Elephants in North America: An Update™ by Susan Mikota (later there
was a pane! discussion moderated by Heidi Riddle on “Tuberculosis in
Elephants™); “The Behavioral Effects of Feeding Enrichment on African
Elephants” by Ed Daniel; Birth & Death of the First Asian Elephant Calf
Bred at Allwetterzoo Munster” by Karl ScRaller (Westfalischer
Zoologicher Garten). Far from treating el€phants capriciously, elephant
managers in zoological institutions, circuses, sanctuaries and other
facilities are very serious about caring for their elephants!
One of my favorite presentations was that of Terry Maple, Ph.D. (Zoo
Atlanta). Dr. Maple expressed sincere concern for the captive
environment of elephants and other animals. He discussed “hard” &
“soft” spaces and architecture, in a speech “Environmental Variables and
the Well-Being of Captive Elephants.” Hard science made way for topics
such as Dr. Maple’s and behavioral enrichment, practical applications,
even philosophy.
The Silent Auction provides the EMA with funding so it can publish the
Journal of the Elephant Managers Assn, its “Gray Matters” newsletter,
offer scholarships to Riddle's Comprehensive Elephant Handling Course
(held annually in Arkansas during the months of May and possibly
September this year), as well as the ability 10 offer emergency educational

and medical support to domestic and interational facilitics. Conferees
shared Willie B's 40th gorilla birthday, visited the panda enclosures and
there were also orangutan & gerilla holding tours. What a great place to
visit-and the EMA Conference was just the excuse! To join the EMA or
attend the Oct. 2000 Conference, contact: Chuck Doyle, EMA Executive
Director, Bumet Park Zoo, Syracuse, NY. Thanks for your assistance and
attention to our beautiful elephants, Heidi!
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***O)ABA News From Heidi Herriott***
Congressman Farr (CA) seems o be moving ahead with his
proposed legislation to ban all traveling elephants and all rides.
It is not yet a bill but he seems to be moving forward. In
October, the OABA circus unit will be sending out ballots to
create committees to deal with circus issues. This should
include a Circus Executive Committee and Animal Expert
Committee. A person must be an OABA circus member and
meet or exceed all current standards set forth by regulatory
agencies. All submitted names will go on a ballot and be voted
on by OABA circus members. Heidi and the Circus Steering
Committee expect to announce the elected committees during
the OABA convention in Las Vegas Nov. 28-30. It is important
that you are a current circus member and submit your name to
Heidi by the end of Sept. to be considered for a commitiee. You
can then be an active part of bringing the circus into the next
century. Contact Heidi Herriott for more info at 407-656-4340
or circusdu@gdi.net
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**NEWS FROM OUR CIRCUS FRIENDS**
“Extreme Nocks”-By Mary Jane Foote
The Nerveless Nocks, Extreme Helicopter Team, were co-
headliners with the Stealth bomber and the Blue Angels at the
Chicago Air Show on August 19.
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Eric McConnell (your editor’s former boss on Big Apple) will
be the circus manager for the second year for the St. Paul
Shrine Circus, produced by George Hamid, Sr. Eric will be
responsible for all advance ticket sales, program ad sales and
other revenue sources before the circus comes to town. During
the run of the circus, he will manage the box office. He,will also
consult with them on promotions and concessions. Eric’s
concession company, Celebrations, has been providing
concessions on all Hamid Circus Royale dates for the past 3
years. This will be his third year with the Eastern States Expo
{The Big E). He has been doing all of their custom merchandise.
“If any fans will be attending the Big E they can stop down and
say hi. My office is located in the auditorium.” Check out Eric’s
web page for circus items at: www.mrmringling.com (I have
purchased some GREAT old programs/route books-Cherie.)
Peg Earl, Lake George, NY, writes “There will be a Pedro
Carrillo Tent meeting on Sept. 8 at the Lake George American
Legion Dugout. A noon cook-out is planned with Chuck
Wheeler as Steak Chef. There will be tables for displays or sale
items. Any CFA members are welcome. Call Wayde Earl for
details and reservations at: 518-668-4835.” (One of Back
Yard's favorite writers, Bud DeVere, is Peg’s cousin.
More stories???)
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